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PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP TIMELINE, 1966–2016

1966
Samoa joined ADB as the 

fi rst Pacifi c island developing 
member country.

1970
Fiji joined ADB.

1971
Papua New Guinea joined ADB. 

South Pacifi c Forum was 
established. 

1972
Tonga joined ADB.     

1979
Pacifi c Islands Forum Fisheries 

Agency was established. 

South Pacifi c Agricultural Survey 
1979: Pacifi c Agriculture, Choices and 

Constraints was published.

ADB approved its fi rst multiproject loan 
for Tonga ($1.2 million), a new type of 
loan to assist small island economies.

1980
Guidelines for ADB’s operations in the 
agriculture sector in the South Pacifi c 

were established. 

1990
The Marshall Islands and the Federated 
States of Micronesia joined ADB.

1991
Nauru joined ADB.

1993
Tuvalu joined ADB.

1994
The United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea came into force.

1995
ADB’s Offi  ce of Pacifi c Operations was 

established to enhance the country focus of 
its operations in the Pacifi c.

ADB’s fi rst regional strategy for Pacifi c 
operations—Policies and Programs for 

Sustainable Growth—was prepared.
  

ADB’s fi rst Pacifi c Island Economic 
Report—Human Resource Development: 

Small Pacifi c Island Countries—was 
published.

2002
Timor-Leste joined ADB.

2003
Palau joined ADB.

2004
The Pacifi c Subregional Offi  ce opened 
in Suva and the Pacifi c Liaison and 
Coordination Offi  ce opened in Sydney.

1997
The South Pacifi c Commission changed 

its name to the Pacifi c Community.

1998
The Special Mission in Papua New Guinea was 

established, became an extended mission in 
1999, and a resident mission in 2002. 

2000
The Special Liaison Offi  ce for East Timor was 
established, became Special Offi  ce in Timor-

Leste in 2003, and a resident mission in 2013. 

2008
Joint ADB and World Bank 

development coordination offi  ces 
in Samoa and Solomon Islands 

were established. The coordination 
offi  ce in Tonga 

followed in 2009.

2010
ADB’s regional strategy, Pacifi c Approach 

2010–2014, was prepared, and emphasized 
strengthened regional cooperation.

Joint ADB and World Bank  development 
coordination offi  ces in Kiribati, the Cook 

Islands, Palau, the Marshall Islands, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, and Vanuatu 

were established.

2015
Extended missions in Samoa, Solomon 

Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu were established.

2016
ADB’s new regional strategy, Pacifi c Approach 

2016–2020, focuses on reducing costs, 
managing risks, and enabling value creation.

ADB OFFICES IN THE PACIFIC
ADB has four fi eld offi  ces—the Pacifi c Liaison and Coordination Offi  ce (PLCO) in Sydney, Australia; the Pacifi c 
Subregional Offi  ce (SPSO) in Suva, Fiji; the PNG Resident Mission; and the Timor-Leste Resident Mission. The PLCO is 
responsible for Nauru, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu. The SPSO is responsible for the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, Tonga, 
and Tuvalu. ADB also has four extended missions and seven development coordination offi  ces supported by national experts 
who assist in coordinating with governments and other stakeholders, and in supervising operations.

ADB Extended Mission–Vanuatu
Level  5, Reserve Bank Building
Rue Emile Mercet 
P. O. Box 3221
Port Vila, Vanuatu
Tel +678 23610
Fax +678 22636

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION OFFICES

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Cook Islands
Ministry of Finance and Economic Management
P. O. Box 120
Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Tel +682 29521

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Kiribati
ADB-World Bank Liaison Offi  ce
P. O. Box 13, Bairiki
Tarawa, Kiribati
Tel +686 22040 / 22041
Fax +686 21902

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Marshall Islands
c/o The Marshall Islands Resort Hotel
P. O. Box 3279
Mieco Beach Front, Amata Kabua Blvd.
Majuro, MH 96960
Tel +692 6252525
Fax +692 6252500

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–
Federated States of Micronesia
P. O. Box PS-158
Palikir, Pohnpei 96941
Federated States of Micronesia
Tel +691 3202639
Fax +691 3202597

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Palau
2/F Room 201
PRA Professional Building
Koror, 96940 Palau

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Tuvalu
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
2nd Floor, Government Building
Vaiaku, Funafuti, Tuvalu
Tel +688 20408 

Pacifi c Liaison and Coordination Offi  ce
Level 20, 45 Clarence Street
Sydney, NSW Australia 2000
Tel +61 2 8270 9444
Fax +61 2 8270 9445

Pacifi c Subregional Offi  ce
Level  5, Ra Marama Building
91 Gordon Street
Private Mail Bag
Suva, Fiji
Tel +679 331 8101
Fax +679 331 8074

Papua New Guinea Resident Mission
Deloitte Tower, Level 13
P. O. Box 1992, Port Moresby
National Capital District
Papua New Guinea
Tel +675 3210400/0408
Fax +675 3210407

Timor-Leste Resident Mission
ADB Building, Rua Alferes Duarte Arbiro
Farol, Dili, Timor-Leste
Tel +670 3324801
Fax +670 3324132

EXTENDED MISSIONS

ADB Extended Mission–Samoa
Level  7, Central Bank Building 
Apia, Samoa
Tel +685 21900 / 34340
Fax +685 24228

ADB Extended Mission–Solomon Islands
Level 1, Heritage Park Commercial Building
Mendana Avenue
Honiara, Solomon Islands
Tel +677 23333

ADB Extended Mission–Tonga
Ministry of Finance and National Planning
First Floor, Royco Building
P. O. Box 87
Fatafehi Road
Nuku’alofa, Tonga
Tel +676 28290 / 28735

1966–1976 1977–1986 1987–1996 1997–2006 2007–2016

1973
Solomon Islands joined ADB.    

1974
Kiribati joined ADB.    

1976   
The Cook Islands joined ADB.

1981
Vanuatu joined ADB.

1982
The Secretariat of  
the Pacifi c Regional Environment 
Programme was established. 

1984
ADB’s South Pacifi c Regional Mission 
opened in Port Vila, Vanuatu. 

2005
The Pacifi c Plan for Strengthening 

Regional Cooperation and 
Integration was approved by the 

Pacifi c Islands Forum leaders.  

2009
Cairns Compact on 
Strengthening Development 
Coordination in the Pacifi c 
was signed at the Pacifi c 
Islands Forum Leaders 
Meeting. 
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This publication was prepared as a collaborative eff ort involving many staff  in the Asian Development Bank. Xianbin Yao, Director 
General, and James Lynch, Deputy Director General, Pacifi c Department, provided overall guidance and direction. Flor Asistin, 
Cecil Caparas, and Paul Curry managed a range of production activities. Consultants, Ophelia Iriberri and Graham Walter, 
provided valuable inputs and support.
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Photos by current and former staff  of the Pacifi c Department 

Years of Partnership

ADB in the Pacifi cADB in the Pacifi c



Stephen P. Groff 
Vice-President (Operations 2)
Asian Development Bank

This publication commemorates the 50th Anniversary 
of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) by highlighting 
how the partnership between ADB and its Pacifi c 
member countries has progressed over the past 50 
years. When ADB commenced operations in December 
1966, only one Pacifi c island country was a founding 
member: Samoa—then called Western Samoa. In the 
following decade, six more Pacifi c countries joined 
ADB: Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Solomon Islands, 
Kiribati, and the Cook Islands. Now there are 14 Pacifi c 
member countries, with Vanuatu, the Marshall Islands, 
the Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, and Tuvalu 
having joined in the second and third decades, Timor-
Leste in 2002, and Palau in 2003.

The population of the Pacifi c region in 1966 was about 
3.7 million and has grown to 11 million today. Gross 
domestic product in 1966 was about $200 per capita, 
while today it is over $2,500. Economic growth across 
the region, however, has generally been low and poverty 
reduction remains a challenge, especially outside urban 
areas. High costs and risks constrain many Pacifi c 
countries from achieving higher and more sustainable 
growth. Their small size and isolation increase the costs 
of providing services and doing business, and Pacifi c 
countries are extremely vulnerable due to their high 
exposure to climate change and natural disasters as well 
as the narrow base of their economies.

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PACIFIC

Our partnership over the 
past 50 years provides a 
solid foundation for all of 
us to continue building 
a better future for the 
region, and the people of 
the Pacifi c. 
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Given this context, many Pacifi c countries have achieved 
remarkable levels of development over the past 50 years. 
Human development indicators in a number of countries 
are high relative to their per capita incomes. Access to 
education, health, and water and sanitation services has 
improved signifi cantly across the region as a result of 
targeted development assistance, relatively high social 
spending, and the prevalence of informal social safety 
nets. Critical infrastructure in the transport, energy, and 
information and communication technology sectors has 
strengthened connectivity; improved access to basic 
services; and expanded linkages for trade, investment, 
and tourism across the Pacifi c.

