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1. Country and Portfolio Indicators 
 

a. Progress Toward the Millennium Development Goals and Targets 
 

Goals and Targets Country Status 
Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
 
Target 1.A: Halve, between 1999 and 2015, the 
proportion of people whose income is less than $1 
a day 
 
Target 1.B: Achieve full and productive 
employment and decent work for all, including 
women and young people 
 
 
Target 1.C: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people who suffer from hunger 

Target 1.A: According to surveys the incidence of poverty 
decreased from 87 per cent in 1999 to 64 per cent in 2003 and 
40.9 per cent in 2007. Between 1999 and 2007, the level of 
extreme poverty halved from 36 per cent to 17.4 per cent. Thus 
Target 1.A of Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 1 has been 
achieved. 
 
Target 1.B: The growth of Tajik economy has slowed down, thus 
depressing local labor demand. With the crisis hitting the 
Russian economy there are much fewer jobs there for labor 
migrants from Tajikistan, raising the number of unemployed in 
Tajikistan. 
 
Target 1.C: Food insecurity and poor nutrition continues to be a 
problem affecting many households. The status of nutrition in the 
country has not improved overall and appears to have worsened 
most recently. 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
 
Target 2.A: Ensure that, by 2015, children 
everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to 
complete a full course of primary schooling 

Target 2.A: In primary education net enrolment rate for boys kept 
stable at 99.5%, the primary enrolment rate for girls increased 
from 92.3 to 95%.  For lower secondary education (up to 9 years 
of study) the respective rates have increased from 76 to 87% for 
boys and from 66 to 73.5% for girls.  

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower 
women 
 
Target 3.A: Eliminate gender disparity in primary 
and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and 
in all levels of education no later than 2015 

Target 3.A:  In education the gender gap remains significant: 
87% of girls of 8 to 15 years old are enrolled in school compared 
to 95 percent of boys. Thus complete universal secondary 
education for girls in Tajikistan is still a distant prospect. The 
gender bias is most severe in higher education with 10% of 
women enrolled compared to 27% of men.  

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 
 
Target 4.A: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 
and 2015, the under-five mortality rate 

Target 4.A:  The under-five mortality has been declining over the 
last few years decreasing from 126 per 1000 live births in 2000 
to 79 in 2005 (UNICEF, 2007) and to 68 in 2007 (government 
statistics). The rate of improvement was considerable and if it is 
maintained (unlikely though) MDG 4 target will be achieved.  

Goal 5: Improve maternal health 
 
Target 5.A: Reduce by three-quarters, between 
1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio 
 
Target 5.B: Achieve, by 2015, universal access to 
reproductive health 

Target 5.A: The 2005 estimates an MMR of 97 deaths per 100 
000 births, down from 170 per 100,000 in 2003 as estimated by 
WHO, but in 2007 in rose again to 102 per 100,000 births.  
 
Target 5.B: Coverage of antenatal care in 2005, by a doctor, 
nurse, or midwife, was relatively high, with 8 in 10 women 
receiving antenatal care at least once during pregnancy. 
Tajikistan made also significant progress in ensuring delivery is 
performed by skilled personnel, although gains varied by region. 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases 
 
Target 6.A: Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS 
 
Target 6.B: Achieve, by 2010, universal access to 
treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it 
 
 
Target 6.C: Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the incidence of malaria and other major 
diseases 

Target 6.A: Tajikistan is unlikely to reach the MDG 6 target of 
halting the spread of malaria, tuberculosis and other diseases, 
including HIV/AIDS, by 2015. Progress on MDG 6 is held by lack 
of access to essential health care services and large investment 
needs in disease control.  
 
Target 6.B: The HIV/AIDS epidemic in Tajikistan is in a 
concentrated stage but continues to spread from the special risk 
categories to general population.  
 
