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1. Basic Data Project Number: 52189-003
Project Name Subproject 2: Aid for Trade for 

Inclusive Growth, 2020-2022
Department/Division ERCD/ERCI

Nature of Activity Research and Development Executing Agency Asian Development Bank
Modality Small-Scale, Subproject

Country Regional

2. Sector Subsector(s)     ADB Financing ($ million)
Industry and trade Small and medium enterprise development 0.05

Trade and services 0.08
Total 0.13

qq

3. Operational Priorities Climate Change Information1

 Accelerating progress in gender equality

 Fostering regional cooperation and integration

GHG Reductions (tons per annum) 0
Climate Change impact on the Project Low

ADB Financing

Adaptation ($ million) 0.00

Mitigation ($ million) 0.00

Cofinancing

Adaptation ($ million) 0.00

Mitigation ($ million) 0.00

Sustainable Development Goals Gender Equity and Mainstreaming
SDG 1.b
SDG 5.b
SDG 8.2
SDG 17.11

Some gender elements (SGE)

Poverty Targeting
General Intervention on Poverty

4. Risk Categorization Risk Categorization does not apply 
Qq

5. Safeguard Categorization Safeguard Policy Statement does not apply
qq

6. Financing

Modality and Sources Amount ($ million)

ADB 0.13
    Knowledge and Support technical assistance: Technical Assistance 
Special Fund

0.13

Cofinancing 0.13
    Government of Australia (Full ADB Administration) 0.13

Counterpart 0.00
    None 0.00

Total 0.26

  
Currency of ADB Financing: US Dollar 

q

1 The project reduces greenhouse gas emissions. However, it does not fall under the eligibility criteria for climate mitigation finance as defined by
the joint multilateral development bank methodology on tracking climate finance, which notes that not all activities that reduce greenhouse gases in
the short term are eligible to be counted towards climate mitigation finance. Accordingly, greenfield fossil fuel projects are excluded, and climate
mitigation finance is considered zero.



 

 

I. THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SUBPROJECT 

A. Overall Progress of the TA cluster 

1. The knowledge and support technical assistance (TA) cluster supports the knowledge 
contribution of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to the Aid for Trade (AfT) initiative led by the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), including participation in the biennial AfT Global Review, and 
brings together stakeholders to advance the AfT agenda in a coordinated and effective manner. 
ADB’s main contribution consists of a research report, Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific, 
launched at the Global Review. The TA cluster is included in the management-approved annual 
work program for the Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department (ERCD) as a 
policy research agenda for the benefit of developing member countries (DMCs) for 2020–2021. 
The TA cluster was approved on 22 January 2019, and TA subproject 1 was approved on 29 
January 2019. 

2. The TA subproject 1 has produced the following major publications: (i) Leveraging Trade 
for Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Pacific,1 and (ii) Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific: 
Promoting Economic Diversification and Empowerment.2  Related to these publications were the 
following knowledge events: (i) Trading Up: Economic Empowerment and Gender Equality on 4 
May 2019 during the ADB Annual Meeting in Fiji where discussions focused on strategies to 
promote women-led small and medium enterprises and inclusive trade including through regional 
cooperation and donor support for generating good data and quality jobs, policies to improve 
women's work conditions, and strengthen women’s business capacity to access markets, and (ii) 
the 7th Aid for Trade Global Review on 3-5 July 2019 in Geneva, during which the ADB’s Aid for 
Trade 2019 report was launched and presented, highlighting the role of trade in services and how 
AfT can best assist the development of more inclusive trade in services for those on low incomes, 
complementing the aim of  bringing the benefits of trade to more women and young people and 
small firms.  A related blog on how the right trade policies can empower women was also 
published.3  
 
B. Subproject Outcome 

3. The TA subproject 2 will have the following outcome: DMCs’ understanding of relevant 
trade opportunities, bottlenecks, and issues improved.4  The TA subproject 2 will contribute to the 
TA cluster’s overall outcome by producing and disseminating the Aid for Trade Report 2021, 
organizing related knowledge sharing events, and publishing background papers as policy briefs 
and working papers.5 
 