ADB’s fi rst project in the Pacifi c was in 1969 with the 
approval of a $2.4 million loan to develop the Faleolo 
Airport in Samoa. Since then, ADB’s operations 
throughout the region have expanded considerably. In 
2016 alone, new operations totaled $850 million in loans, 
grants, technical assistance, and cofi nancing. Cumulative 
ADB operations in the Pacifi c total more than 
$5 billion, and the existing portfolio of approximately 
65 ongoing projects now exceeds $2.5 billion. ADB’s 
mainstay infrastructure programs will continue to 
focus on transport, renewable energy, information and 
communication technology, and urban development. 
Improving the business environment, reforming 
state-owned enterprises, and promoting private sector 
growth remain key initiatives, both at the country and 
regional levels.

The ADB Charter requires ADB to have a “special 
regard” for the needs of its smallest member countries. 
To respond to these needs, ADB’s Pacifi c Approach, 
2016–2020 includes a three-pronged strategy of 
helping Pacifi c countries to reduce costs, manage risks, 
and enable value creation. Given the vulnerability 
of Pacifi c countries to economic shocks and climate 
change, strengthening resilience is one of the foremost 
development challenges facing the region for years to 
come. Our partnership over the past 50 years provides a 
solid foundation for all of us to continue building a better 
future for the region, and the people of the Pacifi c. 
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ADB provided its fi rst loan in 
the Pacifi c to Samoa in 1969. 

This $2.4 million loan was for 
the development of the Faleolo 

Airport and the main connecting 
road. By the end of the second 
decade of operations in 1986, 

cumulative fi nancing (including 
loans and grants) had reached 

$455 million. By the end of 2016, 
cumulative fi nancing totaled 

more than $5 billion.

SECTORS
Population and GDP

In 1966, the region’s population was only about 4 million 
whereas today it has almost tripled to over 11 million.  Also, 
GDP per capita in 1966 was about $200, and today, it is a 
little over $2,500 in current terms.

50 YEARS OF  PARTNERSHIP

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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TIMOR-LESTE
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SOLOMON ISLANDS

REGIONAL
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

COOK ISLANDS

FEDERATED  STATES OF
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PALAU

TUVALU

NAURU $30 M
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ADB Financing, by 
Country, in the Pacifi c
(1966–2016)

>$5 B
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PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT
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COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

ADB Financing, by 
Sector, in the Pacifi c 
(1966–2016)

>$5 B

$62 M

$2,335 M

ADB’s initial operations focused 
on supporting development 

banks and agriculture and agro-
industries with some support 

to transport and energy. But 
over time the emphasis has 
shifted to transport, which 

comprises almost half of 
ADB’s lending. Over the last 

50 years, signifi cant progress 
has been made in the provision 

of transportation, power, and 
urban services, but many 

challenges still remain.

Regional Cooperation 
is Gaining Momentum 
The Framework for Pacifi c Regionalism, endorsed 
by Pacifi c Islands Forum Leaders in July 2014, 
reemphasizes the importance of regional cooperation 
in addressing development challenges across the 
Pacifi c. Recent advances in strengthening connectivity 
through information and communication technology 
(ICT) submarine cables, in expanding the University 
of the South Pacifi c, and in sustainably managing 
fi sheries and marine reserves are a few examples of 
how regional cooperation is achieving results in the 
Pacifi c. 

There is also a growing recognition that regional 
cooperation is needed to respond to the challenges 
facing Pacifi c DMCs in the areas of climate change and 
disaster risk management. The Framework for Resilient 
Development in the Pacifi c, endorsed by Pacifi c 
Leaders in 2016, is the world’s fi rst integrated regional 
framework to build resilience to climate change and 
disasters. 

ADB’s support for regional cooperation continues 
to grow and expand into new areas. The Pacifi c 
Renewable Energy Investment Facility is one example, 
along with new regional programs for disaster 
resilience, health, and urban development. Improving  
connectivity through transport and ICT will also 
remain core areas of ADB’s support for regional 
cooperation in the years to come.

Moving Forward with the 
Pacifi c Approach 2016–2020
The remoteness and fragility of Pacifi c island countries 
require cooperation among partners in order to 
fi nance projects, strengthen capacities, and achieve 
sustainable development results effi  ciently and 
eff ectively. The Pacifi c Approach provides strategic 
focus and direction to ADB’s operations in the Pacifi c 
by helping Pacifi c DMCs reduce costs, manage risks, 
and enable value creation.

Development Constraints and Progress

The small size and isolation of Pacifi c developing member countries 
(DMCs) increase the costs of providing services and doing business. 
Their high exposure to climate change and natural disasters, and 
their narrow economic bases make them extremely vulnerable to 
shocks. High costs and risks constrain these countries from achieving 
higher and more sustainable growth. However, relatively high social 
spending, supported by signifi cant development assistance, and the 
prevalence of informal social safety nets have enabled extensive 
access to education, health, and water and sanitation services, and 
most have high human development indicators relative to their 
per capita incomes. Substantial investment in transport, energy, 
and information and communication technology sectors have 
strengthened connectivity, improving access and opportunities for 
trade, investment, and tourism.

Clearing the fi eld for planting.

Beef cattle project, Samoa, 1971

Suva Port, Fiji, 2014

When the Asian Development Bank (ADB) commenced operations in December 1966, Samoa was the only 
Pacifi c member country. Today there are 14 Pacifi c members. Samoa was the only independent country in the 
Pacifi c at that time, all others were colonies, territories, or protected states. ADB membership increased to seven 
countries in the 1970s when Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Solomon Islands, Kiribati, and the Cook Islands all 
joined ADB. Vanuatu joined in 1981, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, and Tuvalu 
became members during the late 1990s. The newest Pacifi c member countries are Timor-Leste and Palau.
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Increasing Vulnerability to Climate Change 
The number of cyclones and the severity of damage have steadily increased over 
the past 50 years. There were just a few category 4 cyclones in the 1970s and 
1980s but 11 in the 1990s, including Cyclone Val that caused an estimated $330 
million damage and 16 deaths in Samoa and Tuvalu in 1991. Sixteen category 
4/5 cyclones caused substantial damage in the fi rst decade of 2000s, and a 
further 15 since 2010, including Cyclone Pam in 2015 which caused $330 million 
damage and 16 deaths in Vanuatu and neighboring countries, and Cyclone 
Winston in 2016 which caused damage of $1.4 billion and 50 deaths in Fiji.
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Flagship project
ADB assistance to Avatiu Port, which handles 90% of imports, started 
in 2005 with a $2.5 million Asian Development Fund loan to deepen 
the harbor and strengthen the breakwater. A further assistance of $20 
million (Asian Development Fund and ordinary capital resources) was 
provided in 2008, which included climate-proofi ng features for the port 
such as the ability to raise the height of the wharf as sea levels rise. The 
new port was launched in 2013. 

Other project support 
A $10 million loan was provided in 2009 for the Economic Recovery 
Support Program, which provided fi scal support following the global 
fi nancial crisis of 2007–2008, and a further loan of $6 million in 2012 
supporting higher public spending on rebuilding and rehabilitating 
social and economic infrastructure, assisting the most vulnerable 
communities, and improving public fi nancial management.

POPULATION:  19,500 
LAND AREA:  237 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $293.6 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Tourism 
JOINED ADB: 1976

Since the Cook Islands joined the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 1976, ADB’s 
operations have amounted to over $110 million in loans, grants, and technical assistance. 
ADB operations have helped the Cook Islands weather cyclones and fi scal crises, and 
contributed to stable economic and social infrastructure. The Cook Islands was the second 
Pacifi c developing member country to receive a multiproject loan in 1980, followed 2 years 
later by a loan supporting the Cook Islands Development Bank. A signifi cant intervention in 
the mid-1990s was support for an economic restructuring program when the country faced 
a fi scal crisis. 
Current operations focus on increasing the country’s share of energy supply from 
renewable energy sources, improving internet connectivity by escalating the effi  ciency of 
information and communication technology, strengthening resilience to natural disasters, 
and improving public sector eff ectiveness.  
ADB’s engagement with the Cook Islands has been marked by innovation. The multiproject 
loan provided to the Cook Islands in 1980 was a new instrument at the time, and a 
contingent line of credit approved in 2016 to provide liquidity after a disaster was the fi rst 
provided by ADB to any member. ADB is also working closely with the Cook Islands to 
mobilize signifi cant grant resources from global climate funds, especially to help them meet 
ambitious renewable energy targets.

COOK ISLANDS

Pearl farming

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 6 2.35 2.11
Education 3 3.35 3.01
Energy 5 23.46 21.07
Finance 7 6.54 5.87
Industry and trade 1 0.28 0.25
Public sector management 14 25.79 23.16
Transport 7 26.70 23.98
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 4 3.49 3.13
Multisector 10 19.39 17.41
Total 57 111.34 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Cook Islands. Manila.
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We can take four or fi ve people out at a time 
on a shared charter, mostly fi shing. Before, 
the port had only room for three boats, now 
there is a dozen. It is also much safer.

