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This year marks a 50-year evolving partnership between Cambodia and 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB). As one of ADB's founding members 
in 1966, Cambodia ceased to be a member in 1975 following a period of 
war and social conflict. In 1992 ADB resumed its operations in Cambodia 
following the peace agreement in Paris.

Shifting from central command to market-based policies, the Government 
of Cambodia and ADB are now working hand in hand, embarking on a 
development path that emphasizes economic, inclusive, and sustainable 
growth. This album captures this 50–year journey.



TIMELINES
This section provides an insight into the various phases of ADB’s 
relationship with Cambodia, from the early beginnings in the 1960s, ADB’s 
reengagement in the early 1990s, emerging shifts in the economy in the 
late 1990s, and postmillennium up to the present.



The Early Beginning

From left to right: ADB is established in Manila, 1966; First ADB President Takeshi Watanabe takes office; Original location of the 
ADB Headquarters in Manila, Philippines (now occupied by the Department of Foreign Affairs); First ADB logo.

1960s

ADB was established in Manila, Philippines in 1966. Cambodia was one of its founding 
members. ADB’s mission was to reduce poverty in Asia, which at the time was one of the world’s 
poorest regions.



Cambodia Reengages with ADB
1990s
A new era of partnership emerges, bringing new dimensions and opportunities.

Clockwise from top: Then-President Tadao Chino of ADB visits Father King Sihanouk and Queen Monique; Then-
Director, Programs (West) Noritada Morita discusses plans for the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) program with 
Prime Minister Hun Sen; Then-Senior Minister Keat Chhon and Then-President Chino sign agreement in Phnom Penh.



A major challenge during the early years of reengagement was the 
deterioration of social capital and infrastructure. However, with 
determination and foreign assistance, Cambodia was set to embark on a 
path of development driven by gradual peace and stability.

It was during this period that the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) program 
was launched, initiated by the Governments of Cambodia, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam with international 
assistance, including ADB.



Restoration of Critical Infrastructure
Initial ADB operations focused on humanitarian assistance, emergency response, and 
restoration of transport and irrigation infrastructure, particularly those caused by floods and 
drought as well as prolonged lack of maintenance.

From left: Road construction under the Provincial Roads Improvement Project, 
Banteay Meanchey province; Canal dredging in Kampong Thom Province; and 
completed rehabilitated irrigation canal.

Transportation and agriculture have always been the major sectors of 
ADB involvement in Cambodia, as productivity is improved by linking 
farms to markets and enhancing connectivity to move goods and people.



Left: Placing concrete decks during bridge construction under the Flood Damage Emergency Reconstruction Project, Prey Veng 
province; Right: Road transportation financed under the Climate Change Investment Funds, Pursat Province opens up once-isolated 
areas.



Emerging Shifts in the Economy
Cambodia moves toward a market-based economy, greater decentralization, and opening 
of borders. There is an urgent need for human resource development, which is considered a 
priority sector by the government and ADB.

Left to right: Testing for food safety; Education and Vocational training education for inclusive growth; Students learning skills at 
Women’s Development Center; ADB President Takehiko Nakao visits students at Preah Kossomak Polytechnic.



Right: Map of the GMS, depicting economic corridors which run 
through Cambodia.

GMS Economic Corridors Take Shape
ADB and the Government of Cambodia agree on 
key priority sectors within the GMS Program, to 
complement tourism and garment manufacturing 
which have evolved as lead sectors in the fledgling 
economy. Emphasis was made on the need to 
comply with social and environmental safeguard 
requirements.



Embarking on New Opportunities

Left: Trade Facilitation at 
the Bavet Cross-border 
Facility.

ADB continues to deepen its commitment to the economic and social development of 
Cambodia through its assistance modalities across various sectors. 

2000 and beyond



20 Years of Reengagement

Above: Prime Minister Hun Sen greets then-ADB President Haruhiko Kuroda at the Peace Palace, Phnom Penh in 2012.

In 1992, the government acknowledged ADB’s commitment to the development of Cambodia 
in a ceremony to commemorate 20 years of ADB’s reengagement.



Right: Then-ADB President 
Kuroda meets Prime Minister Hun 
Sen at the ADB–Cambodia 20th 
Anniversary of Reengagement in 
2012.



