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A sharp increase in NPLs could threaten to destabilize financial 
systems in the region and compromise post-pandemic economic 
recovery. The report explains how trading distressed assets may 
help relieve pressure on banks to ensure they have the capacity to 
continue financial intermediation. Designed to serve as a road map, 
it assesses the region’s demand and readiness for an NPL platform, 
details the benefits it could offer, and explains how it could 
ultimately help countries improve their financial stability. 

2022 TA 9497-REG: Strengthening Asia's 
Financial Safety Nets and Resolution 

Mechanisms 

2 

 

Historically, green bonds have dominated the sustainable debt 
market in ASEAN+3, but the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic has spawned the next generation of social- and 
sustainability-labeled instruments to fund a broader range of 
environmental and social benefits. This report provides a 
comprehensive summary of regional developments, identifies 
existing obstacles and challenges, highlights green investment 
opportunities in key sectors, and offers practical recommendations 
to further develop sustainable local currency bond markets in 
ASEAN+3. 

2022 TA 9953-REG: Creating Ecosystems 
for Green Local Currency Bonds for 

Infrastructure Development in 
ASEAN+3 

https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/road-map-online-platform-trade-nonperforming-loans
https://www.adb.org/publications/local-currency-sustainable-finance-asean3
Jessel Crispino
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3 

 

Digital trade promotion has been a long-standing priority for 
member countries of the Central Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation (CAREC) Program to support their integration into 
global value chains and economic diversification. The study 
underscores the importance of enabling legislation, digital literacy, 
and creation of trust. Comprehensive strategy; adequate data for 
policy making; and support for e-commerce ecosystems, industry 
associations, and start-ups could nurture e-commerce markets. In 
addition, CAREC countries must leverage international and regional 
initiatives to expand domestic and cross-border e-commerce and 
promote digital trade. 

2022 TA 9824-REG: Better Customs for 
Better Client Services in Central Asia 

Regional Economic Cooperation 
Countries 

4 

Azerbaijan, Georgia 

Since 2020 the CAREC Institute, in collaboration with the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), has been supporting the CAREC member 
countries in a range of Road Asset Management (RAM) initiatives 
from online training program delivery, through country specific RAM 
maturity assessments, and the use of RAM to address a range of 
other challenges such as cross-border transportation needs and 
climate change adaptation. Two countries have been included in the 
first round of Country Specific Workshops – Azerbaijan and Georgia 
– with each subject to a standalone report. 
 

2022 TA 6694-REG: Supporting the Central 
Asia Regional Economic Cooperation 

Institute 

https://www.adb.org/projects/53159-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53159-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53159-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53159-001/main
https://www.carecinstitute.org/publications/country-workshop-report-on-road-asset-management-azerbaijan/
https://www.carecinstitute.org/publications/country-workshop-report-on-road-asset-management-georgia/
https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/e-commerce-carec-countries-infrastructure-development
Jessel Crispino
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5 

 

The report explored the potential economic impact of the COVID-19 
crisis on the People’s Republic of China (PRC)’s foreign direct 
investment, especially on Chinese state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in 
the Belt and Road countries. It presented an in-depth analysis and 
further insights into the attitudes of relevant stakeholders toward 
the performance of these SOEs with regard to the Belt and Road 
Initiative in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) regions in 
relation to the current global health crisis. 

2022 TA 6694-REG: Supporting the Central 
Asia Regional Economic Cooperation 

Institute 

6 

 

 
 

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Mongolia, People's 
Republic of China, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

The Railway Sector Assessment (RSA) reports describe the railway 
network, organization, trends in traffic, market competitiveness, 
operational and financial performance, and proposals for 
investment and reform for each CAREC member country. 

2021 TA 9641-REG: Railway Sector 
Development in Central Asia 

Regional Economic Cooperation 
Countries 

https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52370-001/main
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-afghanistan
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-azerbaijan
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-georgia
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-republic-of-kazakhstan
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-kyrgyz-republic
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-kyrgyz-republic
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-mongolia
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-peoples-republic-of-china
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-peoples-republic-of-china
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-tajikistan
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-turkmenistan
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=railway-sector-assessment-for-uzbekistan
https://www.adb.org/projects/52137-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52137-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52137-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52137-001/main
https://www.carecinstitute.org/publications/visiting-fellow-program-the-influence-of-the-pandemic-on-the-peoples-republic-of-china-prcs-outward-foreign-direct-investment-in-asean-and-carec-regions/
Jessel Crispino
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7 

 

Many countries are exploring the use of concrete to improve the 
durability and reliability of their road networks. However, many 
developers, agencies, and companies in the construction industry do 
not yet have sufficient experience in the use of concrete pavement. 
This can lead to poorly planned, supervised, or executed 
infrastructure that requires premature and costly repairs or 
maintenance. This guide explains the key issues to consider and how 
to avoid potential risks when planning and constructing concrete 
pavement. 

