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Very good morning!  

 

I would like to warmly welcome all of you to today’s forum on Food Security and Sustainable 

Agriculture in Asia. This event is jointly organized by Asian Development Bank Institute and 

Korea Rural Economic Institute. I deeply thank President Hongsang Kim for invaluable 

guidance in preparation with KREI’s deep expertise accumulated in this area. 

 

My deep thanks go to IlJeong Jeong, Director General of the International Cooperation 

Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs of Korea for strong support to this 

event. Most importantly, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all speakers, experts, 

including Dr. Jay Viriam, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and above all 

country delegations to share their valuable insights.   

 

In my remarks, I just want to reflect on three topics very briefly; first, why is sustainable 

agriculture and food security so important to Asia? second, what are challenges for? and 

thirdly, what are priorities of ADB and ADBI in addressing such challenges? 

 

Let me begin with why sustainable agriculture and food security is so important. Do you know 

what the goal 1 of UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals is? No Poverty! By 2030, we are to 

eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere. 

 



Indeed, significant progress has been made in reducing extreme poverty all over the world, 

particularly in Asia and the Pacific. Measured at a threshold of 1.9 dollar a day, extreme 

poverty has declined from 53% in 1990 to about 7% in 2015 in the region. But around 264 

million people are still living below poverty line and over 1.1 billion people are constantly at risk 

of being pushed back into poverty, according to the new ADB estimates. We must say 

eradicating poverty is still unfinished agenda – much more need to be done.  

 

Poverty is a multifaceted challenge – it is related to jobs, inequality, health, education, gender, 

etc. Particularly, our topic today has clear linkages to poverty. The first linkage is through food 

security – poor people spend more than 50% of their income on food and about one-fifth 70% 

of their income on food. It is estimated that a total of 2 billion suffers from food insecurity, 

52% of them in Asia. The second linkage is through significant rural-urban disparities - poverty 

incidence is much higher in rural areas than that in urban areas. In many parts of the region, 

farmers are unable to make a livable income with many risks, including weather, diseases, 

financial and most importantly market risk. Therefore, to address the poverty issue, we must 

work hard towards food security and rural development together with other interventions. 

 

However, promoting agriculture, rural development and ensuring food security is beyond just 

the goal of ‘no poverty’. It also significantly contributes to achieving other goals – goal 2 Zero 

Hunger: indeed, hunger is on the rise, goal 3 Good Health and Well-Being, and goal 4 Quality 

Education, by increasing agricultural productivity, improving market connectivity and 

enhancing safety of food supply.   

 

In the coming decade, what happens to farmer incomes, food security and rural development 

will determine whether this region could achieve sustainable development goals. 

 

Secondly, what are challenges in this area? Perhaps we can start to look at the issue from 

three dimensions of food security – namely, availability, accessibility and utility. Currently in 

many developing countries in Asia,  

 

• Food availability is being reduced, by the decreasing rural population, unsustainable 

use of land and natural resources, and global climate change.  



• Access to food - physically, economically, socially – is limited, due to poor inter-intra-

regional connectivity, farmer income crises, and rural distress, and 

• Food utilization is restricted leading to foodborne diseases and the risk of low 

birthweight, possibly due to lack of knowledge and systems.  

 

Here let me point out challenges aggravating these problems. Urban-biased governments’ 

development priorities and activities often create disadvantageous conditions for rural areas, 

leading to lower farm productivity, lower private investment in farming, lower adoption of 

technology and rural-to-urban migration. This means more focused and balanced 

development in rural areas is required to slow down or reverse these trends at the benefits of 

the whole society.  

 

Agricultural markets are largely dysfunctional in many developing countries. Main causes 

include outdated policies and regulatory framework, unprofitable small farms and lack of 

infrastructures. The consequences are costly; extremely high market volatility, high 

production cost, higher prices for consumers while low profitability for farmers, unsafe food 

and widespread malnutrition.  

 

Climate change and environmental degradation are also serious factors. The increasing 

frequency and intensity of extreme weather events are expected to have enduring 

consequences for agriculture. Forest degradation, land and water pollution and soil 

salinization create a widening gap between the demand for resources for food production and 

the environment’s ability. Given all these things, again we need to work harder towards 

sustainable agriculture, rural development and food security. 

 

Thirdly, what are priorities of ADB and ADBI to promote rural development and food 

security? ADB has long and varied experience in helping its DMCs achieve sustainable 

agriculture and rural development.  

 

Under ADB’s new Strategy 2030 adopted last year, rural development and food security was 

reaffirmed as a strategic operational priority. Focused areas are; (i) renewed rural 

development to spur economic growth and create jobs, (ii) transformative interventions in 



agricultural value chain by developing wholesale markets, and (iii) strengthened food security 

for all.   

 

As a sister organization of ADB, ADBI has made efforts to contribute to advancing rural 

development and food security through researches and capacity building activities. This 

forum is one important example of such efforts. It aims to help government officials better 

understand the issues and challenges, and to exchange knowledge and best practices on food 

security and sustainable agriculture in the international, regional and national level by 

focusing on agricultural productivity, food accessibility and food and nutrition safety system. 

 

This is a forum to bring together not only policy makers but expert and academia to sit 

together and to share views, knowledge and insights on achieving sustainable agriculture and 

food security.  I sincerely hope this event could contribute to addressing such challenges 

through lesson learned, candid discussion, cementing partnership among development 

partners, governments, academia and all stakeholders. 

 

To conclude, as Asia grows in importance in the global economy, the region is being 

challenged to achieve its promise of prosperity. The region’s population is expected to reach 

4.9 billion by 2030, accounting for over 60% of the global population. The supply of sufficient, 

nutritious, safe and affordable food for such population, and sustainable agriculture and rural 

development will become more important for Asia to achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals – not only no poverty, but also zero hunger, good health and quality education; at the 

same time the challenges will undoubtedly become more complex. 

 

Sustainable agriculture and food security will continue to play a key theme for ADBI’s research 

and capacity building activities in supporting Asia’s bright future. With that, I very much look 

forward to a fruitful, enlightening and productive forum.   

 

Thank you very much!  

 


