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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The knowledge and support technical assistance (TA) will (i) strengthen the research 
capacity of the Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences (VASS), and (ii) strengthen VASS’ 
knowledge management and capacity to carry out policy advocacy. 1  To strengthen VASS’ 
research capacity, the TA project will establish an internal system for research planning and 
quality control within VASS, and will carry out actual research projects to international standards. 
To strengthen VASS’ knowledge management and policy advocacy capacity, the TA project will 
develop a new knowledge management and dissemination plan. This will improve the quality of 
policy briefs for Viet Nam’s Socioeconomic Development Plan (SEDP) for 2021–2025 and bring 
those briefs more in line with the 17 United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).2 
 

2. The TA is included in the Asian Development Bank’s country operations business plan for 

Viet Nam, 2017–2019.3 

 
II. ISSUES 

3. Poverty reduction progress. Robust economic growth over the past 2 decades has 
contributed to Viet Nam being recognized as a successful development story. From 2007 to 2016, 
per capita income more than doubled in Viet Nam, from $919 to $2,110.4 National poverty rates 
have been declining for years—from 58.1% in 1990 to 7.0% in 2015.5 However, pockets of chronic 
poverty persist in some rural agricultural areas and among ethnic minority groups. The 
government has adopted a new multidimensional poverty index that measures (i) living conditions, 
(ii) income levels, (iii) access to education and health care, (iv) access to information, and (v) 
access to social assistance.6 According to this multidimensional poverty index, about 11.35% of 
the national population is still classified as poor. Viet Nam has achieved its Millennium 
Development Goal targets to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, provide universal primary 
education, promote gender equity, and improve maternal health. Viet Nam has also made positive 
progress in other health-related indicators. Viet Nam’s SEDP for 2016–2020 targets more 
inclusive and environmentally sustainable growth, but the country continues to face several 
challenges in achieving such growth, including vulnerability to climate change, an underdeveloped 
clean-energy sector, low agricultural competitiveness, delays in economic reforms, and 
unaffordable social services.7 These challenges could slow Viet Nam’s progress in achieving 
SDGs and UN Human Development Index targets.8 
 
4. Sustainable Development Goals adoption. To demonstrate its commitment to 
achieving the SDGs, the government has established a cross-ministerial SDG task force, 
including representatives of VASS, to create a national action plan. That plan has singled out 115 
priority targets out of the 169 targets covered by the 17 SDGs. Among the most urgent targets: 
                                                
1   The TA first appeared in the business opportunities section of ADB’s website on 6 October 2017. 
2   United Nations. 2015. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. New York. 
3  ADB. 2016. Country Operations Business Plan: Viet Nam, 2017–2019. Manila. 
4  The World Bank. Gross Domestic Product per Capita (current US dollar). 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD (accessed 18 May 2017).  
5  General Statistics Office of Viet Nam. Health, Culture, Sport, and Living Standard 

http://www.gso.gov.vn/default_en.aspx?tabid=783 (accessed 30 October 2017). 
6 Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative. 2015. Viet Nam Moves to Multidimensional Approach to Poverty 

Reduction. 21 September. http://www.ophi.org.uk/vietnam-moves-to-multidimensional-approach-to-poverty-
reduction/ (accessed 8 October 2015). 

7  Government of Viet Nam. 2016. Socioeconomic Development Plan 2016–2020. Ha Noi. 
8  United Nations Development Programme. 2016. Viet Nam Human Development Report 2016. New York. 
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strengthening the government’s research capacity, improving data collection, networking with 
knowledge institutes, and improving policy advocacy vis-à-vis SDGs. As the key SDG agency, 
VASS has been tasked with (i) developing SDG monitoring indicators, (ii) helping the government 
achieve SDGs through innovative and high-quality knowledge solutions, (iii) designing future 
country development plans that are more inclusive and aligned with SDGs, and (iv) monitoring 
and assessing implementation of the SDGs.  
 
5. Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences contribution to inclusive growth. Since its 
establishment in 1953, VASS has been a key policy advisory body to the national assembly and 
the Government of Viet Nam. About 1,700 researchers belonging to 30 different institutes and 
centers under VASS have researched poverty issues.9 Together with the Ministry of Planning and 
Investment, VASS has been the major author of the country’s SEDPs. VASS also helps write 
feasibility reports for official development assistance-funded projects and provides evidence-
based advice on government investment decisions. Together with the United Nations 
Development Programme, VASS also issues the annual Viet Nam Human Development Report, 
a key government knowledge product and the official data source for SDGs. The report is also 
used for monitoring the implementation of SEDP. 
 
6. Challenges. As one of the key SDG agencies and authors of Viet Nam’s SEDPs, VASS 
has faced multiple challenges.  
 
7. Limited research capacity. VASS lacks the capacity to create relevant research studies 
that comply with international standards. VASS researchers often begin research projects without 
clear benchmarks and without a research management plan. There is currently no unified quality 
assurance system for knowledge products within VASS, with each center and institute adopting 
their own standards.  Networking opportunities with foreign and regional knowledge institutes are 
limited, leaving VASS with limited access to the types of sophisticated, international-standard 
research methodologies that are needed to address Viet Nam’s complex development challenges. 
As a result, knowledge solutions and research topics lack innovation and are often supply-driven 
rather than being based on development priorities.  
 
8. Weak knowledge services. While the SEDP for 2016–2020 supports SDGs, gaps exist 
between the SDGs and the development targets identified in the SEDP. Furthermore, the SEDP 
does not provide a feasible roadmap for achieving all of the SDGs. VASS will need to address 
these gaps in the SEDP for 2021–2025 by proposing development targets that are more closely 
aligned with the SDGs. This will require improving the capacity of VASS to carry out policy 
advocacy, disseminate knowledge products, and improve its internal knowledge management 
system. Improving VASS’ capacity will also prepare VASS to be more involved in official 
development assistance and concessional loan-financed projects.  
 
9. ADB knowledge strategy and value addition. In its 2016–2020 country partnership 
strategy, ADB emphasizes the importance of strengthening knowledge management of Viet 
Nam.10 This dovetails with ADB’s strategy to strengthen its support to middle-income countries by 
providing innovative knowledge solutions. The country knowledge plan for Viet Nam, 2016–2020, 

                                                
9 VASS’ major tasks include (i) conducting a broad range of academic research studies related to poverty reduction 
and inclusive economic growth; (ii) reviewing and providing guidance on national draft strategies, policies, plans, and 
programs; and (iii) monitoring the implementation of approved policies. 

10 ADB. 2016. Country Partnership Strategy: Viet Nam, 2016–2020—Fostering More Inclusive and Environmentally 
Sustainable Growth. Manila.  
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recommends that ADB knowledge products and services be more focused, strategic, and 
coordinated (with other development partners), and that they be disseminated more effectively.11  
 

III. THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

A. Impact and Outcome 

10. The TA will have the following impact: Viet Nam’s national development plan will be more 
inclusive, sustainable, and aligned with the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
the SDGs.12 The TA will have the following outcome: VASS’ knowledge solutions improved.13  
 
B. Outputs, Methods, and Activities  

11. Output 1: Research capacity strengthened. The TA will strengthen VASS’ research 
capacity by (i) establishing an internal system for research planning and quality control at VASS, 
and (ii) implementing actual research projects to international standards. The TA will support the 
development of new research manual and the training of VASS management and researchers to 
use this manual. With a new research management system and support from international 
researchers, VASS will undertake three research projects that will directly support SDGs and will 
inform future ADB assistance to Viet Nam. These will cover renewable energy, sustainable human 
resource development, and global value chains in the agriculture sector. The three research 
projects will support the following SDGs: affordable and clean energy (SDG 7), good health and 
education development (SDGs 3 and 4), gender equality (SDG 5), decent work and economic 
growth (SDG 8), responsible consumption and production (SDG 12), and partnership for the goals 
(SDG 17). Development partners that will offer complementary support for this TA include the 
World Bank, UN agencies, and bilateral donors. 
 
