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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS 

 
 
1. To implement the Asian Development Bank (ADB) funded knowledge and support 
technical assistance TA, the Regional Cooperation and Integration Division (ERCI), Economic 
Research and Regional Cooperation Department will require an estimated 11 person-months of 
international consulting inputs, 56 months of national consulting inputs, and 2 person-months of 
resource persons. The number of person-months is indicative. Lump sum payments and output-
based contracts will be considered. The consultants will report to and be supervised by ERCI as 
TA supervising unit. Whenever possible, ERCI will also engage in collaborative research with 
other divisions and departments within ADB. 
 
2. The TA will support trade facilitation implementation in its developing member countries 
(DMCs) through research and development and capacity building activities. Despite steady 
implementation of trade facilitation measures in Asia and  the Pacific, much remains to be done 
especially in the areas of cross-border paperless trade and inclusive trade, small and medium-
sized enterprises, and female-owned firms. In addition, the coronavirus-disease pandemic has 
also exposed weaknesses in cross-border trade and emergency protocols. As a result, digital 
transformation will likely accelerate and the transition to tne “new  normal” post pandemic will 
require knowledge base for forward-looking trade facilitation policy making and enhanced 
capacities for stakeholders.  
 
3. The technical expertise and international and national consultant inputs are outlined in the 
table: 
 

Table: Summary of Key Deliverables and Consulting Service Requirements 
Major Deliverables 

(as per TA DMF) 
Consultants Expertise International 

Inputs (PM) 
National 
Inputs 
(PM) 

1. Background study on 
strengthening digital trade and 
trade facilitation 

Trade or Economist 
expert 

  2.2 11.2 

2. Background study on the role of 
trade facilitation during crises in 
vulnerable sectors 

Trade or Economist 
expert 

2.2 11.2 

3. Background study on securing 
more resilient supply chains 

Trade or Economist 
expert 

2.2 11.2 

4. Background study on 
strengthened support for access 
to trade finance using emerging 
technology 

Trade or Economist 
expert 

2.2 11.2 

5. Background study on an 
integrated approach for trade 
and transport facilitation 

Trade or Economist 
expert 

2.2 11.2 

6. Analytical inputs, presenters Resource persons 2.0  
Total  13 56 
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A. TRADE or ECONOMIST EXPERT (International, 5 positions, 11 person-months) 
  
4. International consultants will be hired to support the development and research on the 

background studies on digital trade, trade facilitation and vulnerable sectors, securing 
supply chains, trade finance and emerging technology, trade and transport facilitation. The 
consultant will have at least 7 years experience in trade, trade facilitation, and its related 
fields. He/She must have a master’s degree in trade, economics or related fields and fluent 
in English. The scope of work will include: 
 
(i) Provide an assessment on the trends, policies, and current state in Asia and 

Pacific; 
(ii) Identify gaps, issues, challenges, and areas for policy reform; 
(iii) Examine possible solutions using appropriate econometric and analytical tools;  
(iv) Provide policy recommendations as appropriate;  and 
(v) Draft, revise, and finalize research paper 

 
B.  SENIOR RESEARCH ANALYSTS (National, 2 positions, 56 person-months) 

 
5. National consultants will be hired to support the research for the background studies. The 

consultants should have a background in economics with strong analytical skills and 
proficiency in the use of statistical applications such as Stata and Eviews. A master’s degree 
in economics or related fields would be an advantage. The scope of work will include: 

 
(ii) Collect and analyze study-related data and material; 
(iii) Prepare charts and tables; 
(iv) Draft write-ups of charts and tables; 
(v) Draft write-ups of assigned sections of the study;  
(vi) Prepare presentations and assist in the production of publications; 
(vii) Assist in the finalization of the study; 
(viii) Perform other related tasks as may be required. 

 
 
C. RESOURCE PERSONS (International, 10 positions, 2 person-months) 

 
6. Resource persons will be engaged for approximately 5 days each to provide analytical inputs, 

prepare and deliver presentations during the planned events of the TA. The resource persons 
will be distinguished experts or policymakers specializing in trade and trade facilitation related 
issues.  

 
7. The resource persons will perform the following tasks: (i) provide technical and analytical 

inputs to the TA’s events; (ii) prepare and make presentations on the topics assigned to them; 
and (iii) moderate and facilitate discussion and exchanges of ideas among participants and 
other resource persons. 
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