
2020 International Comparison Program for Asia and the Pacific  
(KSTA REG 53303) 

 
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS 

 
1. Consultant for sampling (international, 1.5 person-months, intermittent). The consultant 
must be a statistician with 20 years of general experience and 15 years of experience in designing 
sample surveys, including price surveys.  Previous experience of guiding sampling strategies in 
International Comparison Program (ICP) experience is preferred. 

 
2. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include the following: 

(i) prepare guidelines for sampling design to serve as guide for participating economies 
to prepare their sampling designs for ICP price surveys, 

(ii) review and evaluate sampling designs and provide appropriate comments on steps to 
be taken, and 

(iii) serve as a resource person and facilitator in workshops on training and discussion on 
sampling design and prepare technical documentation of the proceedings on the 
sampling training workshop that may be organized. 
 

3. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) guidelines for the sampling design for 
participating economies, (ii)  a draft and final report evaluating the sampling designs of the 
participating economies and providing appropriate recommendations, (iii) a consolidated 
document on the sampling design prepared by economies for 2020 ICP; and (iv) presentations, 
workshop materials, and technical documentation of the proceedings of the workshops. 

 
4. Consultant for price indices and purchasing power parity computation 
methodology (international, 6 person-months, intermittent). The consultant should be an 
economist or statistician with 20 years of general experience and at least 5 years working 
experience with the application of index numbers to consumer price index and subnational PPPs 
to ICP with emphasis on purchasing power parity (PPP) computation. 
 
5. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include the following:  

(i) undertake technical evaluation of data submissions by participating economies to 
establish consistency of concepts used in price collection, 

(ii) participate in data validation workshops technical assistance (TA) meetings to assist 
the project team in determining the quality of data inputs for PPP computation, 

(iii) determine the accuracy of product identification in the participating economies and 
establish that correct product specifications were followed in identifying the products 
priced, 

(iv) perform the required statistical analysis to determine if the desired price parity is 
established based on data submissions of participating economies, 

(v) recommend practical and technical solutions or suggest appropriate courses of action 
to be taken by the participating economies or the Office of the Chief Economist and 
Director General – Statistics and Data Innovation Unit (EROD-SDI) of the Economic 
Research and Regional Cooperation Department (ERCD) to address issues and 
concerns regarding data submissions, 

(vi) recommend the appropriate methodology for data collection and PPP computations 
and special recommendations for the comparison resistant sectors,  

(vii) work closely with Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) ICP Team and NIAs of 
participating economies to conduct feasibility studies of integrating ICP activities into 
regular price collection activities such as that of consumer price index (CPI); Review 
the CPIs and other price indices of the participating economies for their use in 
extrapolating PPPs;  
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(viii) Provide recommendations and guidelines on how to improve price statistics 
especially CPI, 

(ix) Prepare operational guidelines for harmonizing CPIs according to COICOP and ICP 
classification, 

(x) Assist the project officer in conducting workshops, facilitate sessions, make 
presentations and prepare related reports; and 

(xi) Perform other related tasks that may be necessary in the integration of all country-
specific implementation plans for CPI-ICP integration for Asia and the Pacific and other 
related tasks necessary in PPP computation. 

 
6. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) a draft and final report evaluating the quality 
of ICP data submitted by participating economies based on established international standards 
and using statistical techniques; (ii) technical documentation including the rationale for 
recommending certain methods for implementation in Asia and the Pacific, workshop 
proceedings, and presentations, among others; (iii) review of the price indices compiled by the 
countries and their suitability for PPP extrapolation, and (iv) draft regional implementation plan for 
conduct of more frequent ICP rounds, implementing rolling survey approach and guidelines for 
sub-national PPP compilation methods. 
 
7. Consultant for national accounts (international, 1.5 person-months, intermittent). 
The consultant should be an economist or statistician with 20 years of general experience and 15 
years working experience in economic statistics, with emphasis on national accounts compilation 
methods. 