C. Subproject Outputs, Methods, and Activities 

4. Output 1: Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific 2021 report published and 
disseminated. The TA subproject will cover the publication of the Aid for Trade in Asia and the 
Pacific 2021 report, guided by the 8th Global Review theme in 2021 that focuses on "Empowering 

 
1  ADB. 2019. Leveraging Trade for Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Pacific. 
https://www.adb.org/publications/leveraging-trade-womens-economic-empowerment-pacific.  
2  ADB. 2019. Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific: Promoting Economic Diversification and Empowerment. 
https://www.adb.org/publications/aid-trade-asia-pacific-economic-diversification-empowerment.  
3 Park, C. and F. Khan. 2019. How the right trade policies can empower women. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-right-
trade-policies-can-empower-women.  
4 The TA subproject 2 first appeared in the business opportunities section of ADB’s website on XX December 2020.  
5 The design and monitoring framework is in Appendix 1. 

https://www.adb.org/publications/leveraging-trade-womens-economic-empowerment-pacific
https://www.adb.org/publications/aid-trade-asia-pacific-economic-diversification-empowerment
https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-right-trade-policies-can-empower-women
https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-right-trade-policies-can-empower-women


2 

 

Connected, Sustainable Trade." To provide a solid empirical and analytical foundation for its 
content, the TA subproject will commission background research papers to supplement research 
of the Regional Cooperation and Integration Division (ERCI).  
 
5. Increasing international trade and foreign direct investment played major roles in the 
region’s development and economic transformation. The region’s growth in trade in goods and 
services averaged 9% annually from 1990 to 2018. The trade-to-GDP ratio rose from 17% in 1965 
to 53% in 2018.6  The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak and pandemic in 2020 has 
impacted on trade and economic growth. Asian governments responded to the pandemic with a 
range of containment measures, which significantly reduced people’s mobility and, along with 
precautionary behavior, cut into domestic economic activity. Regional and global trade plunged 
during the second quarter of 2020, with global trade down close to 20% year-on-year in April and 
May.7 Latest forecasts show that developing Asia’s GDP will contract by 0.7% in 2020.8  This will 
be the first regional contraction since the early 1960s.  
 
6. The COVID-19 outbreak and pandemic call for critical assessment of its impact on trade 
and supply chains. ADB's 2021 Aid for Trade Report will therefore evaluate the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on international trade and the implications for the Aid for Trade Initiative. It 
should be noted that the Aid-for-Trade Work Program for 2020-2021 was established before the 
pandemic. The focus of the work program is on the opportunities that digital connectivity and 
sustainability offer for economic and export diversification. Both digital connectivity and 
sustainability have received increased attention amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Digitalization of 
the economy has been accelerated and questions of how trade can contribute to sustainability 
are now asked from a different perspective. The pandemic has exposed some fault lines in global 
supply chains highlighting their vulnerability. As economies locked down, healthcare authorities 
and governments were left scrambling to find the products they needed. The report will assess 
the impact of the pandemic on international trade and what it means for the Aid for Trade agenda, 
in particular with regard to sustainability and digitalization. Trade has been crucial in fighting the 
pandemic; and looking ahead, it will be vital for economic recovery. The pandemic will have lasting 
impact on how economies trade and do business across borders. These elements will be 
considered in the research which should be evidence-based and policy-oriented.9 
 
7. Output 2: Knowledge sharing events organized. The international launch of the report 
during the Global Review of AfT will be followed by knowledge sharing events cohosted by ADB’s 
development partners within Asia and the Pacific. Outreach will include analytical discussions of 
the issues in partnership with academic institutions, think tanks, relevant civil society 
organizations such as business and trade associations, and development partners. Distinguished 
economists and trade experts in the region will be invited to discuss the analytical rigor of the 
research work. Policy makers, business associations and private sector representatives will also 
be invited to the knowledge sharing events to generate discussions on the wider policy relevance. 
The publication will be widely disseminated in collaboration with ADB’s Department of 
Communications and participating resident missions, as well as with subregional programs.10 In 