Target 6.C: The incidence of malaria has decreased from 6,160 
cases per 100,000 populations in 2003 to 3,577 in 2007 but the 
risk remains high due to climatic conditions conducive to 
persistence of malaria.   
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Goals and Targets Country Status 
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 
 
Target 7.A: Integrate the principles of sustainable 
development into country policies and programs 
and reverse the loss of environmental resources 
 
Target 7.B: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 
2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss 
 
 
Target 7.C: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of 
people without sustainable access to safe drinking 
water and basic sanitation 
 
Target 7.D: By 2020, to have achieved a significant 
improvement in the lives of at least 100 million 
slum dwellers 

Target 7.A: According to an assessment by the Committee for 
Environmental Protection and Forestry of Tajikistan the country 
has not made progress in ensuring environmental sustainability 
and preventing the loss of environmental resources.  
 
 
Target 7.B: Environmental degradation and unsustainable use of 
natural resources pose major constraints to sustainable 
economic growth and poverty reduction.  
 
Target 7.C: 40% of the water consumed is not potable and 41% 
of the population uses water from public utilities that is of poor 
quality. Furthermore, access to safe drinking water has 
decreased rather than improved. TLSS 2007 data showed that 
about a third of the population does not have access to hygiene 
facilities.  
 
Target 7.D: N/A 

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for 
development 
 
Target 8.A: Develop further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, non-discriminatory trading and 
financial system 
 
Target 8.B: Address the special needs of the least 
developed countries 
 
 
Target 8.C: Address the special needs of 
landlocked developing countries and small island 
developing states (through the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing States and the outcome of the 
twenty-second special session of the General 
Assembly) 
 
 
Target 8.D: Deal comprehensively with the debt 
problems of developing countries through national 
and international measures in order to make debt 
sustainable in the long term 
 
 
Target 8.E: In cooperation with pharmaceutical 
companies, provide access to affordable essential 
drugs in developing countries 
 
Target 8.F: In cooperation with the private sector, 
make available the benefits of new technologies, 
especially information and communications 

Target 8.A: Tajikistan is trying to improve its regulatory 
framework for trade and improving financial sector by 
implementing numerous reforms over the past few years 
including improving export/imports operations, better access to 
financing, etc. Other initiatives include building trade and 
financial infrastructure as well as setting transparent and reliable 
regulatory framework and support institutions.  
 
Target 8.B: Between 1991 and 2006, Tajikistan received 
approximately USD 1.98 billion dollars in ODA with the volume of 
aid resources increasing every year from USD 16 million in 1992 
to USD 300 million in 2006.  
 
Target 8.C: Tajikistan’s remoteness, lack of access to the sea, 
and isolation from world markets hinders participation in 
international trade and is a major impediment to development. 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years on 
building roads connecting Tajikistan to Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 
and China that will promote trade and regional cooperation. 
 
Target 8.D: The Debt Management Strategy adopted by the 
Government in 2009, set 40% as a threshold for the debt-to-GDP 
ratio. Due to currency depreciation and additional external 
financing, gross debt-to-GDP ratio is expected to be 58.6% in 
2009, well beyond the threshold defined by debt strategy. 
 
Target 8.E: Progress is insufficient on ensuring access to 
affordable essential drugs. The Government allocates US$ 0.29 
per capita for drugs, but the average medicine needs per patient 
is US$ 2.6.  
 
Target 8.F: The level of access to computers and 
telecommunications services in Tajikistan has been increasing 
both in urban and rural areas. Many rural centers have got 
access it internet. The spread of mobile telephone 
communication has been particularly rapid with every second 
resident of the country now having a mobile phone.  

Abbreviations: GDP – Gross Domestic Product; MDG – Millennium Development Goals; MMR – Maternal Mortality 
Rate; ODA – Official Development Assistance; TLSS – Tajikistan Living Standards Survey; UNICEF – United Nations 
Children's Fund; WHO – World Health Organization. 

 
Sources: National Development Strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan to 2015; Tajikistan Living Standards Survey, 
2007; Tajikistan Debt Management Strategy 2009-2012; Tajikistan Poverty Reduction Strategy 2007-2009; UNDP 
Support to Achievement of the MDGs in Tajikistan: Review of Progress and Future Directions, UNDP, 2009. 

 

 2