— Wayne Barclay, operator at Pacifi c Marine Charters

Looking forward
The Cook Islands remains vulnerable to natural disasters, notably 
cyclones, climate change, and economic risks. It is highly dependent on 
international tourism, but is a remote and relatively expensive destination 
that tends to suff er disproportionately during global economic downturns. 

ADB’s Renewable Energy Sector Project is supporting eff orts toward 
increasing power generation from renewable sources on all inhabited 
islands.  ADB has worked closely with the Cook Islands to mobilize grant 
resources from the Global Environment Facility and the Green Climate 
Fund to support renewable energy investments in the country.

The Cook Islands is actively developing  a submarine cable project 
in partnership with its Polynesian neighbors to improve internet 
accessibility and reduce transaction costs, and has sought fi nancing for 
this from ADB. 

As part of a broader disaster resilience strategy, ADB and the 
government developed a Disaster Resilience Program with a $10 million 
contingent credit line in 2016 that provides immediate liquidity in the 
aftermath of natural disasters. This is the fi rst contingent credit line 
provided by ADB to any of its members.
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Local handicrafts-making

COOK ISLANDS
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Flagship project
ADB has provided substantial support to the urban and water sector 
over the past 2 decades. ADB committed $47 million to the Suva–
Nausori Water Supply and Sewerage Project in 2003, with additional 
supplementary fi nancing of $23 million in 2009. This project, which 
closed in June 2014, expanded water supply and sewerage services to 
an estimated 330,000 people, corporatized urban water and sewerage 
services through the establishment of the Water Authority of Fiji, and 
upgraded the Waila and Tamavua water treatment plants and the Kinoya 
sewage treatment plant.

Other project support 
ADB has supported the development of Fiji’s road and maritime 
transport sector for over 25 years, committing over $220 million during 
this period. The Third Road Upgrading (Sector) Project ($67 million) 
rehabilitated approximately 170 kilometers of roads; upgraded a 
further 65 kilometers; and fi nanced a range of road safety investments, 
improving access for 13,000 people and helping reduce poverty from 
76% to 69% in the area. Institutional support included the establishment 
of the Fiji Road Authority as an independent agency responsible for 
contracting the private sector for road maintenance. ADB is building 

POPULATION:  894,000 
LAND AREA:  18,270 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $4,891 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Sugar and other 
agriculture products, tourism, and gold
JOINED ADB: 1970

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved $576 million in loans, grants, and 
technical assistance for Fiji since 1971, initially supporting the power sector (1972, 1978, and 
1981), the Fiji Development Bank (1973), the Suva Port (1979), agriculture (1984, 1986, 
and 1988), and road upgrading (1988, 1992, and 1997). Recent projects largely support 
infrastructure development in transport, water, and sanitation. ADB’s 2002 Fiji Ports 
Development Project aimed to extend the life of Suva’s port by 15 years, protect the port from 
earthquakes, and expand the capacity of Lautoka Port. Completed in late 2006, both ports 
are able to accommodate future growth in trade and are more resilient to natural disasters.
ADB is signifi cantly scaling up its engagement with Fiji since a new country partnership 
strategy was agreed in late 2014.  Since then, ADB has committed $200 million and 
mobilized $150 million in cofi nancing to assist the government in eff orts to improve roads, 
expand water supply, and respond to natural disasters.

FIJI

Water treatment plant in Suva
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 26 60.09 10.42
Energy 10 40.08 6.95
Finance 15 21.36 3.70
Industry and trade 1 0.38 0.07
Public sector management 18 58.23 10.10
Transport 29 247.43 42.91
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 12 148.34 25.73
Multisector 1 0.70 0.12
Total 112 576.60 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Fiji. Manila.
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on these successes with a new $100 million transport sector program, 
approved in 2014, designed to support the government’s eff orts to 
further improve transport links across Fiji.

ADB has consistently supported Fiji following natural disasters. This 
includes an Emergency Flood Recovery (Sector) Project (2009, loan 
of $17.6 million), $2 million in grant funds provided from the Asia 
Pacifi c Disaster Response Fund to assist following fl oods in 2012, and 
Emergency Assistance for Recovery from Tropical Cyclone Winston 
(2016, $50 million loan and $2 million grant). These investments helped 
the government restore economic and social activities in aff ected areas 
and supported more climate-resilient infrastructure.

Looking forward
Fiji has indicated interest in continuing ADB support to improve 
transport, energy, and water and other urban infrastructure and 
services. An Urban Water Supply and Wastewater Management Project, 
approved in 2016, will improve water supply and sanitation in the 
greater Suva area. As well as fi nancing from both ADB and the European 
Investment Bank, ADB was able to secure a grant of $31 million from the 
Green Climate Fund, making Fiji the fi rst Pacifi c country to receive such 
funding. ADB can also assist the government in its broader eff orts to 
improve public sector management and state-owned enterprises reform 
and privatization to underpin growth and improve service delivery.

This new road has been a blessing for us. 
In just 15 minutes, we can be at the township 
for treatment at the main hospital or to visit 
government offi  ces.

— Ratu Savenaca Bosenawainibuka, village chief 

School children 
drinking
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10 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP IN THE PACIFIC

Flagship project
ADB has worked closely with the governments of Australia and Kiribati, 
and the World Bank since 2010 in rehabilitating the South Tarawa road, 
initially built over 70 years ago. ADB provided an initial $12 million 
for the Kiribati Road Rehabilitation Project in 2010, with additional 
fi nancing totaling $11 million subsequently agreed to expand the length 
of roadworks that could be completed. The project—with a total cost 
equivalent to over one-fi fth of Kiribati’s annual income—was the largest 
and most transformative investment undertaken in Kiribati to date. This 
has signifi cantly improved access to services for almost 60,000 people 
on South Tarawa, cutting transport times from one end of the atoll to 
the other by about two-thirds. 

Other project support 
The South Tarawa Sanitation Improvement Sector Project (2011 
loan of $7.56 million and 2016 grant of $2.8 million), which ADB is 
implementing in conjunction with the Government of Australia, aims to 
enhance access to better sanitation infrastructure and services, thereby 
improving health standards. 

POPULATION:  115,800 
LAND AREA:  849 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $164.4 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Fisheries licenses
JOINED ADB: 1974

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) assistance to Kiribati has focused on improving the 
delivery of sustainable infrastructure and services, and also on public fi nancial management. 
The fi rst loan (1976, $1.75 million) assisted in the construction of the causeway between 
Betio and Bairiki, subsequent loans supported the rehabilitation of Betio shipyard and the 
power supply and distribution network in Tarawa, and strengthening the Development Bank 
of Kiribati. In 1998, a loan of $10.24 million was provided for the Sanitation, Public Health, 
and Environment Improvement Project which included the restructuring of the Public Utility 
Board. In more recent years, loans have been provided for road rehabilitation and further 
improvements in sanitation. 
Since 2010, ADB has committed over $36 million in Asian Development Fund resources to 
Kiribati, more than double what was provided in the 35 years since Kiribati joined ADB until 
2010. Operations are anticipated to increase further, with the introduction of base Asian 
Development Fund allocations of $6 million per year starting in 2017. Future assistance 
is likely to focus on the water sector, improving internet connectivity, developing outer 
islands, supporting institutional reforms and capacity building, and strengthening resilience 
against climate change. 

KIRIBATI

Women collecting water
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 8 2.09 2.43
Education 1 0.15 0.17
Energy 3 1.70 1.97
Finance 4 1.40 1.62
Health 1 0.58 0.67
Public sector management 16 13.54 15.72
Transport 10 26.74 31.06
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 11 39.68 46.09
Multisector 1 0.22 0.26
Total 55 86.08 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Kiribati. Manila.
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Improving public sector management is another 
key area of ADB assistance, helping strengthen 
institutions through public fi nancial management; 
putting in place good governance systems; and 
helping public offi  cials to develop and manage 
revenue sources, improve expenditure management, 
reform poorly performing state-owned enterprises, 
and increase private sector investments to promote 
economic growth.

Looking forward
Lack of clean water is the major cause of infant 
mortality and sickness in Kiribati. ADB’s future support 
will give priority to (i) new water supply, (ii) reducing 
system losses, (iii) expanding the current network to 
all villages on South Tarawa, and (iv) encouraging 
private sector involvement in building and 
maintenance. Refl ecting the cooperative approach 
to the Kiribati road, ADB will work closely with key 
partners to improve water supply, and is proposing to 
mobilize new and additional global climate resources 
to assist the country with this important investment. 
ADB is also proposing to work with partners to assist 

This project will provide smoother and safer 
travel to clinics, markets, and schools in Tarawa 
for almost half of my country’s population.

