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About Us

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, 
while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 members— 
49 from the region. Its main instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, 
loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.  

Knowledge creation and sharing are integral to ADB’s work. Every year, we publish a wide range of studies, 
statistical reports, working papers, books, briefs, and awareness-raising materials. All our publications are 
available for digital download. Print copies are available from commercial distributors, key online retailers, 
and—in cases where there is an agreement—from copublishers. For more details, visit our website:  
www.adb.org/publications. 

www.adb.org/publications
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Featured Titles

Asia’s Journey to Prosperity
Policy, Market, and Technology Over 50 Years
This book presents an overview of Asia’s growth and transformation in the last 50 years and 
discusses key policy lessons that can be drawn from the region’s experiences. It summarizes 
underlying factors that can explain Asia’s development performance, as well as the large 
variations across the region and time periods. In particular, the book focuses on the role 
of policy, market, and technology in promoting structural transformation, human capital 
development, trade and investment, infrastructure, macroeconomic stability, poverty 
reduction, gender equality, environmental sustainability, development finance, and regional 
cooperation and integration.

   614 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292619787

$49.00

Navigating COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific
This book gathers analysis and ideas to help policy makers tackle the impacts of the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and build a more resilient and sustainable future. 
COVID-19 has unleashed unparalleled challenges, yet provides opportunities to rethink 
strategies to tackle inequality, socioeconomic vulnerability, and environmental issues.  
This book collects contributions from ADB staff and experts to help inform policy on 
diverse themes. These include tackling the economic fallout, supporting small and 
medium-sized enterprises, protecting the vulnerable, ensuring food security, and 
building resilient trade and supply chains. The authors highlight the importance of quality 
infrastructure, disaster risk management, digital acceleration, and regional cooperation in 
building back better together.

   258 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292623555

$31.00

Asian Development Outlook 2020 Update
Wellness in Worrying Times
As the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic continues to disrupt global economic 
activity, developing Asia’s gross domestic product is now expected to contract by 0.7%  
in 2020. Gross domestic product is projected to grow by 6.8% in 2021. This is the region’s 
first negative economic growth since the early 1960s. Softening demand and subdued 
food prices will keep inflation benign. The inflation forecast is revised down from 3.2% to 
2.9% for 2020 and maintained at 2.3% for 2021.

This report features a theme chapter, Wellness in Worrying Times, which discusses the 
importance of wellness as communities recover from COVID-19’s toll on physical and mental health. The chapter 
explains that wellness can be an engine of inclusive economic growth if the region leverages its rich wellness 
traditions, and appropriate policies are promoted by governments.

Published in September 2020, this report is an update to the Asian Development Outlook 2020: What Drives 
Innovation in Asia? report published in April 2020.

   270 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292623616

ISSN 1655-4809
$39.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
https://www.adb.org/publications/asias-journey-to-prosperity
https://www.adb.org/publications/asias-journey-to-prosperity
https://www.adb.org/publications/navigating-covid-19-asia-and-pacific
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-update
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-update
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/navigating-covid-19-asia-and-pacific
https://www.adb.org/publications/asias-journey-to-prosperity
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-update
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Asian Development Outlook 2020
What Drives Innovation in Asia?
The Asian Development Outlook series provides economic analysis and growth projections 
for 45 economies in Asia and the Pacific and also explores topical development issues of 
significance. 

This edition concludes that, excluding Asia’s high-income newly industrialized economies, 
growth will drop from 5.7% to 2.4% this year before recovering to 6.7% next year. Headline 
inflation accelerated in 2019 as food prices edged up but remained low by historical 
standards. Inflation will climb further to 3.2% in 2020, but declining food prices in the latter 
half of the year will set the stage for easing inflation in 2021. Downside risks to the outlook 
are severe, most notably from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). In these difficult 

times, when challenges to growth abound, innovation is critical to inclusive and environmentally sustainable growth. 
While some economies in developing Asia are near or at the global innovation frontier, many others lag behind.

This issue of the Asian Development Outlook includes a Special Topic: The Impact of the Coronavirus Outbreak— 
An Update.

   396 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292621551

ISSN 0117-0481
$50.00

Featured Titles

Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2020
This publication provides updated statistics on a comprehensive set of economic, 
financial, social, and environmental measures as well as select indicators for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The report covers the 49 regional members of 
ADB. It discusses trends in development progress and the challenges to inclusive and 
sustainable development that are likely to be amplified by the effects of the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic.

To put into practice the “leave no one behind” principle of the SDGs, the availability of 
more detailed and informative data is crucial. The report is accompanied by a special 
supplement, Mapping Poverty through Data Integration and Artificial Intelligence.  
This explores how poverty estimates can be enhanced by integrating household surveys 
and censuses with data extracted from satellite imagery to provide more detailed 
guidance for policy makers.

 330 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292623586

$44.00 

Mapping Poverty through Data Integration and Artificial Intelligence
A Special Supplement of the Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 
This special supplement to the Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2020 discusses how 
poverty estimates can be enhanced by integrating household surveys and censuses with 
data extracted from satellite imagery. 

As part of a special ADB knowledge initiative, computer vision techniques and 
machine-learning algorithms were applied on datasets from the Philippines and 
Thailand to demonstrate increased granularity of poverty estimation using artificial 
intelligence. The report identifies practical considerations and technical requirements 
for this novel approach to mapping the spatial distribution of poverty. It also outlines 
the investments required by national statistics offices to fully capitalize on the benefits 
of incorporating innovative data sources into conventional work programs.

   54 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020
ISBN 9789292623135

$22.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/series/asian-development-outlook
https://www.adb.org/publications/key-indicators-asia-and-pacific-2020
https://www.adb.org/publications/key-indicators-asia-and-pacific-2020
https://www.adb.org/publications/mapping-poverty-data-integration-ai
https://www.adb.org/publications/mapping-poverty-data-integration-ai
https://www.adb.org/publications/mapping-poverty-data-integration-ai
https://www.adb.org/publications/key-indicators-asia-and-pacific-2020
https://www.adb.org/publications/mapping-poverty-data-integration-ai
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
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Agriculture, Rural Development, and Food Security 

Climate-Smart Practices 
for Intensive Rice-Based 
Systems in Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, and Nepal
This publication presents 
the outcomes of initiatives 
promoting climate-smart 
agricultural practices and 
technologies in Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, and Nepal.  

It emphasizes learnings from a technical assistance 
project that aimed to (i) identify constraints on and 
support for scaling up water-saving mechanized 
technologies; (ii) demonstrate agricultural practices 
that can improve crop productivity, resilience, and 
adaptive capacity; and (iii) develop databases to 
capture survey, on-station, and participatory trial 
data. The publication is intended to aid succeeding 
efforts on bringing science-based and participatory 
solutions that can address the needs of rice-farming 
communities in the three countries. 

 70 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617622 

$23.00

Managing Nepal’s Dudh 
Koshi River System for a 
Fair and Sustainable Future
This report examines the 
opportunities for developing 
equitable and efficient means 
to manage water resources 
in the Dudh Koshi river 
system in Nepal. The report 
suggests economically and 

environmentally sustainable management considering 
challenges that involve climate change. The study 
proposes a strategic planning framework that 
covers the holistic, technical, economic, social, and 
environmental aspects of integrated water resources 
management and development of the river system. 
It also contributes to strategic planning from a basin-
wide perspective by supporting the design of the 
Dudh Koshi Storage Hydroelectric Project. 

 80 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292615505 

$24.00

Policies to Support 
Investment Requirements 
of Indonesia’s Food and 
Agriculture Development 
during 2020–2045
This report provides analysis 
and policy recommendations 
on the investments needed 
in Indonesia’s agriculture 
sector to boost food security 

and enhance economic development. Agriculture 
continues to play a vital role in Indonesia’s economic 
development. The sector contributes significantly 
to the country’s gross domestic product, provides 
jobs for nearly 30% of the workforce, and has the 
essential function of providing food security. The report 
assesses the country’s agricultural investments and 
policies, and evaluates the economy-wide impacts of 
alternative agricultural scenarios. The results show that 
Indonesia can virtually end hunger by 2030 with an 
appropriate mix of investments in agricultural research 
and development, irrigation expansion and water use 
efficiency, and rural infrastructure. The report makes 
key policy recommendations to support government 
efforts to mobilize these investments, which will also 
contribute to the country’s economic growth. 

