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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities  
 
1. Major development partners in the Kyrgyz Republic urban and rural water supply services 
and rural sanitation subsector include the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the European Union, 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB), Switzerland’s State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, and the World Bank. They have 
helped develop subsector policies and the regulatory framework, construct and rehabilitate water 
supply services and sanitation systems in rural and urban areas, and improve solid waste 
management in urban areas. 
 
2. From 2000 to February 2019, ADB has provided a total of $137 million of assistance in 
the subsectors, including an urban sewerage project approved in 2018, and an emergency 
assistance grant approved in 2010.1 During the same period, the World Bank and the Department 
for International Development of the United Kingdom provided $58 million to finance three rural 
WSS projects; the IDB provided $93 million for urban and rural water supply services and 
sanitation; and the EBRD, together with its development partners, approved loans and grants of 
over $252 million for water supply and wastewater management systems covering 16 cities. Since 
2016, the government has requested support from development partners to finance both rural 
($950 million) and urban ($500 million) water supply services and sanitation investment needs. In 
response, the World Bank and IDB plan to invest about $170 million by 2025, with 90% allocated 
for rural WSS. The EBRD and other development partners plan to invest about $130 million by 
2020, mainly in urban water supply and sewerage development. The Table lists completed and 
ongoing projects undertaken by major development partners in the urban and rural water supply 
services and sanitation subsectors.  

 
Major Development Partners  

Development 
Partner Name of Operations Duration 

Amount 
($ million) 

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

ADB 
ADB 
 
World Bank, DFID 
World Bank, DFID 
World Bank 

 
 

Islamic 
Development Bank 

Community-Based Infrastructure Services Sector Project  
Community-Based Infrastructure Services Sector Project 
(Supplementary Grant)  
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project  
Second Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project  
Sustainable Development of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation  
Sustainable Development of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
(Additional Financing)  
Rural Water Supply and Improvement Project  
Improvement of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation (Additional 
Financing)  

2000–2010 
2008–2013 

 
2001–2008 
2009–2014 
2016–2025 
2017–2025 

 
2017–2022 
2017–2022 

36.0  
9.8 

 
16.3 
13.7 
28.0 
43.2 

 
23.0 
60.0 

UN WASH and Water Resources Projects 2015–2020 4.2 

Urban Water Supply and Sanitation 

ADB 
ADB 
 
ADB 
World Bank  
 

Issyk-Kul Sustainable Development Project  
Emergency Assistance for Recovery and Reconstruction (only 
WSS component) 
Issyk-Kul Wastewater Management Project  
Bishkek and Osh Urban Infrastructure Project (Additional 
Financing)  

2009–2017 
2011–2016 

 
2018–2025 
2008–2015 

 

20.2 
24.0 

 
36.5 
14.4 

 

                                                
1  ADB. 2018. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan and Grant to 

the Kyrgyz Republic for the Issyk-Kul Wastewater Management Project. Manila; ADB. 2010. Report and 
Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan and Grant to the Kyrgyz Republic for 
Emergency Assistance for Recovery and Reconstruction. Manila. 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=52256-001-3
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Development 
Partner Name of Operations Duration 

Amount 
($ million) 

EBRD, SECO, EIB, 
EU 
 
 
World Bank 

Water Supply and Wastewater Systems Projects in 16 Cities 
(Balykchy, Batken, Bishkek, Cholpon-Ata, Jalal-Abad, Kyzyl 
Kant, Kara-Balta, Kara-Suu, Kiya, Maili-Suu, Naryn, Osh, Talas, 
Tokmok, Uzgen, Toktogul) across 23 separate projects 
Urban Development Program (Balykchy, Kerben, Sulyukta, 
Toktogul) 

2009–2022 
 
 
 

2016–2020 

252.2 
 
 
 

14.4 

Solid Waste Management 

EBRD, EU 
EBRD, EIB, EU  

Bishkek Solid Waste Project  
Bishkek and Osh Solid Waste Project  

2013–2018 
2013–2022 

26.4 
12.4 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, DFID = Department for International Development of the United Kingdom, EBRD = 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, EIB = European Investment Bank, EU = European Union, SECO 
= State Secretariat for Economic Affairs of Switzerland, UN = United Nations, WSS = water supply and sanitation; WASH 
= water, sanitation and hygiene. 
Sources: ADB; Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, Department of Drinking Water Supply and Sewerage Development; 
and Development Partners Coordination Committee. 

 
B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  
 
3. The development partners have established a Development Partners Coordination 
Committee (DPCC), which acts as a coordination mechanism and involves the exchange of 
information, policy dialogue, and country portfolio review. Key development partners in the 
country coordinate and harmonize procurement procedures, financial management and 
monitoring, and the activities of project management units. The DPCC has established sector 
working groups. The working group for water supply and sanitation is currently co-chaired by the 
European Union and Switzerland’s State Secretariat for Economic Affairs. Meetings are carried 
out on a quarterly basis. The co-chairs serve a 2-year term.  
 
