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GLOSSARY 

Affected person (AP) / 

Affected Household 

(AH) 

 

– Refers to any person or persons, household, firm, private 
or public institution that, on account of changes resulting 
from the project, will have its (i) standard of living adversely 
affected; (ii) right, title or interest in any house, land 
(including residential, commercial, agricultural, forest 
and/or grazing land), water resources or any other 
moveable or fixed assets acquired, possessed, restricted 
or otherwise adversely affected, in full or in part, 
permanently or temporarily; and/or (iii) business, 
occupation, place of work or residence or habitat adversely 
affected, with or without displacement. 
In the case of affected household (AH), it includes all 
members residing under one roof and operating as a single 
economic unit, who are adversely affected by the project or 
any of its components. 

Compensation – Means payment in cash or in-kind at replacement cost for 
an asset to be acquired by the Project. 

Cut-off date – Means the date that a population record or census, 
preferably at the project identification stage, serves as an 
eligibility cut-off date in order to prevent a subsequent influx 
of encroachers or others who wish to take advantage of 
such benefits. The cut-off date will be the date when the 
detailed measurement survey and census is completed. 

Land acquisition – Means the process whereby a person is compelled by the 
Government through the Executing Agency of the Project 
to alienate all or part of the land s/he owns or possesses in 
favor of the State in the implementation of the Project or 
any of its components in return for consideration. 

Livelihood impacts or 
economic 
displacement 

– Means loss of income generating assets or access to 
income generating assets; or loss of income sources or 
means of livelihood, whether or not the affected persons 
must move to another location, and includes loss, or 
restriction, of access to protected areas resulting in impacts 
on the livelihoods of the affected persons. 

Physical 
displacement 

– Means the physical relocation or shifting of a person from 
his/her pre-project place of residence and/or business. 

Rehabilitation – Means assistance provided to seriously affected people 
due to the loss of productive assets, incomes, employment 
or sources of living that require to be compensated in order 
to improve, or at least achieve full restoration of living 
standards to pre-project level. The livelihood support may 
be given in cash or in kind or a combination of the two in 
order to improve, or at least achieve full restoration of living 
standards to pre-project levels. 

Replacement cost – Means the method of valuation of assets that helps 
determine the amount sufficient to replace lost assets and 
cover transaction costs. In applying this method of 
valuation, depreciation of structures and assets is not taken 
into account). Where domestic law does not meet the 
standard of compensation at full replacement cost, 
compensation under domestic law is supplemented by 
additional measures necessary to meet the replacement 
cost standard. 

 
 



 

Significant impact – (i) physically displaced from housing, and/or (ii) having 10% 
or more of their productive, income generating assets 
(livelihood, employment, business, and/or access to 
community resources) lost. Affected people experiencing 
significant impacts are referred to as being “severely 
affected’’. 

Vulnerable groups – Means, as per Decree 192, distinct groups of people who 
might suffer disproportionately from the loss of fixed and 
movable assets, other assets and production base or face 
the risk of being marginalized from the effects of 
resettlement and specifically include: (i) divorced or 
widowed female headed households with dependents and 
low income; (ii) households with disabled or invalid 
persons; (iii) households with persons falling under the 
generally accepted indicator for poverty as defined by the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, or the landless; and 
(iv) elderly households with no means of support. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Scope and Purpose of this Report 

1. This due diligence report (DDR) is prepared for a contract variation (referred to as Contract 
Variation No.2) that has been proposed to the existing Urban Roads and Drainage Subproject 
(HXYB1). The purpose of this DDR is to determine whether the proposed additional works 
trigger the need for involuntary resettlement safeguards or indigenous people’s safeguards. 

B. Project Overview 

2. The Government of Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is implementing the Second 
Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS2) Corridor Towns Development Project in two provinces: 
Bokeo and Luangnamtha. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is supporting the project 
through Loan 3315-Lao and Loan 8296-Lao. The Project focuses on two towns (Houayxai 
Town in Bokeo Province, and Luangnamtha Town in Luangnamtha Province) located on the 
North-South Economic Corridor (NSEC) linking Lao PDR with People's Republic of China 
(PRC), Thailand and Myanmar.  

3. The Urban Roads and Drainage Subproject  is one of 10 subprojects implemented under the 
Second Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) Corridor Towns Development Project: 

• LNT A1- Urban Village Upgrading; Urban Roads and Drainage 
• LNT A2 - Namtha River Bridge 
• LNT A3 - Urban Recreation Facility Sports Hall and Park, Night Market 
• LNT A4 - Wastewater Management 
• LNT B1 - Solid Waste Management 
• HXY A1 -  River Port Rehabilitation and Riverbank Upgrading and Protection 
• HXY A2 - Ecological Park and Recreation Area, Riverside Road and Walkway 
• HXY B1 -  Urban Roads and Drainage 
• HXY B2 - Solid Waste Management 
• HXY B3 -  Wastewater Management 

4. The Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MPWT) is the executing agency (EA), assisted by 
its Department of Housing and Urban Planning (DHUP). The Department of Public Works and 
Transport (DPWT) in each province is the implementing agency (IA), assisted by a Project 
Implementation Unit (PIU).  