 146 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617462 

$30.00

Ending Hunger in Asia 
and the Pacific by 2030
An Assessment of 
Investment Requirements 
in Agriculture
This report analyzes the 
impacts of agricultural 
challenges in Asia and the 
Pacific. It also identifies 
investments required in 

different subsectors to achieve food security in the 
region by 2030. About 518 million people in Asia and 
the Pacific suffered from hunger in 2017—1 million 
more than in the previous year. Farmers face challenges 
such as shrinking natural resources, degrading 
environments, and declining labor availability in 
addition to climate change and financial non-viability. 
The demand for food and nutrition is also increasing. 
With all this, more investment in agriculture is needed 
to accomplish Sustainable Development Goal 2—
ending hunger and malnutrition by 2030. In the report, 
findings presented were taken from the analysis of 
recent trends in food security, gross domestic product, 
and population growth as well as agricultural supply, 
demand, and trade. 

 156 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618308 

$30.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
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https://www.adb.org/publications/climate-smart-practices-rice-based-systems
https://www.adb.org/publications/climate-smart-practices-rice-based-systems
https://www.adb.org/publications/climate-smart-practices-rice-based-systems
https://www.adb.org/publications/climate-smart-practices-rice-based-systems
https://www.adb.org/publications/managing-nepal-dudh-koshi-river-system
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Agriculture, Rural Development, and Food Security 

Digital Technology 

Vegetable Production and Value Chains in Mongolia
This publication analyzes Mongolia’s market and value chain for vegetables, including 
aspects of climate-resilient smallholder production and access to promote self-
sufficiency and generate more income for vegetable growers. The Government of 
Mongolia has identified agriculture as a priority area for growth. Agriculture sector 
development is key to diversifying the economy, reducing the reliance on vegetable 
imports, reducing poverty, and improving nutrition in the country’s large rural population. 
In line with the government’s focus on accelerating economic diversification and job 
creation, this publication is intended to aid in informing donor support for Mongolia’s 
agricultural diversification agenda. 

 94 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623203 

$25.00

Information and Communication Technology for Agriculture in the People’s 
Republic of China
This report presents the findings of an assessment on the use of information and 
communication technology (ICT) to improve food production and distribution in 
the People’s Republic of China. The analysis focuses on e-commerce in rural areas of 
the country and provides policy recommendations to promote the use of ICT in the 
agricultural supply chain. The report documents the trends in ICT application by farmers 
and its impact on income and livelihood. It also identifies the major constraints to and 
enabling factors for such ICT applications. 

 80 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618261 

$24.00

Unlocking Innovation for Development
This report examines ADB’s Unlocking Innovation for Development technical assistance 
project and highlights lessons learned from activities and pilot projects it has funded. 
Under the project, ADB aims to strengthen the capacity of its developing member 
countries to solve development problems using innovative solutions—both existing and 
crowdsourced ideas. The project’s progress and cross-sector development achievements 
in 5 years since its implementation are presented in this report. 

 46 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620295 

$22.00

Innovate Indonesia
Unlocking Growth through Technological Transformation
This report explores policy options to facilitate Indonesia’s technological transformation 
and unlock its economic growth potential. New technologies present governments 
with opportunities and challenges in a range of key policy areas such as employment, 
competitiveness, equity, and sustainability. A consensus is that the national government 
can play an important role in stimulating innovation. 

 176 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620394 

$32.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
https://www.adb.org/publications/vegetable-production-value-chains-mongolia
https://www.adb.org/publications/vegetable-production-value-chains-mongolia
https://www.adb.org/publications/ict-technologies-agriculture-rural-china
https://www.adb.org/publications/ict-technologies-agriculture-rural-china
https://www.adb.org/publications/ict-technologies-agriculture-rural-china
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovation-development-action-update
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovation-development-action-update
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovate-indonesia
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovate-indonesia
https://www.adb.org/publications/innovate-indonesia
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Education

Bangladesh
Computer and Software 
Engineering Tertiary 
Education in 2018– 
Tracer Study
This tracer study tracks 
the employability of 1,216 
computer and software 
engineering graduates 
from nine universities in 

Bangladesh. It also assesses the accessibility, quality, 
and relevance of computer and software engineering 
university programs and identifies possible areas for 
improvement. The study provides useful evidence 
for policy interventions to enhance the country’s 
information technology and information technology-
enabled services industry, a key priority for the 
government under its Digital Bangladesh initiative. 

 68 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617288 

$23.00

Education and Skills 
Development under  
the CAREC Program
Scoping Study
This report examines how 
CAREC member countries 
can collaborate on education 
and skills development in 
the region toward 2030. The 
global employment and skills 

landscape is changing fast as fueled by the fourth 
industrial revolution. Investing in human development 
is essential to meet the needs of rapidly evolving 
competitive labor markets and achieve sustainable 
economic growth. Recognizing this, the CAREC 
Program’s 2030 strategy features human development 
as one of its five operational priorities and specifies 
education as a key area of focus. This report identifies 
important opportunities to harmonize education and 
skill standards, enhance student and worker mobility, 
strengthen labor market information and movement, 
and facilitate knowledge exchange. 

 52 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617486 

$20.00

Developing National 
Student Assessment 
Systems for Quality 
Education
Lessons from the  
Republic of Korea
This study highlights key 
lessons from student 
assessment in the Republic 

of Korea and discusses the assessment system’s role 
in the country’s progress in education. It explains how 
large-scale student assessment data has been used 
to inform and implement crucial policies to improve 
student learning and the overall education system. 
The report can help other countries develop and 
enhance their assessment systems to improve  
student learning. 

 50 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619503 

$22.00

Impact Evaluation 
Baseline Survey of School 
Dormitory Environment 
in Mongolia 
This report presents the 
impact evaluation of a grant 
project administered by 
the Asian Development 
Bank to improve the school 
dormitory environment for 

primary students in western Mongolia. It describes 
the methodology of the impact evaluation and 
discusses the findings of the baseline survey of 
dormitories, schools, and related circumstances 
during the school year 2016–2017. The survey also 
covered student attendance, levels of participation in 
studies and extracurricular activities, and grade test 
scores. Recommendations are provided for preparing 
an endline survey to measure impacts of the grant 
project in the school year 2020–2021.

 86 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619541 

$25.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
https://www.adb.org/publications/bangladesh-computer-engineering-education-2018
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Education

Viet Nam
Secondary Education 
Sector Assessment, 
Strategy and Road Map
This report provides an 
assessment of Viet Nam’s 
secondary education sector, 
including technical and 
vocational education training 
programs. The report reviews 

sector achievements and challenges as well as the 
Government of Viet Nam’s strategy and policies.  
It also outlines how the Asian Development Bank 
and other development partners have contributed to 
the sector. The report provides recommendations on 
measures to boost access to secondary education and 
to improve its overall quality and management.

 170 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620219 

$32.00

Viet Nam
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training 
Sector Assessment
This report examines how 
technical and vocational 
education and training 
(TVET) in Viet Nam can 
be improved to increase 
the country’s global 

competitiveness. Following three decades of 
sustained economic growth, in 2009, Viet Nam 
graduated to become a lower middle-class country. 
However, despite ample foreign direct investment, 
labor productivity remains low. Improved TVET 
will help boost labor productivity in Viet Nam by 
developing skilled workers that meet market demands. 
Recommendations in this report focus on reforms 
in the governance structure, organization, and 
management of TVET; effective teaching of the  
right skills; greater enterprise-based training and 
financial support; and more inclusive access to higher 
quality training.

 190 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292619930 

$33.00

Skills Gaps in Two 
Manufacturing 
Subsectors in Sri Lanka
Food and Beverages, and 
Electronics and Electricals
This study on Sri Lanka 
assesses the skills deficit 
in the food and beverages 
sector and the electronics and 
electricals sector. Persistent 

skills shortages have constrained new investments and 
economic growth in Sri Lanka. This study recommends 
supply-side responses to increase the quantity and 
quality of labor in these areas. Its recommendations 
include raising awareness among young people about 
the sectors’ employment potential, upgrading courses, 
providing professional development for instructors, 
and establishing collaborations between businesses 
and training institutes. 

