
Since its inception in 1995, the LPR Program has 
covered five principal areas:

Portfolio

enviRonmentaL Law  
and SuStainabLe deveLoPment

 ɂ judicial capacity development
 ɂ climate change
 ɂ clean and renewable energy

 ɂ anti-money laundering and combating 
the financing of terrorism (amL/CFt) 

 ɂ capital markets regulation

inCLuSive gRowth 
and aCCeSS to juStiCe

 ɂ legal identity
 ɂ legal literacy
 ɂ gender equity
 ɂ microfinance

the role of good governance and the Rule of Law in development 
is vital. it builds and supports confidence in public institutions and 

provides assurances that taxpayer money is being spent efficiently, 
effectively and ethically, and that the “rules of the game” regarding 
business and investment are established and applied fairly and 
consistently. the confidence of an economy’s stakeholders—including 
taxpayers, businesses, entrepreneurs, employees, lenders, and investors—
is a crucial component of sustainable and inclusive development.
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the central premise of the LPR Program is that a functioning 
legal system is essential to sustainable development. 

Such a system is anchored on the Rule of Law and comprises a 
comprehensive legal framework and effective judicial, regulatory, 
and administrative institutions that establish, implement, and 
enforce laws and regulations fairly, consistently, ethically, and 
predictably.

the office of the general Counsel has been managing 
the Law and Policy Reform (LPR) Program of the 

asian development bank (adb) since 1995. under the program, 
ogC conceives, designs, processes, and implements technical 
assistance projects directly to developing member countries in 
areas relating to legal and judicial reforms.

tHE lPr ProPoSition

Background

inCLuSive gRowth and aCCeSS to juStiCe
 ɂ establishing a legal literacy program for women in Pakistan, afghanistan, and tajikistan to 

combat violence against women
 ɂ Supporting the development of a gender equality Law in the maldives

inFRaStRuCtuRe Law and ReguLation
 ɂ Launch of a program for the institutional strengthening 

of the South asian association for Regional Cooperation 
in Law to harmonize legal and regulatory frameworks for 
regional integration

 ɂ evaluation of the effectiveness of water and electricity 
sector regulation in Southeast asian countries and  
small-island developing states in the Pacific through 
regional and national case studies to facilitate 
improvements toward international standards

 ɂ assistance in preparation of indonesia’s Land acquisition 
Law to provide legal certainty and a clear land acquisition 
time frame for public infrastructure

SuccESS StoriES

enviRonmentaL Law 
and SuStainabLe deveLoPment

 ɂ ChieF juStiCeS’ and judiCiaL RoundtabLeS on 
enviRonmentaL juStiCe and adjudiCation

 held in Southeast asia and South asia, this is the only 
forum in the world that gathers chief justices and senior 
judges from the association of Southeast asian nations 
and South asian countries to discuss the effective 
implementation of environmental treaties, conventions 
and domestic legislation. the results have included: 

 Ƀ creation of green benches/courts in various member 
countries—including Pakistan, malaysia, and 
bhutan—that specialize on environmental matters 
to enhance effective application consistent with 
international practice;

 Ƀ establishment of a judicial certification program on 
environmental law in indonesia;

 Ƀ preparation of Rules of Procedure for environmental 
Cases for the Philippine courts;

 Ƀ creation of a training program for judges on 
environmental matters in member countries including 
Pakistan, the People’s Republic of China, and Sri Lanka;

 Ƀ undertaking needs assessments in viet nam and 
myanmar to identify and address gaps in the legal and 
regulatory frameworks on environmental laws; and

 Ƀ publication of knowledge products such as books that 
review and codify key environmental concepts and 
case law in Pakistan and bhutan.

FinanCiaL Law and ReguLation
 ɂ Providing legislative advisory support to the People’s 

Republic of China on amendments to the Securities Law  
and the new Futures Law

 ɂ developing capacities of prosecutorial, judicial, and 
law enforcement authorities on amL/CFt in mongolia

 ɂ Strengthening the amL/CFt regime in tajikistan 
by preparing the country’s national risk assessment, 
identifying gaps in their laws and regulations, and 
enhancing their internal control

 ɂ assisting the preparation of amL/CFt national 
risk assessment for Fiji, vanuatu, Solomon islands, 
and Papua new guinea

 ɂ managing the Cooperation Fund for Regional trade and Financial Security initiative, funded 
by the governments of australia, japan, and the united States that have financed numerous 
amL/CFt technical assistance projects

PRivate SeCtoR deveLoPment
 ɂ advising on a legal framework for insolvency regime in Southeast asian developing members 

post-asian financial crisis in order to facilitate private investment
 ɂ advising the People’s Republic of China on the development of banking programs supportive 

of small and medium-sized enterprises and microfinancing
 ɂ advising on the adoption of new or enhanced public–private partnership laws in many 

member countries

 ɂ an ‘enviRonmentaL Law ChamPionS’ PRogRam
 these are innovative train-the-trainers modules 

developed and implemented to enhance the capacity of 
environmental law teachers, public interest lawyers, and 
other environmental law professionals. the modules are 
aimed at developing a pool of national environmental 
champions who pass along their knowledge to judges 
and practitioners in their home countries.

aDB President takehiko nakao with 
Philippine chief Justice Ma. lourdes sereno

senior asean judges discussing 
environmental justice

aDB General counsel christopher stephens 
and former aDB Vice-President Bruce Davis 

with former Bhutan chief Justice lyonpo 
sonam tobgye celebrating aDB’s 

partnership with saarclaW

nepal President Bidhya Devi Bhandari 
and Prime Minister Khadga Prasad 

sharma Oli inaugurating the regional 
energy regulation dialogue

Minister of finance and attorney General 
aiyaz sayed-Khaiyum and head of the 

financial intelligence unit razim Buksh 
appreciating aDB’s aMl assistance to fiji
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