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CPS Priorities Validity of the Strategic Focus 

Resource Allocation 
Retrospectives (% of approved 

projects ($) as of end June, 
2013  Lessons 

Core areas of specialization 
Infrastructure Improvements in physical 

infrastructure have been key 
factors for high long-term growth 
rates in Cambodia. 
 
Transport sector programs 
expanded the network of 
provincial and rural roads to 
increase connectivity, trade and 
tourism. Construction of 
sustainable rural infrastructure, 
including irrigation. 

23.5% (of which 12.5% transport 
and 11% energy) 

The CPS will use the strategic, 
pillar-based approach to select 
sectors. The first pillar rural-urban-
regional links will support urban 
and rural infrastructure along 
national and regional economic 
corridors.  
                                                                                                     
Sustainability of infrastructure 
investments needs to be 
increased by emphasizing  
operations and maintenance 
costs. 

Environment Part of the agriculture, natural 
resources and rural development 
(ANR) sector focus was on 
sustainable natural resource 
management and climate 
resilience.   
 

30.3% (flood-related agriculture 
and natural resource related 
projects) 

Support natural resource 
management.  
 
Continue to be responsive to 
emergency needs and disaster 
relieve (e.g. floods), but maintain 
the rational for the overall 
portfolio.  

Regional Cooperation and 
Integration 

Implementation of GMS projects 
(transport, trade facilitation, 
economic corridor town 
development, biodiversity and 
climate resilience). 

11.4% (excluding roads and 
environment) 

Regional cooperation and 
integration (RCI) will be supported 
under the first strategic pillar of 
rural-urban-regional linkages.  
 

Financial Sector Development The CPS supported 
implementation of the 
government’s Financial Sector 
Development Strategy 2011-2020, 
in particular with regard to 
financial stability. 

5.9% Increase focus of sector 
operations. Emphasize support for 
financial inclusion and small and 
medium sized company (SME) 
finance. 

Education Responding to labor market needs 
and the demands of business. 

5.6% The second strategic pillar of the 
CPS on human and social 



 

 
The CPS supported government 
priority programs in basic (lower-
secondary) education, vocational 
education and training (TVET), 
and education sector reforms.   

development includes support for 
secondary education and skills 
development, linked to evolving 
demands of the labor market. 

Drivers of change 
Private Sector Development Support for ANR aimed to 

stimulate the growth of 
competitive farms and rural 
enterprises, and create significant 
job opportunities, build sustainable 
rural infrastructure, including 
irrigation, to promote productivity 
increases, market 
competitiveness, and improve 
food security and climate 
resilience in agricultural 
production. 
 
 

64% There is need for further 
commercialization of the 
agriculture sector and 
diversification of the economy.   
 
The CPS will extend value chains 
by supporting cross-border 
infrastructure investments and 
connecting economic hubs to 
increase trade and commercial 
opportunities. 
 
Increase ADB private sector 
operations.  

Good Governance and Capacity 
Development 

Public Sector Management (PSM) 
as facilitating sector. Support for 
governance measures to deepen 
PSM reform, public financial 
management (PFM), 
decentralization and 
deconcentration (D&D) and 
strengthen anti-corruption 
measures. 

12% (Public Sector Management) PSM is third cross-cutting 
strategic pillar aimed at sustaining 
improvements in country and 
sector governance, and identifying 
and mitigating project-level 
fiduciary risks.   
 
Continue to improve capacity in 
rural development ministries and 
sub-national authorities.  
 
Continue to support PPPs. 

Gender Equity 
 
 

Gender equality has been pursued 
by mainstreaming gender in 
operations through project-specific 
gender action plans. 

75% Operations will continue to 
mainstream gender and address 
gender gaps 

ADB = Asian Development Bank; ANR = agriculture, natural resources and rural development; D&D = decentralization and deconcentration; NBC = National Bank of Cambodia; PFM 
= public financial management; PPP = public private partnership; PSM = public sector management; RCI = regional cooperation and integration; TVET = technical and vocational 
education and training. 
Sources: ADB (2013). Cambodia 2011-2013 Country Partnership Final Review; ADB (2014). Cambodia: Country Partnership Strategy 2011-2013 Final Review Validation. 


