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A.        Visit Visa Requirements  
 
1. Nationals from several countries who are traveling to the Philippines for business and 
tourism purposes are allowed to enter the Philippines without visas for a stay not exceeding thirty 
(30) days, provided they hold valid tickets for their return journey to port of origin or next port of 
destination and their passports are valid for a period of at least six (6) months beyond the 
contemplated period of stay. Refer to the Guidelines on the Entry of Temporary Visitors to the 
Philippines at https://consular.dfa.gov.ph/visainformation for the list or visa waiver countries or 
countries that could enter the Philippines visa-free.  
 
2. In addition to the visa waiver countries who can stay up to 30 days, holders of Hong Kong 
Special Administrative (SAR) and of Macau Special Administrative Region (SAR) passports, are 
allowed to enter the Philippines visa-free for a stay not exceeding fourteen (14) days.  Holders of 
Macau-Portuguese and of Hong Kong British passports are allowed to enter the Philippines visa-
free for a stay not exceeding seven (7) days. 
 
3. If you are not from a visa waiver country, please apply for a 9(a) visa at a Philippine 
consulate.  Applicants for temporary visitor's visa should normally apply at the Philippine Embassy 
or Consulate that has jurisdiction over their place of residence. While some visa applicants may 
apply at any Philippine Embassy or Consulate abroad, others are only allowed to apply his/her 
visa at the Philippine Embassy or Consulate in his country of origin or legal residence. For 
counties who do not have a Philippine Embassy, Consulate or Honorary Consul, there are pre-
designated alternative in nearby countries located in your country of residency.   
 
4. Applications for a temporary visitor's visa must be made in person. In the case of a minor 
or under eighteen (18) years of age, the application may be made for him/her by a person who, 
in the opinion of the consular officer, is responsible for his/her welfare. The minor, if not an infant, 
shall be required to appear at the Consulate for interview, together with the person making the 
application for him/her.   
 
5. The following are the minimum requirements for applying a temporary visitor's visa: 

a. Passport/Travel Document Valid for at least six (6) months beyond the intended 
period of stay in the Philippines; 

b. Duly Accomplished Visa application forms; 
c. Passport Photos (2 pieces); 
d. Proof of bona fide status as tourist or businessman; 
e. Confirmed tickets for return or onward journey to the next port of destination; and 
f. Payment of Visa Fees 

 
6. Applicants for Philippine 9(a) visas must bear in mind that Philippine 
Embassies/Consulates will require additional documentation and each Embassy and Consulate 
have different application forms.  Please contact the nearest Philippine Embassy/Consulate on 
visa requirements. 
 
 
  

https://consular.dfa.gov.ph/visainformation


B.   Visa Upon Arrival 

1. The Philippines' pre-arranged Visa Upon Arrival (VUA) program is a liberalized visa policy 
that allows foreign businessmen, investors, and professionals who are classified as restricted 
nationals or nationals who require visa, but does not have a Philippine Foreign Post in their 
country. It is an alternative and an optional means of securing visa to visit the Philippines. It does 
not foreclose the door for these foreigners to consider applying for visa through Philippine 
consulates should they feel that such scheme is more convenient for them.  The VUA process is 
lengthy and requires security checks by the Philippine government.  A VUA entitles the grantee 
or holder to a single entry 30-day period of authorized stay as a visitor. 

2. Travelers who carry Afghanistan passports can apply for a VUA in advance for their 
departure from the port of origin. ADB needs to be notified at least 20 working days in advance to 
ensure that the Bureau of Immigration Order for a visa upon arrival from is issued in time for the 
guest to travel to the Philippines as planned by the event sponsor. 
 
 
C.        Immigration Desk at the Airport 
 
Please bring with you ADB’s confirmation letter of registration, together with your passport, entry 
visa (if applicable) and present to passport control at the point of entry (e.g., airport) to the 
Philippines. The Philippines’ immigration and entry procedures need to be followed by all visitors 
(official or personal) and your sponsorship or invitation by ADB does not waive any of the legal 
requirements of the Philippines. Also, all are reminded to comply with relevant immigration 
requirements upon entering the Philippines, including the biometrics capture, which was 
implemented late 2017 (https://news.mb.com.ph/2017/12/18/bi-goes-biometrics/).  
 

 
As of 12 January 2018 

 
 

https://news.mb.com.ph/2017/12/18/bi-goes-biometrics/