—Anote Tong, former President, 2003–2016
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Women fi shing

KIRIBATI

the government in its eff orts to improve service delivery 
for people on the remote outer islands, as well as improve 
internet connectivity. All assistance to Kiribati is currently 
provided as 100% grants.
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12 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP IN THE PACIFIC

Flagship project
The Ebeye Health and Infrastructure Project (1999, $9.25 million) 
is an example of assistance which was tailored to fi t the needs 
of the local population. The project focused on completing the 
unfi nished Ebeye Hospital (construction had halted in 1997), 
providing health outreach activities, and supporting institutional 
strengthening and critical policy reforms, such as the introduction 
of user fees. The project also adopted a holistic approach, 
upgrading the atoll’s water, sewerage, and power systems. 

Other project support 
ADB has also provided  loans in 2010 ($9.5 million) and 2012 
($5 million) to strengthen public policies and institutions in 
the country. 

POPULATION:  55,200 
LAND AREA:  81 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $179.8 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Fisheries licenses
JOINED ADB: 1990

The fi rst loan of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to the Marshall Islands was in 1991 
for a fi sheries development project ($6.95 million). Lending through the 1990s included 
projects in education, health, and water supply, whereas technical assistance focused 
on building the capacity of critical public institutions such as the Marshall Islands 
Development Bank, and agencies responsible for planning and statistics. ADB has 
provided substantial support for public sector reform in an eff ort to prepare the country 
for the scheduled gradual reduction in annual grants provided under the Compact of 
Free Association with the United States. 

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Treatment in a health-care facility in Ebeye

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 9 9.63 7.64
Education 5 15.55 12.34
Energy 4 2.85 2.26
Finance 3 1.18 0.94
Health 7 16.36 12.97
Industry and trade 2 0.85 0.68
Public sector management 26 49.30 39.11
Transport 5 8.77 6.95
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 7 19.55 15.51
Multisector 3 2.02 1.60
Total 71 126.05 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Marshall Islands. Manila.
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Everyone in 
town has heard 
about the 
project, and is 
excited about 
the prospect of 
having 24–hour 
access to safe 
water.

Looking forward
In 2015, ADB provided a grant of 
$5 million for the Ebeye Water Supply and 
Sanitation Project to increase access to 
safe water, improve sanitation, and connect 
all households to upgraded freshwater 
and sewerage systems. Over the coming 
years, ADB will build on this assistance to 
(i) support critical investments in water 
supply, sanitation, and energy to reduce 
the costs of services; (ii) help improve the 
quality of basic education; and (iii) improve 
public fi nancial management and reform to 
stimulate economic growth.

Everyo
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Use of safe water for 
the food industry

—A local resident of Ebeye

MARSHALL ISLANDS
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14 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP IN THE PACIFIC

Flagship project
The Yap Renewable Energy Development Project (2013, $9.04 million 
loan) is reducing the Yap State’s dependency on imported diesel 
through the development of renewable energy and the improvement of  
supply-side energy effi  ciency of the current electricity grid. The project 
also supports capacity development of the Yap power utility and local 
communities.

Other project support 
One of ADB’s most comprehensive and long-standing engagements has 
been through the Omnibus Infrastructure Development Project (2004, 
$19 million), which has provided support in all four states (Chuuk, 
Kosrae, Pohnpei, and Yap) to address sanitation, water, and power 
needs. Key achievements under the project include the introduction 
of a 24-hour power supply, substantial improvements in access to 
disinfected water on Weno Island (Chuuk), and the rehabilitation of the 
sewerage network in Kolonia (Pohnpei). 

The Quality Primary Education in the North Pacifi c regional technical 
assistance grant used an innovative new education tool—the Early 
Grade Learning Assessment—to boost literacy and numeracy 
development in the FSM and countries in the North Pacifi c.

POPULATION:  102,700 
LAND AREA:  702 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $323.5 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Fisheries licenses
JOINED ADB: 1990

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

Improving access to water 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has historically supported good governance in 
the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) with a focus on economic management and 
accountability, while also strengthening the institutions involved in the development 
process. Lending and technical assistance have included water supply and sanitation, and 
public sector reform. 
ADB’s current focus is on facilitating fi scal consolidation and boosting economic growth 
through support for public sector reform and the provision of basic infrastructure, 
primarily renewable energy. 

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 9 10.30 9.12
Education 2 0.75 0.66
Energy 5 10.21 9.04
Finance 3 0.69 0.61
Industry and trade 1 0.23 0.20
Public sector management 27 48.24 42.73
Transport 2 1.25 1.11
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 7 31.82 28.19
Multisector 3 9.42 8.34
Total 59 112.88 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Federated States of Micronesia. Manila.
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ADB has been helping improve land administration 
and management, through the Private Sector 
Development Initiative, so as to establish legal 
and transparent ownership. This included training 
courses for government employees on land 
management and registration and on technical 
issues, such as the use of global satellite positioning 
system.

Looking forward
ADB’s future development assistance in the FSM 
will focus on developing the private sector and 
achieving medium-term fi scal sustainability to 
ensure that suffi  cient resources are available as 
annual grants provided under the Compact of Free 
Association with the United States decline. ADB 
will also support the priorities identifi ed in the 
FSM’s Action Plan 2023, which serves as a road 
map to address fi scal and economic challenges 
in order to achieve more sustainable economic 
growth and development.

Upgrading electric power supply in Chuuk

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
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Land is something very sacred here. To be able to work 
freely, you have to know your boundaries. It stops a lot of 
quarreling. Now the surveyors can get the survey certifi ed 
and get it quickly logged into the government’s database.

—William Hawley, Kolonia Company LP Gas
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16 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP IN THE PACIFIC

Flagship project
The Electricity Supply, Security, and Sustainability Project was approved 
in 2014 with a $2 million grant from ADB and cofi nancing grants 
from Australia and the European Union for $7.4 million. The supply 
of electricity is unreliable and the cost of power generation is high 
due to the poor condition and ineffi  ciency of generators. The project 
is fi nancing the provision of two new fuel-effi  cient generators, and 
repairs to existing powerhouse infrastructure to improve the availability, 
reliability, and cost effi  ciency of electricity service delivery in Nauru. 

Other project support 
In 2012, ADB approved its fi rst grant to Nauru of $4 million for the 
Public Financial Management Reform Program. The program included 
focus on strengthening public fi nancial management, and improving 
the performance of SOEs and social services. In 2016, ADB approved a 
successor program for $3.9 million that helped to establish the new 
Nauru Trust Fund, which will promote greater fi scal sustainability. 
A Port Development Project is being designed under an ADB grant of 
$3 million (2015). The lack of proper port facilities is a major constraint to 
the movement of people and goods and contributes to very high prices of 
food, medical supplies, and other basic commodities. 

POPULATION:  11,400 
LAND AREA:  27  square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $116.2 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Phosphate exports, 
fees from regional asylum seekers processing center, 
fi sheries licenses
JOINED ADB: 1991

While a regional member since 1991, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) operations only 
commenced in 1995 when Nauru was classifi ed as a developing member country. Initially, 
advisory economic assistance was provided as the country faced a fi scal crisis as phosphate 
royalties declined and overseas investments lost value, leading to the Fiscal and Financial 
Reform Program loan of $5 million in 1998. ADB has continued to help strengthen public 
fi nancial management, raise the performance of state-owned enterprises (SOEs), improve 
service delivery, and address the considerable infrastructure needs.

NAURU

Port gantries exporting phosphate
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a,b,c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Energy 7 10.76 36.27
Finance 4 6.28 21.16
Public sector management 7 8.53 28.75
Transport 2 3.90 13.15
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 1 0.20 0.67

Total 21 29.67 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Nauru. Manila.



17
In 2014, Nauru formulated and approved its fi rst 
ever National Women’s Policy with ADB assistance. 
The policy promotes equal participation of women in 
government decision making and leadership, improved 
women’s health, equitable access to education, 
improved economic status of women, and the 
elimination of violence against women.

Looking forward
In recent years, the economy has benefi ted from the 
presence of a regional processing center for asylum 
seekers with related high earnings from visa and other 
fees, and strong revenue from the issuance of fi shing 
licenses. 

However, development challenges in Nauru remain 
signifi cant. Economic and fi scal sustainability is a 
major concern, with Nauru reliant on narrow and 
uncertain sources of revenue, and a very small private 
sector. Health indicators are poor, with rates of 
noncommunicable diseases among the highest in the 
world.

The central focus for ADB will be on building a 
new, modern, and resilient port facility to replace 
existing reliance on the mooring system. Renewable 

The National 
Women’s Policy 
refl ects equal 
rights and equal 
participation for 
women in all areas 
of life. I encourage 
women and men 
to work together 
to develop 
the policy. 

—Charmaine Scotty, 
 Minister for Home Aff airs

energy and improving internet accessibility through 
a submarine cable project will also be prioritized. 
ADB will also continue to focus on key reforms 
to strengthen fi scal sustainability and economic 
effi  ciency through policy-based programs and 
technical assistance, including in the areas of public 
fi nance, SOEs, and infrastructure management. 

