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Background of the Meeting
The burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in Asia and the Pacific continues to grow. For developing
countries, this means that increased investments in health will be required to counter the burden and associated impact such as demands on healthcare systems, lost productivity, and the resulting poverty. Governments need to invest in high-impact innovations and strategies. To support this agenda, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) is convening this conference to discuss key areas where investments in health could be
most effective.
In response to the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) findings of the increasing prevalence and cost of
obesity, the meeting will provide the opportunity for common member countries (CMCs) of ADB and Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) and other developing member countries (DMCs) of ADB to review financing needs
for the implementation of priority interventions addressing NCD programs and to identify resource mobilization opportunities, as well as next steps for joint action.

Purpose
Focused sessions are designed to present (i) the need for a changing paradigm for the prevention and management of NCDs, (ii) advancing data to support a system-wide response to NCDs, (iii) service delivery
challenges for NCDs, and (iv) funding innovations for NCDs. These areas are clustered to emphasize the need
to balance demands for effective health service and service-delivery improvement. Considering that some of
the most innovative developments in technology come from Asia, the conference will also provide opportunities for participants to share knowledge and exchange ideas about what works and what should be done to
improve strategies against NCDs.
The meeting will also provide a platform for CMCs and DMCs that have successfully received support from
the ADB, ADBI, and IDB to share their experiences, which will be beneficial to potential recipients.

Expected Outcomes
•

Priority interventions in national NCD control plans identified.

•

Opportunities and best practices in seeking funding from a range of potential funding partners disseminated.
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Programme at a Glance
DAY 1 (July 16)
8:30–9:00
9:00–9:30
9:30–9:55
9:55–10:20

Registration

Opening Session (Aud A–C)
Plenary – Burden of Non-communicable Diseases (NCDs) in Asia and the Pacific (Aud A–C)
Plenary – Best Buys for NCDs according to the Disease Control Priorities Program (DCP3) (Aud A–
C)

10:20–10:50
10:50–11:15

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity
Plenary – Addressing the Gaps in Health Care Services in NCDs (Aud A–C)

11:15–11:40

Plenary – Urbanization and NCDs (AudiA–C)

11:40–12:30

Panel Discussion – Outlook of NCDs in Asia and the Pacific (Aud A–C)

12:30–1:30
1:30–3:00

Lunch (Executive Dining Room)
Parallel Sessions
Panel 1 – Getting the Message Across (Aud A–

Panel 2 – Encouraging Physical Activity (Aud C–

B)

D)

3:00–3:30
3:30–5:00

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity
Panel 3 – Reconfiguring How Health Facilities
and Health Services Are Provided (Aud A–B)

5:00–7:00

Welcome Cocktails (Executive Dining Room)

DAY 2 (July 17)
9:00–10:30
Panel 5 – Improving Access to Treatment (Aud
A–B)

10:30–11:00

Panel 4 – Holistic Approach to Addressing NCD
Patient’s Needs (Aud C–D)

Panel 6 – Food matters: Non-fiscal Policies to
Improve Nutrition (Aud C–D)

11:00–12:30

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity
Panel 7 – Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Panel 8 – Where There Is Smoke: Fiscal Policies
Is: Fiscal Policies to Improve Nutrition (Aud A– and Cessation Interventions to Improve TobacB)
co Control (Aud C–D)

12:30–12:50

Pitch for the Development Marketplace

12:50–2.00
2:00–4:00

Lunch (Executive Dining Room)
Digital Technology and Innovations for NCD (Development Marketplace)

4:00–4:30

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity

4:30–5:30

Yoga Class

6:30–8:30

Health Policy Discussion – Deep-Dive into DCP3 (Dinner Hosted by IDB)
(Venue to be confirmed)

DAY 3 (July 18)
9:00–3:00
Investing in NCD Best
Buys:Cancer
(Aud B)

3:00–3:30

Investing in Mental
Health Interventions
(Aud C)

Double-Duty Actions
for Healthier Diets
and Healthier People
(Aud D)

Trade-Health Policy
Coherence for NCDs
(Annex 2)

3:30–4:30

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity
Closing Panel: Priorities and Financing Gaps for NCDs and Call to Action (Aud A–C)

4:30–5:00

Closing Remarks (Aud A–C)

Session 1 – Outlook of NCDs in Asia and the Pacific
The opening session focuses on presenting the current NCD burden in Asia and the Pacific. This session will
provide the common groundwork for countries to consider, given the increased burden of NCDs within countries. Invited speakers in this session will come from various backgrounds and field of expertise to make the
case for governments to take a bolder step against NCDs.

Plenary Speakers
Opening Remarks
Bambang Susantono, PhD, Vice-President, Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development,
ADB
Vice-President Susantono assumed the position in July 2015 and is responsible for managing ADB’s
Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department, and Department of Communications. Before this, he was the Indonesia’s Vice-Minister
of Transportation and Deputy Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development. He has chaired several research institutes and taught at universities. He was also a board member for airline, port, telecommunications and media companies. Vice-President Susantono holds a PhD in infrastructure planning and
master’s in Transportation Engineering, and City and Regional Planning from the University of California
Berkeley.
Sami Ahmad Faruqi, MSCE, Social Infrastructure Global Practice Manager, Islamic Development Bank
Sami Ahmad Faruqi is presently heading the Social Infrastructure Global Practice, covering core business
sectors of Water Resources, Urban Development, Health and Education in the Islamic Development
Bank, headquartered in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He was previously the Division Manager for Water Resources & Environment with portfolio covering all 57 Member Countries (2015-2017). He also served as
the Division Manager for Operations Policy and as Head of Project Procurement in the Bank (2009 –
2015).Working with IDB for the last 17 years, he has managed a diversified portfolio in several sectors
and regions. He has also developed and implemented Special Programs for Reconstruction in countries
affected by natural disasters as well as for Communities in Non Member Countries. Sami Faruqi’s career
has taken him through 30 years of study, research, project management and administration. His professional experience covers preparation of development programs, implementation of engineering projects &
social sector programs, contracts and portfolio management in different positions of responsibility in both
public and private sectors.He holds two advanced degrees at Masters level; Civil Engineering from NED
University, Pakistan and International Program Management from Leeds University, UK.
Eric Domingo, MD, Undersecretary, Department of Health, Philippines
Dr. Eric Domingo is an ophthalmologist with specialization in in Ophthalmic Oncology and Pathology. In
2001, he was appointed as Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health, after which he was assigned
as project manager of the Sentro Oftalmologico Jose Rizal (Spanish government grant to the Philippine
government) from 2005-2006. From 2007-2009, he became the Deputy Director for Administration of the
Philippine General Hospital. In 2010, he became the Director of the Philippine General Hospital. Currently, he is also an associate professor at the UP College of Medicine and university researcher at the UP
Manila Institute of Ophthalmology.
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Burden of NCDs in Asia and the Pacific
Thaksaphon Thamarangsi, MD, Director of the Department of Non-Communicable Diseases and Environmental Health, World Health Organization Regional Office for South-East Asia
Dr. Thamarangsi obtained his Doctor of Medicine and Master of Public Health from Mahidol University, Thailand, and PhD from Massey University, New Zealand. Previously, he was the director of the International
Health Policy Program (2015), Health Promotion Policy Research Center (2013–2015), Center for Alcohol
Studies (2009–2013), Manager for the Thai NCD Network (2013–2015) and, member of the Thailand delegation to various global health governance forums.
Best Buys for NCDs according to the DCP3
Dean T. Jamison, PhD, Emeritus Professor, Institute for Global Health Sciences, University of California,
San Francisco
In addition to UCSF, Prof. Jamison has been with UCLA and the University of Washington and served as T. &
G. Angelopoulos Visiting Professor at the Harvard Kennedy School and the Harvard T. H. Chan School of
Public Health (2006–2008). He previously worked at the World Bank as a research economist and as manager of the bank’s Education Policy Division and of its Health, Nutrition and Population Division. Dean was lead
author for the Bank’s 1993 World Development Report, Investing in Health. Prof. Jamison studied at Stanford
(MS Engineering Science) and at Harvard (PhD Economics, under K. J. Arrow). In 1994, he was elected to
membership in the Academy of Medicine of the US National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine. Prof. Jamison served as co-chair with Lawrence H. Summers of The Lancet Commission on Investing in
Health (The Lancet, December 2013). Most recently, he led work on the nine-volume Disease Control Priorities series of the World Bank and was lead author of its synthesizing publication (The Lancet, December
2017).

