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$2.5 billion
cumulative grant, concessional lending, 
and technical assistance commitments

ADB assistance to Tajikistan

Transport
$824 million

Energy
$595 million

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and rural development 
$269 million

Public sector management
$356 million

Education 
$76 million

Health
$72 million

Water and other urban 
infrastructure services
$95 million 

Finance 
$153 million

Source: ADB.
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Tajikistan is a country with hospitable people, 
breathtaking landscapes, massive glaciers, and 
some of the world’s highest mountains. Strategically 

located at the crossroads of Central, East, and South Asia, 
it has played a role since ancient times in connecting 
economies and cultures. 

Tajikistan joined the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 
1998, and, in 25 years of partnership, ADB has become its 
largest multilateral development partner. ADB is working 
with the Government of Tajikistan to improve the lives of 
people in the country.
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700
kilometers
of upgraded highways

600 kilometers
of new or upgraded power transmission 
and distribution lines

170,000 
hectares of land
have better irrigation and drainage 
and are protected from flooding

100,000 
rural households
have received
reliable drinking
water for the
first time

500,000 
urban citizens
have improved water supply 
and sewerage services

1.3 
million 
people
are vaccinated 
against COVID-19

260,000 
rural people
have access to improved 
healthcare services

Results of ADB-Assisted
Projects and Programs

 vocational 
 institutions and
 secondary
 schools
 have been renovated 
 and equipped

117
29
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19991998

 ĥ Tajikistan joins ADB and the 
ADB-supported Central Asia 
Regional Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC) program.

 ĥ ADB approves its first 
assistance to Tajikistan. The 
$20 million postconflict 
infrastructure program helps 
the government implement 
policy reforms and institutional 
strengthening in the transport 
and energy sectors. 

 ĥ Ten technical assistance grants are approved, for improving 
aid coordination and external debt management, building 
capacity for environmental assessment and monitoring, 
developing a national poverty reduction strategy, improving rural 
financial systems, providing institutional support in the road and 
energy sectors, and supporting project preparation.

 ĥ ADB approves a $34 million power rehabilitation project 
to upgrade power transmission and distribution facilities in 
Dushanbe and Khatlon region. The project repairs substations 
and the central hydropower plant, improves the tailrace 
channel and implements dam safety monitor programs at 
Nurek hydropower plant, 
replaces 100 distribution 
transformers, and upgrades 
over 450 kilometers of 
distribution networks 
serving 55 villages in 
Khatlon region. The Jangal 
and Novaya substations 
serving Dushanbe are 
also upgraded.

 ĥ ADB approves the Agriculture Rehabilitation 
Project, which helps raise farmers’ income in six 
districts of Tajikistan: Bobojon Gafurov, Jabor Rasulov, 
Bokhtar, Vakhsh, Kolkhozabad, and Vose. The project 
rehabilitates major irrigation and drainage systems, 
directly benefiting over 470,000 people and improving 
around 85,000 hectares of land. Over 180,000 people 
have improved access to potable water.

 ĥ The Emergency Baipaza Landslide Stabilization 
Project is approved. This helps the government restore 
the functioning of the Baipaza hydropower station, 
carry out slope stabilization works, improve disaster 
preparedness, and develop long-term solutions to 
natural risks.

 ĥ ADB opens its resident mission in Dushanbe. The 
Tajikistan Resident Mission is the primary link for ADB’s 
work with the government, the private sector, civil 
society, and development partners. 

 ĥ ADB approves its first investment to rehabilitate 
the 340-kilometer regional road linking Dushanbe 
with Rasht, Jirgital, and Karamyk, and further with the 
Kyrgyz Republic and the People’s Republic of China. 
From that point, ADB provides a total of over $118 
million to improve this road. 

 ĥ ADB approves a project on regional customs 
modernization and infrastructure development. 
This develops a unified automated information 
system to process customs declarations, installs 
the system in 72 customs posts, and trains 
customs officers in its operation. The project 
also constructs and rehabilitates priority border 
posts, and procures vehicles, X-ray machines, 
and diesel generators.

 ĥ ADB approves 
a $20 million social 
sector project that 
rehabilitates and 
equips 117 schools and 
190 health care facilities in 
Khatlon and Sugd regions and trains over 
63,000 teachers, 256 social protection 
staff, and 237 family doctors and nurses.

 ĥ A $5 million emergency flood 
rehabilitation project is approved to 
restore public infrastructure damaged by 
floods and landslides in the hardest-hit 
areas of Tajikistan: priority roads, bridges, 
river bank protection works, schools, 
irrigation and water supply systems, power 
distribution lines, and telephone networks. 

