
ADB’S Efforts to Make its Assistance More Effective

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is 
committed to supporting the international aid 
effectiveness agenda. It took part in the first 
High-Level Forum on Harmonization (HLF-1) in 
Rome in February 2003; the Second High-Level 
Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF-2) in Paris, 
which led to the Paris Declaration in March 
2005; and the Third High-Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness (HLF-3) in Accra in September 
2008, from which the Accra Agenda for Action 
emerged. ADB organized and participated in 
a number of key events, notably the regional 
consultation workshops in preparation for 
HLF-2 and HLF-3, the post-Paris consultations 
and monitoring surveys, and the managing for 
development results round tables and related 
activities. A summary of ADB’s aid effectiveness 
initiatives follows. 

ADB Monitors its Progress on 
the Paris Declaration and Accra 
Agenda for Action (AAA)

• ADB conducted its fourth annual survey 
to monitor implementation of the Paris 
Declaration and AAA in January 2010, 
covering 2009 data from 25 of its 
developing member countries (11 Asian 
Development Fund-only, 10 Blend, and 
4 ordinary capital resources-only).  
Figure 1 summarizes the results.1

Figure 1.  ADB Progress in Meeting Paris Declaration Targets as at 2009

3 Aligning aid with 
national prioritiesa

66%
85%

4 Coordinated technical 
assistance

45%
50%

5a Use of country PFM 
systems

42%
78%

5b Use of country 
procurement systems

49% 60%

6 Avoiding use of 
parallel PIUsb

95
32

7 Aid predictabilitya 80% 89%

9 Use of program-based 
approaches

55% 66%

10a Joint missions 12%
40%

10b Joint country analytical 
work

43% 66%

2005 2010 Target
89%

53%

92%

45%

5

77%

55%

54%

63%

Exceeds target On-track to meet target Off-track to meet target

Note: PFM = public financial management, PIU = project implementation unit.
 The percentage of bilateral aid that is untied (Indicator 8) does not apply to ADB because all ADB aid 

is untied. 
a  For these indicators, the average country ratio, and not the weighted ratio, is used. 
b Figures refer to number of parallel project implementation units. 

Source: ADB estimates.

1 ADB uses the same or adaptations of the 12 indicators and targets used by the Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD-DAC) in its monitoring surveys. For more details on the definitions of the indicators used, as well as to access all survey reports, visit www.adb 
.org/Aid-Effectiveness/surveys.asp
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ADB’s Other Efforts in Enhancing 
Aid Effectiveness

• Mainstreaming Aid Effectiveness within 
ADB: ADB actively incorporates Paris 
Declaration and AAA principles in its 
policies, strategies, and initiatives, while 
keeping a keen eye on monitoring 
implementation. Staff are also kept 
abreast of the evolving aid effectiveness 
agenda, and the application of good 
practices through regular learning and 
development programs.

• Capacity Development for Development 
Effectiveness (CDDE) Facility: This joint 
donor facility was established in March 
2009, with ADB and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
Regional Center in Bangkok forming the 
Secretariat. The CDDE aims to provide 
assistance to developing member countries 
on issues related to aid effectiveness, and 
to strengthen their capacity to participate 
in the Fourth High-Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness (HLF-4) in 2011. See CDDE’s 
current work plan at www.aideffectiveness 
.org/cdde

• OECD-DAC Working Party on Aid 
Effectiveness (WP-EFF): The OECD-
DAC WP-EFF is the global body charged 
with steering the international agenda 
on aid effectiveness. ADB, alongside 
its international development partners, 
contributes to this agenda through active 
participation in the five clusters of the WP-
EFF2 and in ongoing preparations for the 
high-level forums on aid effectiveness. ADB 
will play a bigger role in HLF-4 as this is the 
first time the event will be held in Asia. 

• OECD-DAC WP-EFF Task Team on 
Conditionality: ADB co-chairs a task team 
on conditionality under the transparent and 
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2 Details can be found on the OECD-DAC Working Party on Aid Effectiveness site: www.oecd.org/document/35/0,3343,en
_2649_3236398_43382307_1_1_1_1,00.html

responsible aid cluster of the OECD-DAC 
WP-EFF. As part of this work, ADB will 
take on joint analytical work, participate 
in country consultations, and disseminate 
good practices on conditionality with other 
members of the task team. 

• OECD-DAC WP-EFF Task Team on South-
South Cooperation: ADB is a member of 
the OECD-DAC WP-EFF task team on 
south-south cooperation, which promotes 
and facilitates synergies between the 
south-south cooperation and capacity 
development agendas. ADB played a 
significant role as member of the steering 
committee for the High Level Event on 
South-South Cooperation and Capacity 
Development held in March 2010 in 
Bogota, Colombia. 

• Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) 
Working Group on Aid Effectiveness: ADB 
is an active participant of this working 
group which includes representatives from 
all MDB headquarters and the UNDP. The 
group discusses a wide variety of issues 
and agrees on MDB perspectives, which 
are then presented to the WP-EFF.

• International Aid Transparency Initiative 
(IATI): ADB is a signatory to this multi-
stakeholder initiative, launched by the 
Department for International Development 
of the United Kingdom (DFID) in Accra 
in September 2008. IATI focuses on the 
transparency of aid, and aims to set up 
common standards for the publication 
of information about aid for the donors. 
ADB has been in close contact with IATI 
representatives as they shape the initiative, 
and has provided feedback on its draft 
proposals on the standardization of data 
formats. For more details, visit www 
.aidtransparency.net/

For further information, contact the ADB Aid Effectiveness Team:

Team Leader:  Manju Senapaty 
 Lead Planning and Policy Specialist (Development Effectiveness and Partnerships)
 msenapaty@adb.org 

Team Members: France Holgado
 Strategy and Policy Officer, SPD
 fholgado@adb.org

 Roshini Nair
 Consultant, SPD
 rpnair.consultant@adb.org

Or visit www.adb.org/aid-effectiveness
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