
At A GlAnce

The Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action—
What do they mean for ADB?
This note provides information on what the 
Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action 
mean for the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
and how these can be implemented in practice. 
As will be seen, most of the suggested actions 
are already part of ADB’s regular policies and 
operations and therefore this listing represents 
a consolidated reference guide for ADB staff 
and partners. The actual actions undertaken 
in a country will vary, depending on the 
country context. 

What are the Paris Declaration 
and Accra Agenda for Action 
•	 The Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness 

(PD) and Accra Agenda for Action 
(AAA)	reflect	development	community’s	
determination to increase aid effectiveness, 
and development effectiveness. 

•	 The PD was signed at the Second High 
Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF-2) 
in 2005 in Paris by partner countries (aid 
recipients) and multilateral and bilateral 
development agencies, including ADB. It 
is a commitment to actions promoting the 

five	principles	of	PD:	country	ownership,	
harmonization among development partners 
(donors), alignment with country strategies 
and systems, management for development 
results, and mutual accountability. 

•	 The AAA is the outcome of the 2008 Third 
High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
(HLF-3) in Accra, endorsed by ADB, and 
a much larger development community 
including the global foundations, civil 
society organizations (CSOs), and 
emerging	donors.	It	reaffirmed	PD	
principles and enhanced focus on county 
ownership, partnerships, and accountability 
for results. 

Why are PD and AAA important 
to ADB
•	 ADB is committed to implement PD and 

AAA, since these provide ADB a framework 
for improving its impact on development 
and poverty reduction.   

•	 ADB management and staff are 
responsible for implementing these 
important international commitments.
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How to Implement: Implications for ADB Policy and Operations
The list below will help staff identify actions based on country context 

Encourage country ownership 
and develop capacity

•	 Encourage leadership of developing member countries (DMCs) and 
strengthen their capacity to coordinate development assistance among 
line ministries and donor agencies and in policy dialogue with all 
stakeholders including CSOs and the private sector.

•	 Encourage capacity development which is demand driven and 
country owned

Align ADB country and sector 
strategies with DMC priorities 

•	 Prepare results-based country partnership strategies in consultation with 
the government, development partners, and other stakeholders 

•	 Encourage better recording of aid on national budgets to reduce the gap 
between aid disbursed and that recorded

•	 Use	country	systems,	such	as	country	public	financial	management,	
procurement, monitoring, and evaluation systems as far as possible; and 
if	specific	systems	are	not	used,	work	with	the	partner	country	to	jointly	
develop a transparent reform plan to strengthen these systems 

Encourage donor 
harmonization

•	 Encourage	partner	countries	to	identify	and	communicate	clear	objectives	
and strategies for capacity development, and to integrate technical 
assistance as part of country programs 

•	 Reduce	reliance	on	parallel	project	implementation	units	and	develop	
country implementation capacity

•	 Increase aid predictability by planning medium-term assistance 
frameworks on volume and timing of disbursements

Encourage harmonization 
and alignment at lending and 
operational level 

•	 Increase use of program-based approaches in investment lending and 
policy-based loans

•	 Actively	undertake	joint	missions	on	cofinanced	projects,	joint	country	
analytical work, and harmonized environmental impact assessments

•	 Encourage a coordinated development approach to countries in 
fragile situations

•	 Facilitate peer-to-peer learning and south–south cooperation
Managing for development 
results

•	 Assist countries in developing transparent and monitorable performance 
assessment frameworks to evaluate the development impact, and agree 
on actions for mutually assessing progress

•	 Develop cost-effective results management instruments to assess 
the impact of development policies and align monitoring with country 
information systems

Enhancing mutual 
accountability

•	 Undertake mutual assessments and reviews with partner countries
•	 Develop transparent conditionalities aligned with national development 

plans and make public all conditions linked to disbursements to facilitate 
better planning and greater predictability
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For further information, contact the ADB Aid Effectiveness Team:

Team Leader:  Manju Senapaty 
 Lead Planning and Policy Specialist (Development Effectiveness and Partnerships)
 msenapaty@adb.org 

Team Members: France Holgado
	 Strategy	and	Policy	Officer,	SPD
 fholgado@adb.org

 Roshini Nair
 Consultant, SPD
 rpnair.consultant@adb.org

Or visit www.adb.org/aid-effectiveness
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