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Introduction
F iji has commonly been viewed as a society with deep

inequalities, but little absolute poverty. But many
people now believe that poverty—in the form of destitu-

tion, homelessness, and hunger—exists in Fiji.  It has been esti-
mated that in 1991 approximately one in four families had
incomes below the national poverty line. Hunger not only exists in
Fiji but has been increasing in its extent and severity. The unstable
political situation, coupled with a young population, increasing
migration to the urban centers and overseas, and weak interna-
tional markets for sugar and kava, poses serious challenges to im-
proving basic services, job opportunities, and the standard of living.

Despite improvements in literacy, infant mortality, immuni-
zation, and life expectancy, there has been a decline in Fiji’s human
development index ranking relative to other nations. The 2002
Human Development Report ranked Fiji 70th.  With a 1999 Hu-
man Poverty Index of 8.5, the Fiji Islands was ranked 4 th best in
terms of poverty among 12 Pacific developing countries.

The presence of poverty in Fiji has generated considerable
debate over the past twenty years, leading the government to ana-
lyze the extent and nature of poverty in order to strengthen poverty
alleviation policies and programs and target the most disadvan-
taged people.

One in four

families lived

below the

poverty line in

1991
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In 2003, the Ministry of Finance and National Planning and
Ministry of Women, Social Welfare and Poverty Alleviation led a
“Participatory Assessment on Hardship” to find out the needs,
perceptions, and aspirations of the people living throughout the
country. Twenty communities, representing both urban and rural
areas and those with differing levels of income and access to ser-
vices, were surveyed. Five communities were selected from the
Northern, four from the Western, three from the Eastern, and eight
from the Central Division, including the main urban area of Suva.
Individual interviews, group discussions, case studies, and work-
shops were used to survey the poor and disadvantaged, key commu-
nity leaders, and government and nongovernment organization
representatives.

The findings of the assessment give a clearer picture of how
people view poverty and hardship and what they believe can be
done to address their needs. The findings are consistent with the
government’s commitment to equitable growth, as highlighted in
its Strategic Development Plan (2003-2005) and its international
commitments, particularly the implementation of the Millen-
nium Development Goals. The assessment was funded by the
Asian Development Bank.

Is Hardship Really a
Problem in the Fiji
Islands?

A ll ethnic communities (Fijians, Indo-Fijians, non-Fijian
Melanesians, and mixed) involved in the assessment
perceived that hardship exists in the country and is

characterized by lack of or limited access to basic services such as
education, health, good roads, and safe water supply. Hardship,
rather than poverty, was the term that most people involved in the
assessment used to describe their difficulties.Poverty was said not
to exist in Fiji  by most people living in the rural areas and some
urban residents. However, a majority of the people in the urban
areas said that poverty is already occurring in Fiji as evidenced by
the number of people begging in the streets of Suva (both Fijians
and Indo-Fijians) and depending on others for survival.

Discussions

were held with

people in 20

communities

Children
scavenging
at the open
dump in
Vunato

All communities

perceived that

hardship exists

Single Mother, 32 Years Old

I began my education at St. Mary’s
Primary School in Labasa in 1977 at
Class 1 and left at Form 4 in 1987. I
returned to the village to look after my
grandparents for 12 years until their
death. I stayed on my own until I had
my first child in 1991. I reared my child
alone for 5 years before I had my sec-
ond child in 1994. I sent both my chil-
dren to school here on Kia Island whilst
raising them alone. I had no proper
source of income, but I managed to see
my daughter through primary school
by fishing, gathering seashells, and
selling them in Labasa market.

There is no male in my household. I
therefore am finding it very hard to
meet all the obligations demanded of

me by the village, churches, and the
school. I am receiving F$65 per month
from the Department of Social Welfare
but I hardly get by with this amount.
For other income I go diving for fish
three times a fortnight. I sell my fish at
the Labasa market and pay F$10 per
trip from Kia Island where I live. I have
to prepare about F$150 every two
weeks to see to my family’s needs and
survival. I work hard keeping my house
clean and raising my children properly
and hope to do better in the years to
come. My main concern is that my
children get a better education and
hopefully they will be able to find em-
ployment and have a better lifestyle for
themselves.
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What is Hardship?

T he assessment focused on identifying people’s percep-
tions of hardship and poverty to better understand the
views, needs, and priorities of the people, especially the

poor themselves.
When asked about hardship, the  most common Fijian term

used was bula dredre (meaning “not enough money to pay debts,”
“lean-to house with pit toilet,” “little plantation,” and “receiving
welfare”). Dravudravua was the term used for poverty (meaning
“no food,” “no house,” “no money,” and “no land”).