 ĥ Emergency restoration of the Yovon water 
conveyance system is approved, to rehabilitate 
11,724 hectares of land damaged by a strong 
earthquake and consequent flooding and 
improve access to potable water for 56,000 
people in three districts in southern Tajikistan—
Yovon, Gozimalik, and Khojamaston. 

 ĥ The first Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction 
(JFPR) grant project is approved 
to help farmers improve 
crops, and for women 
to start small 
businesses.

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Timeline

 ĥ Irrigation rehabilitation project is approved.  
The project partially rehabilitates seven irrigation 
systems and cleans four drainage systems, 
improving an area of over 55,000 hectares in 
Asht, Farhor, Pyanj, Rushan, and Vahdat. Close to 
32,000 people benefit from the improved drinking 
water supply in the selected project areas. The 
project also includes emergency rehabilitation 
works in Hamadoni district following extreme flood 
damage in June 2005. It helps strengthen bank 
protection structures along the Pyanj River and 
construct the Chubek intake canal. 
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 ĥ ADB approves a 
$122 million grant 
for regional power 
transmission. The project 
improves power supply 
for domestic consumers 
and regional power 
trade. It constructs three 
new 220 kilovolt power 
transmission lines (total 216 
kilometers): Kairakum–Asht, Geran–Rumi, and Kairakum–
Sughd; constructs and rehabilitates five major substations: 
Regar, Rumi, Baipaza, Kairakum, and Geran-2; installs a 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system 
connecting 44 substations and the national control center 
in Dushanbe; and supports the restructuring of Barki Tojik 
to improve its operational performance.

 ĥ ADB disburses a $40 million grant for crisis recovery 
support. The program helps the government maintain 
critical social expenditures imperiled by the global 
economic crisis, such as salaries and welfare payments 
for vulnerable groups, as well as food and medicines. 
It also gives the government financial leeway to push 
through with investments to preserve jobs and create 
new ones for returning migrant workers. 

 ĥ ADB and Tajikistan sign a 
$120 million grant agreement 
to improve the Dushanbe–
Tursunzade–Uzbekistan border 
road. The grant project upgrades 
the 57-kilometer highway 
and the 2.7-kilometer Gissar 
access road, improves the Dusti 
border crossing point, and helps 
vulnerable rural women open 
sewing workshops, bakeries, 
cattle ranches, and other 
business ventures.

 ĥ ADB approves a regional power 
transmission interconnection project 
that constructs a 220 kilovolt 
transmission line linking hydropower 
stations on Tajikistan’s Vakhsh River 
with Afghanistan.* The regional 
power transmission line allows export 
of Tajikistan’s power surplus to meet 
shortfalls in neighboring Afghanistan, 
which leads to revenue streams 
of around $50 million a year for 
Tajikistan.

 ĥ Tajikistan hosts the Sixth CAREC Ministerial 
Conference in Dushanbe. Participants of this 
conference endorse the 10-year CAREC Transport 
and Trade Facilitation Strategy to develop six strategic 
transport and trade corridors linking CAREC countries 
to each other and to major international markets; and 
the CAREC Institute Prospectus, which outlines the 
mission, purpose, goals, and plans for establishment of 
the Institute.

 ĥ ADB President Haruhiko Kuroda visits 
Tajikistan, meets with Tajikistan President 
Emomali Rahmon, other senior government 
officials and development partners, travels 
to the flood-affected Hamadoni district, 
and witnesses the signing of two project 
agreements to support road rehabilitation 
and trade finance deals. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

 ĥ ADB approves a $55 million grant 
to build a new 500 kilovolt switchyard 
at the Nurek hydropower plant. The 
project removes the risk of disasters 
disabling the switchyard and stabilizes 
the flow of electricity coming from this 
strategically important power plant.

 ĥ Tajikistan and ADB sign the Khatlon Province Flood 
Risk Management Project to reduce socioeconomic 
damage caused by floods in one of the most 
flood-prone regions of Tajikistan. A major part of 
the project is rehabilitation of the flood protection 
embankment along the Pyanj River, which borders 
Tajikistan and neighboring Afghanistan. 

