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Number Key Element 
No 

Equivalence 
Partial 

Equivalence 
Full 

Equivalence 

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFEGUARDS 

Objectives  

To ensure the environmental soundness and sustainability of 
projects and to support the integration of environmental 
considerations into the project decision-making process. 

   

Scope and Triggers  

Environmental safeguards are triggered if a project is likely to 
have potential environmental risks and impacts. 

   

Policy Principle 1 

Use a screening process for each proposed project, as early 
as possible, to determine the appropriate extent and type of 
environmental assessment so that appropriate studies are 
undertaken commensurate with the significance of potential 
impacts and risks. 

   

1 

Use a screening process to determine the 
appropriate extent and type of environmental 
assessment so that appropriate studies are 
undertaken commensurate with the significance of 
potential impacts and risks. 

   

Policy Principle 2 

Conduct an environmental assessment for each proposed 
project to identify potential direct, indirect, cumulative, and 
induced impacts and risks to physical, biological, 
socioeconomic (including impacts on livelihood through 
environmental media, health and safety, vulnerable groups, 
and gender issues), and physical cultural resources in the 
context of the project’s area of influence. Assess potential 
transboundary and global impacts, including climate change. 
Use strategic environmental assessment where appropriate. 

   

1 
Conduct an environmental assessment for each 
proposed project. 

   

2 Identify indirect as well as direct impacts.    

3 Identify cumulative impacts.    

4 Identify induced impacts.    

5 Identify physical impacts.    

6 Identify biological impacts.    

7 
Identify socioeconomic impacts (including on 
livelihood through environmental health and safety, 
vulnerable groups, and gender issues). 

   

8 Identify impacts on physical cultural resources.    

9 
Identify impacts in the context of the project’s area 
of influence 

   

10 Assess potential trans-boundary impacts.    
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11 
Assess potential global impacts, including climate 
change. 

   

12 Use strategic environmental assessment.    

Policy Principle 3 

Examine alternatives to the project’s location, design, 
technology, and components and their potential environmental 
and social impacts and document the rationale for selecting 
the particular alternative proposed. Also consider the no 
project alternative. 

   

1 
Examine alternatives to the project’s location, 
design, technology. 

   

2 
Document the rationale for selecting the particular 
alternative proposed. 

   

3 Consider the no-project alternative.    

Policy Principle 4 

Avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, minimize, 
mitigate, and/or offset adverse impacts and enhance positive 
impacts by means of environmental planning and 
management. Prepare an environmental management plan 
(EMP) that includes the proposed mitigation measures, 
environmental monitoring and reporting requirements, related 
institutional or organizational arrangements, capacity 
development and training measures, implementation schedule, 
cost estimates, and performance indicators. Key 
considerations for EMP preparation include mitigation of 
potential adverse impacts to the level of no significant harm to 
third parties, and the polluter pays principle. 

   

1 

Avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, 
minimize, mitigate, and/or offset adverse impacts 
and enhance positive impacts by means of 
environmental planning and management. 

   

2 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes proposed mitigation measures. 

   

3 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes the proposed… environmental 
monitoring and reporting requirements. 

   

4 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes… related institutional or organizational 
arrangements. 

   

5 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes… capacity development and training 
measures. 

   

6 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes the proposed… implementation 
schedule. 

   

7 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes the proposed…cost estimates. 

   

8 
Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) 
that includes the proposed… performance 
indicators. 
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9 
Key considerations for EMP preparation 
include….no significant harm to third parties, and 
the polluter pays principle. 

   

Policy Principle 5 

Carry out meaningful consultation with affected people and 
facilitate their informed participation. Ensure women’s 
participation in consultation. Involve stakeholders, including 
affected people and concerned nongovernment organizations, 
early in the project preparation process and ensure that their 
views and concerns are made known to and understood by 
decision makers and taken into account. Continue 
consultations with stakeholders throughout project 
implementation as necessary to address issues related to 
environmental assessment. Establish a grievance redress 
mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the affected 
people’s concerns and grievances regarding the project’s 
environmental performance. 

   

1 
Carry out meaningful consultation with affected 
people and facilitate their informed participation. 

   

2 Ensure women’s participation in consultation.    

3 
Involve stakeholders, including affected people and 
concerned nongovernment organizations, early in 
the project preparation process. 

