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Description 
Supply and use tables (SUTs) are one of the most fundamental statistical frameworks in the System of National 
Accounts (SNA). The main objective of the TA was to assist participating ADB developing member economies (DMEs) 
in implementing the SNA 2008 recommendations through the standard compilation of the tables. SUTs are an 
integrated framework showing the sources of supply of goods and services—produced in the domestic economy or 
imported—and where and how these are used, either for intermediate consumption or final use. SUTs also provide 
the base for the construction of national and international input–output tables (IOTs) which are essential for the analysis 
of a variety of economic phenomena. Besides serving to improve the quality of trade statistics, international IOTs are 
key to understanding structural transformation across economies and to measuring the extent of the DMEs’ 
participation in globalized production processes. These are relatively new knowledge frontiers with substantial data 
gaps for the DMEs. To bridge the data gap, develop knowledge products and provide knowledge solutions, the TA 
was designed to build adequate capacity in the national statistical offices (NSOs) of the DMEs to produce SUTs, IOTs 
and trade-in-value-added (TiVA) statistics.  
 
Expected Impact, Outcome, and Outputs 
The expected impact of the TA is increased implementation of international standards in national accounts compilation 
and increased comparability of data across DMEs. The expected outcomes are improved capability of NSOs for 
measuring levels of economic output and increased availability of SUT data for upstream and downstream analysis 
and research. The expected output(s): (i) updated and/or benchmark SUTs for participating DMEs based on the 2008 
SNA recommendations; (ii) time series annual national SUTs for selected DMEs incorporating the latest available data; 
(iii) time series annual international IOTs that are harmonized with national SUTs and bilateral trade statistics; and, (iv) 
national accounts staff in the economies trained in estimating and updating SUT and GDP aggregates following 2008 
SNA recommendations. The TA design is relevant with its objectives fully aligned with ADB’s strategy 2020; and its 
terms of reference, executing arrangements, and implementation schedule all aligned with the National Strategy for 
the Development of Statistics (NSDS) operational plans of the DMEs. The TA was formulated through elaborate 

discussions with all stakeholders at the conclusion of ADB’s regional technical assistance (RETA) 6483. The project 

execution will be in partnership with the NSOs who will ultimately assume the ownership of the TA related work in their 
respective DMEs. 
 
Delivery of Inputs and Conduct of Activities  

ADB recruited 5 national consultants (132 person-months) using the Individual Consulting Selection as per 

Guidelines on the Use of Consultants by ADB. The consultants and expert resource persons were engaged to conduct 
a series of training events for the NSO officials of the participating DMEs. The number of person-months for consulting 
services was increased from 80 to 132 due to the increased complexity of the principal outputs. Of the 21 DMEs invited 
to participate in the TA, 2 (Philippines and Singapore) declined due to other commitments of the staff of the respective 
NSOs. The TA funds were utilized quite efficiently and effectively with more than 5% of the allocation saved despite 
successfully conducting a range of data development and statistical capacity building activities and producing two 
publications and a database. TA accomplished the following: (i) regional inception workshop; (ii) a series of in-country 
training on SNA 2008 implementation and SUT/IOT compilation; (iii) regional workshops on constructing SUTs/IOTs, 
implementing SNA 2008 recommendations and conducting IOT analysis; (iv) publications titled “Compendium of 
Supply and Use Tables for Selected Economies in Asia and the Pacific”, “Economic Indicators for Southeastern Asia 
and the Pacific”, “Economic Indicators for Eastern Asia” and “Economic Indicators for South and Central Asia”; and (V) 
the database of TiVA statistics and GVC participation indicators for 63 economies. Altogether, nearly 700 DME 
statisticians, economists and analysts were successfully trained in the subject matter under the TA through workshops. 
The ADB staff, the consultants and resource persons accomplished their tasks and delivered their output as planned 
and on time to the satisfaction of the NSOs, who were the principal stakeholders. Overall the performance of the 
consultants was satisfactory. The performance of ADB as an executing agency is satisfactory. The TA further 
highlighted and enhanced ADB’s reputation as a knowledge solutions provider, especially in the area of GVC analysis.  