C. Description of proposed additional works 

5. The existing Urban Roads and Drainage Subproject (HXYB1) comprises improvements to 13 
urban roads with a total length of 6,861m and drainage improvements along an additional 6 
roads totaling 9,226m. Cost savings have been achieved during implementation of the 
Subproject, enabling a reallocation of funds to the proposed contract variation. 

6. The proposed additional works involve reconstruction of a 750m section of existing road that 
provides access to the Provincial Governor’s Office. The road is steep with maximum 
longitudinal grade of 10.4% and without proper drainage. Due to the steep grade, during the 
rainy season, the water runoff flows to the road pavement which makes it unsafe for motorists 
and causes potholes that require yearly road maintenance. 

7. The new road will comprise: 

• 2 lanes each 3.5m wide for normal traffic and 2 outer lanes each 1.2m wide for 
motorcycles and bicycles with 150mm concrete pavement over a 100 mm subbase on 
well-compacted existing subgrade. 
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• Covered concrete side drains, 0.80m wide, on each side of road pavement 
• Sidewalks, 1.50m wide, on each side of side drains, 100mm thick. 
• Pipe culvert cross drains. 

Figure 1 – Location of the road 

 

Figure 2 – Typical cross section of the new road 
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II. IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

A. Methodology 

1. This due diligence assessment has been carried out by the Project Implementation Unit (PIU) 
and Project resettlement specialists, in consultation with the local village administration with 
reference to: 

• The Detailed Design Document for the proposed contract variation dated October 2020  

• A transect survey along the length of the road to observe the corridor of construction 
impact (as denoted by ‘pegging’) to identify impacts to roadside land, houses, other 
structures, trees, crops and other community assets. 

• A community consultation meeting on 19 July 2021 to present information about the 
proposed additional works and to check for potential social risks and impacts.  

• The resettlement principles, policies and entitlements established in the Subproject’s 
existing Land Acquisition, Compensation and Ethnic Group Development Plan 
(LACEGDP) published in September 2019 which are aligned with ADB Social Safeguards 
Policy and Lao PDR laws and regulations.  

• The safeguards screening tool presented in Appendix A and Appendix B. 

B. Corridor of impact 

The corridor of construction impact was marked using stakes by the road engineers in July 2021 to 
help identify any potential social impacts. This is shown in the following set of 7 photographs taken at 
100m intervals along the road; arrows indicate the location of each stake. 
 
Km 0+000-0+100 
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Km 0+200-0+300 

 
 
Km 0+300-0+400 
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Km 0+500-0+600 

 
 
 
Km 0+600-0+750 
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C. Social safeguards assessment 

2. The proposed works will take place within the existing road alignment and right of way. No 
private land, primary structures (e.g. houses or shops) or secondary structures (e.g. walls and 
fences) or productive assets (e.g. crops and trees) will be affected.  

3. There are a total of 58 houses, offices, shops and other properties lining the road. Property 
access will need to be maintained during construction. Of these, 28 properties have concrete 
driveways that extend into the right of way of the road and so will be affected by road 
construction. Details of households lining the road and affected driveways are shown in 
Appendix D. 

4. At times during the construction period general vehicle access will need to be restricted, 
particularly when laying and curing concrete. It will be important to ensure reasonable access 
to houses and businesses along the road.  

5. A consultation meeting with local community leaders was held on 19 July 2021. Information 
was provided about the road design, the alignment and the involuntary resettlement policy. The 
local community voiced support for the proposed road improvements and confirmed that no 
private land, structures or livelihoods will be affected based on the demarcation (pegging) of 
the corridor of impact. Households and businesses with roadside property were given 
assurance that access restrictions during road construction will be minimized and that entrance 
ways will be promptly restored. A record of consultations is contained in Appendix C. 

6. A screening checklist for involuntary resettlement safeguards has identified no issues of 
concern (Appendix A). A screening checklist has also been completed for ethnic minority 
safeguards (Appendix B) and confirms no action is required. 

D. Proposed mitigation measures 

7. Proposed mitigation measures for potential impacts are summarized in the table below. 
Additionally a consultation meeting will be held with roadside households, property owners and 
businesses prior to commencing works to present the work schedule, explain the measures 
being taken to minimize disturbance, and to disclose the grievance redress mechanism. 

