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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION  
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities 
  

1. Since the 1990s, multilateral and bilateral organizations have assisted the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in developing and implementing its strategies for the 
agriculture, natural resources, and rural development (ANR) sector. The main donors active in 
ANR were the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank, with limited involvement 
also from the International Fund for Agricultural Development. The international organizations 
working in the PRC have aligned their programs with the priorities of the government. 
 
2. Historically, programs included investment in physical facilities, capacity development, 
strategy development, and policy reforms. However, the emphasis has shifted to environmental 
sustainability with a focus on the management of soil and water resources, improvement of 
degraded lands and ecological restoration, as well as agricultural value chains to improve 
market efficiency. 
 
3. ADB is an active partner and targets integrated water resource management; irrigation, 
flood, and wetland management; environmental and ecosystem protection; and sustainable 
agricultural development. Since the late 2000s, ADB has supported the government in making 
the PRC’s agriculture more environmentally sustainable. ADB provided technical assistance and 
loan projects related to policy studies, demonstration, and rural infrastructure development. ADB 
also assisted the government in developing the capacity to coordinate overall environmental 
and ecosystem management. The proposed project will (i) form part of ADB’s lending 
assistance for improvement of water resource management, land improvement for long-term 
farmland productivity, ecological restoration, and increased support for rural livelihoods in the 
PRC; and (ii) continue ADB’s efforts in assisting environmentally sustainable ANR development. 
 

Major Development Partners  
Development 

Partner   Project Name Duration 

Amount 

($ million) 

Water Resources, Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Rural Development 

ADB Dryland Sustainable Agriculture Project 2009–2015 83.00 

 Shanxi Integrated Agricultural Development Project 2009–2016 100.00 

 Qinghai Rural Water Resources Management Project 2011–2016 60.00 

 Forestry and Ecological Restoration Project in Three Northwest 

Provinces 2011–2017 100.00 

 Hai River Estuary Area Pollution Control and Ecosystem Rehabilitation 

Project 2011–2017 100.00 

 Comprehensive Agricultural Development Project 2012–2018 200.00 

 Ningxia Irrigated Agriculture and Water Conservation Demonstration 

Project 2012–2018 70.00 

 Guandong Chaonan Water Resources Development and Protection 

Demonstration Project 2014–2019 100.00 

 Hunan Dongjiang Lake Integrated Environmental Protection and 

Management Project 2015–2020 130.00 

 Gansu Featured Agriculture and Financial Services System Development 

Project 2015–2020 100.00 

 Hubei Enshi Qing River Upstream Environment Rehabilitation Project 2015–2021 100.00 

 Fujian Farmland Sustainable Utilization and Demonstration Project 2016–2021 100.00 

 
Henan Sustainable Livestock Farming and Product Safety Demonstration 

Project 2016–2021 69.00 

 
Henan Hebi Qihe River Environmental Improvement and Ecological 

Conservation Project 2016–2022 150.00 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=51116-002-3
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Development 

Partner   Project Name Duration 

Amount 

($ million) 

 Shandong Groundwater Protection Project 2016–2022 150.00 

 
Jiangxi Xinyu Kongmu River Watershed Flood Control and Environmental 

Improvement Project 2016–2023 150.00 

 
Chongqing Longxi River Basin Integrated Flood and Environmental Risk 

Management Project 2018–2023 150.00 

World Bank Shanghai Agricultural and Nonpoint Pollution Reduction  2010–2014 38.00 

 Sustainable Development in Poor Rural Areas 2010–2015 100.00 

 Sichuan Wuhu Irrigated Agriculture Development 2012–2017 100.00 

 Water Conservation Project II 2012–2017 80.00 

 Integrated Modern Agriculture Development 2013–2018 200.00 

 Hunan Forest Restoration and Development Project 2013–2019 80.00 

 Guizhou Rural Development 2014–2020 100.00 

 Climate-Smart Staple Crop Production 2014–2020 5.10 

 
Poverty Alleviation and Agriculture Development Demonstration in Poor 

Rural Areas 2015–2019 120.00 

 Mainstreaming Integrated Water and Environment Management 2016–2021 9.50 

 Shaanxi Poor Rural Areas Community Development Project  2017–2022 100.00 

IFAD Guangxi Integrated Agricultural Development  2012–2017 47.00 

 Hunan Agricultural and Rural Infrastructure Improvement Project 2012–2017 47.00 

 Yunnan Agricultural and Rural Improvement Project 2012–2017 46.70 

 Shiyan Smallholder Agribusiness Development Project 2013–2018 43.80 

 Jiangxi Mountainous Areas Agribusiness Promotion Project 2014–2019 43.80 

 Qinghai Liupan Mountain Area Poverty Reduction Project 2015–2020 43.50 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, IFAD = International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

Source: Asian Development Bank. 

