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SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS DURING THE COUNTRY CONSULTATIONS 

Note: ADB responses are preliminary and subject to subsequent consultations and approval 

PCP SECTION COUNTRY/ 
STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ADB RESPONSE 

SUVA, FIJI JULY 5, 2017 

Consultation Draft (dated November 2016) 
General Government Does ADB have to consult with the government 

every time a document needs to be disclosed? 
What if the government wants to filter the 
information to be disclosed? Will there be more 
clarity on what information needs to be cleared by 
the government and what not? 

ADB project staff and government counterparts 
should continue to discuss early on what information 
should be provided, how and when. This may need 
to be repeated during the course of project 
preparation and implementation. If ADB and the 
government agree to remove information that falls 
under an exception, it will still disclose the document 
but such information will be removed and the 
applicable exception cited. 

General Multilateral 
Development Bank 

Does ADB list on its website the documents that it 
withholds? 

ADB does not list documents it withholds. However, 
if documents are redacted to remove information 
that falls under an exception, ADB will note that 
information has been removed and cite the 
exception that applies. 

General Government and Civil 
Society 

Information from ADB has been forthcoming at 
various stages of project implementation. We are 
able to find the right ADB point person for 
information. 

Noted. Thank you. 

General Government What if the country’s Freedom of Information (FOI) 
law is not compatible with the requirements of 
ADB’s policy?  

The PCP applies to documents that ADB produces, 
requires clients/borrowers to produce or are 
produced and provided to ADB by parties other than 
borrowers. If a country’s FOI law requires that a 
government-produced document be disclosed on 
the government/EA website prior to ADB disclosure, 
ADB would not object. However, any document 
provided in the course of a deliberative process 
should not be disclosed without prior ADB consent 
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PCP SECTION COUNTRY/ 
STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ADB RESPONSE 

General  Government  It would be helpful for the government to have more 
guidance on how to plan and implement project 
communications strategies. 

Noted. This is something we can look into. 

Focal Points Government Will government focal points still have a 
responsibility to disclose information? 

Yes. As with the previous policy, borrower/client 
focal points will still have a responsibility to provide 
information to stakeholders. 

Principles-based 
policy 

Government We feel this approach provides more leverage to 
government to provide more information on its own. 
This is empowering. 

Noted. 

Information to 
affected people 

Government Where does the government responsibility for 
providing project information to affected people start 
and finish? 

ADB will disclose on its website project information 
that it prepares, requires to be prepared or is 
prepared for it by third parties. It is the government’s 
responsibility to deliver information to affected 
people in the manner, time, and form that is most 
appropriate. 

Information to 
affected people 

Civil Society What should affected people do if they are not 
getting the information they need from the executing 
agency or implementing agency? 

Affected people can request information from ADB 
or use a project’s grievance redress mechanism. To 
avoid this situation, a good project communication 
strategy established at the outset can ensure that 
information gets to the right people at the right time.  

 