 
6 ADB. 2019. Asia’s Journey to Prosperity. Manila; World Bank. 2020. World Development Indicators. 
7  CBP Netherlands. Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis. https://www.cbp.nl/en/worldtrademonitor (accessed 
November 2020).  
8 ADB. 2020. Asian Development Outlook database (accessed November 2020). 
9 The following data sources will be explored: trade policy measures from the Global Trade Alert, European University 
Institute, and the World Bank; trade data from UN COMTRADE; and services trade data from the UN Services 
Database. 
10 These subregional programs may include the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation program, the Greater 
Mekong Subregion program, and the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation program. 

https://www.cbp.nl/en/worldtrademonitor
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view of the pandemic and the uncertainty of the situation that may go beyond 2020, virtual 
knowledge sharing events through remote video technology meeting platforms may also be 
considered as necessary. Use of social media will also be explored. 
 
6. Output 3: Background papers published.  Background papers will also be considered 
for publication as policy briefs and working papers to provide researchers with more extensive 
analyses related to the theme of the report. 
 
D. Subproject Cost and Financing 

7. The TA subproject is estimated to cost $250,000, of which (i) $125,000 will be financed 
on a grant basis by ADB’s Technical Assistance Special Fund (TASF-6 and TASF-other sources) 
and (ii) $125,000 will be financed on a grant basis by the Government of Australia through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and administered by ADB. The key expenditure items 
are listed in Appendix 2. 

E. Subproject Implementation Arrangements 

8. ADB (ERCD) will administer the TA subproject, with ERCI directly responsible for its 
administration and achieving the desired outputs. In particular, ERCI will select, supervise, and 
evaluate consultants and resource persons; procure goods; organize workshops and 
conferences; and provide staff and/or coordinate ADB staff, including regional departments and 
other operations departments, for supporting services and participation in workshops and 
conferences, in line with the “One ADB” approach in knowledge solutions. Report and background 
work will also be coordinated with relevant ADB departments. For research collaboration, joint 
conferences, and dissemination activities, the TA subproject will also partner with reputable 
research institutions in the region or globally. The implementation arrangements are summarized 
in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Subproject Implementation Arrangements 
Aspects  Arrangements 

Indicative implementation period December 2020 – June 2022  

Executing agency ADB (Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department) 
Implementing agency ADB (Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department) 
Consultants To be selected and engaged by ADB 

International (individual) 8 person-months $80,000 
National (Individual) 38 person-months $70,000 
Resource persons (individual) 1.33 person-months $10,000 

Procurementa To be procured by ADB 
Request for quotations 3 contracts $15,000 

Disbursement The TA resources will be disbursed following ADB's Technical 
Assistance Disbursement Handbook (2020, as amended from time 
to time). 

Asset turnover or disposal 
arrangement upon TA 
completion 

After the TA is completed, any procured equipment will be disposed 
of in compliance with the Project Administration Instructions.b 

a Procurement Plan (accessible from the list of linked documents in Appendix 3). 
b ADB. 2013. Administering Grant-Financed Technical Assistance Projects. Project Administration Instructions. PAI 
5.09. Manila. 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 
 

9. Consulting services. Individual consultants will be recruited as needed for the duration 
of the TA cluster to provide an estimated 28 person-months of international consulting inputs (8 



4 

 

person-months for this subproject), 138 person-months of national consulting inputs (38 person-
months for this subproject), and 4 person months of resource persons to be engaged for the 
conferences and other knowledge-sharing events (1.33 person months for this subproject).11 The 
consultants will be engaged following the ADB Procurement Policy (2017, as amended from time 
to time) and the associated project administration instructions and/or staff instructions.12 Hiring a 
team of individual consultants will provide more benefits for ADB than engaging a firm because 
of the following reasons: (i) faster mobilization of consultants, (ii) greater control by implementing 
agency in selecting and managing consultants, and (iii) greater flexibility in engaging experts 
specializing in a broad spectrum of AfT-related topics.  