12. Output 2: Knowledge services improved. To help strengthen VASS’ knowledge 
management and capacity in policy advocacy, the TA will (i) develop a new knowledge 
management and dissemination plan, (ii) implement a new knowledge management system using 
information technology solutions, and (iii) support the preparation of SDG-aligned policy briefs to 
inform the SEDP for 2021–2025. The new knowledge management system will allow SDG 
progress to be monitored beyond the TA implementation period, thus helping to ensure the 
sustainability of the TA. Knowledge-enhancing activities will include knowledge dissemination 
workshops and policy dialogue with other development partners on SDGs and the new SEDP.  
 
C. Cost and Financing 

13. The TA is estimated to cost $1,440,000, of which $1,200,000 will be financed on a grant 
basis by the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction and administered by ADB, and $100,000 will be 
financed on a grant basis by ADB’s Technical Assistance Special Fund (TASF 6). The 
government will provide counterpart support in the form of counterpart staff, provision of office 
space, and other in-kind contributions. The key expenditure items are listed in Appendix 2.  
 
14. Under the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction 2017 Policy Guidelines, the following are 
ineligible expenditures: (i) purchase of vehicles, (ii) salaries for civil servants, (iii) any foreign 
travel, (iv) scholarships or long internships, (v) detailed engineering design, (vi) civil works and 

                                                
11 ADB. 2016. Viet Nam: Country Knowledge Plan, 2016 – 2020. Ha Noi 
12 United Nations. 2015. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. New York. 
13 The design and monitoring framework is in Appendix 1. 
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other related expenses, and (vii) those under ADB’s List of Ineligible Items (or Negative List) and 
Prohibited Investment Activities List. 

 
D. Implementation Arrangements 

15. ADB will administer the TA. The Viet Nam Resident Mission will select, supervise, and 
evaluate consultants. VASS will be the executing and implementing agency of the TA. The 
president of VASS will be responsible for the overall management and guidance of the TA, and 
will head a project management board that will comprise the VASS chief administrator, the 
secretary to the VASS president, and managers of VASS’ organization and personnel, 
international cooperation, finance, and scientific management departments, among other 
departments. A project management unit under VASS, comprising a project director and a core 
team of counterpart staff, will work with consultants. The deputy director general of the 
international cooperation department will be the project director of the TA. 
 

Table 1: Implementation Arrangements 
 

Aspects  Arrangements 

Indicative implementation period January 2018–December 2019  

Executing agency VASS 

Implementing agency VASS 

Consultants To be selected and engaged by ADB  

QCBS (90:10) a 49 person-months $700,000 

ICS 21 person-months  $130,000 

Procurement 

 

To be procured by ADB through consultants  

Shopping 2 contracts $120,000 

Advance contracting Research capacity development package.  

Disbursement The TA resources will be disbursed following ADB's Technical Assistance 
Disbursement Handbook (2010, as amended from time to time). 

Front-loading JFPR funds, where appropriate. The TASF will finance 
items that are ineligible for JFPR financing. Specific arrangements will be 
defined in each activity cost estimate. 

Asset turnover or disposal 
arrangement upon TA completion 

Upon completion of the TA project, equipment will be turned over to 
VASS. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, ICS = individual consultant selection, JFPR = Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction, 
QCBS = quality and cost-based selection, TA = technical assistance, TASF = Technical Assistance Special Fund, 
VASS = Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences. 
a Simplified technical proposal will be used. 
Source: Asian Development Bank 
 

16. Consulting services. The TA project will require 26 person-months of international 
consultants and 44 person-months of national consultants. Consulting packages will include (i) 
a firm to provide a team of international and national consultants to develop research capacity 
and improve knowledge services; and (ii) individual consultants to work on (a) international 
program coordination and monitoring and evaluation and (b) national program coordination. ADB 
will engage a consulting firm and individual consultants in accordance with ADB’s Procurement 
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Policy (2017, as amended from time to time) and the associated project administration 
instructions and/or TA staff instructions.14 Consultants will procure all goods funded by the TA. 