 
8. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include the following: 

(i) provide training on the 2008 System of National Accounts in relation to the applications 
of national accounts to ICP;1 

(ii) assist participating economies by preparing guidelines and providing methodological 
advice to adapt the ICP expenditure classification established by the ICP Global Office 
for global comparisons to best suit circumstances in Asia and the Pacific, ensuring 
consistency with other ICP areas; 

(iii) ensure uniform disaggregation of the gross domestic expenditure categories into 
various basic headings, including the reliability of weights at the basic heading level, 
and assist participating economies in deriving the required weights by basic heading; 

(iv) undertake validation of GDP data submitted by the NIAs and provide feedback to NIAs 
for ensuring correction and consistency of data using standard tools for data validation; 

(v) prepare guidelines for estimating components of gross fixed capital formation by type 
of assets and by institutional sectors; 

(vi) assist the EROD-SDI of ERCD in conducting related workshops, facilitate sessions 
and make presentations and prepare meeting reports; and 

(vii) undertake writing of the national accounts-related sections of the ICP report. 
 
9. The expected outputs of the consultant are  

(i) draft and final report evaluating the quality of national accounts data submitted by 
Participating economies, including compliance with the 2008 System of National 
Accounts recommendations and guidelines for estimating components of gross fixed 
capital formation; 

 
1 The System of National Accounts 2008 (2008 SNA) is the latest version of the international statistical standard for 

the national accounts, adopted by the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC).  



(ii) summary of national accounts quality assurance framework for country submissions 
and identifying critical technical and methodological issues in the data submitted; and 

(iii) technical documents for the workshops, which may include background documents, 
PowerPoint presentations, and documentation of workshop proceedings. 

 
 

10. Consultant for analysis of ICP PPP results and preparation of ICP report 
(international, 3 person-months, intermittent).  The consultant should be an economist or 
statistician with 20 years of general experience and 10 years of ICP work experience and a proven 
track record in data analysis and interpreting of PPP-related information, index numbers theory 
and practice and technical report writing. 

 
11. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include the following: 

(i) participate in expert group meetings/ data validation workshops/ technical meetings to 
assess the quality of data, and preliminary results of the 2020 ICP PPP results and 
assist the project team in determining the quality of data inputs for PPP computation; 

(ii) recommend the appropriate methods for PPP computations at the BH level and at 
higher levels of aggregation and practical methods and technical solutions and/or 
suggest appropriate courses of action to be taken by the ADB team and/or by the 
participating economies to address data issues, data inconsistencies, and concerns 
that have adverse impact on results; 

(iii) perform required analysis and assessment of preliminary and final results of the 2020 
PPPs calculations including consistency checks; 

(iv) perform required statistical analysis and prepare the (i) ICP regional report “2020 
International Comparison Program for Asia and the Pacific: Purchasing Power Parities 
and Real Expenditures” and (ii) Executive Summary of the 2020 ICP main regional 
report; 

(v) assist ERCD in disseminating the results of the 2020 ICP cycle by helping in organizing 
disseminations events/seminars at the regional/country level and at academic 
institutions, and prepare/make powerpoint presentations as needed;   

(vi) suggest important areas of methodological research, and prepare at least 2 research 
papers from the 2020 ICP data to improve ICP methods and highlighting certain 
research findings that will lead to methodological improvements for implementing ICP 
in Asia and the Pacific region; 

(vii) guide the project officer in resolving difficult country data issues and undertake 
missions to the economies for discussions on data issues, if needed to resolve any 
data and/or methodological issues with any country(ies); 

(viii) perform other related tasks that may be necessary in the publication of relevant 
reports and in the conduct of research studies; and 

(ix) perform other related tasks necessary in the PPP computation and publication of the 
2020 ICP regional report. 
 

12. The expected outputs of the consultant are the (i) draft and final ICP Asia and the Pacific 
main regional report, (ii) executive summary report of (i), and (iii) Presentations and briefing 
notes for workshops, and dissemination events. 