* ADB placed on hold its assistance in Afghanistan effective 15 August 2021. ADB Statement on Afghanistan | Asian Development Bank (published on 10 
November 2021). Manila.
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 ĥ ADB approves a total 
of $215 million in grant 
assistance to Tajikistan, to 
improve health care services 
in three districts (Fayzobod, 
Rasht, and Shamsiddin 
Shohin); to reconnect 
Tajikistan’s electricity system to 
the Central Asian Power System 
through interconnection with the 
Uzbekistan system; to help Tajikistan 
prepare and respond to natural hazards and climate 
change, and reduce the impact of disasters on its 
people; to rehabilitate the Dushanbe–Bokhtar road; 
to rehabilitate and expand climate-resilient water 
supply and sanitation infrastructure in the southeast 
of Dushanbe; and to upgrade the State Agency for 
Hydrometeorology.

 ĥ ADB approves a $110 million 
grant to construct the Obigarm–
Nurobod road. The project builds 
the highway and secondary roads 
between the towns of Obigarm 
and Nurobod in the northeast of 
the country. The new highway will 
replace the existing road, which will 
cease operation to make way for the 
Rogun hydroelectric plant currently 
under construction.

 ĥ ADB approves a $54 million 
grant to improve electricity supply to 
households and industry in Tajikistan. 
The project reduces energy losses 
through metering the entire high- and 
medium-voltage transmission grid 
and expands transmission capacity in 
Panjakent district. 

 ĥ Tajikistan hosts the 16th CAREC Ministerial 
Conference in Dushanbe. Participants of this 
conference endorse the CAREC 2030 Strategy. 
This broadens CAREC’s mandate to include 
supporting regional economic and financial 
stability and regional initiatives in tourism, 
agriculture and water resources, and health and 
education. At the same time, CAREC maintains 
a focus on the existing priority areas of 
transport, energy, trade, and economic corridor 
development.

 ĥ ADB’s Country Partnership 
Strategy for Tajikistan 2016–2020 
is endorsed. The strategy aims 
to help the government achieve 
sustained and inclusive growth 
that is less susceptible to external 
shocks and create higher-paying 
jobs. Three pathways help achieve 
this: (i) continue infrastructure 
investments in energy and transport 
where ADB has had a lead role 
and initiate support for integrated 
urban development; (ii) sequence 
investment climate reforms and 
TVET, backed by knowledge work 
focusing on economic diversification; 
and (iii) integrate food security 
with value chain development, 
water resources management, and 
climate change adaptation targeting 
poorer regions. 

 ĥ ADB approves a $32 million 
project to modernize the technical 
and vocational education and 
training (TVET) system in 
Tajikistan. The project develops 
industry-endorsed standards and 
competency-based training and 
assessment tools for 17 priority 
occupations; upgrades physical 
learning and teaching facilities in 
29 TVET institutions; strengthens 
governance and management; 
and improves access to quality 
programs. 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

 ĥ ADB approves a $100 million 
grant to rehabilitate the Ayni–
Panjakent–Uzbekistan border 
road. The project reconstructs 
113 kilometers of the road between 
Ayni–Panjakent and the border with 
Uzbekistan, including 31 bridges; 
constructs the Sarazm border 
crossing point; improves road 
safety; and builds business skills of 
residents.

 ĥ ADB approves a total of $250 million in 
grant assistance to Tajikistan to rehabilitate 
Golovnaya hydropower plant, improve the 
Vose–Khovaling and Khovaling–Kangurt roads, 
reduce the adverse effects of climate change 
in 59 villages in the Pyanj River basin, promote 
energy efficiency and environmentally friendly 
homes, upgrade the Guliston border crossing 
point and develop a national single window 
facility, and improve access of isolated rural 
communities and strengthen health services in 
the Rasht Valley.

 ĥ ADB prepares a country 
diagnostic study for Tajikistan to 
identify challenges and opportunities 
for export diversification and 
growth. Reviving the industrial 
sector and diversifying exports is 
key to expanding job opportunities 
outside the agriculture sector, and 
creating a more inclusive society, 
the report notes. Potential areas that 
offer promise include agro-food 
processing, crop and animal farming, 
textiles and garments, and mining 
and quarrying. To develop these new 
niche opportunities, the government 
should facilitate and support the 
private sector as the key catalyst 
for change.

 ĥ ADB approves $60 million 
in budget support assistance for 
the first phase of a program to 
expand economic opportunities, 
develop the private sector, 
and attract investments to 
Tajikistan. The program includes 
reforms to help reduce costs 
of doing business, strengthen 
protection for businesses, and 
increase business innovation 
and productivity. Major reforms 
include conducting a new 
regulatory impact analysis 
system for newly proposed legal 
acts, improving transparency 
through the disclosure of 
business ownership, reforming 
Tajikstandard’s functions, and 
developing a new electricity tariff 
policy to eliminate cross-customer 
price subsidies.
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 ĥ ADB’s 2022 assistance program 
for Tajikistan is set at $211.2 million 
in grant for five new projects 
(i) developing urban infrastructure, 
(ii) improving the financial sector, 
(iii) enhancing disaster resilience, 

(iv) coping with external 
shocks, and (v) further 

improving roads.