   

4 
Continue consultations with stakeholders throughout 
project implementation. 

   

5 Establish a grievance redress mechanism.    

Policy Principle 6 

Disclose a draft environmental assessment (including the 
EMP) in a timely manner, before project appraisal, in an 
accessible place and in a form and language(s) 
understandable to affected people and other stakeholders. 
Disclose the final environmental assessment, and its updates 
if any, to affected people and other stakeholders. 

   

1 
Disclose a draft environmental assessment 
(including the EMP) in a timely manner, before 
project appraisal, in an accessible place. 

   

2 
Disclose the final environmental assessment, and 
its updates if any, to affected people and other 
stakeholders. 

   

Policy Principle 7 

Implement the EMP and monitor its effectiveness. Document 
monitoring results, including the development and 
implementation of corrective actions, and disclose monitoring 
reports. 

   

1 Implement the EMP and monitor its effectiveness.    

2 
Document monitoring results, including the 
development and implementation of corrective 
actions, and disclose monitoring reports. 
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Policy Principle 8 

Do not implement project activities in areas of critical habitats, 
unless (i) there are no measurable adverse impacts on the 
critical habitat that could impair its ability to function, (ii) there 
is no reduction in the population of any recognized 
endangered or critically endangered species, and (iii) any 
lesser impacts are mitigated. If a project is located within a 
legally protected area, implement additional programs to 
promote and enhance the conservation aims of the protected 
area. In an area of natural habitats, there must be no 
significant conversion or degradation, unless (i) alternatives 
are not available, (ii) the overall benefits from the project 
substantially outweigh the environmental costs, and (iii) any 
conversion or degradation is appropriately mitigated. Use a 
precautionary approach to the use, development, and 
management of renewable natural resources. 

   

1 

Do not implement project activities in areas of 
critical habitats, unless: 
(i) there are no measurable adverse impacts on 

the critical habitat that could impair its ability to 
function, 

(ii) there is no reduction in the population of any 
recognized endangered or critically endangered 
species, and 

(iii) any lesser impacts are mitigated. 

   

2 

If a project is located within a legally protected area, 
implement additional programs to promote and 
enhance the conservation aims of the protected 
area. 

   

3 

In an area of natural habitats, there must be no 
significant conversion or degradation, unless: 
(i) alternatives are not available 
(ii) the overall benefits from the project 

substantially outweigh the environmental costs, 
and 

(iii) any conversion or degradation is appropriately 
mitigated. 

   

4 
Use a precautionary approach to the use, 
development, and management of renewable 
natural resources. 

   

Policy Principle 9 

Apply pollution prevention and control technologies and 
practices consistent with international good practices as 
reflected in internationally recognized standards such as the 
World Bank Group’s Environmental, Health and Safety 
Guidelines. Adopt cleaner production processes and good 
energy efficiency practices. Avoid pollution, or, when 
avoidance is not possible, minimize or control the intensity or 
load of pollutant emissions and discharges, including direct 
and indirect greenhouse gases emissions, waste generation, 
and release of hazardous materials from their production, 
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transportation, handling, and storage. Avoid the use of 
hazardous materials subject to international bans or 
phaseouts. Purchase, use, and manage pesticides based on 
integrated pest management approaches and reduce reliance 
on synthetic chemical pesticides. 

1 

Apply pollution prevention and control technologies 
and practices consistent with international good 
practices as reflected in internationally recognized 
standards such as the World Bank Group’s 
Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines. 

   

2 
Adopt cleaner production processes and good 
energy efficiency practices. 

   

3 
Avoid pollution, or, when avoidance is not possible, 
minimize or control the intensity or load of pollutant 
emissions and discharges. 

   

4 
(W)hen avoidance is not possible, minimize or 
control the intensity or load of…direct and indirect 
greenhouse gases emissions. 

   

5 
Avoid pollution, or, when avoidance is not possible, 
minimize or control the intensity or load of … waste 
generation. 

   

6 
(M)inimize or control the…release of hazardous 
materials from their production, transportation, 
handling, and storage. 

   

7 
Avoid the use of hazardous materials subject to 
international bans or phaseouts. 

   

8 
Purchase, use, and manage pesticides based on 
integrated pest management approaches and 
reduce reliance on synthetic chemical pesticides. 