2021 TA 9987-UZB: Road Subsector 
Development Strategy and Action 

Plan 

8 

 

Demand for green bonds and other sustainable finance products is 
increasing rapidly, and issuers are seeing an opportunity to be part 
of the green bond market. This publication covers all the steps 
required to follow best practices in labeling bonds as green. It 
includes examples, links to further details, and key resources for 
green bond issuers and their deal teams. 

2021 TA 9953-REG: Creating Ecosystems 
for Green Local Currency Bonds for 

Infrastructure Development in 
ASEAN+3 

https://www.adb.org/projects/54105-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/54105-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/54105-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53300-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/practical-guide-concrete-pavement-technology
https://www.adb.org/publications/guidance-issuing-green-bonds
Jessel Crispino
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9 

 

Digital trade promotion has been a long-standing priority for CAREC 
member countries, as part of their integration into global value 
chains and economic diversification. The study makes a case for 
modernization and harmonization of legislations of CAREC countries 
leveraging on international instruments and best practices for 
electronic commerce transactions. Adequate legislation to protect 
personal privacy and consumers and combat cybercrime is also 
crucial. Finally, institutions must be built with trust, within and 
among countries and through regional cooperation. 

2021 TA 9712-REG: Implementing the 
Integrated Trade Agenda in the 
Central Asia Regional Economic 

Cooperation Program 

10 

 

The services sector is becoming a key driver of economic 
development in most CAREC members. The economies in the region 
also need to adopt a coherent and comprehensive approach to the 
balanced development of these interdependent services subsectors. 
Enabling conditions such as good governance, competitive markets, 
strong regional cooperation and integration, efficient labor markets, 
and high quality physical and digital infrastructure are crucial. 

2021 TA 9712-REG: Implementing the 
Integrated Trade Agenda in the 
Central Asia Regional Economic 

Cooperation Program 

https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/e-commerce-carec-laws-policies
https://www.adb.org/publications/services-sector-economic-diversification-carec
Jessel Crispino



                                                

 

Knowledge Products 

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission. 

No. Title* Description 
Year 

Published 
TA Title 

11 

 

The assessment explores the transit of international goods in cities 
and oblasts (administrative divisions or regions) in STKEC and and 
trade regimes in the three countries. The report also identifies and 
analyzes existing barriers and opportunities for trade expansion. It 
provides recommendations for various stakeholders on policy 
measures for improvement under the framework of the STKEC 
development. 

2021 TA 9630-REG: Assessing Economic 
Corridor Development Potential 

Among Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and 
Tajikistan 

12 

 

The assessment explores the transit of international goods in cities 
and oblasts (administrative divisions or regions) in STKEC and trade 
regimes in the three countries. The report also identifies and 
analyzes existing barriers and opportunities for trade expansion. It 
provides recommendations for various stakeholders on policy 
measures for improvement under the framework of the STKEC 
development. 

2021 TA 9630-REG: Assessing Economic 
Corridor Development Potential 

Among Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and 
Tajikistan 

https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52188-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/road-map-shymkent-tashkent-khujand-corridor
https://www.adb.org/publications/potential-trade-shymkent-tashkent-khujand-corridor
Jessel Crispino
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13 

 

The brief shares findings from a survey by ADB and the CAREC 
Institute on laws, procedures, and the use of information and 
communication technology to implement electronic phytosanitary 
certification in CAREC Program countries. It notes that CAREC 
members are well-placed to adopt ePhyto and suggests ways 
forward for policymakers’ consideration. 

2021 TA 9500-REG: Modernizing Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary Measures to 

Facilitate Trade 

14 

 

The volume highlights the need for decisive and comprehensive 
policy action to help manage NPLs swiftly. It explores the legal and 
economic conditions conducive to NPL resolution, the role of asset 
management companies, the potential of technological solutions, 
and the importance of regional financial cooperation. It provides 
insights to help policy makers chart a course through the financial 
and economic fallout of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic to recovery and sustained financial stability in Asia, 
Europe, and beyond. The publication is a collaborative project of the 
Asian Development Bank and the European Central Bank. 

