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Peace 
 
 
To foster peaceful, just, and inclusive societies which are free from fear and 
violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace and no 
peace without sustainable development.

 Snapshots

• Globally, approximately 5.3 people per 100,000 population are victims of intentional homicide. 
The intentional homicide rate of 2.5 for every 100,000 people in Asia and the Pacific is one of the 
lowest around the world.

• The proportion of births registered with a civil authority are 100% among developed economies 
and nearly 100% in most economies of Central and West Asia. High proportions exceeding 90% are 
also noted in South Asia’s Bhutan and the Maldives. In Southeast Asia, more than two-thirds of 
the births are registered with a civil authority, while in the Pacific, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, 
and Tonga have birth registration rates that exceed 90%.

Armed conflict and violence could have a long-lasting 
disruptive impact on the lives of people. For instance, 
current estimates suggest that roughly 50 million 
people are displaced by violence and armed conflict 
around the world (UNHCR 2014). The Sustainable 
Development Agenda recognizes that peace is an 
important pillar of sustainable development. Hence, 
SDG 16 aims to promote peace and arrest endless 
cycles of violence by strengthening institutions’ 
capacity to uphold political stability and the rule of 
law. This section examines several indicators that 
underpin SDG 16 where data are available for ADB 
member economies.  

SDG 16: Promote Peaceful  
and Inclusive Societies for Sustainable 
Development, Provide Access  
to Justice for All and Build Effective, 
Accountable, and Inclusive 
Institutions at All Levels

Number of victims of intentional homicide 
per 100,000 population. Globally, approximately 
5.3  people per 100,000 population are victims of 
intentional homicide. The intentional homicide rate 
of 2.5 for every 100,000 people in Asia and the Pacific 

is one of the lowest around the world.2 In South Asia, 
the incidence of victims of intentional homicide is 
lower than five per 100,000 people in all economies. 
Some of the economies with the lowest incidence 
(less than one per 100,000 population) of victims of 
intentional homicide are also in the region including 
Brunei Darussalam; the People’s Republic  of  China 
(PRC); Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan;  
the Republic of Korea; the Maldives; New Zealand; and 
Singapore (Figure 5.1). Some of the highest incidences, 
however, are also in the region. These include Tuvalu 
(20.3), Papua New Guinea (10.8), the Philippines (9.9), 
Pakistan (7.8), Mongolia (7.5), Kiribati (7.5), Kazakhstan 
(7.4), the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) 
(7.1), and Afghanistan (6.6).

Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose 
birth have been registered with a civil authority. 
According to the metadata of UNSD’s SDG Indicators 
Global Database, birth registration is a primary step 
toward securing a person’s recognition before the law. 
Absence of such formal documentation may limit a 

2 The regional aggregate is population-weighted average estimated 
using number of victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 
population. The data for population are from the United Nations 
Office of Drugs and Crime and United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs Population Division’s World Population 
Prospects: The 2015 Revision.
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person’s access to health care, education, or labor market 
services and, consequently, undermine the inclusiveness 
of institutions. In recognition of this important role, one 
of the targets under SDG 16 is to provide a legal identity 
for all, including birth registration. 

Figure 5.2 presents the estimates of the proportion 
of children under 5 years of age whose births have 
been registered with a civil authority for economies 
with data for 2010 or later years. Birth registration 
rates are 100% among developed economies, and 
nearly 100% in Central and West Asian economies 
(except Afghanistan). Among South Asian economies, 
the Maldives and Bhutan have birth registration rates 
that exceed 90%. In Southeast Asia, the Philippines, 
Thailand, and Viet Nam have birth registration rates 
that also exceed 90%. A high birth registration rate is 
also recorded in Tonga of the Pacific. Table 5.1 presents 
estimates for earlier years.

