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Mr. President, Mr. Chairman of the Board of Governors, Governors, Delegates, Distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
On behalf of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, I would like to express my sincere gratitude 
to the Government of Philippines and the personnel of ADB Headquarter in Manila for your warm 
hospitality and outstanding preparations for the Annual Meeting this year. I would also like to 
congratulate President Mr. Nakao and his staff for their impressive performance over the past 
years. 
 
We have gathered today to discuss and share our views on theme of 51st Annual Meeting ‘‘linking 
people and economies for inclusive development ’’ within our region. 
 
Firstly, I would like to briefly touch upon the Myanmar Economy. Currently Myanmar economy is 
mainly based on agriculture sector; however, multi sectors (manufacture , construction , trade and 
transportation) are the driving forces of economic growth. Furthermore, other services in the 
sectors of hotel and tourism, financial, communication are also facilitating for growth.  
 
Although the world is facing the intensive economic globalization along with increasingly diverse 
and unpredictable challenges, Myanmar is on track to post high economic growth in FY 2017 
(ends 31 March 2018), as anticipated in the Asian Development Outlook 2017 Update. Myanmar 
economic growth was 5.9 percent in 2016-2017 fiscal year and it is estimated that economic 
growth rate of 2017-2018 is 6.8 percent. As of 2016-2017 fiscal year (provisional actual) data, the 
share of Agriculture Sector, Industry Sector and Services Sector were 25.5%, 35.0% and 39.5 % 
respectively. 
 
Myanmar’s economy is projected to stay on a steady growth path over the next two years, 
supported by economic reforms, strong global growth, and higher foreign direct investment flows, 
according to a new Asian Development Bank (ADB) report launched on 11 April 2018. 
 
With the return of normal weather this year, agriculture is recovering from flooding last year. Crop 
production is benefiting as well from higher demand and strong international prices for agricultural 
commodities. Industry growth continues to accelerate with higher investment, both public and 
private, in garments and other light manufacturing. 
 
As we all know that ADB commenced reengagement with Myanmar in early 2012. ADB has since 
been supporting the country’s national development strategies and its national priority programs 
in collaboration with other development partners. ADB supports Myanmar in promoting inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth, with focus on infrastructure, education and training, and 
agriculture and rural development. 
 
Currently, Myanmar is endeavoring to address local needs, enhance resource flows and 
capacities, and ensure inclusivity and relevance of services to people. Moreover, Government 
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has prioritized shifting a rapidly increasing budget into social, education and health sector. 
Government has shifted these increased budgets also from capital to recurrent expenditures, now 
at 70 percent of the total, to recruit more personnel and increase operational costs for front line 
services. 
 
As we all know that higher education, health care and financial services play a major role in nation 
economy. Educational institutions are a major source of new highly skilled professionals for the 
nation’s workforce. In this regard, Myanmar launched the National Educational Strategic Plan 
(NESP) in 2017 with the aim to improve teaching and learning for all levels of education from 
preschool to higher education as well as alternative education. The NESP includes reform in 
teacher education and education management, capacity development and quality assurance. 
Moreover, Myanmar launched the National Health Plan which aims for significant improvements 
in health status, on universal health coverage, and in strengthening resilient and sustainable 
health systems, in equitable access to inclusive and quality health services. Regarding the social 
protection programme, Myanmar has made significant advances by introducing the National 
Social Protection Strategic Plan (NSPSP) since 2014, and implementing the integrated social 
protection system. It is increasingly evident today, both theoretically and empirically, that 
technological advancement, underpinned by high quality of physical, human capital and social 
protection services are the main drivers for linking people and economy for inclusive development. 
 
Myanmar is scaling up engagement by two critical transformations underway: (i) towards 
openness and integration; and (ii) toward empowerment and inclusion. Together, these two socio-
economic shifts offer a historic opportunity and hold the key to reduce poverty and boost shared 
prosperity in Myanmar. 
 
Taking this opportunity, I would like to briefly touch upon the update tasks carried out for the 
inclusive development of Myanmar. The Government has now drafted the Myanmar Sustainable 
Development Plan (MSDP) based on coherence among the policies, systems and institutions 
which are necessary to achieve inclusive socio-economic development. MSDP includes 3 pillars, 
5 goals, 28 strategies and 238 action plans, based on 12 points of Government’s Economic Policy, 
other international and regional commitments, including UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and the GMS Strategic Framework. Among the 5 
goals of MSDP, Goal 4 is focused on human resources and social development. The strategies 
under this goal can raise the overall capacity of Myanmar’s human capital and contribute social 
development, as of the goal is focusing on primarily quality and access to social services such as 
education and health and related social protection program. 
 
Therefore, it is ensure that MSDP is fully aligned with other strategic priorities of the country’s 
new administration. It will be finalized through broad-based consultations with all stakeholders. I 
would like to emphasize that the implementation of the MSDP will benefit the people of Myanmar 
as well as contribute effectively to the regional initiatives. MSDP addresses the strategies that 
Myanmar approaches to SDGs and their targets. Furthermore, this strategic document will soon 
be followed by a new Myanmar Public Investment Programme - PIP, a list of prioritized national 
development projects and programmes to be implemented, in full consideration of regional and 
subregional initiatives. 
 
According to the changing global landscape, I strongly accept that our cooperation areas should 
be expanded based on the emerging challenges to meet the national priorities as well as to 
respond our regional needs in an effective way. In this connection, we recognize that the key 
drivers of future long-term growth tomorrow will come to us in the form of technological progress. 
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Regarding the technology advancement, currently, we are transforming from manual system to 
computerized system in our government services, and also implementing the Core Banking 
System to operate interbank deals. To implement Data ID Card System, Digital Government 
Strategy, and e-Government System by practicing ICT is one point out of 12 points of Myanmar 
Economic Policy. 
 
As we are aware that the ADB program in Myanmar aims to promote sustainable and inclusive 
economic development, and job creation for poverty reduction. It focuses on infrastructure such 
as transport, energy, and urban development; education and training; and rural development. 
 
We believe that the Country Partnership Strategy – CPS (2017-2021)’s strong focus on 
infrastructure can help to address some of critical development constraints and bring about the 
development results which support Myanmar in achieving inclusive and continuous and 
sustainable development as envisaged by the government's national economic policy manifesto. 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to ADB for helping us by supporting macroeconomic 
policy reforms, accelerating human capital development and developing suitable infrastructure 
projects. 
 