Addressing the Gaps in Health Care Services in NCDs
Thalia Georgiou, Managing Partner, Asia Care Group
Ms. Georgiou leads Asia Care Group, a specialist firm focused on the delivery of healthcare strategy engagements across Asia-Pacific. She has 15 years’ senior healthcare management experience, and has worked
across the industry—with governments, development organizations, international nongovernment organization’s and public and private payors and providers on complex system change. Ms. Georgiou’s principal areas
of focus are health reform and financing, and she has served an international clientele including advising the
governments of the Bermuda, Canada, Hong Kong, UK, and Vietnam on health financing issues. Previously,
Ms. Georgiou was the regional head of health at KPMG and led the firms’ healthcare practice out of Hong
Kong, China. Before coming to Asia, Ms. Georgiou was the Head of Public Health for London and led the
planning of public health services in the UK capital. Ms. Georgiou has also worked extensively in National
Health Service Hospitals on the planning and delivery of public services.
Candace Albert, Senior Managing Consultant for Healthcare, Asia Care Group
Ms. Albert is a health management professional based in Hong Kong, where she serves as a senior managing consultant for Asia Care Group’s healthcare strategy engagements. With a decade of healthcare experience, Ms. Albert holds expertise in the areas of sustainable health systems, public service design, and noncommunicable diseases, through her work with a number of federal and regional government health agencies. Before joining Asia Care Group in 2017, Ms. Albert worked for the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
and later the federal government in the United States, and for OECD in Paris. At the Asia Care Group, Ms.
Albert applies her knowledge of the healthcare landscape and emerging market trends everyday, to build new
consulting services and solutions targeted to the changing environment of healthcare markets in Asia and the
Pacific.
Urbanization and NCDs
Prabhat Jha, MD, DPhil, Epidemiology Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto,
Canada
Professor Prabhat Jha is also the founding director of the Centre for Global Health Research at St. Michael’s
Hospital in Toronto, Canada. His research areas include epidemiology studies on the major causes of death
in developing countries, use of routine mortality data in analytic epidemiology, and tobacco control policy in
developed and developing countries.

Panel Discussion–Outlook of NCDs in Asia and the Pacific
NCDs are a growing burden in Asia but there are several developments that can allow countries to be more
progressive in ddressing this problem.
Moderator
Matthias Helble, PhD, Senior Economist, Co-chair, Research Department, Asian Development Bank Institute
Dr. Helble’s research interests include international trade, health, environment, and infrastructure. His latest
work has included estimating the economic costs of obesity in Asia and the Pacific, as well as fiscal
measures to control this increasing burden. Dr. Helble began his professional career in the trade team of
the Development Research Group of the World Bank in Washington, DC, before joining the World Health
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, where he was responsible for research on the intersection of trade
and health.
Speakers
Dudley Tarlton, Programme Specialist for Health and Development, Bureau of Policy and Programme Support, UNDP
Mr. Tarlton focuses on health partnerships, and covers issues including NCDs, health governance, the economic determinants of health and the sustainable development agenda. He works closely with partners
such as WHO, the FCTC Secretariat, and the Global Fund. He supports countries in identifying and implementing the most effective policies for preventing and controlling NCDs, and in turn expanding their economies and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. He is currently collaborating with WHO and the
FCTC secretariat on the development of investment cases on NCDs and tobacco control in 35 countries.
Dudley has worked with UNDP on health and development since 2004, first at the headquarters in New
York, then at the UNDP Russian Federation office, the Bratislava Regional Center, the UNDP Representative Office in Geneva and, now UNDP Istanbul. Before joining UNDP, he worked at the UN International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague from 2000 to 2003.
Pascale Allotey, PhD, Director, United Nations University International Institute for Global Health (UNUIIGH)
Professor Allotey has a multidisciplinary background in clinical health sciences, anthropology, and epidemiology. Her community-based research has focused on equity and the health of populations marginalized by
gender, ethnicity, migration status, religion, and poverty. The policy implications of this work have linked
intersecting determinants of health to health systems, human rights ,and social justice. Recently, she has
explored implementation research in addressing solutions to diseases of poverty, NCDs and sexual and
reproductive health and rights. Professor Allotey has worked across four continents to promote health and
well-being with a focus on engagement of communities. Before joining UNU, she was professor of public
health and deputy head of the School of Medicine at Monash University (Malaysia) and founding associate
director of the SEACO health observatory. She serves on several technical and governance bodies of international organizations and currently chairs the gender and rights panel for the Sexual and Reproductive
Health Department of WHO. Professor Allotey currently holds an adjunct professorial appointment with
Monash University Malaysia. She is widely published, having authored over 100 book chapters, commissioned reports and scientific peer-reviewed articles.
Viroj Tangcharoensathien, MD, PhD Senior Advisor on Global Health, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand
Secretary General, International Health Policy Program Foundation
Dr Tangcharoensathien received his medical degree in 1980, served for 9 years in rural district hospitals in
the northeast province of Thailand, where he received the Best Rural Doctor award in 1986 from the Thai
Medical Association under Royal Patronage. In 1990, Dr Tangcharoensathien received his PhD in health
planning and financing from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He won the Woodruff
Medal in 1991 for his outstanding PhD thesis, and the Edwin Chadwick Medal in 2011 for his contributions
to improving health systems in the interests of the poor. He co-founded the International Health Policy Program in 1998, an arm’s-length quasi-public agency affiliated with the ministry, to build capacity in health
policy and systems research, generate evidence, and influence policy in Thailand. He has published 200
articles in international peer review journals since 1989.

#SupportIAAN

Ammar Abdo Ahmed, MD, PhD, Senior Global Health Specialist, Islamic Development Bank
Dr. Ahmed is in charge of health’s policy and strategy, designing and appraising cross-regional health programs and providing expertise in global health financing, partnership for health, disease control and prevention, maternal newborn and child health to IDB Member Countries. His areas of expertise include training,
research and development for health. Between 2014 and mid-2018, he has also managed a health portfolio
amounting to US$ 300 million as project team leader for health in Cameroon, Niger, Sudan, Tunisia and
Western African Health Organization. Before joining IDB in 2014, Dr. Ammar was the regional director of
the Medicine Preventive Agency (AMP). In this role, he funded and ran the LAMIVAC, an international reference laboratory for vaccinology research and training. He has served for the Ministry of Public Health in
Djibouti as director of Prevention of Prevention and Public Hygiene, director of Epidemiology and Health
Information, founder and general director of the National Institute of Public Health of Djibouti and advisor to
the Minister of Health. He conducted regional public health strategies related to infectious diseases, HIV/
AIDS, and Expanded Program of Immunization with the US-Navy Medical Research Unit-3 (NAMRU-3), the
US-Centers for Disease Control, WHO and the Center for Environmental Health Action. At the National Institute of Public Health of Djibouti, he established the Central Public Health Laboratory with the support of
NAMU-3. He has also served for the Ministry of High Education and Research as general director of the
National Institute of High Health Sciences. He teaches Public Health and Epidemiology at Djibouti's Medical
School. Finally, he has a record of research publications in peer-reviewers journals. Dr. Ammar holds a MD
as well as a PhD in Public Health and a MPH in epidemiology from the University Pierre and Marie Curie
(Paris 6) in France.
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Session 2–Changing paradigm in managing NCDs
Many countries in Asia and the Pacific have health systems that are ready to deal with communicable diseases but have limited capacity to respond to NCDs. Recognizing the need to change the health systems paradigm, the session will present innovations and actions that can improve country responses to the need to
manage the growing threat of NCDs.

Panel 1 – Getting the Message Across
Information is a powerful tool to combat NCDs. Individuals must be empowered through information that
will help them promote and sustain good health and lifestyle. This can be done through health promotion
activities involving behavioral change at various levels. With technology, information can be further harnessed in order to influence or change behavior. It can also be used to reach and urge different stakeholders
to take real and responsive actions against the disease. This session will showcase innovative health promotion activities and discuss how effective social media campaigns and digital platforms can be used to combat
NCDs.
Moderator
Vicky C. L. Tan, Principal Director, Department of Communications, Asian Development Bank
As Principal Director, of the Department of Communications, Ms. Vicky C.L. Tan is responsible for external and internal communications of the Bank. Ms. Tan was ADB’s Budget Director from 2016-2018, responsible for strategic resource planning and budget management (a position she held since June
2016). Prior to this, Ms. Tan was Director, Regional Cooperation and Operations Coordination Division in
the Central and West Asia Regional Department for nearly five years. Ms. Tan joined ADB in 2000
through ADB’s Private Sector Operations Department and worked both financial sector and infrastructure
divisions. She was Financial Specialist from 2004-2007 in the Southeast Asia Regional Department and
led ADB’s reform programs for Lao PDR’s banking sector (both state owned commercial and rural
banks), public financial management/supreme audit organization, among others. Ms. Tan served in the
Management Offices from 2007-2011, as Senior Advisor to the Vice President-Finance and Administration.
Speakers
Beth Ann Lopez, Director of Public Affairs, mClinica
At mClinica, Ms. Lopez built a team to launch mClinica’s mobile application SwipeRx in Vietnam, which
now has mClinica’s fastest-growing user base. She previously led mClinica’s expansion to Cambodia.
Before joining mClinica, Ms. Lopez worked in international development in Southeast Asia for 5 years.
She was consultant for the impact evaluation of a $57-million USAID childhood nutrition project, wrote
policy recommendations for the Royal Thai government to improve a migrant health insurance scheme,
and served in the Peace Corps in Cambodia from 2012 to 2014. Ms. Lopez has an MPH in Health Policy
degree from the Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health.
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Joseph Holandes Ubalde, Columnist/Digital and Social Media Consultant
Mr. Ubalde is a digital communications consultant and social media strategist. He was the chief consultant for new media of the Philippine government’s Presidential Communications Operations Office, where
he co-wrote the groundbreaking Social Media Policy for Government Use. He joined the government in
December 2016 after working for several years at the local television network TV5 as content manager of
www.News5.com.ph.