10. International consultants will be commissioned to prepare background research papers 
for selected topics in the Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific report, and to edit the TA subproject 
related publications and written outputs. National consultants will include research and economic 
analysts who will assist ADB in the delivery of the TA subproject’s core outputs and in the 
preparation of the TA subproject’s publications and seminars. Other national consultants, 
including typesetters, graphic designers, and proofreaders, will be engaged for the publication of 
AfT and other reports and papers. Resource persons, who are internationally distinguished 
experts and could include ADB staff, will be engaged to present or facilitate discussions at 
seminars and other events. 
 
11. A team of ERCI staff comprising two international staff members (one acting as the project 
leader and the leader of the team of consultants), one national officer, one operations coordinator, 
and one operations assistant will oversee and manage the implementation of the TA subproject. 

12. ADB’s procurement. Purchases of information and communication technology-related 
equipment and/or supplies and econometric or statistical programs and/or software will follow the 
ADB Procurement Policy (2017, as amended from time to time), in coordination with ADB’s Office 
of Information Systems and Technology and Office of Administrative Services, where applicable.13 
After the TA is completed, any procured equipment will be disposed of in compliance with 
Administering Grant-Financed Technical Assistance Projects in the Project Administration 
Instructions.14

 Disbursements under this TA subproject will follow ADB’s Technical Assistance 
Disbursement Handbook (2010, as amended from time to time).

 
11 The Terms of Reference for Consultants are accessible from the linked document in Appendix 3.  
12 ADB will consider lump-sum payments and output-based contracts for consulting services.  
13 The procurement plan is accessible from the linked document in Appendix 3. 
14 ADB. 2013. Administering Grant-Financed Technical Assistance Projects. Project Administration Instructions. PAI 
5.09. Manila. 
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SUBPROJECT DESIGN AND MONITORING FRAMEWORK 
 
Impacts the TA Subproject is Aligned with 
Opportunities for further trade growth in Asia and the Pacific maximizeda 
DMCs’ integration into the global economy heightened through increased trade opennessa 
 

Results Chain 
Performance Indicators 

with Targets and Baselines 
Data Sources and 

Reporting Mechanisms Risks  
Outcome    
1. DMCs’ 
understanding of 
relevant trade 
opportunities, 
bottlenecks, and 
issues improved. 

1a. Policy citations by DMCs 
from the study/report findings, 
and their interest in 
knowledge events. 
(2019–2020 baseline: not 
applicable) 
 
1b. Increased reference to 
the reports by the media and 
economic researchers, both 
within ADB and beyond.  
(2019–2020 baseline: not 
applicable) 
 

1a. National development 
strategies; country 
partnership strategies; 
participation in the 
knowledge events 
organized under this TA 
 
1b. DOC media 
monitoring reports; ADB 
Management 
speeches, talking points, 
and briefing notes; and 
web search engine that 
indexes the full text 
or metadata of scholarly 
literature across an array 
of publishing formats 
and disciplines (e.g., 
Google Scholar) 

Changes in the global 
or regional political, 
economic, and trade 
environment 
undermine the 
relevance of key 
findings and 
messages. 

Outputs    
1. Aid for Trade in 
Asia and the Pacific 
2021 report 
published and 
disseminated 
 

1a. 500 copies printed and 
distributed to DMCs 
(2019–2020 baseline: 500 
copies) 
 

1a. Production report, 
BTORs 

External 
circumstances may 
compromise the 
production schedule. 

1b. By end of 2021, 1,000 
web downloads achieved 
(2019–2020 baseline: not 
applicable) 
 

1b. DOC web download 
statistics 

 
 
 

2. Knowledge 
sharing events 
organized 
 

2a. 2 knowledge sharing 
events, including capacity 
building workshop for DMCs, 
where 30% of participants are 
women (2019–2020 baseline: 
2 knowledge sharing events) 
 

2a. BTORs 
 

Scheduling difficulties 
may limit the number 
of knowledge sharing 
events 
 

3. Background 
papers published 

3a. By June 2022, 2–3 
background papers published 
as policy briefs and/or 
working papers under the TA 
subproject (2019–2020 
baseline: 1 policy brief; 1 
working paper) 
 

3a. Production report Unexpected 
circumstances, such 
as delay in peer 
review, derail the 
publication schedule. 
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Key Activities with Milestones 
 
1. Launch the Aid for Trade in Asia and the Pacific Report 2021 internally and at the Global Review of Aid 

for Trade (June–July 2021). 
2. Organize knowledge sharing events (August 2021–March 2022). 
3. Publish background papers as policy briefs and/or working papers (December 2021–June 2022). 
 