   

Policy Principle 10 

Provide workers with safe and healthy working conditions and 
prevent accidents, injuries, and disease. Establish preventive 
and emergency preparedness and response measures to 
avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, to minimize, 
adverse impacts and risks to the health and safety of local 
communities. 

   

1 
Provide workers with safe and healthy working 
conditions and prevent accidents, injuries, and 
disease. 

   

2 

Establish preventive and emergency preparedness 
and response measures to avoid, and where 
avoidance is not possible, to minimize, adverse 
impacts and risks to the health and safety of local 
communities. 

   

Policy Principle 11 

Conserve physical cultural resources and avoid destroying or 
damaging them by using field-based surveys that employ 
qualified and experienced experts during environmental 
assessment. Provide for the use of “chance find” procedures 
that include a pre-approved management and conservation 
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approach for materials that may be discovered during project 
implementation. 

1 

Conserve physical cultural resources and avoid 
destroying or damaging them by using field-based 
surveys that employ qualified and experienced 
experts during environmental assessment. 

   

2 

Provide for the use of “chance find” procedures that 
include a pre-approved management and 
conservation approach for materials that may be 
discovered during project implementation. 

   

INVOLUNTARY RESETTLEMENT SAFEGUARDS 

Objectives  

To avoid involuntary resettlement wherever possible; to 
minimize involuntary resettlement by exploring project and 
design alternatives; to enhance, or at least restore, the 
livelihoods of all displaced persons in real terms relative to 
pre-project levels; and to improve the standards of living of the 
displaced poor and other vulnerable groups. 

   

Scope and Triggers 

The involuntary resettlement safeguards covers physical 
displacement (relocation, loss of residential land, or loss of 
shelter) and economic displacement (loss of land, assets, 
access to assets, income sources, or means of livelihoods) as 
a result of (i) involuntary acquisition of land, or (ii) involuntary 
restrictions on land use or on access to legally designated 
parks and protected areas. It covers them whether such losses 
and involuntary restrictions are full or partial, permanent or 
temporary. 

   

Policy Principle 1 

Screen the project early on to identify past, present, and future 
involuntary resettlement impacts and risks. Determine the 
scope of resettlement planning through a survey and/or 
census of displaced persons, including a gender analysis, 
specifically related to resettlement impacts and risks. 

   

1 
Screen the project early on to identify past, present, 
and future involuntary resettlement impacts and 
risks 

   

2 

Determine the scope of resettlement planning 
through a survey and/or census of displaced 
persons, including a gender analysis, specifically 
related to resettlement impacts and risks. 

   

Policy Principle 2 

Carry out meaningful consultations with affected persons, host 
communities, and concerned nongovernment organizations. 
Inform all displaced persons of their entitlements and 
resettlement options. Ensure their participation in planning, 
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implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of resettlement 
programs. Pay particular attention to the needs of vulnerable 
groups, especially those below the poverty line, the landless, 
the elderly, women and children, and Indigenous Peoples, and 
those without legal title to land, and ensure their participation 
in consultations. Establish a grievance redress mechanism to 
receive and facilitate resolution of the affected persons’ 
concerns. Support the social and cultural institutions of 
displaced persons and their host population. Where 
involuntary resettlement impacts and risks are highly complex 
and sensitive, compensation and resettlement decisions 
should be preceded by a social preparation phase. 

1 
Carry out meaningful consultations with affected 
persons, host communities, and concerned 
nongovernment organizations. 

   

2 
Inform all displaced persons of their entitlements 
and resettlement options. 

   

3 
Ensure the participation of displaced persons in 
planning, implementation, and monitoring and 
evaluation of resettlement programs. 

   

4 

Pay particular attention to the needs of vulnerable 
groups, especially those below the poverty line, the 
landless, the elderly, women and children, and 
Indigenous Peoples, and those without legal title to 
land, and ensure their participation in consultations. 

   

5 
Establish a grievance redress mechanism to receive 
and facilitate resolution of the affected persons’ 
concerns. 

   

6 
Support the social and cultural institutions of 
displaced persons and their host population. 

   

7 

Where involuntary resettlement impacts and risks 
are highly complex and sensitive, compensation and 
resettlement decisions should be preceded by a 
social preparation phase. 