 
17. Once the TA is approved by ADB, information about the TA will be disclosed on the VASS 
website. The site will serve as the key platform for sharing and exchanging knowledge with VASS’ 
partners. The website belongs to VASS and will be maintained and financed by the government. 

 
IV. THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION 

18. The President, acting under the authority delegated by the Board, has approved (i) ADB 
administering a portion of technical assistance not exceeding the equivalent of $1,200,000 to be 
financed on a grant basis by the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction, and (ii) ADB providing the 
balance not exceeding the equivalent of $100,000 on a grant basis to the Government of Viet 
Nam for Support to Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences, and hereby reports this action to the 
Board.   
 
 

 

                                                
14  Terms of Reference for Consultants (accessible from the list of linked documents in Appendix 3). 
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DESIGN AND MONITORING FRAMEWORK 

Impact the TA is Aligned with  
Viet Nam’s national development plan more inclusive, sustainable, and aligned with the United Nations’ 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs.a 

Results Chain Performance Indicators with 
Targets and Baselines 

Data Sources and 
Reporting 

Risks 

Outcome 
 
VASS’ knowledge 
solutions improved 

By 2020: 
 
a. Knowledge products generated 

by VASS utilized to monitor 
SDG progress and prepare the 
SEDP for 2021–2025, which are 
gender sensitive and social 
inclusive (2017 baseline: Not 
applicable) 
 

b. Research partnership 
agreement with international 
agencies is established (2017 
baseline: 3) 

 
 
a. SDG monitoring 

report by the 
United Nations 
 
 

 
 
b. Research 

partnership 
agreement 

 

 
 
Local 
governments 
fail to provide 
socioeconomic 
data 
 

 

Outputs 
 
1. VASS’ research 

capacity 
strengthened  

By 2019: 
 
1a. Three knowledge products 

(covering renewable energy, 
human resource development, 
and global value chains in the 
agriculture sector) produced by 
VASS (2017 baseline: Not 
applicable) 

 
1b. Number of VASS research 

studies published increased by 
10% (2016 baseline: 1,118) 

 
1c. Share of gender sensitive and 

social inclusive studies 
increased (by 50%) to 17.1% 
(2016 baseline: 11.4%)   

 
 
1a. Actual research 

reports  
 
 
 
 

 
 
1b. Published 

research 
studies 

 
1c. Published 

research 
studies 

 

 

Government 
allocates 
insufficient 
research 
budget  

 
 

2. Knowledge services 
improved 

 

By 2019 

2a. Knowledge management plan, 
gender sensitive and social 
inclusive, is developed (2017 
baseline: Not available) 

2b. Knowledge management 
system is operational (2017 
baseline: Not applicable) 

2c. Three nationwide knowledge 
dissemination workshops for 
SDGs under preparation of the 
new SEDPs are organized, of 
which 50% of the participants 

 

2a. Approved 
knowledge 
management 
plan 

2b. Knowledge 
management 
system 

2c. VASS annual 
report 
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are female (2017 baseline: Not 
available) 

 Key Activities with Milestones 

1.  Research capacity strengthened 
1.1 Conduct survey on research planning, quality-control procedures, and constraints; and consolidate 

the concept of the research manual in 2018.  
1.2 Develop a draft research manual in 2018. 
1.3 Organize training programs on the research manual in 2018. 
1.4 Evaluate the manual impact on the quality of social economic development research studies during 

2018–2019. 
1.5 Organize training sessions on gender sensitive and social inclusive research studies in 2018. 
1.6 Conduct three research projects during 2018–2019. 
 
