
 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 
Mohd Amin Liew, Governor 
 
 
Your Excellency, Chairman of the Board of Governors, Fellow Governors, President of the Asian 
Development Bank, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
First and foremost, on behalf of the Government of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Brunei Darussalam, let me express our sincerest gratitude and appreciation to the Government 
and people of the Republic of the Philippines for the warm hospitality and for the excellent 
arrangement in organizing the 51st Asian Development Bank (ADB) Annual Board of Governors’ 
Meeting in this modern and dynamic city. Taking this opportunity, I would also like to thank His 
Excellency Mr. Takehiko Nakao, the President of the ADB and the ADB Secretariat for the 
excellent arrangements.  
 
Mr. Chairman and fellow Governors. 
 
The global environment is ever changing and unpredictable. Accompanying these volatilities are 
the increasing development gaps among nations and challenges that may hold up growth and 
socio-economic progress. As Governments, we must ensure that our people are not left behind 
amidst global progress. We must meet the fundamental needs of our people especially the 
symbiotic linkages that exist between the people and the economy so that we can achieve 
sustainable and robust growth in the long term. This is why we believe this year's theme of 
“Linking People and Economies for Inclusive Growth" is pertinent and relevant.  
 
The ADB has done a lot of good work to address the development needs of this region and must 
continue with the momentum. In particular, further strengthening the people-economy linkages 
and narrowing the development gaps within member countries through provisions of financing 
support, technical assistance and expertise.  
 
Mr. Chairman, allow me to share some of the initiatives that Brunei Darussalam has undertaken, 
aligning with this year's theme.  
 
Firstly, quality education systems are the most fundamental element in supporting the building 
blocks for growth. The quality of growth correlates positively with the quality of human capital, as 
too, the linkages between growth and poverty reduction. Therefore, it is essential to continuously 
strengthen the education system quality in coherent with global development needs. With over 
US$8.2 billion in loans and grants to the education sector over the past forty years by ADB, we 
acknowledge and commend the work done by the ADB in supporting and strengthening the 
education quality of its member countries as well as the region, and encourage the ADB to 
continue to give emphasis on this important sector. 
 
For us in Brunei Darussalam, education is a top priority and is accessible to all citizens of Brunei 
Darussalam. Measures are taken to ensure that everyone receives proper education enforced 
through the Compulsory Education Order 2007.  
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In ensuring quality education, Brunei Darussalam through the Ministry of Education has 
introduced The Brunei Teachers’ Standards (BTS) that is a set of teaching competencies 
designed to raise the quality of teaching in order to improve attainment of all students and the 
overall quality of education in Brunei Darussalam. Teachers are provided with standards to help 
them reflect on their teaching practices and aspire towards achieving high quality teaching and 
learning.  
 
The Literacy and Numeracy Coaching Programme was also implemented to increase capacity in 
academic achievements and quality of local teaching staff. Effective teaching through coaching 
will enable students to achieve high learning outcomes and in this respect, good quality teaching 
in literacy and numeracy has the potential to also improve students’ attainment. 
 
In enhancing the quality of our human capital, Brunei Darussalam has established a multi-
programme skills training center for Capacity Building with the objective to produce job-ready 
prospects through the alignment of skills and industrial development in Brunei Darussalam. The 
Capacity Development Centre strives to become the blueprint, model and leader in skills training 
to enable competent national as well as, international local workforce for Brunei Darussalam.  
 
Additionally, we have also introduce a 3 year apprenticeship programme known as i-RDY (i-
Ready) as a platform to expose graduates to various industries in both the public and private 
sector. The host organization has the option to permanently employ the apprentice at any time. 
The objective of this program is to enhance the marketability and employability of the young 
graduate. 

 
Secondly, establishing a conducive ecosystem for entrepreneurship to flourish and contribute to 
socio-economic development. Entrepreneurs are important to society and play many vital roles in 
the development of an economy. They often offer new innovative products and services and 
create new quality employment opportunities. This will lead to further spin-offs and thereby spur 
economic growth and development. Some entrepreneurs also go beyond their own business 
ventures to provide financial support to community projects and make donation to charities. These 
activities do not only support community development but also motivate other entrepreneurs to 
support good causes for the community.   
 