 
13. Consultants/Resource Persons for conduct of research on non-household sectors 
(Machinery and Equipment [International, 0.5 person-month, intermittent], Construction 
[International, 0.5 person-month, intermittent); The consultants will be professionals with 15 years 
of general experience and 10 years of experience in the specified field of expertise and preferably 
previous work experience on ICP or extensive user of ICP and PPPs data. 



 
14. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include, but will not be limited to the 
following: 

(i) develop product catalogues by integrating the regional items with global product lists; 
review the list of products in the global core list including their price determining 
characteristics for pricing in participating economies considering their economic and 
technological development; 

(ii) Collaborate with global and regional task forces and experts in robust comparisons of 
prices in their area; 

(iii) Facilitate workshops to provide technical advice to participating economies to correctly 
identify the products based on the specifications; 

(iv) Identify correct sources of price data and filling of survey instruments in line with the 
ICP guidelines; 

(v) Facilitate workshop to provide technical guidance in reviewing and validating the 
prices and related data submitted by the countries for ensuring comparability. 

(vi) Assist the project officer in conducting workshops, facilitate sessions, make 
presentations and prepare related workshop reports and recommendations; and 

(vii) Perform other related tasks in the course of implementation of surveys 
 
15. The expected outputs are reviewed product list and survey instruments, reviewed existing 
methodology and corresponding documents with recommendations and guidelines to improve 
comparison in specific non-household sector.  
 
16. Manuscript editor (international, 2 person-months, intermittent). The consultant should 
have 15 years of general experience and 10 years of experience in editing economic and 
statistical publications, and should preferably be familiar with ICP-related work. 
 
17. The specific responsibilities of the editor will include the following: 

(i) conduct data consistency checks of the manuscript to ensure data integrity and 
internal consistency; 

(ii) liaise with the typesetter to ensure that all editorial comments are incorporated in the 
typeset manuscript for final printing; 

(iii) edit in conformity with the Asian Development Bank’s editorial style and usage 
(including identifying and resolving issues regarding politically and legally sensitive 
material); 

(iv) prepare the table of contents, definition of terms, and list of acronyms; and 
(v) review the typeset manuscript for digital printing. 

 
18. The expected output of the consultant is the final manuscript for publication. 

 
19. Four economists or statisticians (national, Philippines, total of 120 person-months at 
30 person-months each, continuous). The consultant should be an economist or statistician with 
a Bachelor’s degree (preferably a Master’s degree) in a related discipline, should have 8 years of 
general experience and 5 years of experience working in the areas of official statistics, such as 
national accounts, price statistics, statistical surveys, data collection, validation and analysis, and 
should preferably have previous ICP work-related experience. The responsibilities of the 
consultant, who should be a resident of the Philippines, will include the following:  
 

(i) assist the project officer in implementing the regular activities under the TA; 
(ii) assist in the development of household and non-household product lists and catalogs 

and technical guidelines; 



(iii) request CPI lists of Participating economies and assist in identifying common 
commodities in the CPI to set up pricing lists for household final consumption 
expenditures and other information including the one needed for research studies 
under the TA; 

(iv) collect price data and/or assist in breaking down the national accounts data from 
participating economies into the desired 155 basic heading levels; 

(v) assist in data editing and validation of ICP price and/or national accounts data; 
(vi) assist in preparing communications and coordinating with national implementing 

agencies and answering technical and administrative queries from the NIAs for 
implementation of the ICP at the country levels; 

(vii) determine the availability of national accounts data for participating economies by 
examining the details of their national accounts estimates, and identify supplementary 
data that could be used to provide the details required; 

(viii) assist in the preparation of the national accounts metadata of participating 
economies; 

(ix) assist in the calculation of preliminary and final PPP results; 
(x) draft technical documentation of activities under the TA; 
(xi) provide administrative and technical support to the project officer, ERCD staff, and 

the international consultants engaged under the TA; 
(xii) assist in organizing TA technical meetings and/or workshops and preparing meeting 

and/or workshop documents, presentations and highlights; and 
(xiii) perform other tasks as needed. 