2021 TA 9497-REG: Strengthening Asia's 
Financial Safety Nets and Resolution 

Mechanisms 

https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/agri-trade-central-asia-electronic-certificates
https://www.adb.org/publications/nonperforming-loans-asia-europe-causes-impacts
Jessel Crispino
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15 

 

The climate actions are drawn from multiple sectors—renewable 
energy, carbon finance, transport, land use, information and 
communication technology, climate action plans, building energy 
efficiency, solid waste management, sustainable and low-carbon 
communities, and climate resilience. The examples show how city-
level initiatives contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and building resilience, all while delivering economic, 
environmental, health, and social co-benefits. 

2021 TA 9308-REG: Promoting Low-Carbon 
Development in Central Asia 

Regional Economic Cooperation 
Program Cities 

16 

 

Globalization and digitalization have transformed the financial 
landscape of ASEAN+3—the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and the People’s Republic of China, Japan, and the Republic 
of Korea. Despite impressive reforms, the region faces continued 
challenges. These include deepening corporate bond markets, 
coping with cross-border bank concentration risk, reducing 
dependence on the United States dollar, achieving sustainable 
infrastructure investments, addressing pension issues, and 
supporting fintech development. This edited volume highlights the 
potential for stronger regional financial cooperation to help address 
such challenges. It discusses lessons learned through financial 
cooperation since the Asian financial crisis and sets out policy 
considerations to help promote a more resilient financial future. 

2021 TA 6592-REG: Building Financial 
Resilience and Stability to 

Reinvigorate Growth 

https://www.adb.org/projects/50287-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50287-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50287-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50287-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53317-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53317-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/53317-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/100-climate-actions-cities-asia-pacific
https://www.adb.org/publications/strategic-routes-financial-resilience-asean3
Jessel Crispino
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17 

 

It presents independent reviews and assessments by various 
stakeholders from the five countries together with additional 
analysis by experts from the private and public sectors, academe, 
and international research and development institutions. Focusing 
on the development of the vast renewable energy potential of 
Mongolia’s South Gobi, the paper proposes integrated investment 
project approaches for solar and wind power development and two 
cross-border transmission links in the region. 

2020 TA 9001-MON: Strategy for 
Northeast Asia Power System 

Interconnection 

18 

 

This strategy was developed by first analyzing Northeast Asia’s 
largely isolated power systems and markets and quantifying the 
scale of potential renewable power export from Mongolia. The 
power system spans Mongolia, the People’s Republic of China, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and the Russian Federation. Scenarios 
to interconnect the largely isolated grids and gradual expansion of 
clean energy generation in the South Gobi were then analyzed, and 
findings demonstrated this to be an economically viable way to 
reduce the region’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

2020 TA 9001-MON: Strategy for 
Northeast Asia Power System 

Interconnection 

https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48030-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/review-strategy-northeast-asia-power-system-interconnection
https://www.adb.org/publications/strategy-northeast-asia-power-system-interconnection
Jessel Crispino



                                                

 

Knowledge Products 

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission. 

No. Title* Description 
Year 

Published 
TA Title 

19 

 

CAREC’s new trade strategy leverages on the successes of past 
CAREC trade work built on mutual trust and collective efforts. It is 
designed to foster deepened regional cooperation and integration. 
The CAREC Program is a partnership of 11 countries—Afghanistan, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, 
Pakistan, the People's Republic of China, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan—to promote development and lead to accelerated 
growth and poverty reduction. 

2019 TA 9712-REG: Implementing the 
Integrated Trade Agenda in the 
Central Asia Regional Economic 

Cooperation Program 

20 

 

These issues are priorities under the Central Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation Program (CAREC) Integrated Trade Agenda 2030. This 
set of short papers aims to support policy deliberations and 
implementation at the regional and national levels. 

2019 TA 9712-REG: Implementing the 
Integrated Trade Agenda in the 
Central Asia Regional Economic 

Cooperation Program 

https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/52011-001/main
https://www.adb.org/documents/carec-trade-agenda-2030-action-plan-2018-2020
https://www.adb.org/publications/carec-trade-agenda-2030-issue-papers
Jessel Crispino
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21 

 

More than 90% of cities in Asia are experiencing unhealthy levels of 
air pollution, adversely affecting the environment, health, and 
quality of life in the region. The brief presents data from a study on 
Chengdu, Kathmandu, Metro Manila, and Xiangtan that identifies 
risk factors to the population and the common challenges that Asian 
cities face. It recommends air quality management solutions that 
address these risks and challenges and that will help make cities in 
the region more livable. 