 78 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292619107 

$24.00

Training Facility  
Norms and Standard 
Equipment Lists
Volume 2—Mechatronics 
Technology
This publication focuses on 
best practices in establishing 
facilities for mechatronics 
technology training programs. 
It provides information about 

design and implementation that meets industry 
standards to support better and faster reforms in 
technical and vocational education and training.

It is the second volume in the Training Facility 
Norms and Standard Equipment Lists series covering 
the strategic manufacturing trades (i) precision 
engineering or machining, (ii) mechatronics 
technology, (iii) mechanical technology, and  
(iv) electrical technology. The four volumes are 
designed for technical and vocational education and 
training practitioners as well as policy makers in  
related sectors. 

 66 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618285 

$23.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
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Energy

Carbon Dioxide-
Enhanced Oil Recovery  
in Indonesia
An Assessment of its Role 
in a Carbon Capture and 
Storage Pathway
This publication assesses 
the potential of carbon 
dioxide-enhanced oil recovery 

(CO2-EOR) technology to mitigate climate change in 
Indonesia. Although the technology was designed to 
rejuvenate oil production in mature oilfields, its value 
in permanently storing CO2 has recently attracted 
global interest. The publication concludes that 
CO2-EOR could provide a win-win for Indonesia by 
improving oil production while also helping to reduce 
the country’s rapidly rising greenhouse gas emissions. 
It proposes a pilot project as a critical first step to 
deploy the technology and provides insights on how 
to create a supportive regulatory environment and 
financial incentives. 

 56 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618902 

$22.00

Renewable Energy 
Financing Schemes  
for Indonesia
This report provides insights 
on how an Energy Resilience 
Fund can be established 
to boost renewable energy 
investments in Indonesia. 
Despite recent efforts by the 
Government of Indonesia 

to promote renewable energy investments, fossil 
fuels continue to account for around 90% of the 
national power generation mix. High financing costs 
and low power purchase agreement tariffs have been 
identified as major roadblocks for renewable energy 
investments in the country. This report examines 
how an Energy Resilience Fund can be designed to 
overcome the investment challenges by providing 
financial incentives for renewable energy developers. 
It makes recommendations for the fund’s scope, 
structure, institutional design, function, and operation. 
Potential funding sources are also assessed. 

 100 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618322 

$26.00

Review of the ADB  
Clean Energy Program
This review of the Clean 
Energy Program draws from 
hundreds of projects approved 
by ADB in 2008–2018, 
according to the indicators set 
out in the 2009 Energy Policy. 
A decade after the Clean 
Energy Program took form, the 

review determines how far the bank has gone toward 
achieving its targets vis-à-vis baseline data from 2005 
to 2007. It also explores what must to be done further 
in light of the new approach under ADB’s Strategy 
2030 and the global goals in mitigating climate change 
and promoting sustainable development. 

 84 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620653 

$25.00

Renewable Energy  
Tariffs and Incentives  
in Indonesia 
Review and 
Recommendations
This report proposes a 
renewable energy subsidy 
mechanism for Indonesia 
to close the gap between 
the costs of renewable and 

conventional power generation. It takes into account 
the additional economic benefits of renewable power 
and considers how the government can support 
its rapid deployment in the power sector. The 
report emphasizes the need for Indonesia to adopt 
international best practice for planning, procurement, 
contracting, and risk mitigation to reduce the financial 
costs of renewable energy development. To achieve 
this, implementation of the subsidy should be part of 
a broader inter-ministerial electricity policy reform 
program. 

 72 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623234 

$24.00
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Article 6 of the Paris 
Agreement
Drawing Lessons from the 
Joint Crediting Mechanism
This publication aims to 
provide insights into the Joint 
Crediting Mechanism initiated 
by the Government of Japan 
in line with negotiations 
on Article 6 of the Paris 

Agreement. Article 6 of the Paris Agreement lays the 
foundation for countries to use cooperative approaches 
in achieving and raising climate ambitions articulated 
in their respective nationally determined contributions. 
The Joint Crediting Mechanism demonstrates how 
bilateral cooperative approaches could be designed  
and implemented for fostering mitigation actions to  
the benefit of partnering countries. 

 74 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619008 

$24.00

Assessing the Enabling 
Environment for Disaster 
Risk Financing
A Country Diagnostics 
Toolkit
This diagnostics toolkit is 
designed to help countries 
assess the financial 
management of disaster 
risk and to provide a basis 

for them to enhance financial resilience through 
insurance and other risk transfer instruments. 
Disasters damage and destroy infrastructure and 
disrupt economic activities and services, potentially 
delaying long-term development and hampering 
efforts to reduce poverty in the region. Countries 
require a strong enabling environment for disaster 
risk financing to ensure the timely availability of 
post-disaster funding. In the report, the framework 
examines the state of the enabling environment 
and incorporates lessons from country diagnostics 
assessments for Fiji, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

 66 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622657 

$23.00

Country Integrated 
Diagnostic on 
Environment and Natural 
Resources for Nepal
This study aims to mainstream 
environmental protection, 
climate change mitigation,  
and disaster risk management 
in the Asian Development 
Bank’s country partnership 

strategy for Nepal in 2020–2024. It reviews the 
country’s environmental situation, institutional and 
legislative provisions, status toward achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals, and key challenges  
in creating environmentally sustainable, climate-friendly, 
disaster-resilient, and socially inclusive economic 
growth. Based on extensive stakeholder consultations 
and cause-and-effect analysis, the study recommends 
updating national and subnational environment policies 
and ensuring that national, provincial, and local levels 
of the new federal system are harmonized. Institutional 
strengthening and capacity building should also be 
conducted to improve environmental governance. 

 78 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621674 

$24.00

Environment, Climate Change,  
and Disaster Risk Management

Environment, Climate Change,  
and Disaster Risk Management

Solar District Heating  
in the People’s Republic 
of China 
Status and Development 
Potential
This publication discusses 
the development potential 
of solar district heating in 
the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC). It explores 

the significant potential of solar district heating to 
accelerate the integration of renewable energy into 
heating systems in the PRC. This will be important 
in promoting low-carbon cities and reducing urban 
air pollution. The study highlights that solar district 
heating (SDH) can provide high efficiency and 
reliability as well as environmental benefits. It finds 
that SDH has considerable market potential in the 
PRC and proposes practical ways forward. The study 
will also be of interest to other Asian countries that 
face similar challenges. 

 68 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292615208 

$23.00

Energy
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The Enabling Environment for Disaster Risk Financing in Nepal 
Country Diagnostics Assessment
This country diagnostic assessment seeks to strengthen financial preparedness for 
disasters in Nepal, focusing on insurance and other risk transfer instruments. It explores 
the current application of disaster risk financing solutions by the government, businesses, 
and individual households; related demand and supply constraints; and opportunities for 
improvement. The assessment forms one of a series of country diagnostics undertaken 
using a common methodology to determine the state of the enabling environment for 
disaster risk financing. 

 84 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617127 

$25.00

Environment, Climate Change, and Disaster Risk Management

Transforming Urban–Rural Water Linkages into High-Quality Investments
This publication describes and discusses the urban–rural water linkages (URWLs) approach 
to restoring river health in degraded environments. It emphasizes how the approach tackles 
issues relevant to land use, water withdrawal, and pollution. The URWL approach can 
be effectively embedded into the project design to maximize the benefits of investment 
projects, which are aimed at restoring degraded river environment and uplifting the 
livelihood of the people dependent on such ecosystem. In this regard, the publication makes 
a case for how it can be applied generally across ADB’s developing member countries. 

 68 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623319 

$23.00

Multihazard Risk Atlas of Maldives 

The Multihazard Risk Atlas of Maldives is composed 
of Geography—Volume I, Climate and Geophysical 
Hazards—Volume II, Economy and Demographics—
Volume III, Biodiversity—Volume IV, and Summary—
Volume V.

This atlas provides spatial information about Maldives 
and thematic maps necessary for assessing future development investments in terms of climate risks and 
geophysical hazards. It is also intended to support the formulation of cobeneficial options for climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management. The five-volume atlas is a major output of the 
project “Establishing a National Geospatial Database for Mainstreaming Climate Change Adaptation into 
Development Activities and Policies in Maldives” under the Asian Development Bank’s regional knowledge 
and support (capacity development) technical assistance Action on Climate Change in South Asia 
(2013–2018). 

