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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR USE OF FUNDS UNDER THE RAPID RESPONSE 
COMPONENT 

1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the government agreed on an indicative list of
items that will be financed by the project.1 To be eligible for ADB financing under the rapid
response component, the vaccines must meet one of the eligibility criteria outlined in ADB’s policy
on Support to Enhance COVID-19 Vaccine Access.2

(i) Criterion 1: The vaccine has been selected for procurement through COVID-19
Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) on behalf of its participating countries;3 or

(ii) Criterion 2: The vaccine has received World Health Organization (WHO)
prequalification or WHO emergency use listing (EUL); or

(iii) Criterion 3: The vaccine has received regular or emergency licensure or
authorization by a stringent regulatory authority.4

2. The financing of vaccine doses, over and above the free vaccines that the COVAX facility
will procure from the said facility, will be deemed eligible as these vaccines comply with the first
criteria.

3. The vaccines which are currently being procured or planned to be procured from vaccine
manufacturers or distributors are summarized below, along with an assessment of their status of
compliance with the three eligibility criteria above.

1 Indicative Master List of Eligible Items and Agreed List of Acceptable Expenditure Items (‘Positive List’), for ADB- 
Financing under the Rapid Response Component (accessible from the list of linked documents in Appendix 2 of the 
report and recommendation of the President).   

2 Asian Development Bank (ADB). 2020. ADB’s Support to Enhance COVID-19 Vaccine Access. Manila; ADB. 2021. 
Amendment to ADB’s Support to Enhance COVID-19 Vaccine Access. Manila. 

3  Footnote 29 of the APVAX paper is modified as follows: “A vaccine procured under the COVAX facility will be 
required to meet at least one of the following regulatory standards: (i) WHO emergency use listing or WHO 
prequalification; or (ii) emergency licensure or authorization from a stringent regulatory authority (SRA), or marketing 
authorization from an SRA. In addition, GAVI shall have entered an advance purchase commitment, or other legally 
binding agreement, for the procurement of such vaccine.” 

4 Footnote 30 of the APVAX paper is modified as follows: “A stringent regulatory authority is any one of the SRAs 
identified by the WHO for vaccines procured and/or supplied under the COVAX facility, as may be amended from 
time to time by the WHO. In addition, an SRA’s endorsement, or other functional equivalent of an SRA authorization, 
of (a) the vaccine’s safety and efficacy; and (b) the good manufacturing practices of the manufacturer of such 
vaccine, shall constitute satisfaction of this criterion.” 

Vaccine Manufacturer(s) Criterion 1 Criterion 2 Criterion 3 

Comirnaty Pfizer, Inc., and 
BioNTech 

COVAX has 
procured and 
distributed the 
vaccine since 
early 2021. 
Hence it meets 
Criterion 1 and 
is therefore 
eligible for ADB 
financing. 

WHO EUL 
granted on 31 
December 2020. 
Hence it meets 
Criterion 2 and 
is therefore 
eligible for ADB 
financing. 

EUA granted by SRAs including EMA, 
Health Canada, Australia TGA, USFDA 
and UKMHRA. Hence it meets Criterion 3 
and is therefore eligible for ADB financing. 
EUA for the use of pediatric Comirnaty 
vaccine in population between 12–17 years 
of age and 5–11 years of age granted by 
USFDA on 29 October 2021 and 5 
November 2021, respectively, which 
makes the pediatric Comirnaty vaccine 
also eligible for ADB financing under the 
Criterion 3. EUA for the use of pediatric 
Comirnaty vaccine in population age 6 
months up to 5 years is now under 
USFDA’s review. 

Spikevax Moderna, Inc WHO EUL 
granted on 30 

WHO EUL 
granted on 30 

EUA granted by SRAs including EMA, 
Health Canada, Australia TGA, USFDA 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=55083-001-3
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ADB = Asian Development Bank, COVAX = COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access, EMA = European Medicines Agency, 
EUA = emergency use authorization, EUL = emergency use listing, MHRA = The United Kingdom Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency, SRA = stringent regulatory authority, TGA = Australia Therapeutic Goods 
Administration, USFDA = The United States Food and Drug Administration, WHO = World Health Organization. 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 

 
4. In addition to the above vaccines that the government has identified for ADB financing, 
other vaccines that the government received as donations from other countries may also be 
considered for ADB financing include AstraZeneca vaccine, BBIBP-CorV vaccine, COVISHIELD 
vaccine, and Janssen Vaccine. All these vaccines have met at least one of the eligibility criteria 
of ADB’s Asia Pacific Vaccine Access Facility.  
 
5. Bhutan’s Regulatory Approval. Besides satisfying any one of the above eligibility 
criteria, there is a need for the vaccines to be authorized by the Drug Regulatory Authority (DRA) 
— the national vaccine regulatory authority of Bhutan. As of 18 March 2022, DRA has approved 
emergency use authorization of Comirnaty vaccine (including the pediatric version), Spikevax 
vaccine, AstraZeneca vaccine, BBIBP-CorV vaccine, COVISHIELD vaccine, and Janssen 
Vaccine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2021. 
COVAX has 
procured and 
distributed the 
vaccine since 
late 2021. 
Hence it meets 
Criterion 1 and 
is therefore 
eligible for ADB 
financing. 

April 2021. 
Hence it meets 
Criterion 2 and 
is therefore 
eligible for ADB 
financing. 
 
 
 
 
 

and UKMHRA. Hence it meets Criterion 3 
and is therefore eligible for ADB financing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