2019 TA 9608-REG: Strengthening 
Knowledge-base and Actions for Air 

Quality Improvement 

22 

 

The case studies highlight effective approaches to poverty reduction 
by providing broader access to economic opportunities, promoting 
resilience, and empowering communities through improved 
governance. Stories about experiences gained from the successful 
implementation of projects serve as examples of how to develop 
and adopt better policies and practices toward eradicating poverty. 

2019 TA 9531-REG: Enhancing Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

https://www.adb.org/projects/51347-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51347-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51347-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51331-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51331-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/making-urban-asia-air-cleaner
https://www.adb.org/publications/approaches-poverty-reduction-cases-adb
Jessel Crispino

Jessel Crispino

Jessel Crispino
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23 

 

The assessment covers laws and procedures governing the oversight 
and application of sanitary and phytosanitary measures, laboratory 
infrastructure, and border services management. CAREC members 
include Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, the People's Republic of China, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

2019 TA 9500-REG: Modernizing Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary Measures to 

Facilitate Trade 

24 

 

The 1997–1998 Asian financial crisis and the 2007–2008 global 
financial crisis highlighted the need for global and regional financial 
safety nets to safeguard financial stability and enhance resilience to 
future crises. Over the past decade, Asian economies have made 
progress in establishing financing arrangements to strengthen the 
region’s financial safety net. These arrangements have enhanced 
regional macroeconomic and financial surveillance, strengthened 
crisis management, and bolstered cooperation for financial stability 
and resilience. The report examines the evolution and the toolkits of 
regional financing arrangements and assesses the Asian 
Development Bank’s role in providing crisis response mechanisms 
through its policy-based lending facilities. 

2019 TA 9497-REG: Strengthening Asia's 
Financial Safety Nets and Resolution 

Mechanisms 

https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/49190-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/modernizing-sanitary-phytosanitary-measures-carec
https://www.adb.org/publications/strengthening-asia-financial-safety-net
Jessel Crispino
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25 

 

The empirical study demonstrates that while macroeconomic 
conditions and bank-specific factors—such as weak gross domestic 
product growth and rapid credit growth—contribute to the buildup 
of nonperforming loans, a sustained increase of nonperforming 
loans can also lead to a reduction in credit supply and slowdown in 
overall economic activity. These findings underline the importance 
of considering policy options to swiftly and effectively manage and 
respond to a buildup of nonperforming loans. 

2019 TA 9497-REG: Strengthening Asia's 
Financial Safety Nets and Resolution 
Mechanisms 

26 

 

The CAREC region covers Central Asia, the South Caucasus, 
Mongolia, and the People’s Republic of China. Agriculture in the 
region has undergone extensive country-specific policy, 
institutional, and structural changes. These have led to wide 
disparities in agricultural policy and levels of growth and 
development, which have adversely affected the region’s global 
trade performance. The report recommends strategies to promote 
diversification and harmonization of cross-border customs and 
logistics procedures to revitalize agriculture in the CAREC region. 

2019 TA 8301-REG: Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation: Supporting 

Capacity Development Needs of 
CAREC 2020 

https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/51118-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46140-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46140-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46140-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46140-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/nonperforming-loans-asia-determinants
https://www.adb.org/publications/trends-agricultural-development-carec-countries
Jessel Crispino
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27 

 

These proceedings summarize the Second Think Tanks Development 
Forum with the theme of “Exploring knowledge solutions for 
regional cooperation and integration”. It discusses the state of 
economic cooperation and integration in the CAREC region; avenues 
for cooperation in infrastructure and trade; and institutional 
development and the way forward for think tanks, in particular the 
establishment of the CAREC Think Tanks Network. 

2018 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

28 

 

The Asian Development Bank and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea (ASEAN+3) are looking to explore options to 
promote green local currency-denominated bonds to meet the 
region’s infrastructure development needs. Green bonds—
supported within the ASEAN+3 framework—would help meet the 
long-term financing of the region especially in its transition to a low-
carbon region. This publication highlights an assessment study of 
green bond markets in ASEAN+3, identifies the barriers to green 
bond market development, and proposes recommendations to scale 
up green bond markets for infrastructure development in ASEAN+3. 