People described hardship in the urban areas, particularly in
Suva and Lautoka (Central and Western Divisions), as “being
always in debt” and dependent on others, and having low income,
poor living conditions, unsafe water supply, and stressful family
relationships that lead to broken marriages and problematic chil-
dren. In the rural areas of the Northern, Western, and Eastern Divi-
sions, hardship was described as poor living conditions, including
poor sanitation, limited access to health care, unsealed roads and
poor transport service, low income, poor access to markets, vulner-
ability to calamities such as cyclones and droughts, and an inabil-
ity to afford to meet basic needs and fulfill family, church, and
traditional obligations.

Despite some differences between rural and urban communi-
ties, both groups defined hardship as: (i) low income, which limits

”Being always in

debt,” having

low income, and

poor living

conditions

A house made of
scrap materials

people’s ability to provide for family needs and traditional and
church obligations; (ii) lack or limited access to basic services,
particularly education (beyond Class 8), safe water supply, roads,
transport, and electricity; and (iii) landlessness, particularly for
indigenous Fijians who have moved to urban areas and Indo-Fijians
and Melanesians who are dependent on leasing land for shelter and
growing crops to eat and sell for income.

The assessment found a growing dependence on cash even by
rural and remote outer island communities. Meeting basic needs
and accessing services such as education and health care increas-
ingly require cash payments.

The communities’ views on whether hardship had increased or
decreased over the past 5 years were evenly split between those who
have seen an improvement in their lives and those who said their
situations have worsened. Ten percent saw no change in their stan-
dard of living. The communities who felt their lives had improved
cited construction of a community hall, foot path, community
water supply, and rural electrification as improving their standard
of living and sense of well-being. These projects all addressed basic
services and needs. The communities that experienced greater
hardship pointed to higher prices of basic goods such as flour, rice,
and fuel; more joblessness, particularly in urban settlements; and
high drop-out rates for both rural and urban children.

Elderly Fisherman, 70 Years Old

I am originally from Qamea Island off
Taveuni in Cakaudrove. I am 70 years
old and live with my wife and three
teenage children in a one-room house
at the Veiraisi Squatter Settlement. My
brother in law, his wife, and a child also
live here, as well as a distant relative, his
wife, and a grandchild. Three families
consisting of 11 members share the
house, which has a floor area equivalent
to the one room flat at PRB Flats (about
60 square meters or less).

There is no water or electricity at the
Veiraisi Settlement; we use a well for
drinking and washing. None of my co-

inhabitants have jobs. Instead, we plant
root crops around the compound and
go fishing daily. We earn cash by selling
fish and marine products at the Nadera
Road Junction. I go fishing twice a week
and earn about F$20. The money is
used to buy essential basic groceries
such as sugar, salt, rice, flour, kerosene,
and oil, which are often consumed
within a day or two because there are
many mouths to feed.

I hope that the government can
assist me with a boat to go out fishing
more and also for water for my family.
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Who is Facing
Hardship?

Rural and urban communities consulted during the assess-
ment said that “we are all experiencing hardship here.”
This sense of shared disadvantage was common to all

 four regional divisions in the country. However, certain groups were
identified to be suffering more hardship than the rest of the com-
munity. They were:

• Single mothers with little or no means of support,
• Widows,
• Elderly people neglected by family members,
• Mentally challenged and physically handicapped people,
• Orphans,
• Jobless people,
• People who only eat one full meal a day, and
• Beggars.
Most people surveyed believed that people facing hardship

and poverty live in rural areas, while almost one-third said poverty
is worse in urban areas.

What Causes Hardship?

T he causes of hardship and poverty are complex and interre-
lated. Landlessness was identified as one of the major
barriers, particularly for Indo-Fijians and indigenous

 Melanesians in both rural and urban areas, and indigenous Fijians
who have migrated from rural to urban areas in search of a better
life. Urban communities in the Central and Western Divisions
added that limited opportunities to earn cash and limited or de-
clining access to basic services and infrastructure were the main
causes of their hardship. There was also the perception, particularly
among Indo-Fijians and Melanesian communities, that ethnic
discrimination over access to government services was a major
cause of their hardship. Rural indigenous communities said poor
quality or lack of sealed roads, transport, storage, and communica-
tion facilities made it difficult to sell goods and crops in the major
markets, and they either don’t have health centers or professional
health workers in their communities, or lack both.