Proportion of population subjected to physical, 
psychological, or sexual violence in the previous 
12 months. Figure 5.3 shows the incidence of sexual 
violence per 100,000 population based on latest data 
for each economy in Asia and the Pacific. The Maldives 
(163.2), Australia (87.5), and New Zealand (83.2) have 
the highest incidence. Economies with the lowest 
incidence (less than 2 per 100,000 population) are 
Myanmar (0.7), the Kyrgyz Republic (1.3), Thailand 
(1.8), and the Philippines (1.9).   

Equity and Other Issues 

Armed conflict and violence lead to a multitude of 
domestic problems. For instance, in a number of 
conflict-ridden countries, it is almost impossible to 
reduce extreme poverty significantly without arresting 
the endless cycles of armed violence and insecurity. 
However, these are not purely domestic issues as they 
transcend the borders of conflict-affected countries. 
Hence, it is important for conflict-unaffected countries 
to actively participate in addressing the root causes of 
violence and insecurity. Additionally, they should also 
actively facilitate multilateral action to ensure that the 
world’s most marginalized segments have equal access 
to justice and security.  

FSM = Federated States of Micronesia, Lao PDR = Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, PRC = People’s Republic of China. 
Source:  Table 5.1.
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Figure 5.1: Number of Victims of Intentional Homicide  
per 100,000 Population, Latest Year

Click here for figure data

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/204091/sdg-peace-figure-5-1.xlsx
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Lao PDR = Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
Note: Only economies with recent estimates (2010 and later) are included. 
Source:  Table 5.1. 
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Notes: Only economies with recent estimates (2010 and later) are included. 
“Sexual violence” means rape and sexual assault, including sexual o�ences 
against children.  Data supplied by countries may not exactly reflect the 
definition provided by United Nations  O�ce of Drugs and and Crime 
(UNODC).
Source:  UNODC. Homicide Database. https://data.unodc.org/  
(accessed 11 October 2016). 

Data Gaps 

Data needed to monitor the progress with respect 
to SDG 16 are very sparse and are not collected 
regularly. While national governments and 
specialized intergovernmental institutions have 
important roles in addressing such data gaps, 
nongovernment institutions such as civil society 
organizations and research institutes could 
play a key role in providing supplementary data  
(SDSN 2016).  

Figure 5.2: Proportion of Children under 5 Years  
of Age Whose Births Have Been Registered  

with a Civil Authority, Latest Year
(%)

Figure 5.3: Incidence of Sexual Violence  
(based on number of police-recorded offences)  

at the National Level, Latest Year
(per 100,000 population)

Click here for figure data

Click here for figure data

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/204091/sdg-peace-figure-5-3.xlsx
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/204091/sdg-peace-figure-5-2.xlsx
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Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all,  
and build effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels

Table 5.1:  Selected Indicators for SDG 16 - Crime and Birth Registration
 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere
 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

Regional Member 16.1.1  Number of Victims of Intentional Homicide
(per 100,000 population)

16.9.1  Proportion of Children under 5 Years  
of Age Whose Births Have Been Registered  

with a Civil Authority  
(%)

2000 2012 2006 2014
Developing Member Economies
   Central and West Asia

Afghanistan 4.1 (2009) 6.6 6.0 (2003) 37.4 (2011)
Armenia 2.7 (2004) 2.0 (2013) 96.0 (2005) 99.6 (2010)
Azerbaijan 2.8 2.5 (2014) 93.6 ...
Georgia 5.0 2.7 (2014) 92.0 (2005) 99.6 (2013)
Kazakhstan 15.5 7.4 (2013) 99.0 99.7 (2011)
Kyrgyz Republic 8.7 3.7 (2014) 95.7 97.7
Pakistan 6.4 7.8 26.6 (2007) 33.6 (2013)
Tajikistan 3.1 (2006) 1.4 (2013) 88.0 (2005) 88.4 (2012)
Turkmenistan ... 4.3 95.5 ...
Uzbekistan ... 3.2 99.9 ...