   

Policy Principle 3 

Improve, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all displaced 
persons through (i) land-based resettlement strategies when 
affected livelihoods are land based where possible or cash 
compensation at replacement value for land when the loss of 
land does not undermine livelihoods, (ii) prompt replacement 
of assets with access to assets of equal or higher value, (iii) 
prompt compensation at full replacement cost for assets that 
cannot be restored, and (iv) additional revenues and services 
through benefit sharing schemes where possible. 

   

1 

Improve, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all 
displaced persons through land-based resettlement 
strategies when affected livelihoods are land based 
where possible or cash compensation at 
replacement value for land when the loss of land 
does not undermine livelihoods. 

   

2 Improve, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all    
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displaced persons through prompt replacement of 
assets with access to assets of equal or higher 
value. 

3 
Improve, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all 
displaced persons through ... compensation at full 
replacement cost for assets that cannot be restored. 

   

4 
Improve, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all 
displaced persons through additional revenues and 
services through benefit sharing. 

   

Policy Principle 4 

Provide physically and economically displaced persons with 
needed assistance, including the following: (i) if there is 
relocation, secured tenure to relocation land, better housing at 
resettlement sites with comparable access to employment and 
production opportunities, integration of resettled persons 
economically and socially into their host communities, and 
extension of project benefits to host communities; (ii) 
transitional support and development assistance, such as land 
development, credit facilities, training, or employment 
opportunities; and (iii) civic infrastructure and community 
services, as required. 

   

1 

Provide physically and economically displaced 
persons, if there is relocation, with secured tenure to 
relocation land, better housing at resettlement sites 
with comparable access to employment and 
production opportunities. 

   

2 

Provide physically and economically displaced 
persons, if there is relocation, with... integration of 
resettled persons economically and socially into 
their host communities, and extension of project 
benefits to host communities. 

   

3 

Provide physically and economically displaced 
persons with transitional support and development 
assistance, such as land development, credit 
facilities, training, or employment opportunities. 

   

4 
Provide physically and economically displaced 
persons with civic infrastructure and community 
services. 

   

Policy Principle 5 

Improve the standards of living of the displaced poor and other 
vulnerable groups, including women, to at least national 
minimum standards. In rural areas provide them with legal and 
affordable access to land and resources, and in urban areas 
provide them with appropriate income sources and legal and 
affordable access to adequate housing. 

   

1 
Improve the standards of living of the displaced poor 
and other vulnerable groups, including women, to at 
least national minimum standards. 

   

2 
In rural areas provide them with legal and affordable 
access to land and resources. 

   



9 
 

Number Key Element 
No 

Equivalence 
Partial 

Equivalence 
Full 

Equivalence 

3 
in urban areas provide them with appropriate 
income sources and legal and affordable access to 
adequate housing. 

   

Policy Principle 6 

Develop procedures in a transparent, consistent, and equitable 
manner if land acquisition is through negotiated settlement to 
ensure that those people who enter into negotiated 
settlements will maintain the same or better income and 
livelihood status. 

   

1 
Develop procedures in a transparent, consistent, 
and equitable manner if land acquisition is through 
negotiated settlement. 

   

2 
Ensure that those people who enter into negotiated 
settlements will maintain the same or better income 
and livelihood status. 

   

Policy Principle 7 

Ensure that displaced persons without titles to land or any 
recognizable legal rights to land are eligible for resettlement 
assistance and compensation for loss of non-land assets. 

   

1 
Ensure that displaced persons without titles to land 
or any recognizable legal rights to land are eligible 
for resettlement assistance. 

   

2 
Ensure that displaced persons without titles to land 
or any recognizable legal rights to land are eligible 
for… compensation for loss of non-land assets. 

   

Policy Principle 8 

Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on displaced persons’ 
entitlements, the income and livelihood restoration strategy, 
institutional arrangements, monitoring and reporting 
framework, budget, and time-bound implementation schedule. 

   

1 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on 
displaced persons’ entitlements… 

   

2 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on…the 
income and livelihood restoration strategy. 

   

3 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on the 
institutional arrangements. 

   

4 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on…the… 
monitoring and reporting framework. 

   

5 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on…the… 
budget. 