 
20. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) preparation of technical and administrative 
documents and communications for day-to-day implementation of ICP activities at the country 
and regional levels; (ii) inputs for undertaking research studies under the TA, for assigned topics, 
data reviews, and validation reports; and (ii) metadata documentation, documents and reports (as 
needed), workshop highlights, and presentation materials. 

 
21. Two Data and Research Analyst/ Associates (national, Philippines, total of 48 person-
months at 24 person-months each, continuous). The consultants should be an economist or 
statistician with preferably a Master’s degree in a related discipline, should have five years of 
general experience and two years of experience working as extensive user of official statistics, 
such as national accounts, price statistics, statistical surveys, data collection, and validation and 
analysis. Previous ICP work-related experience is an advantage. 
 
22. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include, but will not be limited to the 
following: 

 
(i) work closely with ADB’s ICP team and NIAs of participating economies to conduct 

feasibility and research studies and assists international experts in developing sound 
methodology for items and price comparisons in specific sectors; 

(ii) conduct data mining work to further support and validate prices and information 
collected for ICP research areas – (i) subnational PPPs, (ii) methodological studies on 
ICP  such as housing, urban-rural differences and capital city comparisons;  

(iii) assist the ADB’s ICP Team and international consultants in reviewing the methods 
used in earlier ICP rounds and by analyzing the data, suggest specific methods to 
improve comparisons;  

(iv) perform other related tasks that may be necessary in the integration of all country-
specific implementation plans for conducting more frequent ICP activities for Asia and 
the Pacific results; and  



(v) perform other tasks as needed. 
 

23. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) feasibility studies for assigned topic, data 
reviews, and validation reports; and (ii) metadata documentation, documents and reports. 
 
 
24. Data specialists (national, 12 person-months, intermittent; for NIA [need-based]). The 
national consultant should have extensive experience working on official statistics including 
experience on price surveys conducted by national statistical systems (including knowledge on 
sampling design, item basket). The data specialist in each participating economy will assist the 
NIA in implementing the ICP project activities at the national level. 
 
25. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include, but will not be limited to the 
following: 

 
(i) assist the national coordinator and deputy national coordinator in conducting intra-

country validation and other price analysis as required; 
(ii) work closely with NIA’s ICP team and to conduct rigorous data validation on specific 

issues related to prices collected up to the basic heading and item level prices;  
(iii) conduct data mining work to further support and validate prices and information 

collected by NIAs for ICP; 
(iv) perform other related tasks that may be necessary in the integration of all country-

specific implementation plans; and  
(v) perform other tasks as needed. 

 
26. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) data reviews, and validation reports; and (ii) 
metadata documentation, documents and reports. 
 
27. Two consultants for web development (national, total of 4 person-months at 2 person-

months each, intermittent).  The consultant should be university degree in the field of 
computer science with  10 years of general experience and 5 years experience as website 
developer and system architect, knowledge on database system, have proven analytical 
and problem-solving skills, excellent communication and organizational skills, including 
ability to document procedures and draft complex technical documents; and familiarity with 
international and national websites particularly those related to statistics, statistical 
capacity, and/or economic development. 

 
28. The specific responsibilities of the consultant will include the following: 

(i) Ensure alignment of delivery of output with the ICP project timeline; 
(ii) Prepare detailed website specifications and analyze user needs to determine 

technical requirements; 
(iii) Identify site taxonomy, metadata, and search function requirements; and assess 

other requirements using the existing ADB and WB ICP websites as reference; 
(iv) Optimize the site design such that information/content is easier to view and navigate; 
(v) Undertake the analysis of website requirements such as web content and 

management; 
(vi) Develop text and page layouts including templates, graphic elements, and features; 

as well as ensure that the site’s visual imagery is in line with ADB’s branding policy; 
(vii)  Ensure that the website is user-friendly; has interactive design; clear navigation; 

and meet ADB’s security requirements; 



(viii) Make recommendations on how to improve application performance, user 
experience, and refine the web design and content workflows; 

(ix) Integrate enhanced features and innovative concepts to achieve knowledge 
outreach goals; 