There was a widespread feeling that declining respect for
traditional values and elderly and traditional leaders by a younger,
better educated generation has resulted in individualism “brought
about by modern ideas,” and it is starting to undermine the

Perceived Distribution of Hardship by Area

60%
30%

10%

Rural

Urban
Both

“We are all

experiencing

hardship here”

No land, few

opportunities

to earn cash

and access

services

Widow, 43 Years Old

I was born in Nubayani Hospital, Lekutu.
My parents brought me up in Bunikea.
My family was very happy. My father
used to gather us six children for prayer
meetings everyday. I am the oldest in
the family. I went to school in Lekutu
from Class 1 and finished Class 8. End-
ing my education, I returned to the
village and helped my mother with
domestic chores. After 5 years in the
village, I got married. We stayed to-
gether for 10 years and had four chil-
dren, two boys and two girls.

Everything was fine then because
my husband was a good provider for
the family’s needs. Then he died in
1993, and my family brought me back

to Banikea Village. When I returned, I
found hardship in my family. None of
my relatives would help me. I now have
to plant our food, look after my mother
who is 69 years old, find money to send
my two older children to school, and
look after the two younger ones living
with me in the village. One of these
children is suffering from Down Syn-
drome.

Life is very difficult for my family
now without any assistance from rela-
tives, church, or clan. The only assis-
tance I get is F$60 a month from the
Department of Social Welfare. I am not
giving up but am praying that help will
come.
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strength of the community support system. Many
also felt that community resources are largely
wasted due to “laziness” or lack of strong personal
motivation to improve one’s situation and maxi-
mize resources, particularly one’s land. “Wrong
priorities,” such as raising funds for church meet-
ings instead of community water supply system
construction, were also cited as major causes of
hardship in both rural and urban areas.

Specific causes were cited for three groups that
are especially affected: children, the youth, and
women.

Children

The most common cause of hardship for children mentioned dur-
ing the assessment was parental neglect due to the breakdown of
marriages and parents’ limited time for their children, due, for
example, to drunkenness and kava drinking. This has led some
children to drop out of school and have little interest in helping
farm their family’s land.

The people surveyed said children’s diet and access to other
daily necessities have worsened due to rising prices of basic goods
and widespread availability of cheap junk food. Poor nutrition was
also said to be caused by parents, particularly mothers, having little
knowledge which foods are healthful, resulting in meals containing
too many carbohydrates and very little protein and fiber.

Another major cause of hardship among children was limited
and/or decreasing access to primary and secondary schooling.
Affordability (especially beyond Class 8), lack of facilities, and
distance contributed to reported increases in drop-out rates at the
primary and secondary level, thus limiting income opportunities
for the children when they get older. Children in rural communities
had to walk long distances (10 km or more) with some having to
cross rivers to get to school.  During the rainy season, these children
have to stay home since the rivers are often overflowing and danger-
ous to cross.

Youth

An increasing number of drop-outs and “push-outs” (due to too few
schools), particularly for students entering secondary level, was
cited as the major reason for the high jobless rate among the youth,

especially in the urban areas. Most youths who cannot continue
their studies go back to their villages without hope of receiving
further education or training to access better earning or job opportu-
nities. Many young people in the rural areas  either become subsis-
tence farmers, marry early, or migrate to the urban centers in search
of jobs. Many of those in the urban areas stay in the settlements and
marry early and depend on casual jobs, such as construction work,
for income.  Some get involved in gangs.

Several communities said that young and mostly jobless
people waste time and money drinking kava and beer. In urban
settlements, a growing number of jobless young men were breaking
and entering middle class and affluent households in the capital.
Some young women (and a few men) from the urban poor commu-
nities surveyed had turned to prostitution to earn desperately
needed cash to support their families. Contrary to common percep-
tions, crime is reportedly also increasing in the rural areas, with the
theft of chickens and root crops becoming a regular occurrence
within rural settlements.

Women

In addition to their traditional role as homemakers, women have an
emerging role as family income earners responsible for paying
school fees and providing for their families’ daily needs, large ex-
tended families’ needs, and church and traditional obligations.
Many women reported that when they don’t have enough cash for
all of these needs, they feel community pressure to put church or

Crime and

prostitution

were said to be

increasing

Ex-Convict, 36 Years Old

I am married and self-employed. I now
make a living out of my small workshop
by making Fijian wood combs. It’s ex-
pensive to get the right timber ( vesi
hardwood) and costs about F$20 for 2
feet. In a week I can earn about F$40-
F$60. My family finds it difficult to live
from this income. If I make F$50, we
spend F$25 for food, F$15 for school
needs, and F$10 for transport and medi-
cine. At times I have to borrow from my
brothers for basic needs like sugar,
cooking oil, and salt.