   

6 
Prepare a resettlement plan elaborating on... the 
…time-bound implementation schedule. 

   

Policy Principle 9 

Disclose a draft resettlement plan, including documentation of 
the consultation process in a timely manner, before project 
appraisal, in an accessible place and a form and language(s) 
understandable to affected persons and other stakeholders. 
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Disclose the final resettlement plan and its updates to affected 
persons and other stakeholders. 

1 
Disclose a draft resettlement plan, before project 
appraisal.. 

   

2 

Disclose a draft resettlement plan...  in an 
accessible place and a form and language(s) 
understandable to affected persons and other 
stakeholders. 

   

3 
Disclose the final resettlement plan and its updates 
to affected persons and other stakeholders. 

   

Policy Principle 10 

Conceive and execute involuntary resettlement as part of a 
development project or program. Include the full costs of 
resettlement in the presentation of project’s costs and benefits. 
For a project with significant involuntary resettlement impacts, 
consider implementing the involuntary resettlement component 
of the project as a stand-alone operation. 

   

1 
Conceive and execute involuntary resettlement as 
part of a development project or program. 

   

2 
Include the full costs of resettlement in the 
presentation of project’s costs and benefits. 

   

3 

For a project with significant involuntary 
resettlement impacts, consider implementing the 
involuntary resettlement the project as a stand-
alone operation. 

  
Not 

Relevant 

Policy Principle 11 

Pay compensation and provide other resettlement entitlements 
before physical or economic displacement. Implement the 
resettlement plan under close supervision throughout project 
implementation. 

   

1 
Pay compensation and provide other resettlement 
entitlements before physical or economic 
displacement. 

   

2 
Implement the resettlement plan under close 
supervision throughout project implementation. 

   

Policy Principle 12 

Monitor and assess resettlement outcomes, their impacts on 
the standards of living of displaced persons, and whether the 
objectives of the resettlement plan have been achieved by 
taking into account the baseline conditions and the results of 
resettlement monitoring. Disclose monitoring reports. 

   

1 

Monitor and assess resettlement outcomes, their 
impacts on the standards of living of displaced 
persons, and whether the objectives of the 
resettlement plan have been achieved by taking into 
account the baseline conditions and the results of 
resettlement monitoring. 

   

2 Disclose monitoring reports    



11 
 

Number Key Element 
No 

Equivalence 
Partial 

Equivalence 
Full 

Equivalence 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES SAFEGUARDS 

Objectives  

To design and implement projects in a way that fosters full 
respect for Indigenous Peoples’ identity, dignity, human rights, 
livelihood systems, and cultural uniqueness as defined by the 
Indigenous Peoples themselves so that they (i) receive 
culturally appropriate social and economic benefits, (ii) do not 
suffer adverse impacts as a result of projects, and (iii) can 
participate actively in projects that affect them. 

   

Scope and Triggers  

The Indigenous Peoples safeguards are triggered if a project 
directly or indirectly affects the dignity, human rights, livelihood 
systems, or culture of Indigenous Peoples or affects the 
territories or natural or cultural resources that Indigenous 
Peoples own, use, occupy, or claim as an ancestral domain or 
asset. The term Indigenous Peoples is used in a generic 
sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social and cultural 
group possessing the following characteristics in varying 
degrees: (i) self-identification as members of a distinct 
indigenous cultural group and recognition of this identity by 
others; (ii) collective attachment to geographically distinct 
habitats or ancestral territories in the project area and to the 
natural resources in these habitats and territories; (iii) 
customary cultural, economic, social, or political institutions 
that are separate from those of the dominant society and 
culture; and (iv) a distinct language, often different from the 
official language of the country or region. In considering these 
characteristics, national legislation, customary law, and any 
international conventions to which the country is a party will be 
taken into account. A group that has lost collective attachment 
to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories in the 
project area because of forced severance remains eligible for 
coverage under this policy. 

   

Policy Principle 1 

Screen early on to determine (i) whether Indigenous Peoples 
are present in, or have collective attachment to, the project 
area; and (ii) whether project impacts on Indigenous Peoples 
are likely. 