 

Table 1 - Mitigation measures 

Potential impacts Mitigation measures Details elaborated in: 

Restricted access to 
roadside properties during 
construction 

Avoid and minimize access 
restrictions to properties 
alongside the road during 
construction; 

Provide temporary access 
during construction. 

Subproject EMMP 

Damage to driveways 

accessing roadside 
properties 

Restore driveways to the 

original condition (see Annex 
D for details). 

Civil works contract 

Safety risks to members of 
public during construction  

Ensure the road contractor 

implements appropriate 
control measures for 
pedestrians and motorists. 

Subproject EMMP 

Noise, vibration and dust Ensure road contractor 
implements appropriate 
control measures  

Subproject EMMP 
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III. CONCLUSION 

8. This due diligence assessment, based on engineering designs, site inspection and 
consultations with local community representatives, concludes that the proposed additional 
works do not trigger social safeguards. Community health and safety risks associated with road 
construction will be mitigated through the Subproject’s existing Environmental Monitoring Plan; 
access to roadside properties will be maintained during construction; and private driveways will 
be restored by the road contractor upon completion of works. 
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IV. APPENDICES 

A. Involuntary Resettlement Screening 

Project: Houayxay Urban Roads and Drainage (HXY B1) 
- Contract Variation No.2 

 
 

No. Involuntary Resettlement Effects Response* Remarks 

1. Will the activity require permanent or temporary 

land acquisition? 

No  

2. Is the site and land needed for acquisition 

known? 

n/a  

3. Is the ownership status and current usage of 

land to be acquired known? 

n/a  

4. Is the area of land required from each affected 

HH known? 

n/a  

5. Will land be acquired involuntarily? n/a  

6. Will land be acquired voluntarily? n/a  

7. Will easement be utilized within an existing Right 

of Way (ROW)? 

Yes  

8. Was any facility constructed recently on new 

land in anticipation of obtaining further 

assistance for the facility from this ADB project? 

No  

9. Was the land acquired legally under Lao Law?  n/a  

10. Are there any outstanding complaints about the 

land used or acquired for the existing facilities? 

No  

11. Will the activity require permanent or temporary 

relocation or displacement of any people (titled 

or non-title)? 

No  

12. Are there any non-titled people (Squatters) who 

live at the site or within the COI / Right of Way / 

Public land? 

No  

13. Will there be any loss of housing or 

accommodation or other residential structures? 

No  

14. Will there be any loss of residential land? No  

15. Will there be any loss of vegetable gardens or 

agriculture plots? 

No  

16. Will there be any loses of crops, fruit trees or 

private structures? 

No  

17. Will there be loss of income sources and means 

of livelihood due to land acquisition? 

No  

18. Will any small or informal businesses have to be 

moved or closed temporarily or permanently? 

No Access to road side shops will be 

maintained during road construction 

19. Will there be temporary or permanent loss of No  
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No. Involuntary Resettlement Effects Response* Remarks 

employment as a result of the closure of any 

businesses resulting from renovation? 

20. Will people lose access to natural resources, 
communal facilities and services? 

No  

21. If land use is changed, will it have an adverse 
impact on social and economic activities? 

n/a No change in land use 

22. Will access to land and resources owned 
communally or by the state be restricted? 

No  

23. Estimate of the likely number of persons that 
will be displaced by the project. 

0  

24. Are any of them poor, female-heads of 
households, or vulnerable to poverty risks? 

n/a  

25. Are any displaced persons from indigenous or 
ethnic groups? 

n/a  

 
 

B. Indigenous Peoples Impact Screening 

 

 KEY CONCERNS Respo

 

Remark 

1 Are there socio-culture groups present in our 

use the project area who may be considered as 

“tribes” (hill tribes, schedules tribes, tribal 

peoples), “minorities” (ethnic or national 

minorities), or “indigenous communities” in the 

No  

2 Are there national or local laws or policies as 

well as anthropological researches/studies that 
consider these groups present in or using the 

project area as belonging to “ethnic minorities”, 

schedule tribes, tribal peoples, national 
minorities, or cultural communities? 

n/a  

3 Do such groups self-identify as being part of a 
district social and cultural group? 

n/a  

4 Do such groups maintain collective 

attachments to distinct habitats or ancestral 
territories and/or to the natural resources in 
these habitats and territories? 

n/a  

 
* Response options: Yes, No, Don’t Know, N/A (not applicable) 
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C. Consultation with village administration and local residents 
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D. List of properties along the road 

No  Nam of Household Head  Road Station(m) 
Length of land 

boundary along 
road (m) 

Affected 
driveway 

(m) 

