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Digital Entrepreneurship in Asia for Economic Resilience and Post-Pandemic Recovery (KSTA REG 54301-001) 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS 

1. A total of 42 consulting inputs will be allocated as follows: (i) 25.5 person-months for 14 

international individual consultants; (ii) 13 person-months to 2 national individual consultants; and 

(iii) 3.5 person-months for 15 resource persons. The international individual consultants, including 

out-of-pocket expenses are estimated to cost $220,000 while the national individual consultants, 

are estimated at $55,000.  

 

A. INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS  

1. Economists (13 persons, 24 person-months) The economists will conduct in-depth innovative 

and policy-relevant knowledge on digital entrepreneurship in the region including but not limited 

to the following: (a) the current state of digital entrepreneurship in Asia, (b) cross-country empirical 

analysis of link between institutions and governance and digital entrepreneurship, (c) cross-

country analysis of the influence of ICT infrastructure on digital entrepreneurship, (d) firm-level 

empirical analyses of the drivers of digital entrepreneurship, (e) case studies of successful 

entrepreneurial ecosystems in developing member countries (DMCs), (f) a case study of digital 

entrepreneurship among the poor in DMCs, (g) firm-level analyses of the drivers of digital 

entrepreneurial ecosystems in DMCs, and (h) studies that will identify key national-level and local-

level policies for promoting digital entrepreneurship.  

They should have a PhD in economics and have at least 10 years of specific experience relevant 

to the assignment as well as strong publication records to show in-depth knowledge in digital 

entrepreneurship issues, and preferably have good knowledge of the region’s context and 

relevant policy dynamics. Specific tasks include the following:  

(i) conduct literature reviews and research design to enhance existing economic literature on 
trends based on assigned topics;  

(ii) compile data, analyze, and provide sensible economic interpretation of the empirical results 
and possible policy implications;  

(iii) draft and finalize research reports that will serve as background materials for the research 
online working papers and executive report;  

(iv) make necessary revisions to the research based on feedbacks from reviewers, readers, and 
editors; and  

(v) participate in related seminars, workshops, and conferences, as needed.  

 

2. Manuscript Editor (1 person, 1.5 person-months) The editor will review and edit the content of 

the research working papers, executive report as well as policy briefs, and blogs to ensure 

coherence and readability, sound economic arguments, and the highest publication standards. 

The consultant should have at least 10 years of relevant experience in editing economic reports 

and publications. Specific tasks include the following:  
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(i) examine economic arguments to assess if they are logical and based on accepted economic 
theory and principles;  

(ii) rewrite, add, or delete information, and help revise pages or sections, if necessary, to tighten 
economic arguments, fill in gaps in the discussions, and ensure the smooth flow of ideas;  

(iii) examine the tables, figures, and charts to ensure data consistency within pages and 
documents, and suggest deletions and additions to ensure that they are useful; and  

(iv) ensure that documents adhere to the ADB Handbook of Style and Usage and conform to 
high publication standards.  

 

B. NATIONAL CONSULTANTS  

1. Research Associate (1 person, 12.25 person-months)  

The research associate should have in-depth knowledge of the economic developments and 

support knowledge production through analytical and data gathering tasks. He/She will also 

support the TA activities to achieve the intended outcomes of the TA. The research associate 

should have bachelor or master’s degree in finance, economics, or statistics with a minimum 5 

years of specific experience relevant to the assignment. Specific tasks include the following:  

(i) provide technical support in research, including data collection and compilation of key 
information from various sources, data processing and analysis as assigned by supervising 
international staff;  

(ii) provide research assistance, including the management of datasets, and perform and assist 
in econometric studies;  

(iii) contribute to drafting of executive reports;  

(iv) provide editorial and proofreading support in the working papers and final reports;  

(v) assist in the preparation of presentation materials and briefing notes; (vi) assist smooth 
dissemination of research work and TA outputs;  

(vii) work closely with working paper authors and relevant staff at ADB; and  

(viii) perform other tasks as required by the supervising staff.  

 

2. Graphic Artist (1 person, 0.75 person-months)  

(i) conceptualize and implement designs for project promotional materials as needed;  

(ii) provide graphic design works and layout services to project publications; 

(iii) coordinate with relevant departments to ensure that the graphic design work of the report is 
consistent with ADB design guidelines; and 

(iv) other tasks related to executive report production the website as may be requested by the 
project leader and/or other TA members. 

 

 