Geography—Volume I
84 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620424 
$25.00

Biodiversity—Volume IV
116 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620516
$27.00

Climate and Geophysical 
Hazards—Volume II 
154 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620455
$30.00

Summary—Volume V 
106 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620547
$26.00

Economy and Demographics—
Volume III 
208 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620486
$34.00
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Finance Sector Development

Asia Bond Monitor–June 2020
This edition of the Asia Bond Monitor reviews developments in emerging East Asian 
local currency bond markets and discusses how the financial sector can help fund the 
fight against the coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Local currency bonds outstanding in 
emerging East Asian markets climbed to $16.3 trillion in the first quarter of 2020. Risks 
remain heavily tilted to the downside given uncertainty about the effects of COVID-19.

A section on the financial sector and COVID-19 discusses the use of pandemic bonds 
and social bonds to mobilize resources and of fintech to support inclusive growth and 
pandemic resilience. A chapter on financial architecture and innovation examines 
whether banks or equity and debt markets are more conducive to innovation. It finds that 
a market-based financial system is more conducive. 

 102 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622589

ISSN 2219-1518 
$26.00

Asia Bond Monitor–March 2020
This issue of the Asia Bond Monitor reveals that the COVID-19 pandemic and deepening 
global economic uncertainty are weighing heavily on local currency bond markets of 
emerging East Asian economies. Apart from emerging East Asia, government bond yields 
have also declined in major advanced economies and select European markets between 
31 December 2019 and 29 February 2020.

Local currency bonds outstanding in emerging East Asia totaled $16 trillion at the end of 
December 2019, up 2.4% from September 2019 and 12.5% higher than December 2018. 
Bond issuance in the region totaled $1.44 trillion in the fourth quarter of 2019, a 9.5% 
decline from the previous quarter. 

 72 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621520

ISSN 2219-1518 
$24.00

• Explore economic and social data from Asia and the Pacific
• Download hundreds of datasets in accessible and shareable formats
• See country dashboards, interactive graphics, and data stories

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
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Finance Sector Development

Asia Bond Monitor–November 2019
Emerging East Asia’s local currency bond market reached $15.2 trillion at the end of 
September 2019 on growth of 3.1% quarter-on-quarter and 13.0% year-on-year. Most 
emerging East Asian currencies strengthened against the US dollar between 31 August 
and 15 October.

The trade conflict between the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the United States 
(US) remains the primary downside risk. An economic slowdown in advanced economies 
as well as in the PRC also poses a risk to emerging East Asia. However, the monetary 
policy easing of central banks in advanced economies is benefiting the region’s financial 
environment.

The theme chapter of this issue of the Asia Bond Monitor investigates the effect of bond market development on 
the risk-taking decisions of banks. Using bank-level data from developing markets around the world, the analysis 
finds that a well-functioning capital market can contribute to the soundness of the banking sector: bond market 
development reduces banks’ risks and supports credit creation.

In addition, this issue examines the results of the AsianBondsOnline Annual Bond Market Liquidity Survey.  
It includes discussion boxes on PRC–US trade tensions and reform of the London Interbank Offered Rate.

 146 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618667

ISSN 2219-1518 
$30.00

Asia Bond Monitor–September 2019
Local currency bond markets in emerging East Asia expanded steadily during the 
second quarter of 2019 despite ongoing trade conflicts, an economic slowdown in the 
People’s Republic of China, and moderating global growth. At the end of June, there was 
$15.3 trillion in local currency bonds outstanding in the region, 3.5% more than at the 
end of March and 14.2% more than in June 2018. Bond issuance in emerging East Asia 
amounted to $1.6 trillion in the second quarter, 12.2% higher than in the first quarter.

In addition to market reports, this issue of the Asia Bond Monitor discusses the impact of 
the United States’ monetary policy uncertainty on emerging market currency rates as well 
as the growing importance of domestic capital markets. It also looks at the progress of 
global efforts to transition away from the use of the London Interbank Offered Rate, the 
widely used benchmark rate in global financial markets.

 100 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617349

ISSN 2219-1518 
$26.00
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Finance Sector Development

ASEAN+3 Bond  
Market Guide
Exchange Bond Market  
in the People’s Republic  
of China
This edition focuses on the 
exchange bond market in 
the People’s Republic of 
China, which is one of the 
country’s most important 

bond markets and one of only two that are accessible 
to foreign investment. The ASEAN+3 Bond Market 
Guide: Exchange Bond Market in the People’s Republic 
of China is an outcome of the strong support and 
kind contributions of ASEAN+3 Bond Market Forum 
members and experts, particularly those from the 
country. It is part of the ASEAN+3 Bond Market Guide 
series that provides country-specific information on 
the investment climate, rules, laws, opportunities, and 
characteristics of local bond markets in Asia and the 
Pacific. It aims to help bond market issuers, investors, 
and financial intermediaries understand the local 
context and encourage greater participation in the 
region’s rapidly developing bond markets. 

 178 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617004

ISSN 2616-4663 
$32.00

Strengthening Asia’s 
Financial Safety Net
This report examines how 
financing arrangements 
have evolved in Asia to help 
safeguard the region from 
financial crises. The 1997/1998 
Asian financial crisis and the 
2007/2008 global financial 
crisis highlighted the need for 

global and regional financial safety nets to safeguard 
financial stability and enhance resilience to future 
crises. Over the past decade, Asian economies 
have made progress in establishing financing 
arrangements to strengthen the region’s financial 
safety net. These arrangements have enhanced 
regional macroeconomic and financial surveillance, 
strengthened crisis management, and bolstered 
cooperation for financial stability and resilience.  
The report examines the evolution and the toolkits 
of regional financing arrangements and assesses the 
Asian Development Bank’s role in providing crisis 
response mechanisms through its policy-based 
lending facilities. 

 46 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619084

$22.00

The Inter-Bank Bond 
Market in the People’s 
Republic of China 
An ASEAN+3 Bond 
Market Guide
This edition focuses on the 
China Inter-Bank Bond 
Market (CIBM), which is 
the largest bond market 
segment in the People’s 

Republic of China. The CIBM is one of only two 
bond markets in the country that are accessible to 
foreign investment; the other being the Exchange 
Bond Market. The legal and regulatory frameworks, 
features, challenges, and opportunities for the CIBM 
are outlined here. This edition is part the ASEAN+3 
Bond Market Guide series that provides country-
specific information on the investment climate, rules, 
laws, opportunities, and characteristics of local bond 
markets in Asia and the Pacific. 

 224 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623418

ISSN 2616-4663
$36.00

The Bond Market in 
Hong Kong, China 
An ASEAN+3 Bond 
Market Guide Update
This publication provides 
updates on recent 
developments in the bond 
market in Hong Kong, China 
and highlights developments 
connected to the bond 

market of the People’s Republic of China. The report 
updates the earlier ASEAN+3 Bond Market Guide 2016: 
Hong Kong, China. It is part of the ASEAN+3 Bond 
Market Guide series, which provides information on 
the investment climate, rules, laws, opportunities, and 
characteristics of local bond markets in Asia and  
the Pacific.

 22 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623777

$20.00
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Gender and Development

Armenia Country Gender Assessment
This report examines Armenia’s progress in achieving gender equality in the government, 
economy, society, and culture. It analyzes gender issues in key sectors such as energy, 
transport, and urban development. Armenia has made steady improvements in gender 
equality over the years through a strategic focus on integrating gender concerns into 
operations of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in the country. This report also examines 
the challenges of mainstreaming gender equality and promoting women’s empowerment 
in ADB programs and projects. Developed in cooperation with the government and other 
partners, this country gender assessment identifies gender entry points to improve gender 
equality outcomes and ultimately intends to be a guide in developing and implementing 
policies, programs, and projects with a social and gender perspective. 

 100 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619527

$26.00

Azerbaijan Country Gender Assessment
This publication presents the results of an assessment of how Azerbaijan has steadily 
advanced gender equality outcomes while pursuing its goal to become a highly developed 
country. Gender equality goals are cited in the national development policies and 
economic strategies of Azerbaijan. The country gender assessment included interviews 
with women in the communities who shared their stories and insights on how projects 
of the Asian Development Bank and other social interventions have improved their lives. 
The results of the assessment call for a more strategic focus to integrate Azerbaijan’s 
gender concerns into programs and operations to ensure continued progress toward 
gender equality and women’s empowerment. 