   

1 
Indigenous Peoples are present in, or have 
collective attachment to, the project area. 

   

2 
Early screening to determine whether project 
impacts on Indigenous Peoples are likely. 

   

Policy Principle 2 

Undertake a culturally appropriate and gender-sensitive social 
impact assessment or use similar methods to assess potential 
project impacts, both positive and adverse, on Indigenous 
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Peoples. Give full consideration to options the affected 
Indigenous Peoples prefer in relation to the provision of project 
benefits and the design of mitigation measures. Identify social 
and economic benefits for affected Indigenous Peoples that 
are culturally appropriate and gender and intergenerationally 
inclusive and develop measures to avoid, minimize, and/or 
mitigate adverse impacts on Indigenous Peoples. 

1 

Undertake a culturally appropriate and gender-
sensitive social impact assessment or use similar 
methods to assess potential project impacts, both 
positive and adverse, on Indigenous Peoples. 

   

2 

Assessment process gives full consideration to 
options the affected Indigenous Peoples prefer in 
relation to the provision of project benefits and the 
design of mitigation measures. 

   

3 

Assessment process identifies social and economic 
benefits for affected Indigenous Peoples that are 
culturally appropriate and gender and 
intergenerationally inclusive. 

   

4 
Project preparation process develops measures to 
avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate adverse impacts on 
Indigenous Peoples. 

   

Policy Principle 3 

Undertake meaningful consultations with affected Indigenous 
Peoples communities and concerned Indigenous Peoples 
organizations to solicit their participation (i) in designing, 
implementing, and monitoring measures to avoid adverse 
impacts or, when avoidance is not possible, to minimize, 
mitigate, or compensate for such effects; and (ii) in tailoring 
project benefits for affected Indigenous Peoples communities 
in a culturally appropriate manner. To enhance Indigenous 
Peoples’ active participation, projects affecting them will 
provide for culturally appropriate and gender inclusive capacity 
development. Establish a culturally appropriate and gender 
inclusive grievance mechanism to receive and facilitate 
resolution of the Indigenous Peoples’ concerns. 

   

1 
Affected Indigenous Peoples communities and 
organizations are consulted in a meaningful 
manner. 

   

2 

The scope of consultations includes design, 
implementation and monitoring of measures to 
avoid or otherwise minimize, mitigate or 
compensate for adverse impacts. 

   

3 
The scope of consultations includes tailoring project 
benefits for affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities in a culturally appropriate manner. 

   

4 

To enhance Indigenous Peoples’ active 
participation, projects affecting them will provide for 
culturally appropriate and gender inclusive capacity 
development. 

   

5 Establish a culturally appropriate and gender    
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inclusive grievance mechanism to receive and 
facilitate resolution of the Indigenous Peoples’ 
concerns. 

Policy Principle 4 

Ascertain the consent of affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities to the following project activities: (i) commercial 
development of the cultural resources and knowledge of 
Indigenous Peoples; (ii) physical displacement from traditional 
or customary lands; and (iii) commercial development of 
natural resources within customary lands under use that would 
impact the livelihoods or the cultural, ceremonial, or spiritual 
uses that define the identity and community of Indigenous 
Peoples. For the purposes of policy application, the consent of 
affected Indigenous Peoples communities refers to a collective 
expression by the affected Indigenous Peoples communities, 
through individuals and/or their recognized representatives, of 
broad community support for such project activities. Broad 
community support may exist even if some individuals or 
groups object to the project activities. 

   

1 

Consent of affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities is required for project activities that 
would include commercial development of cultural 
resources and knowledge of Indigenous Peoples. 

   

2 

Consent of affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities is required for project activities that 
would include physical displacement of Indigenous 
Peoples from traditional or customary lands. 

   

3 

Consent of affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities is required for project activities that 
would include commercial development of natural 
resources within customary lands under use that 
would impact the livelihoods or the cultural, 
ceremonial, or spiritual uses that define the identity 
and community of Indigenous Peoples. 

   

Policy Principle 5 

Avoid, to the maximum extent possible, any restricted access 
to and physical displacement from protected areas and natural 
resources. Where avoidance is not possible, ensure that the 
affected Indigenous Peoples communities participate in the 
design, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of 
management arrangements for such areas and natural 
resources and that their benefits are equitably shared. 

   

1 

Project design avoids, to the maximum extent 
possible, any restrictions on Indigenous Peoples’ 
access to, and physical displacement of Indigenous 
Peoples from, protected areas and natural 
resources. 

