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Good morning everyone! A very warm welcome to Japan, to Tokyo and to the Asian 

Development Bank Institute, ADBI.  

 

In particular, I would like to welcome and extend a sincere note of thanks to the dedicated 

staff of the City of Yokohama for co-organizing this event with ADBI. I know that they 

have been working hard with my staff here for many months to ensure that this event is a 

success. I have also been informed that Mr. Toru Hashimoto, Executive Director for 

Development Cooperation, City of Yokohama will join us later and I look forward to 

welcoming him then. My thanks also go to the Institute for Global Environmental 

Strategies, for facilitating our workshop. 

 

Most importantly, we have very distinguished government delegations from four cities in 

Asia and the Pacific; Batam City (Indonesia), Da Nang City (Viet Nam), Mandaue City (the 

Philippines), and the cities of Suva and Nadi (Fiji). I would like to express my heartfelt 

thanks to you all for taking time off from your busy works to join us and share your 

experiences, insights, and knowledge.  

 

Today we are here to discuss sloid waste management. I cannot overstate enough the 

importance of this topic and its far-reaching implications for society and the environment. 

It is an issue that effects every urban center, and indeed every country in the world. In Asia 

and the Pacific, the case for urgent action to improve solid waste management is 

particularly compelling.  



 

Globally, more than 10 billion metric tons of solid waste is generated annually from urban 

households, commerce, industry, and construction. While Asia currently accounts for less 

than 25% of global solid waste production, Asia is forecast to make up over 50% of such 

generation by 2030. According to the Global Waste Management Outlook, lower-income 

cities in Asia will double their solid waste generation within 15 to 20 years.  

 

Despite the urgency, solid waste management remains one of the most neglected areas of 

municipal services and infrastructure in Asia and the Pacific. Currently, more than two-

thirds of the region’s collected solid waste is not properly disposed of. There are many 

public health and environmental impacts arising from such poor waste management 

practices. Overall, the cost of inaction to society exceeds the financial cost of proper waste 

management by a factor of up to 10. The potential impact of improved waste management 

on reducing greenhouse gas emissions alone is estimated at 15% to 20% across the 

economy.  

 

Recognizing the urgent need for action, the Asian Development Bank, our sister 

organization, highlights ‘Making Cities more Livable’ as one of its seven operational 

priorities in its newly adopted long-term strategic framework, Strategy 2030, emphasizing 

that “ADB projects will focus on, among others, environmental conservation to provide 

affordable, safe, and effective water, sanitation, and waste disposal services.”  

 

For Yokohama City, as we will learn throughout the workshop and field visits, its journey 

toward effective solid waste management began as a reaction to negative human and 

environmental effects from intensive industrialization experienced in Japan during the 

1960s. In the following decades, basic laws for waste management, and eventually, 

recycling, were enacted. Today, the inhabitants of the City of Yokohama greatly benefit 

from the implementation of such legislation and proactive solid waste management 

policies. I do believe this experience gives us very valuable lessons to move forward in solid 

waste management in Asia and the Pacific. 

 



Integrated solid waste management, with holistic strategies and technically feasible and 

commercially viable projects, remain a pressing need in most developing member 

countries, to improve the quality of life of their citizens as well as environmental 

sustainability. Indeed, addressing waste management as a priority will facilitate early 

progress toward more than half of the Sustainable Development Goals, the noble 

developmental agenda of international community. 

 

Although cities represented in this workshop may be at different stages of solid waste 

management, it is hoped our distinguished government officials will relate to the 

experience of Yokohama city and identify aspects that could be relevant to their own 

contexts.  

 

Furthermore, during the workshop sessions which are meant to be highly interactive, 

sharing knowledge with their counterparts from other municipalities will hopefully inspire 

ideas and generate a dialogue that will continue after this event. ADBI is fully committed to 

contribute to and assist these efforts through further research and capacity building 

activities.  

 

Achieving effective solid waste management is our shared goal and our shared 

responsibility. In this regard I wish all of the participants, organizers and facilitators a very 

productive, enlightening, fruitful workshop. Thank you very much! 