Strategic Way Forward
ADB launches its new Country Partnership Strategy in 2014. It also introduces urban, rural, 
and regional linkages, human development, and public sector management as its core pillars, 
which align with the government’s National Strategic Development Plan for 2014–2018.

Left: Royal University of Phnom Penh introduces new curriculum on improved sanitary and phytosanitary handling, opened by then-
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) Ouk Rabun; Right: Cambodian officials from MAFF attend an event in Manila, 
the Philippines.



PRIORITY SECTORS
The importance of infrastructure (particularly transport) and agriculture 
sectors continue to bear relevance to Cambodia’s development today 
as it had been during the early stages of ADB’s reengagement. However, 
other key sectors contribute to the well-being of the people. These are 
also given utmost priority and therefore constitute critical sectors of ADB 
assistance, namely water supply and sanitation, education, and public sector 
management.



Clockwise from top left:  
Rail transportation 
facilitates movement 
of goods and people in 
large numbers; Highways 
and provincial and rural 
roads greatly improve 
connectivity; Bridge 
construction financed 
under the Flood Damage 
Emergency Reconstruction 
project at Srey Santou 
District, Kampong Cham; 
Power substation at 
Kampot province, financed 
under the Second Power 
Transmission project.

Infrastructure
Infrastructure serves as a public good that connects people and regions as well as a factor of 
production.



Left: Canal rehabilitation in Pursat province; Center: Water reservoir construction at Kampong Thom; Right: Protecting mangrove 
forest  under the biodiversity conservation corridor project, Koh Kong province.

Agriculture and Natural Resources
As Cambodia is predominantly an agricultural country, more effort is needed in increasing 
agricultural productivity and linking products with markets. ADB’s assistance in this sector 
includes irrigation, livelihood improvements for smallholder farmers, rural road development, 
and improving the agriculture value chain.



Left: Beneficiaries of the rural water 
supply and sanitation project, Siem 
Reap.

Water Supply and Sanitation
The importance of adequate and quality water supply and sanitation on welfare and 
productivity cannot be underestimated. A major challenge is that in rural areas, only half of 
the population have access to safe drinking water and fewer than 24% of the population have 
access to sanitation facilities.



Left: ADB supports greater enrollment and retention of girls at the secondary education level; Right: Students of upper secondary 
resource center funded under the Enhancing Education Quality Project.

Education
Education is the backbone of human development, providing the needed knowledge and skills 
for Cambodia’s development.



Left: Construction of District and Commune Offices Battambang commune office financed under the Public Financial 
Management Reform for Rural Development Ministries Project; Right: Improving performance of externally funded projects has 
been one of the efforts undertaken by ADB and other development partners to strengthen public sector performance.

Public Sector Management
ADB promotes accountability and good governance in its public sector management programs 
and projects.



THEMATIC AREAS
With heightened concerns on the need to improve project quality in 
line with international practices and at the same time add value to its 
investments, ADB sought to incorporate cross-cutting thematic areas
and mainstream these in its projects and programs. These include gender 
mainstreaming, climate change and adaptation, good governance, 
sustainable tourism, and public –private partnerships.



Above: Women working to apply a new dyeing technique, 
Women’s Development Center project, Kampong Chhnang; Right: 
Learning new weaving skills under the Improving Market Access 
for the Poor project, Kampong Thom. 

Promoting Women’s  
Economic Empowerment
Women play a critical role in the Cambodian 
economy, yet their contributions are not fully 
recognized. ADB supports improvement of women’s 
skills and empowering women.



Left: Left: Livelihood improvement for the Chong Kneas fishing village at the Tonle Sap; Right: Facilities constructed under the 
Improving Market Access for the Poor project. Both projects were funded through the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction.

Sustainable Tourism
As a major revenue sector, tourism has expanded beyond the confines of Angkor Wat to include 
Phnom Penh, the Tonle Sap Lake, the Cardamom mountains and the stretch of southern coast 
running from Koh Kong to Kep. ADB is assisting the government to develop a sustainable, 
inclusive tourism sector that reduces poverty and protects natural resources and culture.



Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
ADB is taking the lead in mitigating the causes and adapting to consequences of climate change, 
integrating climate change into planning and investment, and ensuring to continued economic 
growth and a sustainable future.

Floods (left) and drought (right) are occurring more frequently as a result of climate change. ADB therefore supports government 
efforts to build resilience through climate change adaptation and mitigation.