TA Management Activities 
Hiring of consultants (December 2020–June 2021) 
Engagement of resource persons (May 2021–March 2022) 
Procurement of information technology equipment, information and knowledge services (April–June 
2021). 
 
Inputs 
ADB: $125,000 
Government of Australia: $125,000b 
 
Assumptions for Partner Financing 
Not Applicable 
 
ADB = Asian Development Bank; BTOR = back-to-office report, DMC = developing member country, DOC = department of 
communications, TA = technical assistance. 
a Defined by TA. 
b The amount also includes ADB's administration fee, audit costs, bank charges, and provision for foreign exchange fluctuations, if 

any, to the extent that these items are not covered by the interest and investment income earned on this grant, gains from foreign 
exchange conversion, or any additional grant from the Government of Australia. 

Source: Asian Development Bank. 
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SUBPROJECT COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCING PLAN 
($’000) 

 

Item 

Amount 

Asian Development 
Banka 

Government of 
Australiab 

1. Consultantsc   
a. Remuneration and per diem   

i. International consultants 37.00 43.00 
ii. National consultants 40.00 30.00 

b. Out-of-pocket expenditures   
i. International and local travel 10.00 10.00 

2. Printed external publicationsd 0.00 3.00 
3. Goodse 15.00 0.00 
4. Training, seminars, workshops, forums and 

conferencesf 
  

a. Facilitators and/or resource persons 5.00 5.00 
b. Travel cost of ADB staff acting as resource 

persong 
8.00 0.00 

c. Venue rental and related facilities 0.00 8.00 
d. Participantsh 0.00 18.00 
e. Representationg 3.00 0.00 

5. Miscellaneous administration and support costsi 2.00 0.00 
6. Contingencies 5.00 1.75 
7. Administration feesj 0.00 6.25 

Total 125.00 125.00 
a Financed by the Asian Development Bank’s Technical Assistance Special Fund (TASF 6) 
b Financed by Government of Australia through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and administered by the 

Asian Development Bank. 
c Lump-sum payments and output-based contracts will be considered under the technical assistance. 
d Digital and print publication costs of papers and reports, including payment to service providers (typesetters; 

translators; proofreaders; page proof checkers; and Printing Unit contractual personnel, if needed). An estimated 500 
copies will be printed for DMCs and requestors. 

e Includes information and communication technology-related equipment and/or supplies, econometric or statistical 
programs and/or software, and subscriptions to third-party databases. ADB will procure the equipment in accordance 
with ADB Procurement Policy (2017, as amended from time to time) as well as Staff Instructions on Procurement of 
Goods, Works and Nonconsulting Services. Turnover and/or disposal arrangements for the equipment will follow the 
provisions stated in the Project Administration Instructions on Administering Grant-Financed Technical Assistance 
Projects (PAI 5.09, para. 68). 

f These are regional events catering to economies in the region. With particular reference to coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), any need for international and national travel shall be assessed by ADB at the time of these events.  
Virtual events may be considered. 

g ADB (Budget, Personnel, and Management Systems Department; and Strategy and Policy Department). 2013. Use 
of Bank Resources: Regional Technical Assistance and Technical Assistance vs. Internal Administrative Expenses 
Budget. Memorandum. 26 June (internal). 

h  Pertains to international participants in the conferences that the TA subproject will organize and includes per diem, 
airfare, and miscellaneous travel expenses. Local participants from the academe and other research institutions will 
also be invited to the conferences. 

i  Includes costs of administrative and research assistance, and communications and courier expenses. 
j Asian Development Bank’s fee for administering the Government of Australian funding. 
 
Source: Asian Development Bank estimates. 
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