Jenny Lei Ravelo, Senior Reporter, Devex
Ms. Ravelo is a Devex Senior Reporter based in Manila. She covers global health, with a particular focus
on the World Health Organization, and other development and humanitarian aid trends in Asia-Pacific.
Before joining Devex, she wrote for ABS-CBN, one of the largest broadcasting networks in the Philippines, and was a copy editor for various international scientific journals. She received her journalism degree from the University of Santo Tomas.
Sin Sovann, MD, Deputy Director, National Center for Health Promotion, Ministry of Health Cambodia
Dr. Sovann graduated in 1991 from the faculty of medicine, the University of Health Sciences, Phnom
Penh, Cambodia. In 1999, he got his Master in Primary Health Care Management (MPHM) degree from
Mahidol University, Thailand. Dr. Sovann has extensive experiences drawn from nearly 20 years of work
in tobacco control program in Cambodia. In the area of mass media campaign, he has a major role in
implementing the Communication for Behavioral Impact (COMBI) program on ante-natal care, complementary feeding for child from 6–12 months, and tobacco is eating your baby alive. In the areas of research, he was a principal investigator in the conduct of 2014 opinion polls on pictorial health warning,
and the results of this study leads to the development of sub-decree on 55% pictorial health warning year
2015; and the Cambodia Global Youth Tobacco Surveys in 2003, 2011, and 2016, which bolstered the
development of the country’s Law on Tobacco Control, and various sub-decrees. Currently, he takes
charge of the tobacco control program of the Ministry of Health, and is assistant professor at the ministry’s School of Public Health.
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Panel 2 – Encouraging Physical Activity
co-convened with IHPP
Physical inactivity has become one of the most significant health issues of the twenty-first century. In many
countries, physical activity is disappearing from daily life. Consistent international data indicates that inactivity directly accounts for between 1 and 4 per cent of all healthcare costs. Participation in sport and active recreation can make a substantial contribution to reducing physical inactivity, preventing associated noncommunicable diseases, and improving health and well-being. The panel will throw light on frameworks like
the Kazan Action Plan and the Global Action Plan on Physical Activity (GAPPA), that enable the alignment and
integration of sport-based approaches with multi-sectoral implementation strategies that can leverage significant benefits for improved health and well-being. Insights will be shared on how sport-based approaches
through active youth participation can be designed to be accessible and inclusive, taking into account and
seeking to address wider social, economic and environmental factors that affect health and well-being. The
session will also delve deeper into the need for governments to identify priorities for investment in sportbased infrastructure and activities that offer greatest potential impact on health and well-being.

Moderator
ElBashier Sallam, MD, Lead Global Management Health, Social Infrastructure Division, Economic & Social
Infrastructure Department.
Dr. ElBashier joined IsDB in 2007 as Senior Health Expert and is currenly responsible for overseeing implementation of the Bank-wide Health portfolio besides advising the Management on issues related to Global
Health including the partnership with relevant key partners and donors. Previously, Dr. ElBashier held the
position of Manager of the Health Division at the IsDB Human Development Department where he contributed to identification of the key thematic focus for IsDB support for Health. Before joining IsDB Dr. ElBashier
served as a technical officer with WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF (1995-2006); and Director of Epidemiology
Department, Federal Ministry of Health (1994-1995) in Sudan. He has an extensive advisory exeprience with
governments, UN agnecies, Civil-based Organzations (CBOs) and International Non-Govermental Organizations (INGOs) in the field of Health. Dr. ElBashier is a qualified Community Physician, Fellow of the Sudan
Medical Specializations Board (SMSB), holder of Master of Public Health (Mahidol University-Thailand) and
Diploma of Medicine and Surgery (University of Craivoa-Romania).
Speakers
Shruti Mehta, Youth Project Designer, ADB Youth For Asia
Ms. Mehta is the Youth Project leader as a part of Asian Development Bank (ADB) Youth for Asia initiative.
Her focus lies specifically on designing meaningful and innovative components for youth engagement in the
urban, water and health sectors. She has a specific interest in the role for sport and development and is a
member of the Asia-Pacific Youth and Sport Task Force, led by UNESCO. Before her current role, she
worked as the Executive Assistant to the Chief executive officer of The Akanksha Foundation a non-profit
organization in Mumbai. She has degree in Banking and Insurance and has completed her Masters in International Management from the University of Bath in the United Kingdom. In the past she has taught English
in schools in the Himalayan mountain range in India and in Turkey. She has played tennis and table competitively in the past and continues to play in her free time.
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Catherine Carty, Project Manager for the UNESCO Chair,Institute of Technology Tralee
Ms. Carty manages the project ‘Transforming the lives of People with Disabilities their Families and Communities in Physical Education, Sport, Fitness & Recreation’ at the Institute of Technology Tralee, Ireland. The
chair works closely with UNESCO to advance the Sports Policy Follow up framework of the Kazan Action
Plan. Ms. Carty has diverse experience in the areas of inclusive physical activity, wellness, and education
through her policy and programme development, lecturing, and research experience. As manager of a globally focused research center, she aims to maximize the impact of diverse thinking and interdisciplinary approaches in developing practical sustainable solutions that will make the most of opportunities for well-being
for all.

Orana Chandrasiri, Researcher, IHPP, Thailand
Before her current job, Ms. Chandrasiri worked at the international relations section of the Thai Health Promotion Foundation, an autonomous state agency that funds national health promotion activities using surcharge tax revenues collected from the tobacco and alcohol industries. Her work mainly related to advancing
policies at the national, regional, and global levels, including initiating multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder’s
joint actions on physical activity promotion. She has just finished her secondment at the World Health Organization headquarters in Geneva involving the development of the Global Action Plan for Physical Activity. She
is currently conducting a research project that examines the complex relationship between built environment
and physical activity. Her recent publication investigates the role of urban public parks in promoting physical
activity and a healthy lifestyle in Thailand. She likes to run in the park, walk, and use public transportation to
work, and finished her first marathon last year.

