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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS 

A. Individual International Consultants 

1. Economists/Statisticians/Resource persons (6 person-months, intermittent). The 
consultant will analyze digital platforms in Southeast and East Asia. He/She will undertake 
computer programming, data processing and analyses, using data mining and 
econometric models. He/She should have, at the minimum, a MA/MS in economics, 
statistics, or related quantitative discipline, as well as experience in undertaking research. 
The consultant will evaluate data and conduct research on digital platforms in Southeast 
Asia. He/She will perform the following tasks: 

i. Conduct review of the relevant literature on digital platforms, environmental regulation, 
consumer markets, research methodology, and so on; 

ii. Conduct survey of data sources available on Southeast Asian economies;  
iii. Work with data from various surveys to construct weights to be used for analysis, and 

assist in developing survey questionnaires; 
iv. Work closely with data owners to understand, process and analyze data; 
v. Write code to undertake analysis of the data, including processing/cleaning the data, 

developing statistical indicators, and econometric analyses etc.;  
vi. Present the results in a number of reports; 
vii. As needed, (i) conduct in-depth analysis and/or give expert inputs on the development 

context and challenges during report preparation—i.e., data collection, surveys and 
processing, quantitative and qualitative analyses, background analytical papers, and 
main report preparation; (ii) provide independent peer reviews; and (iii) act as resource 
persons to speak and/or coordinators to help organize key evaluation outreach and 
knowledge-sharing activities; and 

viii. Perform other related tasks as assigned by project officer. 
 

Minimum Qualifications 

The experts should have: (i) a Master’s degree in economics, statistics, or related 
discipline, with PhD preferred; (ii) 10 years of experience in survey methodology, data 
mining and economic/business research; (iii) experience in and knowledge of policy work 
would be an advantage; (iv) ability to program in R, STATA, and other software; and (v) 
excellent writing, presentation, and communication skills in English. 

2. Data Scientists (6 person-months, intermittent). The consultant will analyze various 
big data sources in Southeast and East Asia. He/She will undertake computer 
programming, data processing and analyses, using data mining, predictive analytics, and 
deep learning models. He/She should have, at the minimum, a MA/MS in economics, 
statistics, or related quantitative discipline, as well as substantial experience in 
undertaking research. Experience with data science techniques is essential. The 
consultant will evaluate data and conduct research on various private and public sector 
datasets in Southeast and East Asia, including working with different geospatial data 
layers and interfacing these with other data sources for relevant spatial analyses. He/She 
will perform the following tasks: 

i. Work closely with data owners to understand, process and analyze data; 
ii. Write code to undertake analysis of the data, including processing/cleaning the data, 

developing data science models to provide insights to research questions, perform 
robustness tests at the request of project officers etc.; 
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iii. Present the results in a number of reports; and 
iv. Perform other related tasks as assigned by project officer. 

Minimum Qualifications 

The experts should have: (i) a Master’s degree in economics, statistics, or related 
discipline, with PhD preferred; (ii) at least 5 years of experience in data mining, data 
science and economic/business research; (iii) experience in and knowledge of policy work 
would be an advantage; (iv) ability to program in R, Python, STATA and other software; 
and (v) excellent writing, presentation, and communication skills in English. 

B. Individual National Consultants 

3. Economists/Statisticians (6 person-months, intermittent). The consultant will study 
digital platforms in Southeast and East Asia. He/She will undertake computer 
programming, data processing and analyses, using data mining and econometric models. 
He/She will also perform data masking, de-identification, or anonymization, as required. 
He/She should have, at the minimum, a MA/MS in economics, statistics, or related 
quantitative discipline, as well as experience in undertaking research.  It is essential that 
he/she has proficiency in local language. The consultant will evaluate data and conduct 
research on digital platforms in Southeast Asia. He/She will perform the following tasks: 

i. Conduct review of the relevant literature on digital platforms, environmental regulation, 
consumer markets, research methodology, and so on; 

ii. Support international consultant in conducting survey of data sources available on 
Southeast Asian economies;  

iii. Work with data from various surveys to construct weights to be used for analysis, and 
assist in developing survey questionnaires; 

iv. Collaborate closely with data owners to understand, process and analyze data; 
v. Work with international consultant and support development of code to undertake 

analysis of the data, including processing/cleaning the data, developing statistical 
indicators, and econometric analyses etc.; 

vi. Work with national agencies and/or research local sources to compile a dataset on 
government programs, measures and policies at the district level; and 

vii. Contribute to the preparation of reports, briefs, articles, summarizing the results and 
findings of the studies; 

viii. Perform other related tasks as assigned by project officer. 

Minimum Qualifications 

The experts should have: (i) a Master’s degree in economics, statistics, or related 
discipline, with PhD preferred; (ii) 7 years of experience in survey methodology, data 
mining and economic/business research; (iii) experience in and knowledge of policy work 
would be an advantage; (iv) ability to program in R, STATA and other software; (v) ability 
to speak and write in local language; and (vi) excellent writing, presentation, and 
communication skills in English. 

4. Data Scientists (6 person-months, intermittent). The consultant will analyze various 
big data sources in Southeast and East Asia. He/She will undertake computer 
programming, data processing and analyses, using data mining, predictive analytics and 
deep learning models. He/She will also perform data masking, de-identification, or 
anonymization, as required. He/She should have, at the minimum, a MA/MS in economics, 
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statistics, or related quantitative discipline, as well as substantial experience in 
undertaking research. Experience with data science techniques is essential. Proficiency 
in local language would be an advantage. The consultant will evaluate data and conduct 
research on various private and public sector datasets in Southeast and East Asia. He/She 
will perform the following tasks: 

i. Support international consultant as he/she works closely with data owners to 
understand, process and analyze data; 

ii. Support international consultant to write code to undertake analysis of the data, 
including processing/cleaning the data, developing data science models to provide 
insights to research questions, perform robustness tests at the request of project 
officers etc.; 

iii. With the international consultant, work with national agencies and/or research local 
sources (including webscraping) to compile a dataset on government programs, 
measures and policies at the district level; 

iv. Contribute to preparation of reports, articles, reporting the results and findings; and 
v. Perform other related tasks as assigned by project officer. 

Minimum Qualifications 

The experts should have: (i) a Master’s degree in economics, statistics, or related 

discipline, with PhD preferred; (ii) at least 5 years of experience in data mining, data 

science and economic/business research; (iii) experience in and knowledge of policy work 

would be an advantage; (iv) ability to program in R, Python, STATA and other software; 

(v) ability to speak and write in local language; and (vi) excellent writing, presentation, and 

communication skills in English. 


