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Description   
The Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific or Key Indicators (KI), prepared by the Economic Research and Regional 
Cooperation Department (ERCD), is one of the annual flagship publications of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). It provides 
the latest comprehensive compendium and analysis of trends in economic, social, financial, and Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) indicators of ADB’s regional members. It also contains a special chapter with in-depth, data-intensive analysis of 
an important policy issue. In general, Key Indicators offers strong data and information support for evidence-based 
policymaking. 
 
Expected Impact, Outcome and Outputs 
The impact of Key Indicators 2017 will be high-quality statistics and economic analysis to meet increasing demand for 
knowledge for development in the DMCs supported.  
 
The outcome will be that by the end of 2018, policymakers, economic researchers in and outside ADB, and the public at large 
make sustained use of Key Indicators analysis, and its data and information support system. Potential performance targets 
would be citations by major newspapers and publications, and usage of Key Indicators contents in corporate materials and 
planning documents.  
 
The main output of the TA is the publication of the 48th edition of the Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific, which is comprised 
of statistical tables of selected (i) SDG indicators; (ii) development indicators in the region; and (iii) indicators of global value 
chain (GVC) participation. Other outputs of the TA include a special study on jobs and technology; updated ADB Multi-regional 
Input-Output Database (ADB MRIO); updated ADB's Statistical Database System (SDBS); workshops and dissemination 
events; and background research and working papers on various topics related to the theme chapter.  
 
Delivery of Inputs and Conduct of Activities  
The TA supported (i) preparatory work for the special study on jobs and technology; (ii) compilation of statistical tables and 
updating of databases; (iii) finalization of the statistical and special study publications; and (iv) various dissemination activities. 
The TA provided 18 person-months of international individual consultants’ services for the preparation of background papers, 
peer review inputs, and manuscript editing; and 403 person-months of national individual consultants’ services for conducting 
background studies and providing research support such as data processing, conducting literature reviews, and preparing 
summary tables and charts. 
 
A minor change in implementation arrangements was approved on 24 November 2017 to meet the departmental goal of 
consolidating publication of special/thematic flagship studies. This paved the way for conducting a special study using 
resources from the TA and publishing it as the theme chapter of the Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2018. The minor 
change also realigned the budget of the TA and increased the allocation of national consultants by 270 person-months to 
support the preparation of the special study on jobs and technology and expansion of the ADB MRIO Database.  
 
All experts were engaged as individual consultants in accordance with ADB’s consulting services guidelines. Overall, the 
performance of the consultants was satisfactory. The TA was efficient given that the inputs and activities were able to deliver 
the expected outputs and outcome both in terms of quality and quantity. The performance of ADB as the executing agency is 
rated satisfactory. The consulting inputs were productive and contributed to the success of the TA. 
 
Evaluation of Outputs and Achievement of Outcome  
Two workshops were organized at the ADB Headquarters under this TA: (i) 2017 ADB Conference on Economic Development 
(ACED) on “Entrepreneurship, Firm Dynamics, and New Technologies” which was held on 9–10 January 2017. The workshop 
discussed key policy issues relevant to fostering innovation, productivity improvements and growth among firms; it also 
examined employment related challenges that might arise due to new technologies in developing Asian countries; and (ii) “Jobs 
in Asia: How Technology is Shaping Asia’s Quest for Good Jobs” which was held on 29 November 2017. The workshop 
provided an opportunity to focus specifically on the issue on how new technologies such as robotics and artificial intelligence 
(AI) are affecting employment, wages and other labor market outcomes in developing countries, especially those in the Asia-
Pacific region.  
 
The TA was relevant and effective. It produced a high-quality Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2017 report that was 
launched on 8 September 2017. KI 2017 report features updated statistics on selected SDG indicators in Part I; economic, 
financial, social, and environmental indicators in Part II; GVC participation indicators in Part III; and the country tables of 48 
ADB member economies that are only available online. Part I also had a section that presented sex-disaggregated analysis of 
ownership of assets and entrepreneurship using gender-related indicators estimated from ADB supported household surveys 

https://www.adb.org/publications/key-indicators-asia-and-pacific-2017


 
 

on measuring asset ownership and entrepreneurship from a gender perspective conducted in Georgia, Mongolia, and the 
Philippines. An infographic is available at ADB website illustrating gender disparity on asset ownership in these countries. As 
of 30 June 2019, KI 2017 publication reached a total download of 58,795 since its launch. 
 