 

B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  
 

4. ADB has committed to sharing sector knowledge and experiences with its developing 
member countries and other development partners. In line with its support for the 2005 Paris 
Declaration and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action, ADB has been actively harmonizing its 
policies, procedures, and practices with its key development partners through parallel 
implementation structures, technical working groups, and joint missions.  
 

5. The PRC government coordinates development assistance through the Ministry of 
Finance, the National Development and Reform Commission, and/or other ministries as 
“window” or lead coordinating agencies to work with each organization. All development 
partners are requested to align their operations to support the implementation of a national 
development strategy as set out in the social and economic development plans, most recently in 
the PRC’s Thirteenth Five-Year Plan, 2016–2020.1 ADB’s resident mission in the PRC plays a 
key role in harnessing knowledge and lessons from its operation, and shares them with both the 
government and other development partners through regular exchanges. 
 

6. ADB and other development partners meet and work together, and they invite each 
other to conferences and workshops along with the government. ADB works with 
nongovernment organizations and other civil society stakeholders. By building links between the 
national government and the civil society stakeholders, ADB helps in mobilizing all parties’ 
strengths while improving its own effectiveness; and reinforces the government's efforts to 
strengthen the role of the civil society stakeholders. ADB’s resident mission in the PRC also 

                                                
1 Government of the PRC. 2016. Outline of the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social 

Development, 2016–2020. Beijing. 
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assists in sharing information about project design, implementation, and monitoring with other 
development partners. 
 

7. Where possible, the project will coordinate activities and build partnerships with other 
ongoing related activities in the PRC, particularly with the ongoing ADB-supported loan 
projects.2 The project will also seek opportunities to cooperate with the Core Environment 
Program under the Greater Mekong Subregion Program. With similar objectives on effective 
management of the environmental and economic development—through enhanced connectivity 
and improved competitiveness—so as to achieve an overall and sustainable improvement in 
people’s lives, the lessons from this program are highly relevant to the PRC and this project. 
 

C. Achievements and Issues 
 

8. All international development partners working in the PRC are committed to aligning 
their work with the government’s development plan. Their strategies and operations are similar 
because of the common alignment with the PRC’s five-year plans and other sector development 
objectives, as there is common recognition of the key challenges facing the country. ADB and 
other development partners can improve development coordination by introducing and scaling 
up new technology, knowledge, and management experience. ADB has also successfully 
mobilized concessional funds from development partners such as the Global Environment 
Facility to introduce capacity development and innovations in projects. Further efforts to 
integrate external and domestic funding sources are envisaged to maximize the effectiveness of 
interventions in improving environmental quality, especially water quality, agricultural 
productivity, and rural livelihoods. 
 

9. During project preparation, national and local governments, line agencies, design 
institutes, project implementing agencies, consultants, project beneficiary communities, and 
project-affected persons were engaged to discuss and share their experience with development 
partners that work in the sector. Lessons from the ADB-financed projects and other 
development partners’ projects and programs were incorporated into this project design. 
 

D. Summary and Recommendations  
 

10. There is strong coordination of development projects with major development partners 
under the leadership of the government. ADB will continue to strengthen its coordination by 
consulting with development partners at the strategic, sector, and project levels, with emphasis 
on sharing lessons and innovative approaches to avoid duplication, ensure harmonious 
development, and maximize responsiveness. Specific lessons from this project will be about 
sustainable land and water resource use to achieve (i) improved water quality and less nonpoint 
source pollution, (ii) climate-smart agriculture, and (iii) land rehabilitation and improvement. This 
is well aligned with the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan and the Number 1 Central Document released 
by the State Council each year, focusing on rural and sustainable development (footnote 1). The 
staff of the executing and implementing agencies will be encouraged to visit other ADB-financed 
as well as other development partner projects to learn good practices, particularly about 
technical and managerial aspects of project implementation.  

                                                
2  ADB. 2015. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan to the 

People’s Republic of China for the Henan Sustainable Livestock Farming and Product Safety Demonstration 
Project. Manila; ADB. 2015. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed 
Loan to the People’s Republic of China for the Gansu Featured Agriculture and Financial Services System 
Development Project. Manila; ADB. 2016. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: 
Proposed Loan to the People’s Republic of China for the Fujian Farmland Sustainable Utilization and 
Demonstration Project. Manila. 