Sometimes I collect copper and
brass from the rubbish dump to sell.
From this I can earn about F$20 a week,
but it is not a regular activity for me. I
also collect tools and equipment that
can be used at our home.

I fear that I will not be able to sup-
port my family due to lack of income
and the discrimination I face as an ex-
convict. I also fear going back to selling
illegal drugs to make money or getting
involved again in crime. I hope some-
one will give me a steady job to support
my family and be a good father.
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Ex-Convict, 36 Years Old

I am married and self-employed. I now
make a living out of my small workshop
by making Fijian wood combs. It’s ex-
pensive to get the right timber ( vesi
hardwood) and costs about F$20 for 2
feet. In a week I can earn about F$40-
F$60. My family finds it difficult to live
from this income. If I make F$50, we
spend F$25 for food, F$15 for school
needs, and F$10 for transport and medi-
cine. At times I have to borrow from my
brothers for basic needs like sugar,
cooking oil, and salt.

Sometimes I collect copper and
brass from the rubbish dump to sell.
From this I can earn about F$20 a week,
but it is not a regular activity for me. I
also collect tools and equipment that
can be used at our home.

I fear that I will not be able to sup-
port my family due to lack of income
and the discrimination I face as an ex-
convict. I also fear going back to selling
illegal drugs to make money or getting
involved again in crime. I hope some-
one will give me a steady job to support
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traditional obligations above paying their children’s school ex-
penses.

Women ranked low income and lack of jobs as the biggest
cause of their poverty and hardship. They said there are too few jobs
and they are often unable to meet the skill and educational require-
ments of the few available jobs. They also said that as women, they
lacked business opportunities and easy access to markets. In the
urban areas, most women work as shop assistants, domestic help-
ers, and factory workers, especially in the garment industry. In the
rural areas, women earn cash by selling fruit and vegetables  in the
local market.

Single parenthood was said to be increasing, due to unplanned
and/or teenage pregnancies, breakdown of marriages, and lack of
family support.

Limited access to services such as water supply, education,
roads, and transport caused women hardship because of their re-
sponsibility for domestic chores, including carting water from
distant wells and rivers.

In spite of these difficulties, most women said they felt their
situations were generally improving due to better education and
access to skills training, and participation in the labor force. In-
creasing respect for women’s contributions to society and their role
in the economy were also cited as positive factors. Others said
women’s well-being had declined due to lack of land and disregard
for traditional knowledge and skills.

Poor Service Delivery

Basic services were available in most urban and rural areas (particu-
larly in the provincial centers), but had limited reach in remote
rural areas and outer island communities. Power was the least
accessible service in both rural and urban areas, while lack of access
to safe and piped water was one of the most commonly cited causes
of hardship for people in all the communities surveyed. The quality
of these services needs improvement, particularly the roads and
health facilities.

In the urban areas, lack of land titles was identified as a major
barrier for people to connect to water supply and electricity. Thus,
it was common in squatter settlements to see households along the
main power lines using petrol or benzene lamps for light.

Markets were available in almost all the communities sur-
veyed. Although markets were reported to be available and access
was rated as “good,” rural communities were quite concerned about
the deterioration of roads in their areas. This limited the number of
trips possible to sell produce such as kava and vegetables. Due to
the roads’ continuing deterioration, few vehicle operators were
willing to service some communities.

Where services

were available,

low quality was

often a con-

cern

The number of
single mothers is
increasing

Prostitute, 17 Years Old

I am originally from Naqarani Noco,
Rewa, and now live in Raiwaqa.

I left school in 1999 when I was in
Form 3 after failing the mid-term exam.
My friends invited me to join them on
the streets. I live with my parents, six
sisters, and two brothers in a one-room
flat. My father is a fisherman and my
mother stays at home with my younger
siblings.

I work on the streets as a prostitute.
When I don’t get clients my friends who
have clients give me money. I also share
my proceeds if my friends are short of
money. On a normal weekday, I get at
least one client, but on weekends I get
two or three clients a day. I charge F$30
to F$50 per client. In an average week I
earn between F$150 and F$200.