2018 TA 9294-REG: Green Local Currency 
Bonds for Infrastructure 

Development in ASEAN+3 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50057-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50057-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/50057-001/main
https://www.carecprogram.org/?publication=proceedings-second-carec-think-tanks-forum
https://www.adb.org/publications/green-lcy-bonds-infrastructure-development-asean3
Jessel Crispino



                                                

 

Knowledge Products 

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission. 

No. Title* Description 
Year 

Published 
TA Title 

29 

 

 
 

This report explores the role of technology in providing solutions to 
some of the key labor market challenges that Asian countries with 
progressive aging must face in order to boost productivity and 
sustain growth and development. 

2018 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

30 

 

This working paper describes an improved context for the 
sustainable planning, design, and implementation of the fifth, sixth, 
and seventh GMS corridor towns development project. It critically 
examines existing policy and practice in developing GMS border 
economic zones through the study of five economic hotspots. 

2018 TA 8989-REG: Greater Mekong 
Subregion: Capacity Development for 

Economic Zones in Border Areas 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48122-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48122-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/48122-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/tapping-technology-maximize-longevity-dividend-asia
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-documents/48122/48122-001-tacr-en.pdf
Jessel Crispino
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31 

 

These proceedings summarize a training program on urban 
development and planning in the People's Republic of China for the 
benefit of key officials of Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) 
countries. 
 

2017 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

32 

 

From in-country to cross-country connections, whether by land, air, 
or water, transport is a key ingredient that enables nations to 
achieve economic and social development goals. The publication 
shares 20 case stories bearing practical knowledge and lessons for 
transport projects across Asia and the Pacific region under different 
socioeconomic and political situations. 

2017 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/gms-urban-dev-program-proceedings
https://www.adb.org/documents/lessons-adb-transport-projects-moving-goods-connecting-people-disseminating-knowledge
Jessel Crispino
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33 

 

This publication documents the discussions on regional economic 
outlook, sustainable urbanization, and financing urbanization; and a 
dialogue among government representatives and think tanks during 
the ADB-Asian Think Tank Development Forum 2016 held on 27-28 
October in New Delhi, India. 

2017 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

34 

 

This publication captures the proceedings of the ADB-Asian Think 
Tank Development forum 2017 held on 20-21 September in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. It features presentations on the regional 
economic outlook and various financing schemes for urban 
infrastructure projects. 

2017 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/promoting-sustainable-urbanization-asia-pacific-proceedings
https://www.adb.org/publications/financing-sustainable-urbanization-adb-asian-think-tank-forum-2017-proceedings
Jessel Crispino
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35 

 

In the PRC, some 30% of perishable agricultural products are lost 
before reaching consumers. “Improving Logistics for Perishable 
Agricultural Products in the People’s Republic of China” reports on 
the logistics of efficiently moving produce to the tables of more than 
one (1) billion consumers. Aimed at agricultural policy makers in the 
PRC, the report also offers lessons and guidance for other 
developing economies in the Asia–Pacific region. 
 
 
 

2016 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

36 

 

ADB has generated a wealth of practical knowledge in the course of 
its development projects. This operations knowledge—if optimally 
captured, shared, and reused—will help improve the design and 
implementation of future ADB projects. This exercise of capturing 
and sharing knowledge from one project for reuse in another 
project is called “cross-project learning.” Based on an analysis of 
ADB’s knowledge cycle and project cycle and interviews conducted 
with ADB staff, this study identifies gaps and opportunities and 
offers methodologies for systematic enhancement of cross-project 
learning at ADB. It also provides guidelines, tips, and a template for 
capturing and documenting operations knowledge. 

2016 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://rksi.adb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2016-Report-improving-logistics-agriculture.pdf
https://www.adb.org/documents/tapping-operations-knowledge
Jessel Crispino
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37 

 

This publication summarizes topics such as global value chains, 
regional cooperation, and the middle-income trap, which were 
discussed during the ADB-Asian Think Tank Development Forum 
2015 held on 8-9 September at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

2016 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

38 

 

The Knowledge-Sharing Platform workshop was attended by more 
than 100 participants from 18 countries. Sponsored by the PRC 
Ministry of Finance and ADB, and co-organized by the Public–Private 
Partnership (PPP) Research Committee led by the Research Institute 
for Fiscal Science, the workshop focused on new developments in 
PPPs, both regionally and abroad, while also discussing the enabling 
factors for a successful PPP in the context of ideal PPP models, and 
good practice in terms of PPP fiscal management. 

