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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities  

1. A diverse array of assistance programs from multilateral and bilateral development 
partners focuses on improving the management of water resources and the rehabilitation of 
degraded lands as well as overall ecological restoration, which are priorities of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC). The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is an active development partner 
in these areas, covering infrastructure construction, capacity development, strategy development, 
and policy reforms—supporting or having supported the PRC’s Thirteenth Five-Year Plan, 
2016−2020 and past five-year plans.1 The Multilateral Development Bank Lending Support for 
Industrial Transformation in the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB), ADB, and the World Bank 
Group—collectively referred here as multilateral development banks (MDBs)—have committed to 
potential lending support for industrial transformation in the middle and upper reaches of the 
YREB. The MDBs expressed their support for the strategic decision of the Government of the 
PRC to set “ecological protection and green development” as the top priority for development 
along the YREB.2 They emphasized that their support for industrial transformation through 
infrastructure construction and new models aims to promote green and inclusive industrial 
transformation. The MDBs further suggested that priority be given to cities in extended 
metropolitan regions of the middle and upper reaches of the YREB, prioritizing those with the 
largest demand and capacity for urban–industrial transformation.3 Development partners also 
assist the YREB in playing a demonstrative role in ecological preservation. Thirty-three among 
hundreds of industrial zones in the YREB will be selected as demonstration zones for state-level 
transformation and upgrade, including the Sichuan Ziyang High Technology Development Zone.4 

2. The table below lists selected key externally financed projects in urban management, 
water resources and environmental management, and ecological restoration; technical and 
vocational education and training; and economic development and job creation in the PRC. 

Major Development Partners  
Development 
Partner   Project Name Duration 

Amounta 
($ million) 

Urban Management (Selected) 
ADB Wuhan Urban Environmental Improvement Project 2010–2018 100.0  
ADB Hubei Huangshi Urban Pollution Control and Environmental 

Management Project 
 

2012–2018 
 

100.0 
 

ADB Yunnan Chuxiong Urban Environment Improvement Project 2014–2019 150.0  
ADB Hubei Huanggang Urban Environment Improvement Project 2014–2020 100.0  
Water Resources and Environmental Management, and Ecological Restoration 
ADB Fujian Soil Conservation and Rural Development 1995–2002 65.0  
World Bank Second Red Soils Area Development Project 1995–2003 150.0  
World Bank Yangtze Basin Water Resources Project 1995–2005 210.0  

                                                
1 Government of the PRC. 2016. Outline of the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social 

Development, 2016–2020. Beijing. 
2 Officials and experts from the MDBs, the Ziyang Municipal Government, and selected provincial governments in the 

middle and upper reaches of the YREB, along with representatives from selected development zones, participated 
in a consultation workshop on MDB Lending Support for Industrial Transformation in the YREB on 15 July 2016 in 
Beijing. 

3 Includes the six extended metropolitan regions of Changsha, Chengdu, Chongqing, Hengyang, Nanchang, and 
Wuhan, which fall within the "Chengdu–Chongqing Urban Agglomeration" and the "Middle Yangtze Urban 
Agglomeration," as detailed in the National New Type Urbanization Plan (2014–2020). 

4 China Association of Development Zones. 2017. Study on Transformation and Development of Development Zones 
in the YREB. Beijing. 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=51189-001-3
http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=51189-001-3
http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=51189-001-3
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Development 
Partner   Project Name Duration 

Amounta 
($ million) 

ADB Anhui Environmental Improvement Project for Industrial Pollution 
Abatement 

 
1996–2002 

 
112.0 

 

World Bank Tarim Basin II Project 1998–2004 150.0  
World Bank Water Conservation Project 2000–2006 74.0  
World Bank 
and DFID 

 
China Watershed Management Project 

 
2003–2008 

 
7.4 

 

World Bank 
and GEF 

 
Hai Basin Integrated Water and Environment Management Project 

 
2004–2011 

 
17.0 

 

ADB and GEF Sanjiang Plain Wetlands Protection Project 2005–2012 27.1  
ADB Hunan Flood Management Sector Project 2006–2014 200.0  
World Bank Changjiang/Pearl River Watershed Rehabilitation Project 2006–2012 100.0  
ADB Qingdao Water Resources and Wetland Protection Project 2008–2017 45.0  
ADB Guiyang Integrated Water Resource Management (Sector) Project 2009–2018 150.0  
ADB and GEF Jiangsu Yancheng Wetlands Protection Project 2011–2019 39.2  
World Bank Xinjiang Turfan Water Conservation Project 2010–2017 100.0  
ADB Qinghai Rural Water Resources Management Project 2011–2019 60.0  
World Bank Water Conservation Project II 2012–2017 80.0  
ADB Anhui Chao Lake Environmental Rehabilitation Project 2012–2020  250.0  
ADB Hubei Enshi Qing River Upstream Environment Rehabilitation 