Left: Outreach activities are integral to agricultural and rural development projects; Right: Villagers benefit from the Rural Roads 
Improvement project.

Food Assistance and Emergency Reponse to Natural Disasters
ADB has provided emergency assistance to the poor in their struggle to cope with rising food and 
fuel prices, support safety net programs, and fully recover from devastating floods and other 
natural disasters.



Left: Beneficiaries of the cash-for-work program under the Humanitarian Assistance Project, Svay Rieng province; Right: Surfacing of 
laterite road in Prey Veng province.



Public–Private Partnerships
The private sector plays an important role in providing the much-needed infrastructure in 
Cambodia’s development. To realize this potential, it is imperative that government provides a 
conducive regulatory environment.

Left: Secretary of State 
Vongsey Vissoth chairs 
consultation workshop 
on  public–private 
partnerships.



EVENTS
The Cambodia Resident Mission closely collaborates with the Government 
of Cambodia, not only on strategies, programs, and projects, but also in 
building relationship and trust through various events.



High-Level Events

Clockwise from top left: ADB President Nakao meets with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen; ADB Vice-President Stephen Groff and 
Economy and Finance Minister Aun Pornmoniroth; Then-ADB 
Country Director Putu Kamayana with Prime Minister Hun Sen.



Above: Cambodia Prime Minister Hun Sen greets ADB President Nakao.



Meetings with Government Officials

Top: Country Director, Cambodia 
Resident Mission Samiuela 
Tukuafu on courtesy visit to 
Deputy Prime Minister Keat 
Chhon;  
 
Bottom left: Country Director, 
Cambodia Resident Mission 
Samiuela Tukuafu with Education, 
Youth and Sports Minister Hang 
Naron;  
 
Bottom right: Then-ADB Country 
Director, Cambodia Resident 
Mission Eric Sidgwick and 
Minister, Ministry of Economy 
and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth, 
at signing of the GMS Biodiversity 
Conservation Corridors project.



Consultations and Outreach

Clockwise from above: Cambodia Outlook Conference; Consultation meeting 
on joint country portfolio performance review; Workshop on public–private 
partnerships.



Visits and Missions

Clockwise from left: 
Then-ADB Vice 
President Laurence 
Greenwood II visits 
District Office in Siem 
Reap; Then-ADB 
Director General Kunio 
Senga visits Cambodia 
Resident Mission 
office; Vice-President 
Stephen Groff meets 
commune members in 
Siem Reap.



Clockwise from top: ADB President Nakao at Internal Robot 
Contest, Phnom Penh; ADB Deputy Director General, 
Southeast Asia Department Noriko Ogawa with Secretary 
of State Vongsey Vissoth at a high-level panel discussion 
on ADB–Cambodia partnership in Phnom Penh; Promoting 
seedings to farmers at a plant nursery built under the 
biodiversity conservation corridors project, Mondulkiri 
Province.



ADB Cambodia Resident Mission over the Years

Clockwise from top: First Cambodia 
Resident Mission office, established 
in 1997; Former office at Norodom 
Boulevard (2004); ADB President 
Nakao visits the Cambodia Resident 
Mission office at Suramarith Boulevard 
in 2014.



ADB Cambodia Resident Mission Events

Clockwise from top left: Cambodia Resident Mission staff retreat; Public lecture at Pannasastra University of Cambodia; ADB 
President Nakao visits the Cambodia Resident Mission; Singaporean students briefing on Cambodia’s economy.



ADB Country Directors over the Years

Top row (left to right):  
Urooj Malik (1999–2004); Sham 
Bajpai (2004–2006); Arjun 
Goswami (2006–2009); 

Bottom row (left to right):  
Putu Kamayana (2009–2012): Eric 
Sidgwick (2012–2015); Samiuela 
Tukuafu (2016–ongoing).



Asian Development Bank  
Cambodia Resident Mission  
No. 29, Suramarit Boulevard  

Sangkat Chaktomuk, Khan Daun Penh  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

Tel: +855 23 215805  
Fax: +855 23 215807  

www.adb.org/cambodia

About the Asian Development Bank 

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its developing member countries 
reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains 
home to a large share of the world’s poor. ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic 
growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main instruments for helping its 
developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical 
assistance. 
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