A Right-hand side of road 

1 Mr. Thavone Sta:0+000 to 0+100 16 0 

2 Mr. Phompenh Sta:0+000 to 0+100 12 0 

3 Mr. Phavang Sta:0+000 to 0+100 12 4 

4 Mr. Seokham Sta:0+000 to 0+100 12 0 

5 Mrs. Duangdy Sta:0+000 to 0+100 11 3 

6 Mr. Khamsing Sta:0+000 to 0+100 40.22 0 

7 Mr. Lop Sta:0+100 to 0+200 30.17 0 

8 Mr. Chittakone Sta:0+100 to 0+200 14.55 0 

9 Mr. Vanhsana Sta:0+100 to 0+200 14.56 0 

10 Mr. Thep Sta:0+100 to 0+200 15.69 4 

11 Mr. Nouanpheang Sta:0+100 to 0+200 23.56 3 

12 Mr. Chittakone Sta:0+200 to 0+300 12.38 0 

13 Mr. Niew Sta:0+200 to 0+300 20 6 

14 Mrs. Sonexai Sta:0+200 to 0+300 14.12 0 

15 Mr. Veethoun Sta:0+200 to 0+300 10.09 0 

16 Mr. Kanchanh Sta:0+200 to 0+300 10.48 0 

17 Unknown Name Sta:0+200 to 0+300 26 0 

18 Mr. Thananat Sta:0+300 to 0+400 36.89 6 

19 Mr. Xienghoumphunh Sta:0+300 to 0+400 16.75 0 

20 Mr. Xienghoumphunh Sta:0+300 to 0+400 11.12 0 

21 Mr. Bounchanh Sta:0+300 to 0+400 11.13 0 

22 Mr. Bounniane Sta:0+300 to 0+400 15.14 0 

23 Mr. Norkeo Sta:0+400 to 0+500 8.05 4 

24 Mr. Ounkham Sta:0+400 to 0+500 8.05 4 

25 Mr. Oneseang Sta:0+400 to 0+500 34.22 4 

26 Mr. Bounchoum Sta:0+400 to 0+500 28.16 6 

27 Mr. Vilaysack Sta:0+400 to 0+500 23.4 0 

28 Mr. Chormkham Sta:0+500 to 0+600 21.52 6 

29 Mr. Phompenh Sta:0+500 to 0+600 21.47 0 

30 Mr. Nouanpheang Sta:0+500 to 0+600 83.34 0 

31 Mr. Sitthikone Sta:0+600 to 0+700 16.12 4 

32 Mr. Ankham Sta:0+600 to 0+700 34.57 4 

33 Mr. Hongkeo Sta:0+600 to 0+700 36.4 5 

34 Police office Sta:0+600 to 0+700 22.81 4 

35 Mr. Seangtane Sta:0+600 to 0+700 12.61 4 

B Left-hand side of road     

1 Mr. Doungta Sta:0+000 to 0+100 18.39 6 

2 Mr. Hongkeo Sta:0+000 to 0+100 20.75 4 

3 Mr. Vanhnasone Sta:0+000 to 0+100 21.04 0 

4 Mr. Nid Sta:0+000 to 0+100 20.48 0 
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No  Nam of Household Head  Road Station(m) 
Length of land 

boundary along 
road (m) 

Affected 
driveway 

(m) 

5 Mr. Chormpheang Sta:0+100 to 0+200 24.51 6 

6 Mrs. Suithiphone Sta:0+100 to 0+200 23.69 0 

7 Mr. Phommaly Sta:0+100 to 0+200 18.67 4 

8 Mr. Chanhthala Sta:0+100 to 0+200 21.62 2 

9 Mr. Bounheuang Sta:0+100 to 0+200 18.92 0 

10 
Finance office 
accommodation 

Sta:0+200 to 0+300 44.54 0 

11 Mr. Somvang Sta:0+200 to 0+300 17.07 0 

12 Mr. Vongphet Sta:0+200 to 0+300 11.63 0 

13 Mr. Beungkeo Sta:0+200 to 0+300 13.21 0 

14 Mrs. Bouathip Sta:0+200 to 0+300 15.01 4 

15 Mrs. Chansamone Sta:0+300 to 0+400 14.54 0 

16 Mr. Thongvanh Sta:0+300 to 0+400 12.37 0 

17 Mr. Thipphaphone Sta:0+300 to 0+400 11.1 0 

18 Mr. Saiyone Sta:0+300 to 0+400 23 4 

19 Water supply office Sta:0+300 to 0+400 80.56 8 

20 Meexaisavanh Village office Sta:0+400 to 0+500 83.48 6 

21 Lao-German's land  Sta:0+500 to 0+600 109.94 8 

22 Mr. Khamchanh Sta:0+600 to 0+700 50.97 6 

23 Mr. Vichit Sta:0+600 to 0+700 29.48 4 
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