 108 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619183

$26.00

Kyrgyz Republic Country Gender Assessment
This country gender assessment (CGA) provides a comprehensive, up-to-date gender 
analysis of key socioeconomic areas in the Kyrgyz Republic. It also reviews progress and 
identifies gaps in gender mainstreaming. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) initiates 
CGAs to map key gender equality issues, focusing on sectors supported by ADB funding. 
This is the second CGA for the Kyrgyz Republic, following the first one published in 2005. 
Providing key recommendations for future planning in different sectors, it can be of 
primary interest to development partners designing or undertaking projects in the Kyrgyz 
Republic and the Central Asia region.

 84 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619442

$25.00

Enhancing Women-Focused Investments in Climate and Disaster Resilience
This publication explores why investments targeted toward women are crucial to increase 
resilience to climate change and disasters and to achieve broader sustainable development. 
Such investments include human resource development, institutional strengthening, 
financial literacy, the promotion of women’s voice and representation, and learning and skills 
development. The publication explains why investments focused on women are necessary 
for climate resilience and identifies the key characteristics of such investments. It also 
discusses how a more supportive enabling environment can be developed. 

 42 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622114

$21.00
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Gender and Development

Women’s Time Use  
in Rural Tajikistan
Through time use surveys, this 
report breaks down the ways 
in which women contribute to 
the rural economy in Tajikistan 
through their paid and unpaid 
work. Gender equality is 
guaranteed in the legal and 
policy framework in Tajikistan, 
but its implementation faces 

challenges, especially in rural areas. Through time use 
surveys, this report breaks down the ways in which 
women contribute to the rural economy through 
their paid and unpaid work. Analyzing the impact of 
gendered roles in care and domestic work, as well as 
in work outside the household, this report calls for 
increased public investment to address welfare needs 
including in universally accessible, high-quality care 
services, and cash transfers to women. The report 
emphasizes the need to relax constraints on women’s 
time and improve their access to the labor market. 

 76 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622367 

$24.00

• Discover sustainable development solutions from ADB and partners
• Access resources from ADB events and capacity-building programs
• Connect and collaborate with experts from ADB and beyond

Gender in Infrastructure 
Lessons from Central and 
West Asia
This publication features 
projects promoting gender 
mainstreaming in the energy, 
transport, water supply and 
sanitation, and irrigation 
subsectors in Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, and 

Uzbekistan. Infrastructure projects may reinforce 
gender inequality if women’s needs are not recognized 
in project design. The Asian Development Bank 
actively promotes gender mainstreaming in its 
infrastructure projects in Central and West Asia. In 
the publication, project results illustrate how gender 
inclusion contributes to meeting the needs of all 
beneficiaries and creating opportunities for regional 
economic growth.

 44 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619169

$21.00

https://www.adb.org/publications
https://www.adb.org/publications/womens-time-use-rural-tajikistan
https://www.adb.org/publications/womens-time-use-rural-tajikistan
https://www.adb.org/publications/womens-time-use-rural-tajikistan
https://development.asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/gender-infrastructure-central-west-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/gender-infrastructure-central-west-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/gender-infrastructure-central-west-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/gender-infrastructure-central-west-asia


 15For more information on ADB publications, visit www.adb.org/publications

Governance and Public Management

2017 International 
Comparison Program  
for Asia and the Pacific
Purchasing Power Parities 
and Real Expenditures:  
A Summary Report
This publication provides 
estimates of purchasing 
power parities (PPPs) and real 

expenditures for 22 economies in Asia and the Pacific. 
These are summary regional results from the 2017 cycle 
of the International Comparison Program (ICP). The 
report provides estimates of PPPs, real expenditures 
for total and per capita gross domestic product and its 
component expenditures derived using PPPs, and price 
level indexes showing relative costs of living. The PPPs 
enable comparison in real terms across economies 
by removing the price level differences among them. 
The ICP is a worldwide statistical initiative under the 
auspices of the United Nations Statistical Commission. 
ADB is the regional implementing agency for the ICP in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

 114 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621995

$27.00

A Comparative Analysis 
of Tax Administration in 
Asia and the Pacific
2020 Edition
This publication provides 
information on revenue 
bodies in Asia and the 
Pacific to support efforts of 
developing member countries 
to strengthen their tax 

administration systems. Improved tax systems can 
help countries in the region generate the resources 
needed to implement the Sustainable Development 
Goals. In this publication, current tax administration 
practices of 34 economies are presented. It also 
includes an analysis of the administrative frameworks, 
practices, and performance of revenue bodies. The 
analysis was largely based on survey data gathered by 
the Asian Development Bank in collaboration with 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development and the International Monetary Fund. 

 278 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292618643

$40.00

Corporate Governance, 
Firm Profitability, and 
Share Valuation in  
the Philippines
This study examines 
73 publicly listed companies in 
the Philippines to determine 
the relationship between 
the quality of corporate 
governance practices and 

company performance. It concludes that as a 
company’s corporate governance practices improve, 
there is likely to be positive and significant impacts 
on its market capitalization, market valuation, and 
profitability. The study was jointly conducted by the 
Asian Development Bank, the Institute of Corporate 
Directors, and the University of Asia and the Pacific. 

 78 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616908

$24.00

Futures Thinking  
in Asia and the Pacific 
Why Foresight Matters  
for Policy Makers
This handbook shows how 
the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) piloted futures 
thinking and foresight to 
understand entry points to 
support transformational 

change and finance the future of Asia and the Pacific. 
Futures thinking and foresight is a powerful planning 
approach that can help the region meet economic, 
political, social, and environmental and climate 
change challenges. The publication compiles lessons 
from an ADB initiative to apply futures and foresight 
tools in Armenia, Cambodia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, 
the People’s Republic of China, the Philippines, and 
Timor-Leste. Futures terminology is introduced as 
are specific tools such as emerging issues analysis, 
scenario planning, and backcasting. It also describes 
how futures and foresight tools were applied in  
the countries. 

 108 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621810

$26.00
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Governance and 
Institutional Risks and 
Challenges in Nepal
This report identifies 
potential reforms that 
the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) could support 
to reduce governance 
vulnerabilities as Nepal 
transitions to a new federal 

system of government. With the adoption of its new 
constitution on 20 September 2015, Nepal became a 
federal democratic republic. Since then, the country’s 
transition from a unitary system of government 
to the new federal system has been ongoing and 
remains a challenging process. The report examines 
the evolving institutional arrangements, challenges, 
and governance risks for the sectors in which ADB 
operates. It also identifies potential reform measures 
that ADB could support to help address these 
governance risks. The report aims to contribute to the 
preparation of ADB’s 2020–2024 country partnership 
strategy for Nepal. 

 128 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618346

$28.00

Kyrgyz Republic 
Improving Growth Potential
This book presents an  
in-depth analysis of the sector 
reforms needed to enable the 
Kyrgyz Republic to achieve 
higher and more sustainable 
economic growth. The Kyrgyz 
Republic has overcome some 
complex challenges to having 

one of the most open economies in Central Asia. 
The country has improved its per capita income and 
living standards and is on the threshold of becoming 
a lower-middle-income economy. Looking ahead, 
the main challenge for the Kyrgyz Republic is to 
build on these successes to stimulate stronger, 
more broad-based economic growth. This book 
identifies the economic and governance reforms 
needed within key sectors to drive this growth. It 
provides policy suggestions to enhance the country’s 
trade, agriculture, tourism, finance, information and 
communication technology, energy, transport and 
logistics, and human capital.

 306 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617363

$33.00

Public Financial 
Management Systems – 
Myanmar 
Key Elements from a 
Financial Management 
Perspective
This report documents 
Myanmar’s financial 
management systems, 

covering primarily the areas of budgeting, funds flow, 
accounting and reporting, and auditing systems. 
It provides insights into the quality of internal 
control systems, staffing resource capacity, and 
information technology structure. The report aims 
to provide enhanced insights to stakeholders on 
financial management systems with the objective 
of improving the quality of financial management 
assessments during project preparation. High-quality 
financial management assessments support project 
implementation by identifying key fiduciary risks  
as well as appropriate actions and reforms to  
mitigate them.