   East Asia
China, People’s Rep. of 2.0 (2002) 0.8 ... ...
Hong Kong, China 0.6 0.9 (2013) ... ...
Korea, Rep. of 0.9 (2011) 0.7 (2014) ... ...
Mongolia 13.9 (2003) 7.5 (2014) 98.0 (2005) 99.3 (2013)
Taipei,China 5.1 3.0 (2011) ... ...

   South Asia
Bangladesh 2.5 2.8 (2014) 10.0 37.0 (2013)
Bhutan 2.0 (2008) 2.7 (2014) ... 99.9 (2010)
India 4.5 3.2 (2014) 41.1 71.9
Maldives 0.1 (2007) 0.9 (2013) 73.0 (2000) 92.5 (2009)
Nepal 2.7 3.3 35.0 58.1
Sri Lanka 6.8 (2003) 2.9 (2013) 97.2 ...

   Southeast Asia
Brunei Darussalam 0.9 (2003) 0.5 (2013) ... ...
Cambodia 3.3 (2001) 2.4 66.4 (2005) 73.3
Indonesia 1.0 0.5 (2014) 55.0 (2002) 68.5 (2013)
Lao PDR ... 7.1 72.0 74.8 (2012)
Malaysia 2.2 (2001) 4.3 ... ...
Myanmar 2.1 (2001) 2.5 64.9 (2003) 72.4 (2010)
Philippinesa 7.4 9.9 (2014) 83.0 (2000) 90.2 (2010)
Singapore 0.9 0.3 (2014) ... ...
Thailand 8.2 3.9 (2014) 99.5 99.4 (2012)
Viet Nam 1.2 (2001) 4.0 92.7 (2005) 96.1

   The Pacific 
Cook Islands ... 3.1 ... ...
Fiji 2.6 (2007) 3.0 ... ...
Kiribati 7.1 (2008) 7.5 92.0 (2008) 93.5 (2009)
Marshall Islands ... 4.7 ... 95.9 (2007)
Micronesia, Fed. States of ... 4.8 ... ...
Nauru ... 1.3 82.6 (2007) ...
Palau ... 3.1 ... ...
Papua New Guinea 8.7 10.8 ... ...
Samoa 8.7 (2009) 3.2 (2013) 47.7 (2009) 58.6
Solomon Islands 4.4 (2004) 4.9 80.0 (2007) ...
Timor-Leste 2.4 (2004) 4.9 53.0 (2003) 55.2 (2010)
Tonga 1.0 1.0 ... 93.4 (2012)
Tuvalu – (2002) 20.3 49.9 (2007) ...
Vanuatu ... 2.9 43.0 (2007) 43.4 (2013)

Developed Member Economies 
Australia 1.9 1.0 (2014) 100.0 (2012) 100.0 (2015)
Japan 0.6 (2003) 0.3 (2014) 100.0 (2012) 100.0 (2015)
New Zealand 1.3 0.9 (2014) 100.0 (2012) 100.0 (2015)

... = data not available at cutoff date, – = magnitude equals zero, Lao PDR = Lao People’s Democratic Republic, SDG = Sustainable Development Goal.

a In 2009, the Philippine National Police implemented a new crime reporting system wherein crime data for 2009 were set as the baseline for future research, study, and comparison. 
Thus, crime statistics in 2009 cannot be compared with those data obtained in the previous years (2008 and earlier) since the parameters were no longer the same.

Sources: For Indicator 16.1.1: For initial year and economies not available in United Nations (UN) SDG Indicators Global Database, data from United Nations Office of Drugs and 
Crime. Homicide Database. https://data.unodc.org/ (accessed 19 August 2016); for latest year, data from United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals Indicators 
Global Database. http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/ (accessed 21 July 2016). For Indicator 16.9.1: For initial year and economies not available in UN 
SDG Indicators Global Database, World Bank. World Development Indicators. http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators  
(accessed 19 August 2016); for latest year, data from United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals Indicators Global Database. http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/  
(accessed 21 July 2016).
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