I don’t have a big clientele because
I’m not very attractive—I don’t have nice

clothes or perfume like the other girls. I
spend my money on food, clothes,
meals in restaurants, cigarettes, and
going to the night club. I get my clients
from the streets and a night club.

My father knows what I’m doing
and encourages me to go and “work”
because I am providing food and cloth-
ing and helping to pay the bills at
home. I am frightened that I will be
infected with a sexually transmitted
disease or AIDS, but I need the money
to support myself and my family be-
cause I cannot get work anywhere else.

Some nights we don’t get clients
and either sleep with the night watch-
man on duty or police officers. The
policemen sometimes force me to have
sex with them without paying by
threatening to arrest me.
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Schools, particularly primary and
secondary, were available in most
sample communities. Two communi-
ties located in the Central and Western
Divisions did not have a primary
school; they sent their children to
neighboring villages. Concerns ex-
pressed about schools related to the
quality of education and affordability
of school fees and other related ex-
penses.

Communication facilities,
mostly telephones and tele-radios,
were available in 15 of the 20 commu-
nities surveyed. Although available,
they were mainly located in the urban
areas and were community phones,
since few households could afford the
cost and provide the required land
ownership certification for a private
line. Overall, communications ser-
vices were rated as “good,” particularly

in the urban settlements. However, for communities outside the
capital, the telephone service was unreliable and expensive. Rural
communities in both the Northern and Eastern Divisions, for
example, reported that most of the time they can only receive
incoming calls and only for a few hours in the afternoon.

Roads were available in 15 out of 20 sample communities. Of
those with roads, eight had access to sealed roads and the remain-
ing seven were limited to gravel roads. Most communities con-
sulted expressed concern over lack of regular maintenance and
continued deterioration of vital rural road networks, particularly in
the Northern, Western, and Central Divisions. Therefore, they
rated road conditions as “poor.”

Health facilities were available in 14 of the 20 communities
surveyed. Only 4 of the 10 rural communities had immediate
access. Those without walked for an average of 1-3 hours or more (in
the Central, Northern and Western Divisions). Distance, lack of
medical supplies, and poorly trained or lack of trained staff in the
health centers, particularly in the Eastern and Western Divisions,
were cited as reasons by communities for rating health services as
“poor.”

Piped water was available in 14 of the 20 communities sur-
veyed. Of the 14, 10 urban communities had piped water supplied
by the Public Works Department and four rural communities had
piped water from their own community water source, such as
springs and streams. Although overall water supply was rated as
“good” by most urban communities, most households in the squat-
ter settlements and those living on traditional lands did not have
access to safe water. Households could only apply to be connected
to the water main if they could pay the connection costs and pro-
duce certifications from the landowners allowing them to apply.
Since most occupied the land illegally, they could not get these
certificates. Most got water for a fee from neighbors who managed
to get connected. Thus, it was common to see one water meter
providing water for three or more houses in the squatter settle-
ments. A number of households from the Lau Group living on tradi-
tional leases in Kalabu Village (about 15 minutes drive from Suva),
got water from a well.

Power was the least available service with only 11 of the com-
munities having electricity. The remaining nine communities still
rely on petrol or benzene lamps for lighting. Similar to the water
supply situation, most households in squatter settlements could
not get power connections due to connection costs and landowner-
ship requirements.

What Can Be Done?

A fter listening to the views of the poor and understanding
the nature of hardship, what can be done to address it?
Working together with those facing hardship to plan,

prioritize, and implement solutions has a good chance of leading to
successful, lasting initiatives.

During the assessment, people described current initiatives,
their perception of their role and the roles of others in development,
how they cope with hardship, and most importantly, their priorities
and suggestions for future action.

Current Initiatives to Address Hardship

Most of the communities surveyed, particularly in the rural areas
and outer islands, have found ways to improve their standard of

Work together

to lessen

hardship

Community
water tap
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living and cope with the hardship and poverty experienced by
individuals, families, and their community as a whole. These
initiatives can be classified into three categories: (i) income gen-
eration, such as fundraising and seafood harvesting; (ii) basic ser-
vices, such as building community water tanks, flush toilets in
households, and community power projects; and (iii) skills devel-
opment, such as handicraft and small business skills. These dem-
onstrate communities’ ability to work together as a single unit and
with government as active partners, not just beneficiaries.