2015 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/proceedings-adb-asian-think-tank-forum-2015
https://www.adb.org/publications/6th-prc-adb-knowledge-sharing-workshop-ppp-asia-pacific
Jessel Crispino
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39 

 

This publication offers a snapshot of the region’s energy sources and 
how they are used, and presents recent developments and 
challenges that emphasize the urgency and necessity of sustainable 
energy initiatives. It features 15 recent noteworthy projects as case 
stories (contexts, solutions, results, and lessons) that were 
implemented in Bangladesh, Bhutan, the People’s Republic of China, 
India, Indonesia, the Federated States of Micronesia, the 
Philippines, and Uzbekistan in the areas of energy efficiency, solar 
energy, geothermal, waste-to-energy, advanced coal technology, 
and electricity interconnection. This publication was prepared under 
a partnership with ADB's Energy Sector Group which is designed to 
provide recent and practical insights into the design and 
implementation of the ADB energy projects. 

2015 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

40 

 

This publication summarizes global and regional policy 
developments, country-specific experiences and policy issues on 
innovation and inclusion as discussed during the ADB-Asian Think 
Tank Development Forum 2014 held on 20–21 November at Seoul, 
Republic of Korea. 

2015 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/knowledge-and-power-lessons-adb-energy-projects
https://www.adb.org/publications/promoting-innovation-and-inclusion-asia-attn-development-forum-2014-proceedings
Jessel Crispino
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41 

 

In a workshop held in Beijing in August 2013, some 200 participants 
from the PRC Central Government, 35 local governments, the 
finance sector, universities and research centers, and development 
partners discussed good-practice approaches to Public–Private 
Partnerships (PPPs) in the PRC. The workshop was organized by the 
Ministry of Finance, the National Development and Reform 
Commission, ADB, and the PPP Research Committee, which is 
hosted by the Institute of Fiscal Sciences. 

2014 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

42 

 

According to UN-HABITAT, Asia is home to 60% of the world’s urban 
poor. They live in officially designated slums, or in officially 
unrecognized slum-like conditions. “Urban Poverty in Asia” is a 
report that examines the various dimensions of urban poverty in 
Asia. As the scale of urbanization escalates, the report concludes, 
policy initiatives are required to ensure access to services, 
livelihood, shelter, and social security for potentially increasing 
numbers of urban poor. 

2014 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/public-private-partnerships-urbanization-peoples-republic-china-workshop-proceedings
https://www.adb.org/publications/urban-poverty-asia
Jessel Crispino
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43 

 

Workshops held in Beijing and Guangzhou, the PRC in December 
2013, supported and organized by the Regional Knowledge Sharing 
Initiative (RKSI), discussed best practices and models for vocational 
training, as well as the various supporting roles that the 
government, the private sector, and vocational schools can play. 
The workshop agenda also included discussions of vocational-
training financing and policy. 

2014 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

44 

 

“Innovation and Inclusion for a Prosperous Asia” was the theme of 
the 1st ADB-Asian Think Tank Development Forum held on 30-31 
October 2013 at the Tangla Hotel in Beijing, the PRC.  This 
publication documents the discussions on the latest global and 
regional policy developments and country-specific experiences and 
policy issues on innovation and inclusion. It serves as an instrument 
to facilitate the continued successful exchange of information and 
ideas. 

2014 TA 8392-REG: Provision of 
Knowledge Products and Services to 

Developing Member Countries 
through Systematic Knowledge 

Sharing 

https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46310-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/projects/46244-001/main
https://www.adb.org/publications/sustainable-vocational-training-toward-industrial-upgrading-and-economic-transformation
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovation-and-inclusion-prosperous-asia-highlights-1st-adb-asian-think-tank
Jessel Crispino
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45 

 

A regional study, Economics of Climate Change in East Asia 
examines strategies that the PRC, Japan, the Republic of Korea, and 
Mongolia can adopt that combine adapting to climate change and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the years ahead of 2050. It 
also considers the medium-term climate change adaptation costs 
involved for sectors such as agriculture, coastal protection, and 
infrastructure, while also considering the long-term potential 
effectiveness of climate change adaptation and mitigation policies. 

2013 TA 8430-REG: Promoting Regional 
Knowledge Sharing Partnerships 

Note: 1. This is a list of knowledge products published by the technical assistance projects supported by PRC Fund. 

           2. Brief descriptions are reproduced from the ADB external website and cover blurbs of each publication. 
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