(x) Implement security and data protection; 
(xi) Ensure cross-browser compatibility across a variety of support browsers (e.g., 

Mozilla Firefox, Safari, Internet Explorer, Safari, Google Chrome; Microsoft Edge, 
etc.); 

(xii) Proofread content and assist in the maintenance and changes to the website to 
ensure efficiency and security of the project website; 

(xiii) Coordinate with the project officer and team on approved enhancements and site 
contents; 

(xiv) Incorporate page menus for the 2005 and 2011 ICP data and embeds data 
visualization for some of the key PPP related indicators; 

(xv) Employ performance benchmarking tests and identify technical problems, if any;  
(xvi) Assist the project officer and its team members regarding content management, 

support and website maintenance; 
(xvii) EROD-SDI of ADB is the sole owner of all information and materials developed 

under this requirement. Thus, any data, information and/or project related 
documents or materials cannot be disclosed, use, reuse, distribute to any other 
individual, agency or any other third party for whatever purpose without prior written 
consent of the ICP project leader/officer;  

(xviii) After deployment of the project website, a stabilization period of 6 months, during 
which any bugs or errors found on the website, shall be rectified free of charge; and 

(xix) Perform other tasks as required. 
 

29. The expected outputs are (i) inception report that includes website design and analysis; 
taxonomy of project website; (ii) support and assistance to the ICP Project Officer and national 
staff; and new finalized and enhanced website for ICP in Asia and the Pacific region. 

 
30. Information technology and database specialist (national, 18 person-months, 
intermittent). The consultant should have a degree in a related discipline, working knowledge of 
economics and/or statistics and have a strong programming background, with emphasis in 
database management, including statistical databases and front and back end web applications. 
The consultant should have five years of working experience and three years of which are directly 
working on managing and developing web-based database systems.  
 
31. The responsibilities of the consultant, who should be a resident of the Philippines, will 
include the following: 

(i) review the ICP process commencing from product list development to basic data 
analysis (computation of averages, coefficients of variations, minimum, maximum, and 
minimum-maximum ratio); 

(ii) enhance and finalize the web-based ICP Asia and the Pacific Software Suite (ICP-
APSS) for data processing and data validation protocols for data quality control, and 
add additional features as necessary and integrating all features into one single 
application; 

(iii) ensure that outputs of the updated version of the ICP-APSS based on a web-based 
application, include variables, product specifications, and calculations to meet the 
requirements of the work and data validation including with the CPI movements as 
well as with the price movements from the previous ICP to now; 



(iv) provide technical support to ERCD staff and participating economies on the use of the 
ICP-APSS and resolving day-to-day technical issues in the use of the Application 
including conducting training for staff of NIAs in the use of Application in workshops; 

(v) provide clear algorithms and documentation (including instruction manuals) for the 
programs developed;  

(vi) review the ICP website and improve the webpages for information content and regular 
updating and perform other tasks as needed; and 

(vii) conduct in-country and regional training on use of ICP-APSS web-based application 
by the NIA and prepare training reports 

 
32. The expected outputs of the consultant are (i) an updated ICP-APSS and related 
instruction materials and user manuals; (ii) documentation of the data workflow and programs 
created; and (iii) draft reports (as needed), workshop highlights, and training materials and 
presentation materials. 
 
33. Graphic Design Artist (2 person months, intermittent). The consultant with a degree in a 
related discipline, will have five years of general experience and three years of specific experience 
relevant to the job. The consultant will be responsible for the preparation of the cover and interior 
design and the execution of lay-out of the 2020 ICP Asia Pacific Final Report including its 
highlights.  The consultant, who should be a resident of the Philippines, will: 
 

(i) format tables and charts of the main report and highlights; 
(ii) prepare cover designs and interior templates; 
(iii) encode corrections of the main report and highlights; 
(iv) submit consolidated proof of final main report and highlights; 
(v) finalize pdf main report and highlights; and 
(vi) perform other related duties as the need arises 

 