4. The Department of Drinking Water Supply and Sewerage Development (DDWSSD), under 
the State Agency for Water Resources, synchronizes financial assistance from donors and 
development partners, in consultation with the Ministry of Finance, and has previously been an 
executing agency for water supply and sewerage projects financed by development partners. The 
ADB Kyrgyz Resident Mission has facilitated policy dialogue, programming, and project 
implementation. Under the leadership of the DDWSSD, the strategic and policy environment has 
improved since 2013. 
 
5. The government recently approved the National Development Strategy (NDS) of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, 2018–2040.2 The NDS prioritizes access to clean drinking water and sanitary 
facilities for all settlements, involving construction and rehabilitation of physical infrastructure 
together with proper operation and maintenance, and financial and institutional sustainability of 
WSS systems. Clean drinking water will be provided to 95% of settlements in the country, with 
over 2 million people in 653 villages in rural areas having access to a centralized water 
supply. This includes the provision of improved water and sanitation systems in 43 villages in 
Naryn province. Drinking water supply policy will be aimed at creating an economically 
sustainable, affordable service for safe and high-quality water supply, wastewater disposal, and 
sanitation in every settlement. The water supply management system will be converted to a 
market format with a reliable subsidy system for vulnerable groups. Government policy will focus 
on the principles of resource conservation and the rational use of water resources, including 
wastewater reuse. The main policy areas included in the NDS focus on improving management 

                                                
2  Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. 2018. National Development Strategy of the Kyrgyz Republic for 2018–2040. 

Bishkek. 
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and regulation of water supply, as well as finding an optimal financial model for sustainability. In 
2016 the government approved the national Strategy on Development of Water Supply and 
Sanitation in the Settlements (SDWSSS) program, 2016–2026.3 The main objective of the 
SDWSSS program is to provide (i) 90% of the population with access to safe drinking water, (ii) 
40% of the population with access to improved sewerage and sanitation systems, (iii) at least 
700,000 rural inhabitants with water supply systems, and (iv) inhabitants of raion (district) and 
provincial centers and secondary cities with wastewater disposal systems. The government 
recently approved a regional program that focuses on urban development of 20 cities in the 
country. 
   
C. Achievements and Issues  
 
6. Development partners in the Kyrgyz Republic have a long history of collaboration. 
Coordination among development partners has improved in the course of multiple interventions 
in the subsector for urban and rural areas. The SWDSSSS program was supported primarily by 
ADB and World Bank technical assistance (footnote 3).4 The development partners coordinate 
capacity building initiatives, design and formulate technical assistance programs to help the 
DDWSSD strengthen its institutional capabilities, and improve the policy and regulatory 
environment in the subsector.  
 
7. Several development partners have active operations supporting the national program 
(para. 2). The World Bank provided additional financing to their investment project and introduced 
the results-based financing approach for the sanitation component.5 ADB has harmonized the 
results framework with the World Bank’s framework as appropriate. While other donors do not 
have a similar financing mechanism, future operations by the World Bank and possibly other 
partners would build on the World Bank and ADB’s experience. The Aga Khan Foundation has 
expressed interest in supporting the RBL program possibly with cofinancing. 
 
8. In 2018, following a 4-year interval, ADB and the World Bank held a joint portfolio review 
meeting, chaired by the Ministry of Finance. The agreed joint action plan reflected discussions of 
project implementation issues and sector challenges, and joint efforts to support government 
agencies in undertaking portfolio management.  
 
D. Summary and Recommendations  
 
9. Development coordination in the subsector is improving. However, it is recommended that 
the DDWSSD and the DPCC play an active role in engaging new multilateral and bilateral partners 
in effective development coordination and coherent policy design. The results-based lending 
program will support the implementation of the NDS and SWDSSSS by helping support 
the provision of improved WSS systems and service delivery in 43 villages in Naryn province 
together with institutional reforms and capacity building. The government has identified the 
maintenance of water supply systems as a pressing issue. The NDS states that drinking water 
supply policy will be aimed at creating an economically sustainable and affordable service for safe 
and high-quality water supply. Water supplies and utilities services entities are being 
progressively introduced under the World Bank project to replace the former community drinking 

                                                
3  Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. 2016. Strategy for Development of Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 

Systems for Human Settlements in the Kyrgyz Republic until 2026. Bishkek. 
4  ADB. 2013. Technical Assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic for Water Supply and Sanitation Strategy. Manila. 
5  World Bank. 2016. Sustainable Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Development Project. Washington, DC; and World 

Bank. 2017. Sustainable Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Development Project – Additional Financing. 
Washington, DC. 
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water users’ unions, which are largely nonfunctional. The results-based lending program will 
follow this new procedure. The DPCC will help ensure that donor partners coordinate their 
approach in providing assistance to the DDWSSD and the Community Development and 
Investment Agency in supporting the establishment and operations of the water supplies and 
utilities services entities. 