Some community members were aware of government initia-
tives to help address causes of community hardship and poverty,
including youth and women’s programs, the Village Improvement
Scheme, Healthy Islands Project, social welfare, and the Poverty
Alleviation Fund. Some of these initiatives, although intended to
be high impact, have since stopped. Community members stressed
that continuation of these initiatives is required to ensure long-
term benefits to effectively address hardship and poverty.

A few nongovernment initiatives, including Red Cross disaster
relief, the Kana Project, and Save the Children Fund, were men-
tioned by the communities surveyed. The community members
were also aware of some projects initiated by international organi-
zations in the areas of micro-finance, health, water, sanitation, and
other services.

However, about 40% of the communities were not aware of any
poverty alleviation initiative led either by government or nongov-
ernment organizations.

It is useful to consider the community initiatives listed above
and how programs organized by government and nongovernment
organizations are perceived to improve the effectiveness of future
development programs.

Roles

Communities should be actively involved in implementing devel-
opment programs to help improve and sustain their benefits. The
communities consulted during the assessment had a clear under-
standing of their role and those of others in development. They said
they would be willing to contribute by providing free labor, land,
food, timber, and cash to support government community develop-
ment programs. Communities expect the government to provide
expertise, financial support, market outlets, materials and equip-

ment, skills training, basic services, land for resettlement, and
regular visits by government officials to their communities.

They viewed the role of nongovernment organizations to be
funding community projects and providing technology and agricul-
tural advice and skills training. Lastly, the perception of interna-
tional organizations’ role is to provide financial assistance,
technology, advice, and training.

Rural and urban communities have developed coping strate-
gies through the years in response to poor service delivery, such as
working as a community, utilizing family networks, and depending
on their environment for water. During crises, most communities
depended on family, church, traditional clan, district and/or pro-
vincial council, and community women and youth groups for sup-
port. Supporting the above mentioned activities and groups will
help communities become strong partners in development and
poverty reduction.

Other groups, such as district and provincial government
officials as well as Members of Parliament (MPs), were seen as far
less important. However, some communities, such as the Indo-
Fijians, relied on them for support.

Community Coping Strategies

Service Response to Unavailable Service

Market
Give away produce to the needy and/or relatives,
sell within the village, barter, and sell at reduced
prices in the community

School Walk to the nearest school, board with relatives,
and conduct community fundraising to pay for
school expenses

Telephone Use postal services, radio announcements, and
tele-radio and pass messages through people

Road Use walking paths and sea and river transport

Transport Walk, use boats, horses, and cattle-drawn carts

Health facility Use traditional medicine, walk to the nearest
health facility, airlift to Suva, and travel to the
nearest health facility and stay with relatives.

Piped water supply

Collect rain water (outer islands), boil water
collected from creeks or rivers (rural), and rely on
government trucks (urban settlements during
water outages)

Power Use kerosene and hurricane lamps, benzene
lamps, and candles

Communities

have found

ways to cope
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People’s Priorities

During the assessment, the communities suggested several priority
actions to address hardship and poverty, which can be classified
according to the following major categories:

• Improve market access in the rural areas and create jobs in
urban areas to increase incomes;

• Improve access to services, particularly (i) water supply, (ii)
transport and power, (iii) education and roads, and (iv)
health services to address communities’ need for better
market access, improved living standards, and higher in-
comes; and

• Strengthen traditional community leadership and gover-
nance to address the weakening of traditional structures,
breakdown of marriages, and increasing crime, as well as
improve community resource planning and management to
address economic and development issues.

Other community priorities included acquiring leadership,
business management, and parenting skills.

These priorities validated the key themes of the government’s
Strategic Development Plan (SDP) for 2003-2005. Specific SDP
strategies that support the identified community priorities in-
clude

• Rural and outer island development,
• Increasing investment for job creation and growth,
• Strengthening good governance,
• Formalizing and strengthening government and civil soci-

ety partnership in poverty alleviation, and
• Resolving the agricultural land lease issue.
Communities identified the following areas for capacity

building (ranked according to importance) to improve their ability
to actively participate in development and poverty reduction
activities:

• Business management,
• Health education,
• Skills training,
• Parental education, and
• Others including marketing, conflict management, and

leadership training.

Income, public

services, and

traditions were

priorities

Contact Information
For more information about hardship-reduction activities in the Fiji Islands, contact

Ministry of Finance and National Planning
P.O. Box 2212, Government Buildings
Suva, Fiji Islands
Tel. (679) 307-011 Fax (679) 300-834
E-mail: psfinance@govnet.gov.fj
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