2. Knowledge services improved 
2.1 Develop new knowledge management and dissemination plan in 2018. 
2.2 Implement new knowledge management system during 2018–2019. 
2.3 Organize training sessions on the new knowledge management plan and system in 2019. 
2.4 Organize national knowledge-sharing workshops during 2018–2019. 
2.5 Conduct policy dialogue on the SDGs and the new SEDP during 2018–2019. 
 
TA Management Activities 
Recruit the TA consultants in 2018. 
Procure TA equipment in 2018. 
Organize TA inception mission, midterm review mission, and TA final mission during 2018–2019. 

Inputs 
ADB: $100,000 (TASF-VI)  
Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction: $1,200,000 
 
Note: The government will provide counterpart support in the form of counterpart staff, office 
accommodation, and other in-kind contributions.  

Assumptions for Partner Financing  
Not Applicable 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, JFPR = Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction, SEDP = socioeconomic development 
plan, SDG = Sustainable Development Goal, TA = technical assistance, TASF = Technical Assistance Special Fund, 
VASS = Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences.  
a United Nations. 2015. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. New York. 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 
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COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCING PLAN 
($’000) 

 

Item Amount 

A. Asian Development Banka   
1. Training, seminars, workshops, forum, and conferencesb 80.0 
2. Miscellaneous administration and support costs 10.0 
3. Contingencies 10.0 

Subtotal (A) 100.0 
B. Japan Fund for Poverty Reductionc  

1. Consultants   
a. Remuneration and per diem  

i. International consultants 520.0 
ii. National consultants 132.0 

b. Out-of-pocket expenditures  
i. International and Local traveld 80.0 
ii. Training, seminars, and conferencese 28.0 
iii. Surveyf 15.0 
iv. Report and communications 10.0 
v. Miscellaneous administration and support costsg 25.0 
vi. Otherh 20.0 

2. Equipmenti 120.0 
3. Training, seminars, workshops, forums, and conferencesj 150.0 
4. Miscellaneous administration and support costsk 10.0 
5. Contingencies 90.0 

Subtotal (B) 1,200.0 
  

Total 1,300.0 
Note: The technical assistance (TA) is estimated to cost $1,440,000, of which contributions from the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction are presented in the table above. The government will provide 
counterpart support in the form of counterpart staff, provision of office space, and other in-kind contributions. It is 
estimated that government contributions will account for 10% of the total TA cost. 
a Financed by ADB’s Technical Assistance Special Fund (TASF 6). 
b  This includes expenditures ineligible for Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction financing for workshops and seminars, 

and visits to overseas academic research institutes or agencies for Viet Nam Academy of Social Sciences 
researchers.  

c Administered by ADB. 
d  This includes international and/or domestic air travel and land travel for consultants. 
e  Workshops and seminars include inception, interim, and final workshops. 
f  This includes surveys to provide additional inputs for three research projects. 
g  This includes TA office operating costs (i.e., electricity, internet, stationaries, fax, and telephone charges). 
h  This includes recruitment of administrative staff and interpreter to support TA office operations. 
i  Equipment includes computers, photocopiers, servers, universal power supply, projectors, and software as approved 

in the Technical Assistance Summary Report by the Government of Japan. All TA-financed goods shall be procured 
in accordance with ADB’s Procurement Policy and the associated project administration instructions/TA staff 
instructions; upon completion of the TA project, they shall be turned over to the Government of Viet Nam. 

j  This includes surveys, capacity building, and knowledge-dissemination seminars and workshops—including travel 
costs and fees for participants, logistical costs, and related costs for external resource persons. This also includes 
travel costs, including support service, for ADB staff [ADB (BPMSD and SPD). 2013. Use of Bank Resources: 
Regional Technical Assistance and Technical Assistance vs. Internal Administrative Expenses Budget. 
Memorandum. 26 June (internal)]. 

k  This includes domestic air and land travel for government staff and other costs. 
Source: Asian Development Bank estimates. 
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