Caroline Baxter Tresise, Sports specialist and Lead of Asia-Pacific Youth and Sport Task Force, UNESCO
Ms. Tresise is a youth and sport specialist, currently working at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Her areas
of expertise include preventative healthcare, youth development and gender equality through sport and physical activity. An advocate for promoting physical activity as critical to the prevention of NCDs, she is dedicated to widening the evidence base for sport as a cost-effective and important intervention. While based in
Bangkok from 2014 - 2018, Ms. Tresise relaunched UNESCO’s sport programme in Southeast Asia and established the UNESCO Youth and Sport Task Force, a dedicated network of young leaders operationalizing
sport for development at the grassroots level. She also chairs the Ethics Committee of the International Federation of Muaythai Amateur (IFMA) and a member of the Advisory Board for the International Safeguards for
Children in Sport, led by UNICEF. She holds a Master in International Cooperation, Finance and Development degree from the University of Rome, and is finishing a specialized diploma program in sociology from
the London School of Economics and Political Science, and a Master of Science in Medical Anthropology
from the University of Amsterdam. She also holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Documentary Filmmaking degree from the École supérieure d'études cinématographiques (ESEC) inh Paris, France.
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Panel 3 – Reconfiguring How Health Facilities and Health Services Are Provided
Health facilities and health services are still primarily oriented to traditional acute care orientation, more suited to addressing communicable diseases. To better address NCDs, health services from the primary care level
up to the highest care level needs to be better integrated and coordinated. This session will discuss best
practices for reconfiguring health facilities and services and for using data to address how systems and services will meet this challenge.
Moderator
Ayako Inagaki, Director, Human and Social Development Division, Southeast Asia Regional Department,
Asian Development Bank
Ms. Inagaki leads the planning, implementation, and supervision of ADB's lending and non-lending operations in the social sectors, which include education and skills development, health, and social protection. As
chair of ADB's health sector group, she guides the preparation and implementation of the health sector
group work plan which sets out priorities and targets based on ADB's Operational Plan for Health 2015–
2020. She also plays a key role in providing strategic operational support to help operational departments
deliver on ADB's corporate agenda and planning directions. In addition, she is a member of the education
sector committee and the social development thematic group committee. Since she joined ADB in April
2001, she has been involved in the design, management, and evaluation of development projects in the
education and skills development sectors in Southeast Asia and South Asia.
Speakers
John Peabody, MD, PhD, President, QURE; Professor ,University of California, San Francisco and Los
Angeles
Dr. Peabody is an international health care leader in quality-of-care measurement. He has published more
than 200 peer-reviewed articles and abstracts and written books on quality improvement and the economic
benefits of standardizing practice in healthcare systems in countries around the world. A Professor at the
University of California San Francisco and Los Angeles and a former National Institutes of Health (NIH)
investigator, he works with clinicians, governments and multi-sectoral teams to help healthcare organizations improve quality and lower costs. Based upon more than 15 years of research, in 2012, Dr. Peabody
founded QURE Healthcare, LLC to disseminate his research findings around the world. John has served on
Institute of Medicine and NIH committees, and World Health Organization and World Bank task forces, and
testified before US Congress.
Jeremy Lim, MD, MPH, Partner, Oliver Wyman’s Singapore
Dr. Lim advises senior officials at public sector agencies and has extensive experience consulting and advising multinational private and NGO clients on national and regional strategies for go-to-market plans and
implementation, government engagement, and public–private partnerships. He is also active in the academe, holding appointments at several universities. Dr. Lim teaches at the National University of Singapore
(Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health, and Duke–NUS Medical School), and in 2013 authored Myth or
Magic: The Singapore Healthcare System, a book that draws lessons from the Singapore health system for
health reform efforts in other countries.
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Ian Wronski, AO, Deputy Vice-Chancellor , Division of Tropical Health and Medicine, James Cook University (JCU)
Professor Wronski has over 40 years’ experience in rural, remote, tropical, public, and indigenous health
During his time at JCU, he has overseen the development of medical, health, and molecular science teaching and research capacity with a rural, remote, indigenous, and tropical health focus. He led the establishment of the Tropical Australian Academic Health Centre and the Australian Institute of Tropical Health and
Medicine. In 2014, Prof. Wronski was made an Officer of the Order of Australia for distinguished service to
higher education, particularly in the areas of tropical and rural health and the health of indigenous Australians. A recipient of the Australasian College of Tropical Medicine Medal and the Life Sciences Queensland
Industry Excellence Award, he is a Life Fellow of the Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine and a
Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors .
Lei Hsien-Hsien, MD Vice President Medical and Scientific Affairs, Asia Pacific (APAC), Medtronic
Dr. Lei oversees APAC medical affairs, clinical research activities, training & education, and value-based
healthcare (VBHC), which includes health policy and reimbursement. She is also responsible for communicating Medtronic’s medical and scientific value proposition in a balanced and evidence-based manner to
drive the company’s medical, scientific, and clinical leadership in the region. Dr. Lei’s career has spanned
the scientific, clinical, and commercial aspects of healthcare with experiences that include bench research,
epidemiological and biostatistical data analysis and modeling, pharmacy clerkship, business development,
and scientific, medical, and healthcare communications. Before joining Medtronic, Dr. Lei was the general
manager of Ogilvy CommonHealth Asia Pacific, where she helped clients in pharmaceutical, medical technology, and public sectors deliver regional integrated healthcare communication programs that encompassed medical education, public relations, advertising and promotion, and digital technology. In addition,
she is an elected member of the American Chamber of Commerce Singapore Board of Governors.
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Panel 4 – Holistic Approach to Address NCD Patient’s Needs
Co-convened with AIM
An observation often made by health professionals who undertake long-term follow-up of people with particular chronic diseases is: “My patient understands their disease better than I do.” In fact, patients who have
the skills, information, and knowledge can take the leadership and play a central role in chronic disease management. However, approaches to engagement and empowerment need to go beyond ideology and recognize the diversity of abilities, preferences, and cultural contexts in the population and and the strong likelihood that the best approaches may be social rather than individual. This session will discuss the role of patients in their social context in tackling NCDs, explore the role of health literacy of the patient, examine he
critical role health services in responding to diverse levels of health literacy, and demonstrate how several
successful programs with the patient at their center recognize and respond to patient diversity.

Moderator
Kenneth Hartigan-Go, MD, Head, Zuellig School of Development Management, Asian Institute of Management
Dr. Hartigan-Go was formerly Undersecretary at the Philippine Department of Health, and Director General for Food and Drugs Administration . His portfolio covered health regulations, health and trade, private
public partnership, supply chain management, and innovations. Dr. Hartigan-Go has also been on the
academic faculty of the UP College of Medicine (until 2006), Ateneo School of Medicine and Public Health
(until 2010), and was with the Institute as faculty (2010-2015). He has also served as member of the
WHO Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety for six years and is a current member of the WHO
Advisory Committee on the Safety of Medicinal Products (over ten years). He is a member of the Steering
Committee of the NUS Initiative for Health in Asia (NIHA), and an invited member of the Expert Panel of
the Center for Regulatory Excellence based in Singapore. Dr. Hartigan-Go’s published work are in the
areas of medicine sciences and health systems.
Speakers
Richard Osborne, PhD, Chair of Public Health, Director Health Systems Improvement Unit, WHO Collaborating Centre for Health Literacy; Professor of Health Literacy, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Professor Osborne is an epidemiologist and health services researcher. He has over 20 years experience
across sectors including community, hospital and health policy settings in both low-income and highincome settings. He has developed, implemented and evaluated local-, state- and international-level interventions. He is an advisor to WHO and to several governments. Over the past 10 years he has developed
and implemented new approaches to understanding patient education, self-management and health literacy. In 2017 his research unit was designated as the first WHO Collaborating Centre for Health Literacy.
For the WHO and national agencies he has delivered health literacy capacity building including in Asia,
Africa, Europe and Middle East regions. This work enables countries to develop National Health Literacy
Action Plans in support of the WHO Shanghai Declaration and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
He has authored over 200 peer-reviewed research manuscripts which have been cited over 25,000 times.
His team has led the development of several tools that have become widely used including; the Ophelia
(Optimising Health Literacy and Access process- www.ophelia.net.au), Health Education Impact Questionnaire (heiQ), Health Literacy Questionnaire (HLQ), Influenza Intensity and Impact Questionnaire (FluiiQ),
eHealth Literacy Questionnaire (eHLQ), Organisational health literacy Responsiveness tool (Org-HLR),
and the Conversational Health Literacy Assessment Tool (CHAT).
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Daniel Reidpath, PhD, Director, South East Asia Community Observatory
Professor Reidpath is a Professor of Population Health and Head of Public Health at Jeffrey Cheah
School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Monash University Malaysia. The focus of his research has principally been the measurement of population health, social stigma (particularly HIV related stigma), and
health equity. He was appointed as Professor of Population Health at Monash University in September
2009. Before that, he held the inaugural Chair in Public Health at Brunel University from January 2005. At
Brunel he was the founder director of the Centre for Public Heath Research and was heavily involved in
the development of a new Doctor of Public Health program. Prior to his arrival in the UK he won a nationally competitive Senior Public Health Research Fellowship awarded by the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation (VicHealth) in Australia to undertake a 5-year research program in social determinants of
health. He was a co-Principal Investigator on a large six-country study of HIV/AIDS related discrimination
(focussed on South, East, and South-East Asia) and coordinated independent research teams in each
country. He has also been involved in research in Cameroon and Ghana.
Maria Fatima “Girlie” Garcia-Lorenzo, President, Philippine Alliance of Patient Organizations, CoFounder and Executive Director of Kythe Foundation Inc.
Ms. Garcia-Lorenzo is a Certified Child Life Specialist by the Child Life Council, USA. She completed her
Child Life internship at the University of California San Francisco Hospital. She is also a Philippinelicensed Child and Family Psychologist, and holds experience in Human Resources, Organizational Diagnosis and Counseling, and conducts Team Building, Leadership Training and Strategic Planning seminars. Ms. Fatima Garcia- Lorenzo finished her graduate studies on Child and Family Psychology at the
Ateneo de Manila University in Quezon City. As the president of the Philippine Alliance of Patients’ Organization (PAPO), an umbrella organization of disease-specific patient groups, Ms. Garcia- Lorenzo advocates for patient’s rights and is engaged in health policy development at the Department of Health. Ms.
Garcia-Lorenzo holds the distinction of being the First Filipino Ashoka Fellow. Ashoka is a global organization based in the USA, which recognizes outstanding achievements of social innovators. Ms. Lorenzo was
chosen because she co-founded Kythe Foundation, an organization which addresses the needs of more
than 11,000 children with cancer and other chronic illness a year, in eight government partner- hospitals
nationwide. Ms. Garcia-Lorenzo has been caring for children with cancer and other chronic illness for the
past 25 years.
Sameer Pujari, MD, Manager and CoFounder Be Healthy Be Mobile Initiative, WHO
Dr. Pujari is helping manage the mHEALTH for NCDs as part of the secretariat for the flagship WHO and
ITU joint program on mHealth for Non-Communicable Diseases; Be He@lthy Be Mobile which was awarded the WHO DGs Excellence Award this year. With WHO since 2008, he has also provided technical advise and support to over 50 countries in the development of surveillance and management information
systems. He is also a core member of the Health Data Forum at WHO and the co-chair of the WHO
mHEALTH working group. Before coming to WHO, he worked with the US Governments health agency
helping various countries build informatics systems for immunization and vaccination programs in Asia
Europe and Africa. He started his career working with WHO's National Polio Surveillance Project in India
for 7 years, where he led the development and implementation of various information management systems for surveillance across the country. He holds bachelor degrees in business and software engineering
and a master's degree with a gold medal in management, he also has an earned fellowship in public
health informatics from the US government health and human services.
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Panel 5 – Improving Access to Treatment
Even with the efforts to curb the growth of NCDs, health systems must also give patients better access to
effective medicines and treatment. Especially given the nature of NCDs, which need chronic and sustained
care, and the fact that the poor are known to be more at risk, countries need to find innovative methods to
improve equitable access to treatment.
Moderator
Srinivas Sampath, Chief, Public-Private Partnership Thematic Group, ADB
Srinivas leads the PPP Transaction Advisory business at ADB’s Office of Public-Private Partnership.
He has over 24 years of experience in project/infrastructure finance and PPPs, and has advised public
and private sector clients in over 40 countries.