Topside phosphate mining
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Flagship project
The Koror-Airai Sanitation Project (2013, $28.8 million) will 
signifi cantly improve the sewerage systems in Palau. Key project outputs 
are (i) eff ective, effi  cient, and sustainable sewage-collection systems in 
Koror and Airai through the construction of a sewerage network, which 
connects residential and commercial dwellings to a sewage treatment 
plant; (ii) construction of new disaster-proofed sewage-treatment 
plants in Koror and Airai; (iii) safe and hygienic public toilet facilities in 
Koror in major tourist precincts.

Other project support 
The North Pacifi c Regional Connectivity Investment Project will provide 
enhanced internet access at a lower cost by connecting Palau and 
Yap to the international cable hub at Guam by fi ber-optic submarine 
cable. The project is expected to fi nance (i) the construction of a 
300-kilometer spur to connect to the Southeast Asia–United States 
submarine cable; (ii) the effi  cient and eff ective operation of Belau 
Submarine Cable Corporation; and (iii) agreements on the rights, 
use, and maintenance of the cable between Belau Submarine Cable 
Corporation and Southeast Asia–United States parties.

POPULATION:  18,100 
LAND AREA:  508 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $289.9 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Tourism
JOINED ADB: 2003

Since Palau joined the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 2003, $73.80 million in loans, 
grants, and technical assistance has been provided for priority projects and capacity-
building support. ADB’s projects have included the development and management of water 
and sanitation services and strengthening internet connectivity. Technical assistance grants 
have been provided to improve budget management, achieve sustainable health fi nancing, 
and promote private sector development.

PALAU

Medical staff  in a hospital in Koror
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Health 2 0.60 0.81
Information and 
communication technology 2 25.00 33.88
Public sector management 2 1.50 2.03
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 7 46.70 63.28
Total 13 73.80 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Palau. Manila.
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Looking forward
ADB’s future assistance in Palau will continue to 
concentrate on improving public sector eff ectiveness 
and promoting private sector development. It will 
complement this assistance with support for key 
infrastructure investments that deliver economic
and social benefi ts. Technical support, provided 
through ADB country and regional programs, will 
continue to provide fl exible, responsive support for
Palau’s development goals. Regional activities will 
support reforms in public sector management, 
improve labor market outcomes, and provide advice
on economic policy and private sector development. 
ADB will continue to foster regional cooperation on 
access to renewable resources, improvements in
energy effi  ciency, and responses to the impacts of 
climate change. ADB will also work with Palau to 
increase public revenue collection as the country 
seeks to shift toward high-end tourism. 

Promoting ecotourism in Palau

Proper connectivity will allow us to deliver 
distance learning, online tutorials, and online 
courses. These things would really enhance 
the lives of staff  and students at the college.

—Patrick Tellei, President of Palau Community College 
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Flagship project
The Highlands Region Road Improvement Investment Program, a 
multitranche fi nancing facility, is  investing $750 million to improve 
1,400 kilometers of priority roads in four tranches by 2018, with a fi rst 
tranche of $100 million in 2008, second tranche of $109 million in 2013, 
and third tranche of $109 million provided in 2016. The upgraded roads 
have improved access to markets, ports, and livelihood opportunities for 
the people of the Highlands provinces.

Other project support 
ADB is supporting the  $640 million investment in upgrading the civil 
aviation safety under the Civil Aviation Development Investment 
Program, approved in 2009 with a loan of $480 million. The program 
targets sweeping improvements for all 21 national airports, which 
together serve more than 3 million people each year. Extensive upgrades 
of runways, airport service equipment, air navigation systems, and 
airport security will make civil aviation in PNG safer, more accessible, 
and more reliable. 

POPULATION:  8.5 million 
LAND AREA:  462,840 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $16,417.4 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Commodity exports: 
minerals, liquefi ed natural gas, oil, agriculture
JOINED ADB: 1971

Support of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to Papua New Guinea (PNG) has targeted 
infrastructure (roads, water supply, mini hydro, ports), and health with almost $2.5 million 
in loans, grants, and technical assistance approved since 1971. The fi rst loan to PNG 
was an Asian Development Fund loan of $4.5 million in 1971 to support the Papua New 
Guinea Development Bank on rural and agriculture development, followed in 1972 with 
a $9.8 million road project. More recent assistance has targeted health, water supply, 
education, public sector reform, and microfi nance, but the main emphasis has been on 
transport infrastructure, including Lae Port Development ($20 million in 1980 and $189 
million in 2007 with additional fi nancing in 2011) as well as road and aviation projects. The 
establishment of the PNG Resident Mission in 2003 helped ADB scale up its assistance 
and provide closer project supervision.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Photo caption
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Mount Hagen Airport in Western Highlands Province

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 42 199.43 8.00
Education 11 63.69 2.56
Energy 26 184.41 7.40
Finance 15 56.59 2.27
Health 33 209.48 8.40
Industry and trade 13 38.96 1.56
Public sector management 29 132.46 5.31
Transport 74 1,541.62 61.85
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 12 50.04 2.01
Multisector 3 16.00 0.64
Total 258 2,492.68 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Papua New Guinea. Manila.
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The Rural Primary Health Services Delivery Project, 
approved in 2011, is continuing ADB’s support to the 
National Department of Health in investing in primary 
health-care in rural areas to improve service delivery.  
Through cofi nancing by Australia and partnerships 
between provincial governments and nonstate health 
care providers, the project has begun to systematically 
rehabilitate rural primary health facilities.

The Microfi nance Expansion Project (2010, $13 
million and $2.85 million from Australia in 2015) 
supports a fi nancial literacy training program, which 
will deliver fi nancial education to more than 130,000 
people in some of the most remote and inaccessible 
areas of the country.

Looking forward
Looking ahead, with 40% of PNG’s population 
under the age of 15, productive employment 
is urgently needed for the growing number of 
young people. Climate change is another pressing 
concern, and there is an urgent need to safeguard 
and harness PNG’s rich resources to safeguard 
economic resources and improve the quality of life 
of its people; subsistence agriculture is the only 

source of livelihood for many households. ADB will 
continue its support to the health sector through 
policy interventions as well as investments in health 
systems. ADB’s country partnership strategy, 2016–
2020 aims to help PNG better manage its resource 
wealth to achieve more inclusive and environmentally 
sustainable economic growth.

Life is much easier for me and my family 
with the new road. We can walk on it 
with bare feet. It feels very smooth. 

—Wilson Kope, community  member of the 
Wongol Tribe of Mopa Village in the Southern Highlands

Life is
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Graduates of fi nancial literacy training
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Flagship project
ADB has been involved in the energy sector in Samoa since it joined 
ADB. The Power Sector Expansion Project (2007, $42 million), with 
support also from Australia and Japan, has helped to provide over half of 
the installed electricity-generating capacity in Samoa, as well as upgrade 
the distribution system to improve power supply and reliability for 
households.  Building on this success in the power sector, the Renewable 
Energy Development and Power Sector Rehabilitation Project (2013, 
$18.21 million) is rehabilitating small hydropower plants damaged by 
Cyclone Evan in 2012 and constructing small hydropower plants in two 
rural villages on Upolu and Savaii.  

POPULATION:  194,900 
LAND AREA:  2,842 square 
kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $786.1 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: 
Remittances, tourism
JOINED ADB: 1966

Samoa is a founding member of the Asian Development Bank (ADB).  Since 1966, ADB 
has committed almost $350 million in loans, grants, and technical assistance. ADB’s fi rst 
loan supported the development of the Faleolo Airport and Road (1969, $2.4 million). 
ADB has supported Samoa during natural and fi scal crises, providing support following 
major disasters such as Tropical Cyclone Val in 1991, the 2009 tsunami, and Cyclone 
Evan in 2012.  After the devastating 2009 tsunami, for instance, Samoa was the second 
country to benefi t from the newly established Asia Pacifi c Disaster Response Fund ($1 
million) and again following extensive damages caused by Cyclone Evan in December 
2012 ($0.5 million). Following the global food and fuel price shock in 2008 and the 
subsequent global slowdown, ADB moved quickly to provide policy-based support for 
Samoa and continues to provide fl exible fi nancing with other partners to support Samoa’s 
continuing reform eff orts.
Current operations focus on (i) improving the capacity of the power sector to provide 
sustainable and reliable electricity, (ii) supporting government policy to increase power 
generation from renewable sources, and (iii) strengthening the power sector’s resilience 
to future natural disasters. ADB is also helping to secure better access of vulnerable 
households to water sanitation, as well as improving internet connectivity, and facilitating 
e-health solutions. ADB and other development partners continue to support policy-based 
operations linked to the government’s public fi nancial management reform agenda.

