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Pohnpei has about 100 kilometers (km) of asphalt sealed roads, generally in good and fair 
condition, with an estimated 15% of the roads in poor and very poor. The road cross-section is 
very flat and side drainage is regularly missing or inadequate, leading to standing or running water 
on the road surface. Road signage is generally absent. One bridge is in unsafe condition and 
weight limit and/or closure is being considered by the government. 
 
Kosrae has 35 km of asphalt sealed roads, generally in fair to good condition. There is no 
evidence of side drainage, but roads tend to have cross-fall such that run off drains acceptably 
on both sides. The Lelu causeway was constructed 50 years ago, is very narrow, is low level, has 
insufficient drainage, and is suffering from erosion and scouring from tidal action. Bridges are 
generally in good condition. The road between Malem and Utwe is subject to coastal erosion 
which is getting worse under the effects of sea level rise. 
 
Chuuk has 10 km of asphalt, 5 km of concrete, and 5 km of unsealed roads. Concrete roads were 
built between 2015 and 2017 and in very good condition, while asphalt roads are relatively old 
and in generally very poor condition. Bridges are generally in good condition. However, the paved 
road network is of very limited extent and covers only the north–western part of the island in the 
area of the airport, the seaport, and the main government institutions. The extension of the road 
network is a priority. 
 
Yap has 40 km asphalt, 10 km of double seal, and 10 km unsealed roads. Roads are generally 
in good condition in large part due to a very good drainage. Three bridges are in unsafe condition 
and weight limit and/or closure is being considered by the government. 
 
Urban roads. The roads in the four urban centers are in fair to good condition, with problems 
mostly relating to pavement deterioration in some segments, signage, lack of sidewalks, the need 
for improved intersections and traffic control measures, and drainage and pedestrian safety.  
There are, however, deteriorated bridges in at least two of the urban centers (Colonia in Yap and 
Kolonia in Pohnpei) that need to be replaced. Some of the urban roads in Lelu town in Kosrae 
need shore protection works. The largest urban center is the town of Kolonia in Pohnpei, with 
about 9.2 km of roads. Most of the pavements are in fair condition although some pavements are 
in need of rehabilitation, especially those segments which provide access to schools. 
Road pavements in Lelu in Kosrae are in need of rehabilitation and drainage improvements.  
 

  
          Part of the unsealed primary road network in Chuuk.                     Coastal road in Yap subject to erosion. 
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