Speakers
Dinuke Ranasinghe, Board Member and Treasurer , Defeat-NCD Partnership
Mr. Ranasinghe is a Board Member and Treasurer of the Defeat-NCD Partnership, a people-publicprivate partnership hosted in the United Nations System. The Defeat-NCD Partnership was established
in January 2018 to help tackle the most significant global health problem of the age: premature death,
sickness, disability, and the associated social and economic impacts of selected non-communicable
diseases. He is also the Chief Executive Officer of Arcadier, the world’s leading provider of marketplace software. He is a technologist with 20 years of experience spanning conceptualisation to delivery
and building organisations to sustainable positions. Prior to Arcadier, Mr. Ranasinghe held senior positions in PayPal Private Limited and Visa International (Australia), deploying innovative technology
across multiple countries. He is a citizen of Australia and holds degrees from the University of Oxford,
University of Sydney and the Australian Graduate School of Management.
Feisul Idzan Mustapha, MD, Public Health Physician, Ministry of Health, Malaysia
Dr Mustapha is a public health physician best known for his transformational leadership in prevention
and control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in Malaysia. His special area of interest is diabetes, cardiovascular diseases and obesity. At the Ministry of Health Malaysia (MOH), his main roles
include policy and program development, and strategic implementation of interventions for the prevention and control of NCDs. His most recent work is the development of National Strategic Plan for NonCommunicable Diseases (NSP-NCD) 2016-2025. He was awarded The HP Gold Standard Policy Maker of the year in 2013 by Public Affairs Asia for his efforts. In addition, Dr Feisul has special interest in
leveraging on technology in catalysing behavioural modification to reduce the exposure to NCD risk
factors. He combines his high-level experiences in the government with active engagement of civil
society and multilateral institutions. He is actively involved in global public health, where he represents
Malaysia at various international platforms including the World Health Organization (WHO). He was a
Member of the WHO Ad-hoc Working Group on Implementation, Monitoring and Accountability on the
Commission on Ending Childhood Obesity, 2015-2017. He is a member of the Policy Advisory Group
of the World Cancer Research Fund International (WCRF), 2017-2019, and member of the Scientific
Advisory Group for the Monash University South East Asia Community Observatory (SEACO), 20132018.
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Deborah Gildea, Head, Novartis Social Business Asia
Ms. Gildea joined Novartis Social Business in May 2017. Novartis Social Business was created in 2016
and includes Novartis Access, the Novartis Malaria Initiative, the Novartis Healthy Family programs,
SMS for Life and NGO supply. In her role, she oversees the commercial operations and expansion of
Novartis Social Business in the APAC region. she started her career in sales and marketing roles in a
number of consumer-facing businesses, before joining the Nutritional Healthcare division of GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) in 2003. From there she moved across to GSK Pharmaceuticals in 2010 as Commercial Director in a new Emerging Markets R&D unit where she used her expertise in consumer insighs to help the team to adapt GSK’s portfolio to better meet the needs of patients in the developing
world. Ms. Gildea was one of a small team invited to developed GSK’s access to medicines strategy in
2010. She moved to Asia in 2011 to lead the impementation across Emerging Markets.
She relocated to Phnom Penh in 2013 to set up GSK Cambodia as part of GSK’s Africa Developing
Countries Unit. GSK now employs a local team of almost 100 people and is the largest pharmaceutical
company in Cambodia. She moved to Sinagpore in 2016 to become General Manager, Developing
Countries Asia (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Papua New Guinea) before joining Novartis in 2017.
Deborah graduated with a MA. in physics from Oxford University and with a Sloan Masters in Business
(Distinction) from London Business School.
Steven Harsono, Head of Public Health, IQVIA
Mr. Harsono leads our Public Health offerings in Asia Pacific. At IQVIA, Steven develops data-driven
solutions and advises on policies and investments for governments, global health organizations, and
life sciences companies to improve access to healthcare. He is an emerging markets expert with 12
years of experience in 27 countries across Asia Pacific, Middle East, and Africa. His particular areas
of expertise include health systems strengthening, pricing and market access, public-private partnerships, and supply chain. Hedraws on his diverse past experiences with biopharma, public health and
international development organizations to serve as a bridge between the public and private sectors.
Steven got his start in public health working with the Clinton Foundation in Indonesia to increase access to HIV diagnostics and treatment. He has advised life sciences companies in Thailand, Malaysia,
the United Arab Emirates, and South Africa to develop pricing and market access strategies as well as
governments in Indonesia, Nigeria, Sudan, Senegal, and Togo to strengthen health systems. Most
recently, he led a $4 million research grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to improve
pharmaceutical supply chains in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Panel 6 – Food Matters: Non-fiscal Policies to Improve Nutrition
co-convened with IHPP
Improving the diets of populations is a tricky task and one that must be tackled through a suite of interventions. A good place to start is by acknowledging that an inability to judge the nutritional quality of food and
beverages is a major obstacle in the prevention and control of diet-related NCDs. A useful tool is nutrient
profiling, which can classify food as healthy or unhealthy, and has been developed and applied in some countries for a wide range of applications. These public health promoting applications can include food marketing
control, nutrition labeling, food taxation, and school food environment management. The expert panel will
introduce the existing nutrient profile models and share countries’ experience in applying nutrient profiling
for food marketing control, nutrition labeling, and fiscal policy.
Moderator
Azusa Sato, PhD, Health Specialist, Human and Social Development Division, Southeast Asia Regional Department, Asian Development Bank
Ms. Sato works as a health specialist in the southeast Asia regional department. Her portfolio concentrates on
the Greater Mekong Subregion, including Cambodia, Lao PDR, Vietnam and Myanmar, in addition to Philippines
and Indonesia. Her areas of interest include health financing, health seeking behaviour, health governance and
health security.
Speakers
Juliawati Untoro, MD, PhD, Technical Lead, Nutrition, Division of NCD and Health through the Life-Course,
World Health Organization WPRO
Dr Untoro is a Technical Lead for Nutrition with WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific Region (WPRO).
She provides technical and strategic support on nutrition to 37 countries, territories and areas in the Western
Pacific region. She has over 20 years global experiences in Nutrition programming and sciences with numerous
multilateral agencies, including UNICEF, the World Bank, South East Asian Ministry of Education Organization Tropical Medicine and others. Her focus of work has been on nutrition, public health, health sector reform and
public financing.
Patinya Srisai, Researcher, International Health Policy Program (IHPP), Thailand
Ms. Srisai as a research’s principle investigator, is currently exploring possible effective applications of Nutrient
Profiling for a healthy school food environment in Thailand. She has been working for Food and Nutrition Policy for Health Promotion (FHP) sector for a year where her research interest lies in applying innovative nutritional
tool at school as a cost-effective strategy to tackle the childhood obesity dilemma in Thailand.
Gary Sacks, PhD, Associate Professor and ARC DECRA Fellow, Global Obesity Centre
Deakin University, Australia
Associate Professor Gary Sacks' research focuses on policies for the prevention of obesity and related noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). Gary was awarded an Australian Research Council (ARC) Discovery Early
Career Research Award (DECRA) (2016-2018) to conduct research into improving food policy in Australia. His
research has been included as part of The Lancet Series on Obesity, and the ACE-Prevention study, which examined the cost-effectiveness of over 100 interventions for disease prevention in Australia. Gary has also coauthored several reports for the World Health Organization. Gary co-founded INFORMAS (International Network
for Food and Obesity/NCDs Research, Monitoring and Action Support), a global network of public-interest nongovernment organisations and researchers that aims to monitor, evaluate and support public and private sector
actions to improve food environments and reduce obesity and NCDs. In 2017, Gary led the development of a
Food Policy Index for Australia, that assessed Australian governments on their obesity prevention policies. Gary
completed his PhD in Public Health at Deakin University in 2011. His PhD thesis investigated policies for obesity
prevention, with a particular focus on the cost-effectiveness of policies for improving the food supply. His
knowledge areas and research interests include corporate political activity of the food industry, food taxes, frontof-pack food labelling, and economic modelling.
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Panel 7 – Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is: Fiscal Policies to Improve Nutrition
co-convened with IHPP
Fiscal policies, when implemented with other policy actions, have considerable potential for promoting
healthier diets and preventing overweight, obesity, and NCDs. The evidence is strongest for taxes on sugarsweetened beverages (SSB), and around 30 countries around the globe have already taken a leadership role
in implementing such taxation measures. Yet, the adoption of food and beverage taxation is challenging.
Difficulties arise from a lack of capacity within countries and a lack of political will in the face of heavy lobbying from the food industry. The expert panel will provide an overview of fiscal strategies and their effectiveness, including key components and challenges, and share the experience of various countries in adopting
and implementing SSBs taxation.
Moderator
Eduardo P. Banzon, MD, Principal Health Specialist, Sustainable Development and Climate Change
Department, ADB
Dr. Banzon champions UHC and has long provided technical support to countries in Asia and the Pacific
in their pursuit of this goal. Before joining ADB, he was President and CEO of the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation, WHO regional adviser for health financing, World Bank senior health specialist, and a
faculty member of the University of the Philippines’ College of Medicine and the Ateneo University Graduate School of Business.