 58 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622251

$22.00

Introduction to Small Area 
Estimation Techniques 
A Practical Guide for 
National Statistics Offices
This guide to small area 
estimation aims to help users 
compile more reliable granular 
or disaggregated data in cost-
effective ways. It explains small 
area estimation techniques 

with examples of how the easily accessible R analytical 
platform can be used to implement them, particularly 
to estimate indicators on poverty, employment, and 
health outcomes. The guide is intended for staff of 
national statistics offices and for other development 
practitioners. It aims to help them to develop and 
implement targeted socioeconomic policies to ensure 
that the vulnerable segments of societies are not left 
behind, and to monitor progress toward the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

 110 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622220

$27.00
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Uzbekistan 
Quality Job Creation as a 
Cornerstone for Sustainable 
Economic Growth
This book analyzes how 
Uzbekistan can boost sustainable 
economic growth to create more 
and better jobs. It considers how 
the country can consolidate 
achievements from recent policy 

reforms and maintain reform efforts to accelerate 
sustainable growth. Policy recommendations cover 
fostering macroeconomic stability, increasing 
investment in physical infrastructure, enhancing 
human capital, improving firms’ access to finance, and 
lowering barriers to international trade and foreign 
investment inflows.

 244 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621940

$30.00

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Health Sector Review 
Hospital Care
This publication presents 
a detailed review and 
assessment of the governance, 
infrastructure, and financing 
aspects of hospital care 
in Pakistan’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Province. Fast 

demographic growth, poor access to and utilization of 
health services, an underfunded public health system, 
and fragmented reform initiatives are among the key 
challenges in the province. The government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa commissioned the Asian Development 
Bank to conduct the review to aid the creation of a 
comprehensive strategy to guide investments and 
projects in the health sector.

 86 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617646

$25.00

Reforms, Opportunities, 
and Challenges for State-
Owned Enterprises
This book explores issues relating 
to the role and performance 
of state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) in Azerbaijan, Indonesia, 
Kazakhstan, the People’s Republic 
of China, and Viet Nam, with 
insights on evolving roles in the 

Republic of Korea. Each of the five developing member 
countries of ADB featured in this book provides 
a unique development context, but together they 
present a panoramic view of SOEs in the region. In the 
Republic of Korea, meanwhile, the evolving role of the 
public sector in various stages of SOE development is 
observed. The corporate governance framework is also 
highlighted in this book, as it posits that government 
agenda should focus on SOE reforms to promote the 
long-term productivity-induced growth that is essential 
to Asia’s transition to high-income status.

 368 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622824

$36.00

Health

Poverty and Social Development

Effective Approaches  
to Poverty Reduction 
Selected Cases from the 
Asian Development Bank
This report presents nine 
case studies on poverty 
reduction projects financed 
by ADB in Mongolia, Nepal, 
the People’s Republic of 
China, the Philippines, 

Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, and Viet Nam. The case 
studies highlight effective approaches to poverty 
reduction by (i) providing broader access to 
economic opportunities; (ii) promoting resilience, 
and (iii) empowering communities through improved 
governance. Stories about experiences gained from 
the successful implementation of projects serve as 
examples of how to develop and adopt better policies 
and practices toward eradicating poverty.

 60 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618728

$23.00
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Growing Old Before 
Becoming Rich 
Challenges of An Aging 
Population in Sri Lanka
This report discusses how 
Sri Lanka can prepare for 
the challenges of an aging 
population. By 2050, 
Sri Lanka will go through an 
unprecedented demographic 

transition into an aging population at a lower level of 
per capita income than other aging economies. This 
publication analyzes the living arrangements and 
incomes of the over-60s in Sri Lanka, and patterns 
and trends of aging. It identifies the challenges the 
country is likely to face and suggests how policy 
makers can tackle them.

 92 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619640

$25.00

The Social Protection 
Indicator for Asia 
Assessing Progress
This publication provides 
updates on Social Protection 
Indicators of 24 countries in 
Asia, with an analysis of 2015 
data on social protection 
programs. It shows progress in 
expenditure, primarily driven 

by social insurance and coverage between 2009 
and 2015. Spending on women has improved in 
several countries, yet others continued to favor the 
nonpoor over the poor, and men over women. The 
Social Protection Index—now the Social Protection 
Indicator—was developed by the Asian Development 
Bank and its partners as the first comprehensive and 
quantitative measure of social protection systems in 
Asia and the Pacific.

 120 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616700

$23.00

Living with Disability  
In Mongolia 
Progress Toward Inclusion
This report presents data 
about the current living 
conditions and challenges 
faced by persons with 
disabilities in Mongolia. Policy 
implications are identified 
based on the country’s Law on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The last decade 
has seen increased recognition of the rights of persons 
with disabilities (PWDs) in Mongolia and the rest of 
the world. Yet, there is a call to put these rights into 
practice. This report presents data and information 
about the current living conditions and challenges 
faced by persons with disabilities in Mongolia. It 
summarizes the latest findings from a five-year 
project of the Asian Development Bank and the 
Government of Mongolia aiming to address the need 
for community-based services and support for PWDs. 
Key policy implications are identified for the project, 
which builds on the Law on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities and covers the period 2018–2022.

 68 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619565

$22.00

Poverty and Social Development

The Social Protection 
Indicator for the Pacific 
Assessing Progress
This publication provides 
updates on social protection 
indicators for 13 Pacific 
developing member countries of 
the Asian Development Bank. It 
presents an analysis of 2015 data 
on social protection programs, 

particularly the substantial progress in expenditure 
and benefit size between 2009 and 2015. Yet, 
spending favored the nonpoor over the poor, and the 
gap in spending on men and on women widened. The 
Social Protection Index—now the Social Protection 
Indicator—was developed by ADB and its partners as 
the first comprehensive and quantitative measure of 
social protection systems in Asia and the Pacific.

 104 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616687

$23.00
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Aid for Trade in Asia  
and the Pacific 
Promoting Economic 
Diversification and 
Empowerment
This publication explores 
how international trade 
is promoting economic 
empowerment through 
the increased participation 

of women and micro, small, and medium-sized 
enterprises. It highlights the roles of services and digital 
connectivity in facilitating diversification and inclusive 
economic transformation. The report examines recent 
trends in aid for trade in Asia and the Pacific and how it 
can do more to boost inclusive growth.

 118 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616649

$27.00

Agriculture Development 
in the Central Asia 
Regional Economic 
Cooperation Program 
Member Countries 
Review of Trends, 
Challenges, and 
Opportunities
This report takes a 

comprehensive look at agricultural and food systems 
in member countries of the Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Program. The 
CAREC region covers Central Asia, the South 
Caucasus, Mongolia, and the People’s Republic 
of China. Agriculture in the region has undergone 
extensive country-specific policy, institutional, and 
structural changes. These have led to wide disparities 
in agricultural policy and levels of growth and 
development, which have adversely affected the region’s 
global trade performance. The report recommends 
strategies to promote diversification and harmonization 
of cross-border customs and logistics procedures to 
revitalize agriculture in the CAREC region.

 128 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619749

$28.00

Almaty–Bishkek 
Economic Corridor 
Tourism Master Plan
This tourism master plan 
provides a framework for 
developing the Almaty–
Bishkek Economic Corridor 
(ABEC) into an international-
quality destination. In Central 
West Asia, the area between 

Almaty in Kazakhstan and Bishkek in the Kyrgyz 
Republic is home to exceptional heritage and a wealth 
of cultural and natural assets. The tourism potential 
is immense, but remains largely untapped. This plan 
identifies key tourism investment priorities such 
as developing ski resorts along the mountain range 
between Almaty and Issyk-Kul and linking these winter 
sport facilities with summer tourism opportunities. It 
also proposes transport infrastructure improvements, 
including enhancing Almaty International Airport as 
the major gateway to the region.

 40 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619060

$21.00

Regional Cooperation and Integration

An Evolving ASEAN 
Vision and Reality
This publication explores the 
progress of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) in achieving its 
economic integration agenda. The 
formation of ASEAN in 1967 was 
originally driven by political and 
security concerns. In the decades 

that followed, ASEAN’s scope evolved to include 
an ambitious and progressive economic agenda. In 
December 2015, the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC) was formally launched. Although AEC has 
enjoyed some notable successes, its vision of economic 
integration has yet to be fully realized. The publication 
reviews the evolution of ASEAN economic integration 
and assesses the major achievements. It also examines 
the challenges that have emerged during the past 
decade and provides recommendations on how to 
overcome them.