   

2 
Where avoidance is not possible, project designs 
ensure that the affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities can participate in the design, 
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implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of 
management arrangements for such protected 
areas and natural resources. 

3 
Where avoidance is not possible, project designs 
ensure that affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities share equitably in project benefits. 

   

Policy Principle 6 

Prepare an Indigenous Peoples plan (IPP) that is based on the 
social impact assessment with the assistance of qualified and 
experienced experts and that draw on indigenous knowledge 
and participation by the affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities. The IPP includes a framework for continued 
consultation with the affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities during project implementation; specifies 
measures to ensure that Indigenous Peoples receive culturally 
appropriate benefits; identifies measures to avoid, minimize, 
mitigate, or compensate for any adverse project impacts; and 
includes culturally appropriate grievance procedures, 
monitoring and evaluation arrangements, and a budget and 
time-bound actions for implementing the planned measures. 

   

1 

When Indigenous Peoples communities are present 
in the project area, or are likely to be affected by 
project activities, an Indigenous Peoples Plan (IPP) 
is prepared. 

   

2 
The IPP is based on social impact assessment and 
is prepared by qualified experts. 

   

3 
The IPP draws on indigenous knowledge and 
participation by the affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities. 

   

4 
The IPP includes a framework for continued 
consultation with the affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities during project implementation. 

   

5 
The IPP includes specific measures to ensure that 
Indigenous Peoples communities receive culturally 
appropriate benefits. 

   

6 
The IPP identifies measures to avoid, minimize, 
mitigate, or compensate for any adverse project 
impacts. 

   

7 
The IPP includes a culturally appropriate grievance 
redress mechanism. 

   

8 
The IPP includes arrangements for monitoring 
during project implementation and for evaluation of 
results. 

   

9 
The IPP includes a budget and time-bound plan for 
implementing all required actions. 

   

Policy Principle 7 

Disclose a draft IPP, including documentation of the 
consultation process and the results of the social impact 
assessment in a timely manner, before project appraisal, in an 
accessible place and in a form and language(s) 

   



15 
 

Number Key Element 
No 

Equivalence 
Partial 

Equivalence 
Full 

Equivalence 

understandable to affected Indigenous Peoples communities 
and other stakeholders. The final IPP and its updates will also 
be disclosed to the affected Indigenous Peoples communities 
and other stakeholders. 

1 

A draft IPP (including documentation of 
consultations with Indigenous Peoples communities 
and social impact assessment results is publicly 
disclosed in a timely manner before project 
appraisal. 

   

2 

The disclosed draft IPP is accessible to, and in a 
form and language(s) understandable to, affected 
Indigenous Peoples communities and other 
stakeholders. 

   

3 
The final IPP (and any subsequent updates) also 
are disclosed to affected Indigenous Peoples 
communities and other stakeholders. 

   

Policy Principle 8 

Prepare an action plan for legal recognition of customary rights 
to lands and territories or ancestral domains when the project 
involves (i) activities that are contingent on establishing legally 
recognized rights to lands and territories that Indigenous 
Peoples have traditionally owned or customarily used or 
occupied, or (ii) involuntary acquisition of such lands. 

   

1 

Prepare an action plan for legal recognition of 
customary rights to lands and territories or ancestral 
domains when the project involves activities that are 
contingent on establishing legally recognized rights 
to lands and territories that Indigenous Peoples 
have traditionally owned or customarily used or 
occupied. 

   

2 

Prepare an action plan for legal recognition of 
customary rights to lands and territories or ancestral 
domains when the project involves involuntary 
acquisition of such areas. 

   

Policy Principle 9 

Monitor implementation of the IPP using qualified and 
experienced experts; adopt a participatory monitoring 
approach, wherever possible; and assess whether the IPP’s 
objective and desired outcome have been achieved, taking 
into account the baseline conditions and the results of IPP 
monitoring. Disclose monitoring reports. 

   

1 
Monitor implementation of the IPP using qualified 
and experienced experts. 

   

2 
Include arrangements for participatory monitoring 
whenever possible. 

   

3 
Assess whether IPP objectives and desired 
outcomes are achieved, taking into account 
baseline conditions and monitoring results. 

   

4 Monitoring reports are disclosed.    
i 