Speakers
Matthias Helble, PhD, Senior Economist, Co-chair, Research Department, Asian Development Bank
Institute
Dr. Helble’s research interests include international trade, health, environment, and infrastructure. His
latest work has included estimating the economic costs of obesity in Asia and the Pacific, as well as fiscal
measures to control this increasing burden. Dr. Helble began his professional career in the trade team of
the Development Research Group of the World Bank in Washington, DC, before joining the World Health
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, where he was responsible for research on the intersection of trade
and health.
Suladda Pongguta, Manager, Food and Nutrition Policy for Health Promotion Program, IHPP
Ms. Pongguta is a researcher and the manager of the Food and Nutrition Policy for Health Promotion Program (FHP) at the International Health Policy Program (IHPP) Foundation. She has done a number of research projects related to food policy, including: Thai nutrient profile development and validation; food
prices and food consumption in Thailand; school food environment in Thailand; International Network for
Food and Obesity/non-communicable diseases Research, Monitoring and Action Support (INFORMAS);
SSB consumption and potential changes when the prices increases; and use and understanding of Frontof-Pack labelling of Thai people.
Maria Teresa Habitan, Assistant Secretary, Department of Finance, Philippines
Assistant Secretary Habitan's career spans four decades worth of public service. She obtained her Bachelor of Science in Economics from the University of the Philippines as National State Scholar in 1977. In
1981, she obtained her Masters in Development Studies (Economic Policy and Planning, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands). She was Assistant Secretary for the Corporate Affairs Group from
February 2014 to January 2017 and OIC for Privatization Group in 2015. She is now back with Domestic
Finance Group."

Panel 8 – Where There Is Smoke: Fiscal Policies and Cessation Interventions to Improve Tobacco Control
There is plenty of evidence to show that an increase in the price of tobacco through taxation contributes to
smoking cessation, to to a reduction in consumption and in the number of deaths among addicts, and to decrease the number of people who start to smoke. However, countries still hesitate to increase taxes on tobacco. The expert panel will demonstrate the economic evidence for tobacco taxation and discuss where
countries are in terms of implementing policy.
Moderator
E. Ulysses Dorotheo, MD, Framework Convention for Tobacco Control (FCTC) Program Director,
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA)
Dr. Dorotheo is a neuro-ophthalmologist with more than 15 years of experience as a tobacco control advocate, whose policy advocacy work revolves around implementation of the WHO FCTC in the ASEAN
region. He previously led the SEATCA’s Southeast Asia Initiative on Tobacco Tax, which contributes to
tobacco tax reform in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Philippines, and Vietnam. He was involved in the
development of the implementation guidelines for FCTC Article 6 (tax and price) and Article 11 (packaging
and labeling). He was a former Chair of the board of the Framework Convention Alliance (FCA), the only
global alliance of tobacco control NGOs. In 2011, he received the Judy Wilkenfeld Award for International
Tobacco Control Excellence.
Speakers
Prabhat Jha, MD, DPhil, Epidemiology Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto, Canada
Professor Prabhat Jha is also the founding director of the Centre for Global Health Research at St.
Michael’s Hospital in Toronto, Canada. His research areas include epidemiology studies on the major
causes of death in developing countries, use of routine mortality data in analytic epidemiology, and tobacco control policy in developed and developing countries.
Jeremias N. Paul , Coordinator, Tobacco Control Economics Unit, Department of the Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases
Mr. Paul was previously undersecretary (Vice Minister level) of the Domestic Finance Group of the Department of Finance (DOF) in the Philippines where he spearheaded government initiatives to reform the
country’s fiscal and tax systems. These included the “Sin Tax Reform” law that restructured the Philippine
excise tax system for alcohol and tobacco products. During the first three years of its implementation, the
Sin Tax Law generated US$3.9 billion in incremental revenues, the bulk of which is accounted for by tobacco taxes.
Sutayut Osornprasop, PhD, Senior Human Development Specialist, Global Practice on Health, Nutrition, and Population , World Bank
Dr. Osornprasop (Tam) is based in Bangkok. He leads and supports the Bank's projects as well as analytic and advisory work in Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam - covering issues
ranging from health financing, health system strengthening and HIV prevention to public finance, governance, decentralization, and disaster risk management. He graduated Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge.
Subhash Pokhrel, PhD, Director, Division of Health Sciences, Leader, Health Economics Theme
(HERG), Brunel University
Dr Pokhrelis a public health economist who specializes in return on investment (ROI) analyses. He led the
development of the NICE Tobacco ROI Tools to support healthcare decision making in England and its
further roll out to several European nations via the EQUIPT (http://equipt.eu) project. He has published
widely on global health issues covering several low- and middle-income countries such as Nepal, Burkina
Faso and Indonesia. Subhash is the lead author of a new book, “ROI in Public Health Policy: Supporting
Decision Making” published in 2018 by Palgrave-Macmillan. Subhash is intrigued by the following question: In LMICs and industrialized countries, what works in public health and at what cost?

co-convened with Asia eHealth Information Network
The growth of technologies is an opportunity to improve quality of care for NCD patients. This marketplace
will showcase available technology that will enable health systems to address the growing burden of NCDs in
a cost-effective manner.
Moderator
Kirthi Ramesh, Social Development Specialist (Social Protection), Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, ADB
Ms. Ramesh supports ADB's operational plan for health, focusing on improving quality of care, health
governance and public finance to strengthen health systems, and leveraging digital health to transform
health care. Prior to joining ADB she worked with the Ministry of Health in Malawi to improve financial
management under a Global Fund project. Her work experience also includes working for various donorfunded projects supporting social protection, health systems strengthening and urban governance
across Asia. Ms. Ramesh holds a Master of Public Policy from the Hertie School of Governance.
Presentors
Station 1 – Ministry of Health, Malaysia
Brief: Changing individual behaviour is increasingly at the heart of healthcare, particularly in
the prevention of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs). Increasing awareness and knowledge does not
necessarily translate into action. For promoting healthy behaviours, Digital Health solutions are appealing because they are empowering to the individual users and can drive behavioural change. In this
presentation, the Ministry of Health – Malaysia will be presenting our localized digital behavioural health
coaching application, which contains self-help modules, links to expert health coaches, a photo food
journal, and a thought journal to help with cognitive behavioural therapy. We also have a BookDoc Activ
solution, which rewards users for staying active and has the ability to sync with your existing fitness
tracker app.
Speaker:
Feisul Idzan Mustapha, MD, Public Health Physician, Ministry of Health, Malaysia
Dr Mustapha is a public health physician best known for his transformational leadership in prevention
and control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in Malaysia. His special area of interest is diabetes, cardiovascular diseases and obesity. At the Ministry of Health Malaysia (MOH), his main roles include policy and program development, and strategic implementation of interventions for the prevention
and control of NCDs. His most recent work is the development of National Strategic Plan for NonCommunicable Diseases (NSP-NCD) 2016-2025. He was awarded The HP Gold Standard Policy Maker
of the year in 2013 by Public Affairs Asia for his efforts. In addition, Dr Feisul has special interest in leveraging on technology in catalysing behavioural modification to reduce the exposure to NCD risk factors.
He combines his high-level experiences in the government with active engagement of civil society and
multilateral institutions. He is actively involved in global public health, where he represents Malaysia at
various international platforms including the World Health Organization (WHO). He was a Member of
the WHO Ad-hoc Working Group on Implementation, Monitoring and Accountability on the Commission
on Ending Childhood Obesity, 2015-2017. He is a member of the Policy Advisory Group of the World
Cancer Research Fund International (WCRF), 2017-2019, and member of the Scientific Advisory Group
for the Monash University South East Asia Community Observatory (SEACO), 2013-2018.
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Station 2 – World Health Organization
Brief: In response to Sustainable Development Goal 3 promoting “Health for All” and a 2011 UN Political Declaration recognizing that noncomunicable diseases (NCDs) are a major challenge for development in the 21st century, WHO joined forces with the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) in an initiative focusing on the use of mobile technology in national NCD control. The initiative Be He@lthy, Be Mobile - works with 10 countries to introduce mobile-based health services for
health promotion and behavior change into national health systems, by helping countries select and
introduce large-scale mHealth services. Programs include mTobaccoCessation, mCervicalCancer,
mDiabetes and others. The Indian program serves as a successful case study in which over 2 million
people have subscribed to mTobaccoCessation with a 7% quit rate.
Speaker
Sameer Pujari, MD, Manager and CoFounder Be Healthy Be Mobile Initiative,
Dr. Pujari is helping manage the mHEALTH for NCDs as part of the secretariat for the flagship WHO
and ITU joint program on mHealth for Non-Communicable Diseases: Be He@lthy Be Mobile. With
WHO since 2008, he has also provided technical advise and support to over 35 countries in the development of surveillance and management information systems. He is also a core member of the
Health Data Forum at WHO and the co-chair of the WHO mHEALTH working group. Before coming
to WHO, he worked with the US Governments health agency helping various countries build informatics systems for immunization and vaccination programs in Asia Europe and Africa. He started his
career working with WHO's National Polio Surveillance Project in India for 7 years, where he led the
development and implementation of various information management systems for surveillance
across the country. He holds a bachelor degree in business and software engineering and a master's
degree with a gold medal in management; he also has an earned fellowship in public health informatics from the US government health and human services.
Station 3 – HIMSS Asia Pacific Innovation Hub
Brief: There have never been more startups and innovations emerging from Asia Pacific, and never a greater
demand for affordable and scalable solutions from healthcare providers, than today. The HIMSS AsiaPac Innovation Hub aims to offer platforms to bring together innovators, healthcare providers, startups, vendors and potential
investors to uncover new learnings, support new technologies, and shift the health paradigm through interactive
experience, events and networking opportunities.
Speakers