SAMOA

Faleolo Airport in 1969

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 25 41.21 11.90
Education 10 34.79 10.04
Energy 33 104.85 30.28
Finance 16 26.12 7.54
Industry and trade 4 4.40 1.27
Information and 
communication technology 2 30.90 8.92
Public sector management 30 29.70 8.58
Transport 7 14.72 4.25
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 10 17.77 5.13
Multisector 8 41.86 12.09
Total 145 346.31 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Samoa. Manila.
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Other project support 
ADB approved its fi rst policy-based operation in 
response to the fi nancial crisis in 2008—the Economic 
Recovery Support Program (2010/11, $26.82 million). 
Since 2009, the government has partnered with 
ADB, the World Bank, Australia, and New Zealand in 
developing a joint policy action matrix; the European 
Union joined the initiative in 2014. The partners of the 
joint policy action matrix have provided support to the 
national budget, with ADB approving the Public Sector 
Financial Management Program (2013, $14 million), 
and the Fiscal Resilience Improvement Program (2016, 
$5 million). 

Looking forward
Through the Samoa Submarine Cable Project 
(2015, $25 million grant), ADB is working closely 
with the World Bank and other partners to improve 
internet access and reduce costs, a potentially 
transformative investment for a remote country 
like Samoa. ADB investments will also help 
to improve operations at the main Apia port.  

Apia Harbour in Samoa

SAMOA

Future ADB assistance in Samoa will focus on 
energy investments, upgrading ports facilities, 
investments in climate-resilient roads, and business 
development to create more jobs in the long term. 

Before, I could not cope with electricity bills and I get 
behind with payments. Now, I am free from debt and 
can see what I am spending. With Cash Power, 
I can use electricity wisely 
and can bring its cost down.

—Rouena Mulipola, seamstress in Apia
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Flagship project
The Sustainable Transport Infrastructure Improvement Program 
(2016, $21 million) promotes transport sector development, and 
provides funding to the National Transport Fund for transport 
infrastructure development maintenance and capacity-building 
support. This project, with cofi nancing from the Government of 
Australia, is ADB’s fi rst results-based program for the transport 
sector. Also in the transport sector, the Solomon Islands Second 
Road Improvement Project (2009, $15 million) rehabilitated 64 
kilometers of provincial and secondary roads, constructed 35 
major bridges and 50 new culverts, and resealed 60,000 square 
meters of Honiara’s main road. Climate change adaptation was a 
main feature, involving realignment of the fl ow of some rivers to 
allow them to pass directly under bridges. 

Other project support 
The Private Sector Development Initiative, with cofi nancing 
from the Government of Australia and the Government of 

POPULATION:  602,700 
LAND AREA:  28,400 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $1,066.4 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Log exports
JOINED ADB: 1973

The fi rst loan of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to Solomon Islands was the Beef 
Cattle Development Project (1976, $3.57 million), which imported beef cattle and 
supported the development of smallholder cattle farms, followed in 1977 by a loan for 
fi sheries development. A technical assistance was also provided to the Agriculture Loans 
Board. With a population widely dispersed over many islands, the transport sector has 
been a key development priority for ADB in Solomon Islands, initially focusing on roads and 
related infrastructure, and more recently maritime transport. ADB operations in Solomon 
Islands also include support for education, energy, private sector development, and public 
sector management.

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Interisland boat trip in Honiara

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 20 24.49 7.77
Education 2 0.75 0.24
Energy 13 33.16 10.52
Finance 7 5.29 1.68
Health 2 0.55 0.17
Industry and trade 2 0.12 0.04
Information and 
communication technology 2 18.00 5.71
Public sector management 26 48.51 15.39
Transport 35 145.45 46.15
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 3 1.82 0.58
Multisector 6 36.99 11.74
Total 118 315.13 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Solomon Islands. Manila.
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New Zealand, supports the 
enabling environment for private 
sector growth. 

In Solomon Islands, the program 
has targeted business law reform, 
including the development of 
electronic business registries, 
the economic empowerment 
of women, and reform of state-
owned enterprises.

Looking forward
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services is a 
new sector for ADB involvement, 
following a sector assessment 
undertaken in 2016. Solomon 
Islands will also be included 
in proposed new subregional 
projects, which support 
agribusiness fi nancing and 
sustainable tourism development.

Small business benefi ting from 1-day loan approval

SOLOMON ISLANDS

This project will 
soon connect our 
villages to the 
hospital and the 
market with new 
and all-weather 
roads and bridges.
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—Noelyn Masuraa, 
tribal elder in Makira Island
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POPULATION:  1.2 million 
LAND AREA:  15,007 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $1,514.2 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Petroleum exports
JOINED ADB: 2002

Situated in Southeast Asia, Timor-Leste is one of the newest members of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), joining in 2002, although ADB supported Timor-Leste’s 
development since 1999, 3 years before independence. At independence and during the 
period that followed, ADB funds were channeled through the multidonor Trust Fund for 
East Timor (TFET) and were used for emergency rehabilitation of infrastructure. ADB’s 
fi rst project in the country was the $29.8 million Emergency Infrastructure Rehabilitation 
Project. Financed by TFET, the project helped to repair damage to roads, port facilities, and 
electricity systems. The second TFET-funded project was the Water Supply and Sanitation 
Project, Phase I approved in July 2000 for $4.5 million. 
In December 2000, another TFET-funded project managed by ADB was approved with 
a $4 million grant for the Microfi nance Development Project. This project established 
Timor-Leste’s fi rst national fi nancial institution—the Institute of Microfi nance in Timor-
Leste. In 2011, the institute was transformed into the National Commercial Bank of Timor-
Leste with support from ADB. In 2016, it marked another milestone with the launch of its 
fi rst automated teller machines. 

TIMOR-LESTE

Flagship project
ADB’s support has evolved from emergency repairs and reconstruction 
to more transformative investments. ADB is the lead development 
partner in the road sector, and is currently providing a total of $317 
million of loan and grant fi nancing for rehabilitation of 287 kilometers 
of national and district roads. In 2005, the Road Sector Improvement 
Project provided a grant of $10 million. It was then followed in 2009 by 
another $46 million grant for the Road Network Development Project.
The Road Network Upgrading Sector Project (2012, $40 million; 2013, 
$50 million) received additional fi nancing in 2014 and 2015, totaling 
$88 million, while almost $50 million was provided in 2016 for the 
Dili–Baucau Highway. In the water sector, ADB has helped to repair and 
upgrade parts of the water system in the capital—Dili—and has funded 
the construction of new systems in two of Timor-Leste’s municipalities, 
Manatuto and Pante Makassar, under two water grants—Dili Urban 
Water Supply Sector (2007, $6 million) and District Capitals Water 
Supply (2011, $11 million). 

Queue at an automated teller machine in Baucau

Ti
m

or
-L

es
te

 R
es

id
en

t M
iss

io
n

CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 2 0.48 0.12
Education 3 13.50 3.51
Energy 3 1.63 0.42
Finance 5 1.80 0.47
Public sector management 18 9.71 2.52
Transport 21 317.15 82.42
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 8 22.74 5.91
Multisector 4 17.80 4.63
Total 64 384.80 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Timor-Leste. Manila.
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Mid-level 
skills training 
project

We feel we are doing something very 
important—helping our villages get good 
access to the major roads and towns.

—Adelina de Araujo, road worker  

We fee
import
access

Other project support 
ADB has helped to develop technical and vocational 
education and training systems and expand access 
to fi nance. The Mid-Level Skills Training Project 
(2011, $12 million grant) has helped to train 
teachers, develop curricula, and upgrade training 
centers in Dili and other municipalities. The project 
has helped to address skills gaps in growing sectors 
of the economy and encourage women to take on 
new employment roles.

In the fi nance sector, a new legal framework for 
secured transactions and insolvency is being put in 
place with technical assistance from ADB’s Private 
Sector Development Initiative. The initiative is 
also helping the Banco Central de Timor-Leste to 
strengthen banking supervision and regulation to 
ensure that fi nance sector risks are managed well.

Looking forward
Timor-Leste has made great progress since 
independence, but many development challenges 
remain. ADB’s country partnership strategy, 
2016–2020 is aligned with Timor-Leste’s Strategic 
Development Plan with an overarching goal to 

support the emergence of a sustainable nonoil 
economy that can support sustained improvements 
in living standards. Under the strategy, ADB will 
fi nance investments in infrastructure and education 
and provide knowledge to help Timor-Leste diversify 
its economy and improve public service delivery.

TIMOR-LESTE
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Flagship project
The Tonga–Fiji Submarine Cable Project (2011, $9.7 million; with 
cofi nancing of $17 million from the World Bank) has more than halved 
internet costs in Tonga as well as signifi cantly improving connectivity 
in this remote island nation, which had previously been reliant on high- 
cost satellite solutions. Discussions are under way with the government 
to use project savings to extend the cable to the outer islands of Ha’apai 
and Vava’u. 

