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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS 
 
1. To implement the technical assistance (TA) subproject 2, the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), through the Regional Cooperation and Integration Division (ERCI) of its Economic 
Research and Regional Cooperation Department, will require an estimated 8 person-months of 
international consulting inputs and 38 person-months of national consulting inputs. ERCI, which 
will coordinate TA implementation, will be responsible for providing overall research guidance and 
consolidating the research outputs of the individual consultants. Wherever possible, ERCI will 
also engage in collaborative research with other divisions and departments within ADB. Resource 
persons will be engaged for the knowledge-sharing events. 
 
A. Individual International Consultants 

 
2. Trade Economists/Trade Specialists/Aid for Trade Experts (2 positions, international, 
6 person-months total). The economists/trade experts will have knowledge and experience in 
trade issues, particularly trade policy and aid for trade concerns, and familiar with related 
challenges faced by subregional groups in Asia and the Pacific.  The experts should have master’s 
degree in economic or related fields; a doctorate degree would be an advantage.  The experts 
will report to Asian Development Bank (ADB) staff and, under the supervision of ADB staff, will 
prepare special studies on agreed topics related to the theme of each Aid for Trade report, and 
revise and finalize the study findings based on comments from ADB staff and other consultants. 
                                           
In general, the report will be based on the theme of the biennial Global Reviews of Aid for Trade 
under the overarching consideration of how best to leverage trade for inclusive and sustainable 
growth. In particular, the Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific 2021 report will be guided by the 
8th Global Review theme in 2021 that focuses on "Empowering Connected, Sustainable Trade."  
The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak and pandemic in 2020 calls for critical assessment 
of its impact on trade and supply chains. The report will therefore examine how COVID-19 
impacted trade facilitation, vulnerabilities of international supply chains, trade in goods and 
services given travel restrictions, and general directions and growth of Aid for Trade.  It will also 
discuss how to go about rebuilding global value and supply chains, touching on increasing their 
resilience and robustness, emerging opportunities and challenges for developing member 
economies and implications for Aid for Trade.  The report will also highlight the role of accelerated 
digitization and digital trade and connectivity to global markets, thereby facilitating micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises’ (MSMEs’) integration into regional value chains and global trade.  
The report will conclude with a new agenda for Aid for Trade, taking into consideration the 
pandemic, disaster, and climate change preparedness. 
 
Outputs will include written reports and presentations on the special studies regarding trade 
facilitation and aid for trade issues.  
 
3. Economic and Manuscript Editor (1 position, international, 2 person-months). The 
editor, preferably with 15 years of relevant work experience, should be familiar with economic 
development and trade issues in Asia and the Pacific, and have strong communication skills. The 
consultant is expected to edit the Aid for Trade Report, management statements, press releases, 
ERCI publications such as working papers and ADB briefs, and related documents; and write 
comments on the substance and logic of arguments and outputs to ensure compliance with ADB 
style and usage. Under the supervision of ADB staff, the editor will  
 

(i) edit the contents of the Aid for Trade Report, press releases, management 
speeches, and technical documents such as working papers and ADB briefs;  
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(ii) examine economic arguments in the documents to assess whether they are logical 
and are based on accepted economic theory and principles, and revise them, if 
necessary;  

(iii) examine and edit the tables and figures in the documents to support data 
consistency; 

(iv) provide support to ERCI in preparing management speeches; and 
(v) ensure that documents adhere to ADB style and usage and conform to high 

publication standards. 
 

B.  Individual National Consultants 
 
4. Research and Economic Analysts (3 positions, national, 36 person-months total). The 
analysts will have extensive experience in economic, financial and trade data processing and 
analysis for 3–5 years, preferably holding master’s degree in economics or related fields; strong 
communication skills; ability to coordinate with government offices and data providers that deal 
with national or global statistics, if needed; and advanced skills in gathering data, and proficiency 
in using software with standard applications. The research/economic analysts will be working 
either on a daily or intermittent basis at ADB headquarters and will report to the project leader, 
and/or other TA members. Under the supervision of the project leader and/or other TA members, 
the research/economic analysts will: 
 

(i) assist in the delivery of outputs under the TA subproject;  
(ii) collect and process economic, financial, and trade data;  
(iii) provide data and editorial assistance to Aid for Trade report and other publications 

produced under this TA subproject;  
(iv) assist in the preparation of the Aid for Trade report and other ERCI publications 

under this TA subproject;  
(v) provide logistical and coordination support to knowledge-sharing events organized 

by ERCI; and 
(vi) provide other research and general administrative and technical support as may 

be requested by the project leader and/or other TA members. 
 
5. Desktop Publishing Specialist/Graphic Designer/Layout Artist (1 position, national, 2 
person-months). The graphic designer/layout artist, preferably with 8 years of relevant work 
experience, will help the project leader and/or other TA members produce high quality 
publications under the TA subproject. The consultant/s will work on an intermittent basis at home 
and/or ADB headquarters and will report to the project leader, and/or other TA members. Under 
the supervision of the project leader and/or other TA members, the consultant will: 
 

(i) provide layout and typesetting services to Aid for Trade report and related ERCI 
publications;  

(ii) prepare cover designs for the report and related ERCI publications; 
(iii) assist ERCI in preparing and designing event materials; and  
(iv) provide other publication support as may be requested by the project leader and/or 

other TA members. 
 
C.  Resource Persons 
 
6. Resource persons (about 15 positions, 2 person-months total). Each resource person 
will be engaged for not more about 3 to 5 working days to make presentations at knowledge-
sharing events such as seminars and conferences in relation to Aid for Trade publication and 
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dissemination. The resource persons will be internationally distinguished experts or policy makers 
specializing on trade issues. The resource persons will: 
 

(i) conduct presentations, and provide powerpoint materials or written inputs on the topics 
assigned to them; and  

(ii) moderate and facilitate discussions and exchanges of ideas among participants, as 
well as with other resource persons. 