 ĥ A further $160 million of 
investments in the finance, 
education, natural resources, 
energy, and agriculture sectors is 
under preparation for 2023. 

 ĥ ADB’s 2021–2025 Country 
Partnership Strategy for Tajikistan 
is approved. This focuses on 
improving the quality of the 
country’s economic growth by 
supporting government efforts 
to increase productivity and 
mobilize private investments. 
ADB operations in Tajikistan 
pursue three strategic priorities: 
(i) supporting structural reforms 
to enhance resource allocation 
and mobilization, (ii) improving 
labor productivity through 
human capital development, and 
(iii) fostering better livelihoods 
through investment in a 
land-linked economy.

 ĥ ADB provides a $25 million 
grant to procure over 3.3 million 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
with safety boxes and syringes, 
and logistics to transport them 
to national, regional, and district 
health facilities around the 

country; and to strengthen the 
country’s capacity to implement its 
vaccination program.  

 ĥ ADB approves a $30 million 
grant to modernize the Yovon 
irrigation and drainage system 
in the lower Vakhsh River Basin. 
The project boosts agricultural 
productivity and increases 
opportunities for women in land 
and water management.

 ĥ ADB approves a 
total of $320 million 
in grant assistance 
for Tajikistan to 
help the government 
mitigate the adverse 
economic and social impacts of 
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic; to 
strengthen the skills of the country’s youth, women, 
and labor migrants and enhance the capacity of 
employment and migration agencies; to rehabilitate 
the Dangara–Okmazor and Hulbuk–Kangurt roads; 
to accelerate the implementation of ongoing 
reforms and improve the financial sustainability 
of the energy sector; to improve the financial 
system and fiscal management; and to construct a 
sediment excluding basin in the Chubek irrigation 
system in the southern part of the country.

2020 2021 20232022

$160 
million

Finance

Education Energy

Agriculture

Natural
Resources
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Looking Forward

ADB’s Country Partnership Strategy, 2021–2025 for 
Tajikistan is aligned with ADB’s Strategy 2030 and the 
country’s National Development Strategy 2030. Guided by 
this, ADB pursues three strategic priorities: (i) supporting 
structural reforms to enhance resource allocation and 
mobilization, (ii) improving labor productivity through 
human capital development, and (iii) fostering better 
livelihoods through investment in a land-linked economy.

ADB assists government-led structural reforms to 
transform Tajikistan into a more attractive destination for 
foreign and domestic private investors. To improve labor 

productivity, ADB continues its support for education and 
market-relevant skills development and helps strengthen 
health services and social protection. To enhance livelihoods 
and food security, ADB supports agricultural production and 
natural resource management, improves urban services in 
Dushanbe and secondary cities, taps the tourism potential 
of the country, and develops roads to connect rural and 
urban areas with neighboring countries. 

ADB seeks to address climate change and promote 
gender equality, regional cooperation and integration in its 
operations, while developing its private sector operations. 
The bank also provides strategic knowledge support. 

ADB looks forward to a continuing partnership with 
Tajikistan to help the country address its key development 
challenges, improve resilience to external shocks, and 
achieve sustainable and inclusive growth. 
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Tajikistan and ADB: 25 Years of Partnership

This brochure summarizes the 25-year partnership between Tajikistan and ADB to help improve the lives 
of the country’s people. It provides an overview of ADB’s $2.5 billion assistance to Tajikistan and a timeline 
of key initiatives. The brochure outlines how ADB and Tajikistan are continuing to work together to address 
development challenges, improve resilience to external shocks, and promote sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth.

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific,  
while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 members 
—49 from the region. Its main instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, 
loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.

 

Tajikistan Resident Mission

The Tajikistan Resident Mission is the primary link for ADB’s work with the government, private sector, 
civil society, and development partners. The resident mission engages in policy dialogue, develops country 
partnership strategies, manages portfolios, implements projects, coordinates with and promotes relations 
with development stakeholders, and shares development knowledge in Tajikistan.

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
Tajikistan Resident Mission 
2, Huvaydulloev Street  
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 734049
Tel +992 37 2210558
adbtjrm@adb.org