Other project support 
ADB has increasingly balanced a growing investment portfolio with 
policy-based fi nancing to assist Tonga respond to the global food and 
fuel price shock in 2008 and subsequent economic slowdown.  Since 
2009, ADB has provided over $24 million in policy-based fi nancing to 
assist government-led reform eff orts.  This support has been coordinated 
very closely with key partners, including the World Bank, Australia, New 
Zealand, and, more recently, the European Union.  Actions undertaken 
as part of the government’s joint policy reform matrix have helped to 
restore public fi nances, reduce debt, channel resources to priority sectors, 
including maintenance of health and education spending at a time of 
fi scal consolidation; and accelerate the pace of business climate and 
reform of state-owned enterprises.

POPULATION:  103,300 
LAND AREA:  717 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $396.9 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Remittances
JOINED ADB: 1972

Support of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in Tonga covers a number of key economic 
sectors, including urban and water supply, renewable energy, road transport, information 
and communication technology, and climate resilience. Total commitments since 1972, 
when Tonga joined ADB, amount to about $180 million, with more than half of this 
provided in the last 8 years since 2008. From 2008, ADB mobilized over $7 million in 
technical assistance and $94 million in grants and cofi nancing. This refl ects Tonga’s needs 
following the global fi nancial crisis, as well as its relatively strong reform momentum. 

TONGA

Submarine cable landing
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 10 8.46 4.70
Energy 16 39.94 22.22
Finance 10 7.93 4.41
Industry and trade 7 2.39 1.33
Information and
communication technology 1 9.70 5.40
Public sector management 27 31.03 17.27
Transport 7 12.42 6.91
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 7 25.88 14.40
Multisector 11 41.99 23.36
Total 96 179.72 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Tonga. Manila.
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Following the January 2014 cyclone that aff ected 
the outer island group of Ha’apai, the Cyclone 
Ian Recovery Project (jointly fi nanced with the 
Government of New Zealand) rebuilt and climate- 
and disaster-proofed 2 high schools and 10 primary 
schools, upgraded staff  quarters with better water 
and sanitation services, and reconstructed over 45 
kilometers of power lines while restoring power to 
1,000 households. ADB is also working with Australia 
to provide greater renewable energy to the outer 
islands in Tonga, as well as to improve urban services 
in the capital of Nuku’alofa.

Looking forward
ADB’s future strategy for Tonga focuses on 
continuing eff orts to (i) help Tonga undertake 
reforms to strengthen long-term growth prospects, 
reduce high unit costs of key services, and improve 
service delivery; (ii) further increase the level of 
renewable energy in the generation mix; and 
(iii) improve transport sector infrastructure.

ADB anticipates further scaling up assistance to 
Tonga.  With increased base allocations that will 
especially benefi t the smallest member countries, 
ADB expects to commit over $60 million in Asian 

TONGA

Development Fund grants and concessional loans 
between 2017 and 2020. ADB will also work closely 
with Tonga to mobilize new and additional climate 
change resources, particularly for renewable energy, 
disaster resilience, as well as cofi nancing from 
partners. In total, ADB hopes the resources that can 
be leveraged for Tonga could exceed the internal 
resources that ADB can provide. 
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Using internet for 
small business 

For one and a half 
years after the cyclone, 
we conducted our 
school in a tent. Then 
we moved our kids 
to the new buildings, 
which are very safe 
and modern ones.
—Aliki Moavuka , school principal
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Flagship project
The transfer of people and goods in a safer and more effi  cient way 
between ship and shore is a major concern of the government. In 2016, 
ADB approved a $11.3 million Outer Island Maritime Infrastructure 
Project, which will improve the safety, effi  ciency, and sustainability of 
maritime transportation between Funafuti and eight outer islands. The 
project will construct a small-scale harbor in Nukulaelae, rehabilitate 
boat ramps in Nanumaga and Niutao, and improve operational capacity. 
ADB also hopes to work with other partners to extend the project to 
additional islands.

Other project support 
ADB grants in 2008, 2012, and 2015, totaling $7.6 million, helped 
mitigate the social and economic impacts of the 2007 global fi nancial 
crisis and strengthened Tuvalu’s fi scal sustainability against future 
shocks. In collaboration with the governments of Australia and New 
Zealand, and the World Bank, the comprehensive reform program, 
implemented through technical assistance and a coordinated program of 
budget support, is helping to ensure long-term macroeconomic stability 
and economic self-suffi  ciency for Tuvalu.

POPULATION:  11,400 
LAND AREA:  26 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $33.7 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Fishing licenses
JOINED ADB: 1993

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has committed a total of $35 million to Tuvalu since 
the country became a member in 1993.  Well over half of this has been committed in the 
past 3 years to support improved outer islands ports and broader government-led reform 
eff orts. ADB’s fi rst project in Tuvalu was the Island Development Program (1999, $4 
million). ADB also supported the Tuvalu Maritime Training Institute Project (2002 and 
2004, $3.8 million) to improve the education and skills of Tuvaluan seafarers, and expand 
their opportunities to work with major international shipping companies. 

TUVALU

Maritime training center
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 1 0.10 0.28
Education 5 4.52 12.85
Finance 1 0.10 0.28
Public sector management 15 16.91 48.13
Transport 7 13.05 37.14
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 2 0.46 1.31

Total 31 35.14 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Tuvalu. Manila.
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Afternoon inshore reef-fi shing catch

Looking forward
Tuvalu is one of ADB’s smallest 
and remotest member countries.  
The introduction of  base 
annual Asian Development 
Fund allocations of $3 million 
from January 2015, increasing 
to $6 million a year in 2017, 
has boosted ADB’s scope 
for investment opportunities 
in Tuvalu. Refl ecting the 
government’s priorities, ADB 
proposes to further expand the 
outer islands ports project, as 
well as work closely with the 
World Bank to explore options 
to improve internet connectivity. 
Given limited, although 
expanding, resources, ADB will 
continue to work very closely 
with other partners in Tuvalu.  

TUVALU

Transporting cargo is diffi  cult because there are no proper 
docking facilities in most of the outer islands. It is dangerous 
for the elderly, children, and people with disabilities. 
We look forward to the upgraded jetties being built.

 —Vete Sakaio, community member of Niutao
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Flagship project
The Interisland Shipping Support Project (2011, $11 million; 
supplemented in 2015 by $18 million) is improving the effi  ciency and 
eff ectiveness of interisland shipping services through the provision of an 
integrated package of assistance. It comprises two major components: 
(i) infrastructure investments in the capital of Port Vila and outer 
islands, and (ii) establishment of a shipping support scheme to catalyze 
the provision of services to remote noncommercial destinations. 

The Port Vila Urban Development Project (2011, $5 million) is 
improving road networks and drainage systems in greater Port Vila, 
and the disposal and treatment of domestic and commercial septic 
waste. Under the project, multipurpose, multiuser sanitation facilities—
including toilets, washing amenities, and bathing facilities in villages and 
the rural–urban hinterland—will be provided. The project also includes 
capacity development for government agencies and community 
organizations, covering awareness programs on sanitation, roads, 
drainage systems, hygiene, and health education.

Other project support 
In March 2015, Tropical Cyclone Pam, an extremely destructive 
category 5 cyclone, struck Vanuatu. ADB provided immediate support 
to the government, including the approval of grant fi nancing from the 
Asia Pacifi c Disaster Response Fund—Vanuatu Cyclone Pam Disaster 
Response Project. This was followed by the approval of two cyclone 
recovery projects for the reconstruction of the country’s roads and 

POPULATION:  283,900
LAND AREA:  12,190 square kilometers
GDP LEVEL: $769.6 million
MAIN  SOURCE OF INCOME: Tourism
JOINED ADB: 1981

Vanuatu joined the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 1981, and a year later, a loan 
was approved for the Development Bank of Vanuatu (1982, $1 million) to augment its 
foreign exchange resources to meet medium- and long-term credit requirements for 
development activities.

VANUATU

Paray domestic wharf
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CUMULATIVE LENDING, GRANT, AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPROVALS a, b, c

Sector No.

Total 
Amount

($ million)d %d

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 8 1.95 1.07
Education 4 5.58 3.07
Energy 2 0.90 0.50
Finance 13 10.03 5.52
Health 2 1.05 0.58
Industry and trade 2 0.18 0.10
Public sector management 23 27.15 14.93
Transport 24 115.45 63.48
Water and other urban 
infrastructure and services 5 13.71 7.54
Multisector 5 5.87 3.23
Total 88 181.87 100.00

Note: Data are as of 31 December 2016.
a  Grants and technical assistance include ADB-administered cofi nancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c  Using primary sector in reporting of approvals.
d  Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
Source: Asian Development Bank. 2017. Asian Development Bank Member
Fact Sheet: Vanuatu. Manila.
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schools—Cyclone Pam Road Reconstruction Project 
and Cyclone Pam School Reconstruction Project 
(2015, $13.61 million).  