Simon Lin Kunren, Executive Director
Mr. Lin is responsible for the Asia Pacific region where he manages the society’s strategic planning,
operations as well as long-term growth. During his tenure, he has grown HIMSS Asia Pacific’s community through strategic partnerships with various government agencies and both healthcare & technology organizations across the region. Through his community engagement and audience development initiatives, he has also worked with multiple healthcare organizations in advancing their technology adoption maturity and workforce development. Simon holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce from Curtin University of Technology.
Sukhjit Singh, Senior Manager, Community Engagement and Strategic Partnerships
Mr. Singh is focuses on building communities and partnerships across the region by engaging with
the government, public and private sectors, as well as spearheading initiatives like the HIMSS Asia
Pacific Innovations Hub. Prior to joining HIMSS, Sukhjit has worked extensively in the Government
and Non-Profit sector and was the General Manager of the Singapore Nurses Association. He has
also worked on several national projects including tobacco, alcohol, obesity and communicable disease campaigns. Sukhjit holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Communication from University of
Southern Queensland.

Station 4 – AC Health
Brief: Vigos EMR: Re-focusing on the patient — Vigos Health Technologies, a business unit of Ayala
Healthcare Holdings, Inc. (AC Health), will showcase its proprietary electronic medical records
(Vigos EMR), and how this innovation has been improving the delivery of healthcare. Vigos EMR is
currently being used across FamilyDOC's 35-clinic network, with 125,000 unique patients on record.
The EMR has been vital to streamlining operations and the patient experience, and serves as the
foundation for other consumer health services.
Speakers
Ryan Banez, MD, Medical Informatics Lead of Ayala Healthcare Holdings, Inc. and Vigos Health
Technologies
Dr. Banez graduated from the University of the Philippines College of Medicine in 2007 and pursued
health informatics as specialization. He took a medical informatics fellowship at the National Library
of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda MD. Prior to AC Health, he served as eHealth
systems analyst at the UP National Telehealth Center, Chief Medical Informatics Officer at Health
Informatics, Inc. Dr. Banez specializes in designing analytic environments for health-related data,
data visualization, developing health informatics specifications of health information systems, and
managing health informatics projects. He is likewise an avid educator, fulfilling academic roles at the
University of the Philippines, Ateneo School of Government, Ateneo School of Medicine and Public
Health, St. Luke College of Medicine, and San Beda College of Medicine.
Lorra dela Paz, Strategy and Business Development Manager
Ms. dela Paz currently works on Strategy and Business Development for Ayala Healthcare Holdings,
Inc., (AC Health) focused on their pharmaceutical and technology initiatives. Prior to AC Health, Lorra worked on digital transformation initiatives with the PBM business of CVS Health. Lorra started
her career in healthcare at Stanford Health Care where she led lean process improvement projects
and served as the Patient Experience Project manager overseeing the patient satisfaction initiatives
for the organization. Lorra holds a B.A. in Economics from Stanford University and an M.B.A. from
Harvard Business School.
Station 5 – Allied World Healthcare
Brief: Allied World Healthcare (AWH) connects rural and low-income communities to essential
healthcare services, using Curis (an offline-first Android digital health platform). We train local Access Managers to act as patient navigators and an extension of local government health providers;
providing data collection and surveillance, information, event management and health outreach, appointment booking, local facility navigation (and sharing prices, to improve health seeking behaviour); helping communities connect with and understand the local services available to them. The
core data collected during initial implementation helps local government better target their services
for non-communicable disease outreach campaigns and proactive interventions. We integrate private sector, working global partners to distribute affordable vitamins and medicines (with a focus on
hypertension, diabetes and respiratory illness). AWH initially launched in the Philippines and has
grown service delivery throughout the country, and has recently launched in Cambodia.
Speaker
Edward Booty, Founder and CEO
Mr. Booty is the Founder and CEO of Allied World Healthcare: a social enterprise building a brandnew, community-driven healthcare service model (and supporting technology platforms) to deliver
healthcare services in low- and middle-income countries – integrating public and private sector.
He has worked extensively in digital healthcare, patient access, financing and payment systems,
business model innovation, healthcare performance improvement and pathway design, business
development and new service delivery approaches across developed health economies and emerging markets - spanning the UK, Europe, India, Singapore, the Philippines and Cambodia. Prior to
this, Edward worked for the UK National Health Service (NHS) and one of the world’s largest consulting organisations. He is a graduate from the London School of Economics.
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Station 6 – Holmusk
Brief: GlycoLeap is an online, app-based lifestyle and behaviour change programme. It is targeted at
high –risk individuals who have, or are at high risk of developing, chronic conditions such as type 2
diabetes, obesity, high blood pressure and high cholesterol. It draws on current trends in consumer
technology to deliver a behaviour change program that is engaging, scalable and effective.
GlycoLeap can be delivered as a 6 month or 1 year programme, depending on needs.
Speaker:
Nawal Roy, Founder and CEO, Holmusk
Mr. Roy has deep operating experience in North America, Asia, Middle East, Europe and South
Africa in financial and healthcare sector. He has significant P&L andoperations experience, coupled
with 10 plus in top-tier consulting with C- suite globally. He has been deeply involved in business development and platform building throughout Asia and North America. Nawal has been actively supporting and mentoring social entrepreneurs in USA, Singapore and India. He is an
Advisor and Mentor for Singapore International Foundation's Young Social Entrepreneur (YSE)
program. Nawal is one of the Founders of PRMIA, an international global association with
members in more than 100 countries. Hehas Masters degrees from both the USA (M.A in
Economics and M.S in Quantitative Finance) and India (MA in Economics).
Station 7 – Lifetrack Medical System
Brief: Improving Access to Diagnostic Imaging in Emerging Markets — Over two thirds of the world's
population has no access to diagnostic imaging, a vital tool for screening and early intervention in
many NCDs. One of the primary drivers is the scarcity of radiologists in both developed and developing markets. Lifetrack's LifeSys platform enables a distributed radiology model that supports diagnostic imaging in emerging markets at a fraction of the cost. Lifetrack’s approach is to enable the
providers of diagnostic imaging – hospitals and clinics – to reach this unserved population. Our customers are putting digital x-rays in remote clinics and CT scanners in rural hospitals because they
know the investment will not go to waste - by using LifeSys to aggregate, distribute, and send patient
images so that radiologists can efficiently diagnose them, oftentimes remotely. We enable the dispersion of diagnostic imaging to the grassroots level by enabling both the private and non-profit sector to make the investment in imaging equipment, secure that this will not be wasted as an expensive
doorstop. Our track record with FamilyDOC and Philippine Tuberculosis Society in the Philippines
demonstrates the efficacy of this approach, which we aim to scale up in other countries.
Speaker:
Carl Nicholas Ng, Chief Revenue Officer
Mr. Ng joined Lifetrack Medical Systems as Chief Revenue Officer in January 2017, overseeing
commercialization of the LifeSys platform to 9 countries across Asia, Africa and North America. Lifetrack has developed and deployed the first scalable, distributed medical imaging software
designed for affordable adoption in emerging markets, and was recently recognized at the Financial
Times/IFC Transformational Business Awards for Excellence in Disruptive Technologies. Before
joining Lifetrack, Carl worked at management consulting firm Bain & Company’s Southeast Asia office in Singapore, focused on the Strategy and Telecoms & Technology practice groups. He previously worked on business development, sales and operations at Peek.com, a San Francisco-based
software-as-a-service (SAAS) company for travel activities. Aside from Lifetrack, Carl is also on the
board of directors of MedGrocer, an integrated ePharmacy and medicine benefits management service. Carl received his MBA from Harvard Business School and his undergraduate degree from the
University of the Philippines Diliman.
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Station 8 – World Medical Education
Brief: The majority of children and adults worldwide have limited access to health workers, with a
critical shortage in resource poor countries. We believe that all patients worldwide, irrespective of
where they live should have access to well trained health workers. All health workers should also
have access to up to date information and continuing professional education to keep their knowledge
and clinical skills up to date. This will make a huge difference to the health outcomes of children and
adults. To achieve this we have developed technical platforms to produce the highest quality of multimedia training for health workers, ensuring access even in the most remote settings. Multimedia
training can also be leveraged to enhance health workers’ knowledge and clinical skills to prevent