 198 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616946

$28.00
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Regional Cooperation and Integration

ASEAN+3 Multi-
Currency Bond Issuance 
Framework 
Implementation Guidelines 
for the Philippines
These guidelines explain the 
ASEAN+3 Multi-Currency 
Bond Issuance Framework 
(AMBIF) and relate AMBIF 
Elements to the corresponding 

features of the professional Philippines bond market. 
The guidelines highlight market characteristics that 
are significant for issuers and investors and reviews the 
regulatory processes required for issuing different types 
of debt securities. The guidelines are an output of the 
ASEAN+3 Bond Market Forum and were developed 
to enable bond issuers and their service providers to 
pursue further issuances under AMBIF with greater 
ease and certainty.

 46 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292620028

$22.00

Asian Economic 
Integration Report 
2019/2020 
Demographic Change, 
Productivity, and the Role 
of Technology
This report reviews economic 
cooperation and integration 
in Asia and the Pacific and 

looks at how technology could boost productivity in 
aging economies. This publication examines trade 
and global value chains, cross-border investment, 
financial integration, the movement of people, and 
subregional cooperation. The theme chapter of this 
year’s report explores the potential of technology to 
boost productivity in aging economies. It discusses how 
countries can promote and adopt innovations to turn 
demographic challenges into opportunities. The report 
covers the 49 member countries of ADB in Asia and 
the Pacific.

 246 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618568

$38.00

Borders without Barriers 
Facilitating Trade in SASEC 
Countries
This book presents an analysis of 
the state of trade facilitation in 
member countries of the South 
Asia Subregional Economic 
Cooperation (SASEC) program. 
It includes country-level studies 
and identifies four common 

trade facilitation priorities among SASEC countries: 
(i) implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
and other international conventions; (ii) logistics and 
infrastructure development, and related regulatory 
reforms; (iii) coordinated border management; and  
(iv) institutions and capacity building.

 344 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618681

$45.00

Asia-Pacific Trade 
Facilitation Report 2019 
Bridging Trade Finance 
Gaps through Technology
The report reviews trade 
facilitation progress in Asia 
and the Pacific and explores 
how technology can help 
bridge trade finance gaps. 
Trade facilitation initiatives 

can make an important contribution to economic 
growth and poverty reduction by lowering trade costs 
and increasing trade flows. This report reviews trade 
facilitation progress in the region, including recent 
trends in paperless trade and transit facilitation and 
the impact of trade facilitation initiatives on trade 
costs. It also features a special chapter on how 
trade finance gaps—especially prevalent for small 
and medium-sized enterprises—can be bridged by 
technology, and the supporting policies and actions 
required to make this happen.

 102 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617301

$26.00
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Regional Cooperation and Integration

Maritime Cooperation  
in SASEC 
South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation
This report explores how 
South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) countries 
can enhance maritime 
cooperation to boost 

international trade. Most SASEC countries rely on 
maritime transport for their international trade and 
stronger maritime links are crucial for the subregion to 
achieve its economic growth potential. For example, 
improved ports and port access will create better 
connectivity with Southeast Asia, one of the world’s 
fastest growing economic regions. However, enhanced 
cooperation among the seven SASEC countries is 
essential to strengthen maritime links. This report 
provides an overview of the SASEC maritime sector, 
identifies the key challenges, and identifies priority 
collaboration initiatives to overcome them.

 108 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617202

$26.00

CAREC Energy  
Strategy 2030 
Common Borders. 
Common Solutions. 
Common Energy Future
This new energy strategy for 
the Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC) program aims to 
achieve a reliable, sustainable, 

resilient and reformed energy market by 2030. It 
discusses how the 11 CAREC countries can improve 
regional energy connectivity and implement priority 
reforms to scale up investments and promote green 
energy. It also proposes measures to empower women 
in the energy sector and build knowledge through new 
institutional partnerships.

 48 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292618582

$22.00

CAREC Transport 
Strategy 2030
The Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC) Transport Strategy 
2030 builds on progress made 
and lessons learned from the 
CAREC Transport and Trade 
Facilitation Strategy 2020. It 
separates trade facilitation 

from transport and links to the overall CAREC 2030 
program in the areas of enhanced connectivity and 
sustainability. This strategy underscores increasing 
sustainability and network quality alongside continued 
construction and rehabilitation of transport corridors, 
and places more emphasis on multimodal connectivity, 
road asset management, road safety, and performance-
based maintenance goals. The CAREC Transport Strategy 
2030 will be implemented in conjunction with the CAREC 
Integrated Trade Agenda 2030.

 48 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292619992

$22.00

Enhanced Cooperation 
and Integration between 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste 
Scoping Study
This report explores the 
challenges and opportunities 
for enhancing cross-border 
cooperation and integration 
between Indonesia and Timor-
Leste. This report recommends 

how Indonesia and Timor-Leste can enhance cross-
border cooperation and integration to help boost 
economic growth and reduce poverty. It focuses on 
opportunities in the tourism and livestock sectors and 
reviews transport connectivity, trade, and the business 
and investment climate. The report was undertaken 
at the request of the governments of Indonesia and 
Timor-Leste and involved extensive consultations with 
government, the private sector, and civil society.

 284 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616724

$41.00
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Regional Cooperation and Integration

Next Steps for ASEAN+3 Central Securities Depository and Real-Time 
Gross Settlement Linkages 
A Progress Report of the Cross-Border Settlement Infrastructure Forum
This report provides an update on progress toward the establishment of a regional 
settlement intermediary to support investment and more integrated bond markets among 
ASEAN+3 economies. The proposed intermediary is to be based on bilateral links between 
national central securities depositories and central banks’ real-time gross settlement 
systems. This model can realize cross-border delivery versus payment settlement to enable 
safe and efficient cross-border financial transactions. The report also highlights emerging 
trends and challenges in cross-border financial transactions and sets out next steps in 
establishing a regional settlement intermediary.

 66 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622725

$23.00

Pacific Economic Monitor – December 2019
The Pacific Economic Monitor provides updates on developments in Pacific economies 
and explores topical policy issues. The 2019 growth forecast for the Pacific subregion has 
been raised from 3.5% to 4.2%, driven mainly by higher liquefied natural gas production 
in Papua New Guinea and increased construction expenditure in Samoa and Solomon 
Islands, as well as lower-than-projected economic decline in Nauru. However, project 
delays in Papua New Guinea, tepid growth in some economies, and slower recovery in 
others will likely moderate subregional growth to 2.6% in 2020.

Highlights

Trade conflict continues to weigh down on the global economy. Prospects for global growth continue to weaken 
as the ongoing trade conflict slows growth in major economies, including the People’s Republic of China. The 
weak external environment translates into a softer 2019–2020 outlook for the Pacific through subdued exports, 
including from Fiji.

Focusing on the development needs of small island developing states. The complex interplay among geographic 
and physical challenges faced by small island developing states manifests in elevated cost structures and 
heightened economic vulnerability that severely constrain development prospects. Compounded by fragility 
from thin institutional capacities for effective governance and elevated climate change risks—a clear “threat 
multiplier”—these challenges call for a differentiated approach to long-term development strategies among small 
island developing states.

 44 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619121

ISSN 2521-6066
$21.00

Pacific Economic Monitor – July 2020
Most Pacific island countries appear to have avoided direct health impacts from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Yet, the pandemic highlights the need to strengthen 
their health and social protection systems. This edition discusses the impacts of 
COVID-19 and provides an overview of other current economic and development issues 
in Pacific developing member countries of the Asian Development Bank.

 48 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292623043

ISSN 2521-6066
$21.00
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Regional Cooperation and Integration

Potential Exports  
and Nontariff Barriers  
to Trade 
India National Study
This publication explores how 
India could boost its exports 
by addressing nontariff trade 
barriers. It focuses on sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures 
and technical barriers to trade, 

and on export products that have the potential to 
increase their market share in Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. It considers options 
including legal reforms, the upgrade of quality 
standards and laboratory equipment, and institution 
building of accrediting bodies and conformity 
assessment bodies. Practical recommendations 
suggest ways forward for both the public and  
private sectors.