In addition to its statistics component, the special study on jobs and technology was published as the ADO 2018 Theme 
Chapter, How Technology Affects Jobs. The study looked into the role of new technologies in generating more and better jobs 
and various countervailing effects against job displacement arising due to new technologies. The ADO 2018 was launched on 
11 April 2018 at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club in Hong Kong, China. The Department of Communications (DOC) tracked 
a total of 1,287 news articles led by top-tier publications such as Financial Times and Nikkei and international news wire 
agencies such as Associated Press, Reuters, and Agence France Presse. More than half of DOC’s target media covered the 
report, rising to 75% of target media, of which, 59% or 764 stories tracked were from the region. Among DOC’s regional target 
media, 76% published at least one story on the report. The PRC had the most number of stories (95), followed by Viet Nam 
(87), and India (53).1  The study also provided a platform around which the Governors’ Seminar at ADB’s Annual Meeting 2018 
was prepared (“Technological Change, Globalization, and Jobs in Asia”, held on 4 May 2018), as well as a special pre-Annual 
Meeting event requested by the Government of the Philippines on the topic (“Technology for Inclusion Conference”, held on 
27 April 2018). 
 
Dissemination activities through workshops, seminars, and conferences were conducted in London on 13 April 2018; Geneva 
on 17 April 2018; New Delhi on 16–19 April 2018; Bogota, Colombia on 11–12 May 2018; Legazpi City, Philippines on 24–25 
May 2018; Rome on 25–27 June 2018; Beijing on 29 July–4 August 2018; Manila on 2–3 October and 9–10 November 2018; 
and Seoul on 13–15 December 2018. The report was also presented at the “6th OECD-AMRO-ADB/ADBI-ERIA Asian Regional 
Roundtable on Macroeconomic and Structural Policies” held at ADB Headquarters on 26–27 July 2018 and at the “4th Annual 
Public Policy Conference on Harnessing the Fourth Industrial Revolution” organized by the Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies which was held at EDSA Shangri-La in Manila on 19 September 2018. Knowledge sharing was also extended thru 
social media such as podcast and blogs which are available at the ADB website. 
 
The TA also produced two ADB Economics Working Papers: 1) New Technology and Emerging Occupations: Evidence from 
Asia; 2) The Employment Effects of Technological Innovation, Consumption, and Participation in Global Value Chains: 
Evidence from Developing Asia and an ADBI Working Paper, Prospects for Decent Work in Services.  
 
Overall Assessment and Rating 
Overall, the TA is rated as successful. The TA was relevant since the outputs and outcome were achieved. The TA was also 
effective as it produced high-quality outputs and facilitated better synergy of ADB’s knowledge products. As such, the TA was 
efficient given the overall satisfactory performance of the consultants and successful completion of activities. The intended 
impact of the TA of having the Key Indicators as an important and viable source of information in formulating policies among 
DMCs will be likely sustainable. 
 
Major Lessons 
First, the decision of separating the special chapter from the Key Indicators publication has been a good one. It enabled the 
Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2017 to focus on statistics-related content while allowing the special chapter to be 
published in ADB’s other annual flagship publication, Asian Development Outlook, bringing greater focus on the latter as an 
outlet for publishing flagship research on policy-relevant issues for the region. This approach offers greater visibility and impact 
for both publications and creates better synergy across the research and knowledge publications of ADB. Second, web posting 
of infographics, podcast, and blogs, just like workshops or conferences, are also effective means of delivering important 
messages to a wide range of audiences and enhances the outreach of ADB’s research work among stakeholders.   
 
Recommendations and Follow-Up Actions 
The statistics component of the ERCD should continue to strengthen efficient coordination with the national statistical partner 
agencies in ADB regional member economies who are the sources of latest official statistics presented in the statistical tables 
and database for ADB regional member economies. To produce high-quality statistics and statistical database, efforts at 
harmonizing the data series based on international standards, to the extent these are implemented at the country level, should 
continue. The data collection modalities from statistical partners can be further enhanced and modernized by exploring the 
development of Application Programming Interface (APIs) and use of Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX). On 
economic research and special studies of policy interest, these should continue to be published either as standalone research 
or as part of ERCD’s policy-oriented flagship publications to promote strong synergies across ERCD’s knowledge products 
and cross collaboration with ERCD divisions and ADB departments. In terms of the dissemination of ADB’s knowledge 
products, ERCD should continue working closely with DOC to explore innovative and efficient means of dissemination not only 
to reach out to a wider audience but also to enhance awareness of key stakeholders to various issues affecting the region. 

TA = technical assistance. 

Prepared by: Yi Jiang                 Designation and Division: Senior Economist, EREA 

                                                      
1 The ADO 2018 flagship publication is composed of three parts: i) regional outlook; ii) theme chapter; and iii) country chapters. Although the 

numbers reported may refer to the whole publication, the theme chapter was cited in most of the news, two of which were opinion pieces from 
Financial Times and India’s top business paper Mint. 
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