As part of our efforts in diversifying our economy, we continue to improve the business 
environment in order to facilitate the growth and development of the private sector especially the 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) as well as attracting Foreign Direct Investment. 
Some of the initiatives that we have undertaken towards this goal include streamlining processes 
to make starting and doing businesses easier, enhancing our legal structure and provision of tax 
incentives. 
 
Most recently, we have established a MSMEs Bank called "Bank Usahawan" that offers financial 
products and advisory services which are Shariah-compliant to MSMEs and is open to citizens 
and permanent residents of Brunei Darussalam. 
 
With the view of cultivating an entrepreneurial culture in Brunei Darussalam, we have stepped up 
our entrepreneurship education and training programmes. We have introduced the National 
Entrepreneurship Agenda that aims to instill an entrepreneurial mindset in our local youths. Its 
programme includes ‘Success Weekends’, the ‘Community Incubation Program’, ‘Summer 
Venture Program’ and ‘Co-Curriculum Student Activities’. An entrepreneurship Village was also 
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established to encourage more school leavers to have the interest and capability to pursue 
entrepreneurship. 
 
On the entrepreneurship development front, we have established Darussalam Enterprise (DARe), 
a statutory body to monitor and nurture the growth and development of local enterprises in Brunei 
including MSMEs. Through DARe, a common, unified approach is taken to direct, support and 
encourage growth of local enterprises under a single entity represented and driven primarily by 
the private sector. Some of the initiatives lunched under this body includes a Startup Bootcamp 
which is a 100 day “accelerator” programme that identifies businesses that have the potential to 
scale rapidly and export their products and services beyond Brunei’s borders and a Micro 
Business Bootcamp which is a programme to upskill and develop youth aged between 18-30 
years old to participate in entrepreneurship, more specifically into micro businesses.  
 
Third, food security has become the prime concern for Brunei Darussalam. As economic growth 
accelerates and socio-economic transformation deepens, the complexity of producing and 
managing food resources increases. Therefore, it is critical that investments in agricultural 
research on sustainable ways of producing and distributing food be increased and local food 
systems that link the population to food producers be strengthen through the application of 
technology. We believe that ADB with its extensive networks and expertise can further enhance 
the food security of its member countries as well as the region as a whole.  
 
For Brunei Darussalam, food security has become the prime concern lately as we believe through 
food security the sovereignty of a nation is safeguarded. The Ministry of Primary Resources and 
Tourism has implemented a number of initiatives to increase the productivity of the primary sector 
which includes among others providing the basic infrastructure and technical know hows for 
farming and agriculture activities; and promoting the use of new technology such as multitier 
recirculation aquaculture system, recirculating aquaculture system and high density intensive 
aquaculture that can increase the productivity of aquaculture activities. 
 
On the other hand, in our effort to promote a healthy nation, the Government has imposed excise 
tax on sugary drinks, sugar, cocoa and monosodium glutamate (MSG) effective 1st April 2017. 
The excise tax on tobacco, vape, and smoking pipes has also increased by 100%. 
 
We believe there is more room for ADB to enhance its role in assisting the region in the areas 
mentioned above. With ADB’s expertise, more technical assistance can and should be offered to 
member countries without being prejudice to income level. Nevertheless, we would like to 
commend ADB especially on their role in providing support to the countries that are in need and 
in the development of key infrastructure projects. I would like to encourage ADB to continue to 
build and strengthen their internal capacity as to ensure that the changing needs of the region is 
always met. 
 
Mr. Chairman and fellow Governors,  
With that, let me conclude by acknowledging ADB’s achievements under Mr. Takehiko Nakao in 
fostering economic development and cooperation and alleviating poverty in the region. We call 
on the ADB to build upon these achievements and continue to be a reliable partner for the region. 
We also would like to thank ADB on their involvement in our journey in promoting Private Public 
Partnership, in particular the successful workshop held in Brunei Darussalam earlier this year 
which incidentally marked the first event held after the signing of the MoU. We hope this 
collaboration will pave the pathway for greater cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and ADB.  
Thank you. 