 174 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292619664

$32.00

South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation 
Operational Plan 2016–
2025 Update
This report reflects the 
changes in the South Asia 
Subregional Economic 
Cooperation (SASEC) 
Program’s operational plan 
for the period 2016–2025, 

in particular on priority projects resulting from a 
rigorous vetting process. This involves defining SASEC 
transport and energy networks and identifying priority 
projects based on preparedness and their roles in 
filling network gaps. The result is a more reasonable 
estimate of funding needs to help meet the SASEC 
Program’s goals of multimodal connectivity, energy 
market development, and increased intraregional and 
interregional trade.

 116 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292619961

$27.00
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Cambodia 
Transport Sector 
Assessment, Strategy,  
and Road Map
This assessment, strategy, 
and road map aims to inform 
the future development of 
Cambodia’s transport sector. 
Cambodia’s transport sector 
plays a critical role in the 

country’s economic development by supporting 
growth in key sectors such as agriculture, tourism, 
manufacturing, and construction. This publication 
examines Cambodia’s transport sector performance, 
major development constraints, and the government’s 
strategy and plans. It also reflects on lessons learned 
from past Asian Development Bank (ADB) assistance 
and identifies potential areas for future support, 
including knowledge initiatives and investments.  
The publication serves as a basis for further dialogue 
on how ADB and the government can collaborate  
to effectively develop the transport sector in the 
coming years.

 40 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617509

$21.00

Conceptual Design of 
the Intelligent Transport 
Systems Project—Case in 
Gui’an New District
This report draws on the 
experience of Gui’an New 
District in the People’s 
Republic of China to explain 
how intelligent transport 
systems can be planned, 

designed, and implemented. High-quality transport 
systems are essential for developing cities in the Asia 
and Pacific region to transform into safe, sustainable 
urban centers. Intelligent transport systems have 
a key role to play in boosting the operation and 
maintenance of urban transport modes by providing 
data collection, processing, and communications 
systems. Using Gu’ian New District as a case study, 
the report demonstrates how intelligent transport 
systems can save time, money, and lives if properly 
planned and implemented.

 86 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619046

$25.00

Growth of Motorcycle 
Use in Metro Manila 
Impact on Road Safety
This study analyzes the use of 
motorcycles in Metro Manila 
with the aim of informing 
government policy related 
to road safety and transport 
planning. Motorcycles are 
increasingly being used for 

daily commutes as well to provide logistics services. 
The study explores the various drivers, characteristics, 
and implications of increased motorcycle use. Taking 
into account these implications, it presents a policy 
framework to reduce motorcycle-related crashes and 
suggests that the Public Service Act be reviewed and 
amended as appropriate to recognize motorcycles as 
a primary mode of transport.

 38 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622794

$21.00

Armenia’s Transformative 
Urban Future 
National Urban Assessment
This report identifies future 
urban development scenarios 
in Armenia that rely on strong 
political commitment to 
establish a territorial strategy 
that ensures balanced regional 
development and inclusive 

economic growth. The National Urban Assessment for 
Armenia provides a snapshot of the country’s urban 
sector and offers insights to achieving prosperous and 
sustainable cities. Armenia is highly urbanized, with the 
population concentrated in Yerevan and its surrounding 
areas given the capital’s geopolitical, economic, and 
cultural legacy. Opportunities exist to develop well-
planned infrastructure along with balanced resource 
distribution among Yerevan and other cities, while 
leveraging Armenia’s cultural and environmental assets.

 48 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292619466

$22.00
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Urban Development

Water

Improving Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene 
in Schools 
A Guide for Practitioners 
and Policy Makers  
in Mongolia
This publication provides 
essential information on the 
planning, implementation, 

and management of improved water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) in schools, particularly for small and 
isolated rural settlements in Mongolia. Many schools 
in Mongolia face significant challenges in improving 
WASH due to physical and demographic conditions. 
The country’s harsh winters require sustainable 
WASH facilities that can withstand extended periods 
of below-freezing temperatures. Information about 
WASH standards and norms, design and technology 
options, operation and maintenance, hygiene 
education approaches, and cost estimation outlined 
in this publication are useful for national and local 
administrators, engineers, field practitioners, and 
policy makers.

 148 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621704

$30.00

Overview of Mongolia’s Water Resources System and Management 
A Country Water Security Assessment
This publication evaluates water security in Mongolia and provides analyses based from 
other documents and studies for a multidimensional overview of the country’s water 
resources system and management. It recommends a path forward based on integrated 
water resources management as well as national and local institutional development, 
through a targeted investment program. The assessment is adapted from the analytical 
framework introduced in the Asian Water Development Outlook, a series of reports 
produced by the Asian Development Bank and the Asia-Pacific Water Forum.

 70 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622855

$23.00

Protecting the  
Meghna River 
A Sustainable Water 
Resource for Dhaka
This publication explores 
the potential of the Meghna 
River as an alternative water 
source for Dhaka. It also 
describes the fragile state 
of the city’s current drinking 

water supply due to increasing demand and surface 
contamination. The authors assess the threats facing 
the Meghna River and identify protection measures 
needed to ensure that it can provide a sustainable and 
safe supply of drinking water. These measures include 
designating ecological critical areas, promoting 
cleaner industrial production, monitoring pollution, 
controlling wastewater discharges and pesticide use, 
and empowering local stewardship of the river.

 56 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292616960

$22.00
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2019 Development 
Effectiveness Review
The Development 
Effectiveness Review 2019 
reports on ADB’s progress 
in achieving the priorities 
of its corporate strategy 
using the indicators in the 
corporate results framework, 
2019–2024 as the yardstick. 

This publication outlines the performance of the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) in achieving the 
goals of Strategy 2030, the institution’s long-term 
strategic framework. It is the 13th in a series of 
annual reports that tracks development progress in 
Asia and the Pacific, assesses ADB’s development 
effectiveness over the years, and identifies areas 
where the institution’s performance needs to be 
further strengthened.

 206 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622169

$34.00

Indonesia and the Asian 
Development Bank 
Fifty Years of Partnership
This book is a history of the 
partnership between Indonesia 
and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) in the last 
5 decades. Since Indonesia 
became a founding member 
of ADB in 1966, both have 

evolved in remarkable ways. Indonesia developed 
rapidly through the late 1990s yet faced a difficult 
time of adjustment after the Asian financial crisis of 
1997/1998. The country has since resumed growth 
in the last decade. For its part, ADB has widened its 
activities in Indonesia, transforming from a project-
oriented bank into a broad-based development 
institution. This effective partnership reflects 
Indonesia’s success in working with the international 
community in the past 50 years.

 340 pages, 6 x 9, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292622022

$35.00

ADB Corporate Publications

2018 Learning Report 
on Implementation 
of the Accountability 
Mechanism Policy
This report reviews the 
implementation of the Asian 
Development Bank’s (ADB) 
Accountability Mechanism 
Policy during the period 
2016–2018. ADB’s 2012 

Accountability Mechanism Policy mandates a 
triennial analysis of lessons learned, with a focus on 
the management of complaints elevated to this “last 
resort” mechanism. This report attempts to put into 
perspective the number, nature, and management 
of complaints from project-affected people as dealt 
with by project-level grievance redress mechanisms 
(GRMs) and by operational departments. It finds 
that most complaints are effectively addressed 
by GRMs and that the number of projects with 
complaints reaching the Accountability Mechanism 
is a small fraction of ADB’s active portfolio. The 
recommendations are aimed at improving the future 
implementation of the policy.

 48 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2019 
ISBN 9789292617028

$22.00

ADB Annual Report 2019
The report highlights key 
milestones of 2019—the first 
full year of implementation 
of the bank’s long-term 
corporate strategy, Strategy 
2030. It sets out how ADB 
has been providing finance, 
knowledge, and other 
expertise as it works to 

help achieve a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific.

The report provides information on new 
commitments relating to each of the priorities of 
Strategy 2030 and includes stories of how ADB 
projects have been impacting people’s lives.

 77 pages, 8.5 x 11, paperback, 2020 
ISBN 9789292621766

ISSN 0116-1164

DOWNLOAD
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Together We Deliver 
Grants for a Brighter 
Future
This edition focuses on how 
Asian Development Fund 
(ADF) grants are uplifting the 
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