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ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGY 2030 
 

Strategy 2030 Key 
Operational Priorities 

Project’s Contributions 

1. Accelerating 
progress in gender 
equality 

(i) Scaling up support for gender equality. The project will support gender 
equity by strongly encouraging contractors to employ at least 40% women 
during construction and in the operation phase of the project. The project will 
also support programs to raise awareness amongst women, including project 
affected women, on employment opportunities created by the project. 

(ii) Promoting women’s economic empowerment. The project will maximize 
women’s access to markets and opportunities for skilled jobs.  

2. Tackling climate 
change, building 
climate and 
disaster resilience, 
and enhancing 
environmental 
sustainability 

(i) Accelerating low greenhouse gas emissions development. The project 
will support climate change mitigation by reducing GHG emission through 
implementation of a sustainable and integrated public urban transport system 
in Central Luzon. The project will encourage commuters to shift from road to 
rail-based public urban transport with lower GHG emissions. 

(ii) Ensuring a comprehensive approach to build climate and disaster 
resilience. The project supports implementation of climate and disaster 
resilient infrastructure design. Measures particularly address the risks of 
flooding during strong rainfalls and typhoons, and disaster-resilient 
infrastructure design addressing the risks of earthquakes by enhanced 
structural design of the mainly elevated and underground project 
infrastructure. 

3. Making cities more 
livable 

(i) Providing integrated solutions. The project will help to develop Metro 
Manila and Central Luzon into a more livable city region. By supporting 
sustainable and integrated mass public transport and equipping all stations 
with enhanced design features, people, including women, the elderly and 
people with disabilities, can switch easily and safely from one mode of 
transport to another. 

4. Strengthening 
governance and 
institutional 
capacity 

(i) Strengthening service delivery. The project will promote effective, timely, 
and greater accountability for the services provided by contracting operation 
and maintenance of the project to a private sector entity. The capacity of 
DOTr and PNR to select the contractor and monitor the implementation of the 
contract will be strengthened by the project. The project will further support 
transparency and efficiency in the procurement of works contractors by DOTr 
with consultants recruited under IPIF. ADB will play an active role in 
facilitating timely and efficient procurement. 

(ii) Strengthening capacity and standards. The project will provide capacity 
development support to uphold environmental and social safeguards, adhere 
to standards for procurement and financial management, and implement 
anticorruption measures. A consulting firm to support the institutional capacity 
of DOTr has been recruited under the IPIF and will ensure that the project is 
implemented and operated in accordance with international design standards 
and following international best practice in the railway sector. Design 
standards for future railway projects in the Philippines will be harmonized to 
enhance interoperability and reduce cost. 

5. Fostering regional 
cooperation and 
integration 

(i) Enhancing connectivity and competitiveness. The project will improve 
access to Clark International Airport and hence connectivity in the region and 
enhance the competitiveness of the Philippines by facilitating access to 
higher capacity of regional and international air transport. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank; DOTr = Department of Transportation; GHG = greenhouse gas; IPIF = Infrastructure 
Preparation and Innovation Facility (Loan 3589-PHI0; PNR = Philippine National Railway. 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2018. Strategy 2030: Achieving a Prosperous, Inclusive, Resilient, and Sustainable 
Asia and the Pacific. Manila. 
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