Under a technical assistance through ADB’s Pacifi c 
Private Sector Development Initiative, support has 
been provided for the modernization of the Vanuatu 
commercial legal framework, the implementation of 
an electronic registry for personal property securities, 
and the introduction of an electronic company 
registry. Support has also been provided for policy 
and legislation for state-owned enterprises (SOEs), 
as well as strengthening the powers and capacity of 
the Ministry of Finance and Economic Management 
to oversee SOEs. A technical assistance has also 
supported the recent completion of Vanuatu’s new 
National Strategic Development Plan, Vanuatu 2030: 
The People’s Plan.

Looking forward
ADB will support economic reforms through policy-
based programs designed to help Vanuatu design 
and deliver policies for sustained and inclusive 
economic development. ADB’s Pacifi c Private 
Sector Development Initiative will continue to 
support eff orts to strengthen the business-enabling 

I did not have a lot 
of assets to show as 
collateral, but the 
National Bank of 
Vanuatu offi  cer had 
faith in my business 
and off ered me a 
small loan. Today, 
my store has 
diversifi ed into 
hardware, operates 
timber and rice 
mills, and a real 
estate business. 
—Harry Nikiau, a businessman  

in southern island of Tanna

environment, particularly through reforms of SOEs 
and competition policy. ADB support for urban 
development and transport will continue. A second 
phase of the existing Port Vila Urban Development 
Project is planned to serve the greater Port Vila area, 
as well as an urban development project for Luganville. 
Vanuatu will also be included in the proposed new 
subregional projects supporting agribusiness fi nancing 
and sustainable tourism development.

VANUATU
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Market day at Lenakel Market in Tanna Island
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PARTNERS IN THE PACIFIC
ADB’s strong partnerships with bilateral and multilateral agencies have become an increasingly prominent feature in the Pacifi c 
region. ADB projects and technical assistance programs, at both the country and regional levels, have benefi ted greatly through 
cofi nancing support from a number of bilateral and multilateral agencies, and regional organizations active in the Pacifi c.
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*The partners identifi ed here represent only some of the many agencies and organizations that have jointly supported ADB operations in the Pacifi c over the past fi ve decades.



PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP TIMELINE, 1966–2016

1966
Samoa joined ADB as the 

fi rst Pacifi c island developing 
member country.

1970
Fiji joined ADB.

1971
Papua New Guinea joined ADB. 

South Pacifi c Forum was 
established. 

1972
Tonga joined ADB.     

1979
Pacifi c Islands Forum Fisheries 

Agency was established. 

South Pacifi c Agricultural Survey 
1979: Pacifi c Agriculture, Choices and 

Constraints was published.

ADB approved its fi rst multiproject loan 
for Tonga ($1.2 million), a new type of 
loan to assist small island economies.

1980
Guidelines for ADB’s operations in the 
agriculture sector in the South Pacifi c 

were established. 

1990
The Marshall Islands and the Federated 
States of Micronesia joined ADB.

1991
Nauru joined ADB.

1993
Tuvalu joined ADB.

1994
The United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea came into force.

1995
ADB’s Offi  ce of Pacifi c Operations was 

established to enhance the country focus of 
its operations in the Pacifi c.

ADB’s fi rst regional strategy for Pacifi c 
operations—Policies and Programs for 

Sustainable Growth—was prepared.
  

ADB’s fi rst Pacifi c Island Economic 
Report—Human Resource Development: 

Small Pacifi c Island Countries—was 
published.

2002
Timor-Leste joined ADB.

2003
Palau joined ADB.

2004
The Pacifi c Subregional Offi  ce opened 
in Suva and the Pacifi c Liaison and 
Coordination Offi  ce opened in Sydney.

1997
The South Pacifi c Commission changed 

its name to the Pacifi c Community.

1998
The Special Mission in Papua New Guinea was 

established, became an extended mission in 
1999, and a resident mission in 2002. 

2000
The Special Liaison Offi  ce for East Timor was 
established, became Special Offi  ce in Timor-

Leste in 2003, and a resident mission in 2013. 

2008
Joint ADB and World Bank 

development coordination offi  ces 
in Samoa and Solomon Islands 

were established. The coordination 
offi  ce in Tonga 

followed in 2009.

2010
ADB’s regional strategy, Pacifi c Approach 

2010–2014, was prepared, and emphasized 
strengthened regional cooperation.

Joint ADB and World Bank  development 
coordination offi  ces in Kiribati, the Cook 

Islands, Palau, the Marshall Islands, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, and Vanuatu 

were established.

2015
Extended missions in Samoa, Solomon 

Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu were established.

2016
ADB’s new regional strategy, Pacifi c Approach 

2016–2020, focuses on reducing costs, 
managing risks, and enabling value creation.

ADB OFFICES IN THE PACIFIC
ADB has four fi eld offi  ces—the Pacifi c Liaison and Coordination Offi  ce (PLCO) in Sydney, Australia; the Pacifi c 
Subregional Offi  ce (SPSO) in Suva, Fiji; the PNG Resident Mission; and the Timor-Leste Resident Mission. The PLCO is 
responsible for Nauru, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu. The SPSO is responsible for the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, Tonga, 
and Tuvalu. ADB also has four extended missions and seven development coordination offi  ces supported by national experts 
who assist in coordinating with governments and other stakeholders, and in supervising operations.

ADB Extended Mission–Vanuatu
Level  5, Reserve Bank Building
Rue Emile Mercet 
P. O. Box 3221
Port Vila, Vanuatu
Tel +678 23610
Fax +678 22636

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION OFFICES

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Cook Islands
Ministry of Finance and Economic Management
P. O. Box 120
Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Tel +682 29521

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Kiribati
ADB-World Bank Liaison Offi  ce
P. O. Box 13, Bairiki
Tarawa, Kiribati
Tel +686 22040 / 22041
Fax +686 21902

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Marshall Islands
c/o The Marshall Islands Resort Hotel
P. O. Box 3279
Mieco Beach Front, Amata Kabua Blvd.
Majuro, MH 96960
Tel +692 6252525
Fax +692 6252500

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–
Federated States of Micronesia
P. O. Box PS-158
Palikir, Pohnpei 96941
Federated States of Micronesia
Tel +691 3202639
Fax +691 3202597

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Palau
2/F Room 201
PRA Professional Building
Koror, 96940 Palau

ADB Development Coordination Offi  ce–Tuvalu
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
2nd Floor, Government Building
Vaiaku, Funafuti, Tuvalu
Tel +688 20408 

Pacifi c Liaison and Coordination Offi  ce
Level 20, 45 Clarence Street
Sydney, NSW Australia 2000
Tel +61 2 8270 9444
Fax +61 2 8270 9445

Pacifi c Subregional Offi  ce
Level  5, Ra Marama Building
91 Gordon Street
Private Mail Bag
Suva, Fiji
Tel +679 331 8101
Fax +679 331 8074

Papua New Guinea Resident Mission
Deloitte Tower, Level 13
P. O. Box 1992, Port Moresby
National Capital District
Papua New Guinea
Tel +675 3210400/0408
Fax +675 3210407

Timor-Leste Resident Mission
ADB Building, Rua Alferes Duarte Arbiro
Farol, Dili, Timor-Leste
Tel +670 3324801
Fax +670 3324132

EXTENDED MISSIONS

ADB Extended Mission–Samoa
Level  7, Central Bank Building 
Apia, Samoa
Tel +685 21900 / 34340
Fax +685 24228

ADB Extended Mission–Solomon Islands
Level 1, Heritage Park Commercial Building
Mendana Avenue
Honiara, Solomon Islands
Tel +677 23333

ADB Extended Mission–Tonga
Ministry of Finance and National Planning
First Floor, Royco Building
P. O. Box 87
Fatafehi Road
Nuku’alofa, Tonga
Tel +676 28290 / 28735

1966–1976 1977–1986 1987–1996 1997–2006 2007–2016

1973
Solomon Islands joined ADB.    

1974
Kiribati joined ADB.    

1976   
The Cook Islands joined ADB.

1981
Vanuatu joined ADB.

1982
The Secretariat of  
the Pacifi c Regional Environment 
Programme was established. 

1984
ADB’s South Pacifi c Regional Mission 
opened in Port Vila, Vanuatu. 

2005
The Pacifi c Plan for Strengthening 

Regional Cooperation and 
Integration was approved by the 

Pacifi c Islands Forum leaders.  

2009
Cairns Compact on 
Strengthening Development 
Coordination in the Pacifi c 
was signed at the Pacifi c 
Islands Forum Leaders 
Meeting. 



50 Years of Partnership in the Pacifi c
This publication captures and refl ects upon the partnership between the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
and its Pacifi c developing member countries over the past 50 years. It has been produced to commemorate 
ADB’s 50th Anniversary and  features some of the key partnership achievements in the Pacifi c region since 
ADB commenced its operations in December 1966.

About the Asian Development Bank
ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacifi c region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its developing member 
countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their people. Despite the region’s many 
successes, it remains home to a large share of the world’s poor. ADB is committed to reducing poverty 
through inclusive economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main instruments for 
helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, 
and technical assistance. 
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