
OUTLINE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR CONSULTANTS  
  
1. Implementation of Subproject 1 will require several international and national consultants 
in long-term support roles. Short-term consultancy inputs are also likely to be required for a range 
of technical tasks.  
 
2. SDG Country Studies: Administrative Arrangements with UNDP or International 
Firm. (8 person-months). The international firm should have relevant experience related to 
sustainable development, economics, or planning in Asia and the Pacific and access to a network 
of relevant experts at country level. The international firm will support country studies related to 
sustainable development goal (SDG) implementation (budgeting and planning; financing; and 
data needs). It will deploy expertise with extensive understanding of the country development 
context, progress against the SDGs and related indicators, and sustainable development 
financing strategies and costing. They will develop technical studies on country level SDG 
implementation, working in close consultation with the technical assistance supervising unit 
(TASU) and resident mission staff. 
 
3. International Firm: Infrastructure for the SDGs. (Sustainable Infrastructure Foundation 
[SIF], 2 months; on a single-source selection basis). SIF a not-for-profit Swiss foundation 
headquartered in Geneva manages SOURCE, the multilateral platform for quality infrastructure 
development led and funded by multilateral development banks (MDBs).1 SOURCE provides a 
comprehensive map of all aspects to be considered when developing quality and sustainable 
infrastructure, covering governance, technical, economic, legal, financial, environmental, and 
social issues. The strategic and financial management of SOURCE is under the supervision of 
the SOURCE Council, which is composed of representatives from MDBs.2 The SOURCE Council 
defines and directs the operations related to the development, maintenance, and management of 
the SOURCE platform by the Managing Board and oversees the activities of the Management 
Board in accordance with an agreed work plan. SIF has supported the development of a module 
for SOURCE that incorporates ADB’s green, resilient, inclusive, and sustainable quality 
infrastructure indicator. SIF will engage with ADB developing member country (DMC) 
counterparts to seek feedback on scope for using these tools, and potential capacity building 
activities that could build capacity for Green, Resilient, Inclusive and Sustainable Infrastructure. 
 
4. SDG Financing and Thematic Specialists (18 person-months, intermittent). The 
international consultant(s) will have relevant professional experience related to development 
economics or sustainable development; (ii) considerable field experience working on related 
areas; and (iii) familiarity with policy discussions on international development goals, including 
the SDGs and financing for development or private investment for the SDGs / environmental 
social and governance approaches for private investors. Consultant(s) with specialist expertise 
in poverty measurement and assessment, and jobs measurement and assessment may also be 
recruited. The consultant(s) will: (i) support technical papers that will situate the SDGs in the 
context of development opportunities and challenges in Asia and the Pacific, including the 

 
1  A new consulting contract will be supported by the change in scope and additional funding. SOURCE has been 

recognized as the Multilateral Sustainable Infrastructure Platform under the MDB Infrastructure Cooperation 
Workstream to support the Group of 20 Principles for Quality Infrastructure Investment. Source: European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the World Bank Group (2019): MDB Infrastructure Cooperation 
Platform: Project the preparation workstream, 
https://www.mof.go.jp/english/international_policy/convention/g20/annex6_2.pdf. This document was endorsed at 
the G20 Summit in Fukuoka Japan in June 2019. A new consulting contract will be developed.  

2  The SOURCE Council is composed of the African Development Bank (observer), ADB, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the European Investment Bank, the InterAmerican Development Bank (IADB), 
and the World Bank Group. 

https://www.mof.go.jp/english/international_policy/convention/g20/annex6_2.pdf


COVID-19 pandemic, with a focus on regional and national SDG implementation needs and 
challenges, (ii) develop technical papers, guidance notes and other materials on approaches to 
measuring poverty and job creation impact, and (iii) support knowledge and dissemination  
activities  to  engage  and  invite  central-government-level officials,   private sector,   and   other   
stakeholders   as appropriate, including private sector representatives, members of academia, 
civil society groups, and development partners to engage in the development of knowledge and 
associated outreach and dissemination. 