Project 
 

2015–2021 
 

100.0 
 

ADB Hunan Dongjiang Lake Integrated Environmental Protection and 
Management Project 

 
2015–2021 

 
130.0 

 

World Bank 
and GEF 

Mainstreaming Integrated Water and Environment Management 
Project 

 
2016–2021 

 
9.5 

 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training    
ADB Hunan Technical and Vocational Education and Training 

Demonstration Project 
 

2013–2019 
 

50.0 
 

ADB Guangxi Nanning Vocational Education Development Project 2013–2019 50.0  
ADB Guangxi Baise Vocational Education Development 2014–2020 50.0  
ADB Guizhou Vocational Education Development Program 2015–2020 150.0  
Economic Development and Job Creation   
ADB Heilongjiang Green Urban and Economic Revitalization Project 2018–2023 310.0  

ADB = Asian Development Bank, DFID = Department for International Development of the United Kingdom, 
GEF = Global Environment Facility. 
a Amount committed by the multilateral or bilateral development partner at its approval of the project. 
Sources: Relevant documents of the development partners, including their websites. 

B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  

3. ADB is committed to sharing sector information and experiences in partnership with its 
developing member countries and other development agencies. In line with its support for the 
2005 Paris Declaration and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action, ADB has been harmonizing its 
policies, procedures, and practices with its key development partners through parallel 
implementation structures, technical working groups, and joint missions. In addition, ADB has 
been supporting global and regional efforts to enhance aid effectiveness. 

4. The government coordinates development assistance through the Ministry of Finance, the 
National Development and Reform Commission, and/or other ministries of the PRC. These 
agencies work together to ensure that the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan serves the PRC’s needs, 
and suits the interests and expertise of each organization (footnote 1). All the development 
partners are requested to align their operations to support the implementation of a national 
development strategy as set out in the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan for social and economic 
development approved by the PRC’s National People’s Congress (footnote 1). Moreover, the 
China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development works to ensure 
that the plans are adhered to, with relevance to the PRC’s environmental needs. 
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5. ADB’s PRC Resident Mission plays a key role in drawing lessons from project design and 
implementation; and sharing these lessons through regular exchanges with the government and 
other development partners. ADB also works formally and informally with nongovernment 
organizations and other civil society stakeholders. By building links between the national 
government and the civil society stakeholders, ADB can help (i) mobilize all parties’ strengths 
while improving its own effectiveness; and (ii) reinforce the government’s efforts. 

6. The Sichuan Provincial Development and Reform Commission and the Sichuan Provincial 
Finance Department coordinate the development partner support in the province. Requests for 
development assistance from the local governments were matched to the needs and ranked 
according to the priorities and programs of various development partners. Consulting with the 
Ministry of Finance and the National Development and Reform Commission, the development 
partners establish areas of mutual interest and decide on the project pipelines. The project area, 
Ziyang Municipality, has benefited from previous lending support from other development 
partners. 

C. Achievements and Issues 

7. Rapid economic growth of the PRC since the 1990s has lifted about 500 million people 
out of poverty. Achievements in urban infrastructure construction have been very significant 
between 2000 and 2012. Urbanization and industrialization have, however, caused massive 
adverse environmental impacts that have gone beyond the limits of environmental carrying 
capacity in many areas. The government has made significant efforts to control environmental 
pollution by improving energy efficiency and resource utilization and increasing pollution 
reduction. The loan-financed infrastructure and capacity development projects contributed to 
knowledge sharing and policies on urbanization strategies, industrial relocation, environmental 
protection, stormwater management, solid waste management, and public participation. In the 
area of technical and vocational education and training, ADB also provided substantial support 
and resources to realize improvements in enrollment (access); school–industry links (relevance); 
and competency-oriented curriculum (quality) in the PRC. Despite these past achievements, no 
YREB framework existed to drive integrated investments. Lessons from previous support in the 
YREB indicate that most projects are successful, but often must be seen as stand-alone 
interventions with limited links to larger government programs. ADB has now developed a 
framework with the government in the YREB. Lessons from ADB’s and development partners’ 
programs were considered in the project design. 

D. Summary and Recommendations  

8. Strong coordination of development projects exists under the leadership of the 
government. ADB will continue to coordinate closely with other development partners at the 
national and local levels to ensure harmony. This ensures that the strategic foci of the PRC’s 
Thirteenth Five-Year Plan are well aligned with the projects. Close coordination with development 
partners will be continued and strengthened, especially on sharing lessons and innovative 
approaches in project design. The project team will further coordinate with other development 
partners during project implementation, particularly on lessons relating to effective urban planning 
and management, water resources management, improvement of degraded lands, and ecological 
restoration. Strengthening development coordination in the PRC is expected to minimize 
transaction costs, maximize responsiveness, more systematically address policy issues, provide 
greater support for reforms and capacity building, and promote increased accountability. 