 
 

 
Evaluation of Outputs and Achievement of Outcome  
In terms of outcome, due to the effectiveness of the technical capacity built by the TA, the participating NSOs 
constructed SUTs and IOTs, in most cases after a gap of many years, adhering to SNA 2008 recommendations. The 
NSOs are now adequately capacitated to produce the tables on their own. These were achieved in a cost-efficient 
manner with a saving of more than 5% of the TA budget allocation. Further, the TA was also efficient in terms of 
processes with the NSOs seamlessly integrating TA objectives with their operational plans within their existing 
resources. In terms of outputs, the TA produced a time-series of the SUTs/IOTs for the DMEs spanning the period 
2005-2017 to facilitate temporal and spatial statistical and economic analysis – for most participating DMEs these are 
the only such statistics available. The compendium titled “Supply and Use Tables for Selected Economies in Asia and 
the Pacific” contains standardized versions of the benchmark SUTs developed by the 19 participating DMEs. The 
three-volume publication on economic indicators based on IOTs presents data visualization of economic statistics 
relevant for cross-border production arrangements analysis for 24 ADB member economies including the 19 
participating DMEs. It is noteworthy that for many participating DMEs the volumes provide the only available statistics 
on GVC participation. Further, as a result of the IOT analysis training provided through the TA, principal users in the 
DMEs such as central banks, ministry of finance, ministry of economy and universities are well-equipped to use IOTs 
and IO analysis methods in their work. The TA also developed ADB’s capacity to produce multi-regional input-output 
tables (MRIOTs), the data frameworks essential for producing GVC related statistics and analysis. The NSOs of the 
participating DMEs were satisfied with the outputs and outcome of the TA, with them publishing as official statistics 
the SUTs constructed through the TA. All TA activities and milestones, both at ADB and at the DMEs, were 
accomplished as planned and as stated in the Design and Monitoring Framework.  
 
Overall Assessment and Rating  
The TA implementation was effective in that all the stated objectives of the project were achieved, and outputs 
produced. The TA developed sustainable capacity in the NSOs of the participating DMEs to use multi-sourced data, 
complex methods and advanced techniques to produce and analyze SUTs and IOTs. Besides producing benchmark 
SUTs under the TA, the NSOs of the participating DMEs committed to take steps to institutionalize periodic production 
of the tables and to continue the implementation of the SNA 2008 recommendation. As a result of the TA more relevant, 
accurate, timely and detailed data are now available for economic and policy analysis. Further, the participating DMEs 
are now better equipped to provide higher quality and more detailed expenditure data required for the International 
Comparison Program, which seeks to compare the economies of all countries across the globe. The TA accomplished 
all its objectives in the 19 participating DMEs despite considerable financial and resource constraints. The NSOs 
effectively integrated the TA’s objectives in their workplans and achieved the planned outputs with their existing human 
resources. Through regional workshops and conferences, the TA provided ample opportunities for NSOs at varying 
levels of technical capacity to interact, even collaborate, to enhance mutual learning and development. Hence, the TA 
is rated successful. 
 

Major Lessons 
The implementation of SNA 2008 recommendations is a major undertaking requiring not only considerable financial 
and human resources but also a wide range of economic data and high level of technical capacity related to the subject 
matter. The recommendations can be fully implemented only through a coordinated and conscientious effort by the 
NSOs, and ADB and its development partners such as UNSD, UN ESCAP, ASEAN, IMF, World Bank and OECD. 
Advocacy to the highest possible levels of the governments on the criticality of statistics for informing policy is essential 
for achieving sustainable capacity development in the domain especially since most NSOs continue to face severe 
resource constraints in producing statistics required to monitor the progress towards the SDGs.     
 
Recommendations and Follow-Up Actions 
While SUTs are fundamental to produce quality economic statistics in the SNA domain, due to data and capacity 
requirements most DMEs have not institutionalized the periodic production of the tables. The NSOs in the Asia and 
the Pacific region still require considerable assistance and support in producing SUTs and other components of the 
SNA. It is therefore recommended that ADB continue to provide focused financial and technical assistance to the 
DMEs to implement SNA2008 recommendations and other international standards through its TA facilities.   

TA = technical assistance. 
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