 
5. International Workshop designers / facilitators: Results Based Management (1 
person-month, intermittent). Workshop designers and facilitators will conduct training programs 
for DMC officials and/or staff of implementing agencies and line ministries. He/she will work 
closely with SPRA staff to develop content, training methods and approaches, and be a lead 
facilitator of the training workshops. The international consultant should have relevant work 
experience in providing high-level technical support on project design and management with a 
sound working knowledge of project performance management systems, in particular results-
based logical framework, preferably the ADB design and monitoring framework (DMF); (ii) 
extensive experience in delivering training modules and facilitating group and plenary 
discussions, independently and in training teams, preferably training of trainers; and (iii) excellent 
understanding of project design and implementation, including hands-on familiarity with projects 
in Asia and the Pacific. 

 

6. International publication and website support specialists (2 person-months, 
intermittent). The international experts will support specialists that have relevant professional 
experience and will be responsible for editing knowledge products produced under the TA. The 
editor will also assist in the preparation of presentation materials for dissemination events. The 
infographic design specialist will support communications and outreach materials related to ADB’s 
response to the SDGs to make sure efforts are more accessible and comprehensible to client 
countries and partners. The infographic design specialist must have relevant experience in 
infographic design and/or graphic design for data driven, complex content, and should have the 
following essential skills: (i) creativity and a strong ability in visual communication of data and 
complex narratives and (ii) highly proficient in relevant design software, e.g., Adobe Design, 
InDesign. 
 
7. Research Analysts (20 person-months, intermittent). The national consultant(s) will 
provide technical support to the program of work, complementing and supporting the efforts of  
the international consultants. The consultant(s) will have demonstrated experience in high-quality 
research, analytical writing, and publications, and with an excellent understanding of development 
challenges in Asia and the Pacific SDGs and financing for development. The consultant(s) will: (i) 
provide  technical  and  analytical  support,  including  background  work  and  data collection and 
analysis of assigned topics, and produce written outputs based on their research findings; (ii) 
contribute to the planning, facilitation, and administration of TA activities; (iii) support external and 
internal consultations and meetings;  (iv) support outreach and dissemination  activities, including 
by helping identify and target key stakeholders  (v) help  keep  logs  of  comments  (both  internal  
and  external) on key knowledge outputs (vi) support SPRA in the preparation of communication 
materials such as brochures and (vii) carry out other tasks as reasonably assigned by SPRA. 
 
 

8. National SDG Studies: Research Analysts (5 person months, intermittent). The national 
consultants will provide complementary inputs to the national SDG studies to be delivered under 
Output 1, complementing and supporting the inputs to be delivered by UNDP or International 
Firms. They will deploy expertise with extensive understanding of the country development 



context, progress against the SDGs and related indicators, and sustainable development 
financing strategies and costing, and extensive national networks of stakeholders engaged in 
SDG implementation. They will work in close consultation with the TASU and resident mission 
staff. 
  
9. Asia Pacific SDG Partnership: ESCAP Administrative Arrangement.  ESCAP as 
secretariat of the ESCAP ADB UNDP Asia Pacific SDG Partnership will coordinate production of 
a joint report providing a regional perspective on the theme of the 2022 HLPF on the SDGs, 
informed by technical background papers and consultant and expert inputs as needed. ESCAP 
will organize advisory and expert group meetings and/or stakeholder consultations to support 
development and outreach around this knowledge work, including specific sessions on the HLPF 
theme at the sub-regional preparatory meetings of the APFSD. It will also maintain the SDG 
partnership website as needed to enable to facilitate dissemination of the knowledge products 
produced under the partnership. ESCAP through its statistics division will also lead on updating 
and maintenance of the comprehensive Asia-Pacific SDG data portal, combining data from 
multiple international sources and providing regional and subregional aggregates, as well as 
interactive data dashboards and progress on the SDGs. It will lead a range of policy dialogue, 
outreach and convening efforts informed by the knowledge products produced through the 
partnership under subproject 1. 