and manage NCDs. Video based multimedia will markedly improve the understanding of noncommunicable diseases by huge numbers of patients, families and communities. Translation is possible into any language enabling multi-country use.
Speaker
Chris O’Callaghan, Professor of Respiratory & Paediatric Medicine: Head of Respiratory, Critical
Care & Anaesthesia, University College London (UCL)
Professor O’Callaghan, is co-founder of ‘World Medical Education’, a new independent not for profit
organisation dedicated to providing health workers, particularly those working in the remotest of locations, with open access, evidence based, video intense, context specific multimedia education,
across the full spectrum of health care. www.worldmedicaleducation.org . He has recently developed
a solution for continuing education and assessment of community health workers in resource poor
countries. Chris has published numerous multimedia educational programs, books and research
papers, winning the IMU-Ron Harden Innovation in Medical Education prize in 2016. He has recently produce an extensive multimedia training program with WHO, who he advises, and UNICEF for
community health workers in Malaria, Pneumonia and Diarrhoea. World Medical Education’s learning platform can be seen at https://learning.worldmedicaleducation.org
Station 9 – Marimo 5, Co., Ltd
Brief: Data-Driven Approach to prevent NCDs with Japanese Digital Health Device, Technology and
Know-How — Marimo5’s data-driven healthcare solution to prevent NCDs in the workplace is introduced through the presentation. Three types of Health Risk Assessment (HRA) are indicated as the
1st step of the solution. The vital signs measurement by using Japanese digital health machine such
as OMRON and the health data analysis through the health data platform are explained. Also, the
example of the HRA report is emphasized as the essential part of the solution. As the cutting-edge
technology of FUJIFILM in Japan, the blood test with ultra-small volume of blood is also explained. In
the last page, healthcare training (On-Site/-Line) targeting a certain health-risk group based on the
health data analysis result is recommended.
Speaker
Shigeru Yamato, CEO
Mr. Yamato is CEO, Marimo5 Co., Ltd. which provides a data-driven healthcare service in the workplace in Thailand. Marimo5 aims to prevent employees’ Non-Communicable Diseases. The service
has been provided to large Japanese companies in Thailand such as CANON, Sumitomo Rubber,
and FJIFILM as well as Central Group, Thai leading conglomerate. Shigeru is a board member of
Healthcare Committee in Japanese Chamber of Commerce in Thailand, one of the largest Japanese
chambers of commerce in the world. Prior to his position at Marimo5, he was engaged in Mobile
Health Business Development in Asia at Global Business Department, NTT DOCOMO Inc. (NYSE& TSE-listed), the largest mobile operator in Japan. He earned a master’s degree in Human Resource Management from Chulalongkorn University in Thailand and currently is a Ph.D. candidate in
the field of Health and Sport Promotion at Faculty of Sport Sciences, WASEDA University in Japan.
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Station 10 – IBM Watson
Brief: IBM Watson for Oncology trained by Memorial Sloan Kettering, is designed to provide physicians with evidence-based medical treatment options for consideration when treating their patients.
The cloud-based platform analyzes large volumes of structured and unstructured data to help physicians identify individualized, data-driven treatment options to consider when treating their cancer
patients. IBM Watson represents a fundamental shift in the paradigm of computing – moving from
programmable systems which have been the mainstay for the last several decades to learning systems that keep getting smarter as they process more knowledge. Based on cutting-edge research
led by IBM computer scientists, Watson has the ability to read and understand natural language.
Watson for Oncology was developed by IBM and trained by Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
(MSK), one of the world’s leading cancer centers. Using natural language, clinicians using Watson
for Oncology will be able to identify treatment options, analyze information provided, and gather evidence specific to a patients’ individual health needs. Watson’s machine learning capability means it
is continuously learning about oncology over time, and doctors have access to peer reviewed studies, clinical guidelines, and expert perspectives
Speaker:
Todd Kalynuik, MD, Director, Healthcare Transformation
Mr. Kalyniuk is an executive leader in the IBM Watson Health Client Engagement Team. For the last
16 years, Mr. Kalyniuk has led teams focused on the creation of business value by transforming our
clients' healthcare systems using innovation enabled by information technology. Todd joined the IBM
Watson Group and has led the commercial adoption of solutions including Watson for Oncology as
well as building a team of clinical subject matter experts to support the successful scaling of Watson
Health globally. Before joining Watson Health, as a the leader of the IBM GBS Global Centre of
Competency for Healthcare and Life Sciences, Todd led a team of consultants in developing and
implementing innovative solutions such as Digital Hospital, the IBM Public Health Solution for Disease Surveillance and Management, the Pharmaceutical Information Network and jurisdiction-wide
eHealth implementations across multiple international geographies. Mr. Kalyniuk is a member of the
IBM Industry Academy and has contributed to the Digital Reinvention program.
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Commentator – Standards and Interoperability Lab - Asia (SIL-Asia)
Brief: SIL-Asia was established by the Asia eHealth Information Network (AeHIN) with support from
the World Health Organization, UNICEF, NORAD, Asian Development Bank, and other development
partners to serve the interoperability needs of Asian countries. The role of the lab is to provide technical assistance to public and private organizations related to their efforts in making their digital
health solutions interoperable. Whether is it for universal health coverage, non-communicable diseases. disaster management or infectious disease control, SIL-Asia will assist in building capacity to
interconnect their existing systems using internationally recognized standards.
Speakers:
Alvin B. Marcelo, MD, Executive Director, Asia eHealth Information Network.
Dr. Marcelo is a general and trauma surgeon currently chief medical information officer of St. Luke's
Medical Center. Previously, he served as senior vice-president and chief information officer of Philhealth. As director of the UP Manila National Telehealth Center and chief of the Medical Informatics
Unit, Dr. Marcelo established the Master of Science in Health Informatics program and conducted
research in the field of eHealth and health information systems development. He took his postdoctoral fellowship in medical informatics at the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda, Maryland with
research interests in telepathology, mobile computing, and bibliometric analysis of MEDLINE. He is
certified in the governance of enterprise IT.
Raymond Francis Sarmiento, MD, Director, National Telehealth Center
Dr. Raymond Francis Sarmiento is a physician-scientist. He also serves, in a joint capacity, as the
Chief Data Protection and Privacy Officer of the University of the Philippines Manila as well as the
Data Protection Officer of the Philippine General Hospital. He is a Clinical Assistant Professor of the
UP College of Medicine's Medical Informatics Unit and is the current president of the Philippine Medical Informatics Society and chair of HL7 Philippines. As one of the lab experts of the Standards and
Interoperability Lab- Asia (SIL-Asia), he leads all activities related to terminology services and HL7
(v2, v3, CDA, FHIR) implementations. Dr. Sarmiento graduated from the University of the Philippines
College of Medicine in 2008 and finished his Public Health Informatics Fellowship from 2014 to 2016
in the Division of Surveillance, Hazard Evaluations, and Field Studies at the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In 20142015, he was the informatics team lead for the project on automating the recruitment and deployment process for CDC employees to be deployed to West Africa for the global Ebola outbreak. Prior
to joining CDC, he completed a postdoctoral fellowship in clinical informatics from 2012-2014 at the
Lister Hill National Center for Biomedical Communications, National Library of Medicine at the U.S.
National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.
Philip Christian Zuniga, Technical Lead, SIL-Asia
As Technical Lead, Mr. Zuniga supervises all the IT related projects of SIL-Asia. He also runs the
day to day management of the Lab. Philip's expertise is on Interoperability, Blockchain and Computer Security. Currently, he is also a faculty member at the Department of Computer Science and is a
member of the Computer Security Group. Philip is also one of the leading advocates for Healthcare
Systems Interoperability in the Philippines. He has worked with various EMRs in setting up their respective Interoperability Layer and on Standards implementation. Philip was also engaged by the
DOH and DICT for the implementation of interoperability middlewares (API gateways, ESBs). Currently Philip is also part of the pilot Philippine Primary Care Systems studies as the IT expert of the
team.
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Session 3 –Go Deep
The next session will consist of policy discussions and workshops with select stakeholders to further explore
certain topics discussed in the previous sessions.

Parallel Session 1 – Investing in NCD Best Buys and Disease Control Priorities: Cancer
Cancer is a global health and development challenge. The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) estimates that by
2030, over 21 million people will have been diagnosed with cancer and 13 million will die from the disease every year. Owing in
part to the lack of preventive measures and limited access to healthcare, mortality rates are much higher among patients in lowand middle-income countries (LMI) countries. Consequently, a High Level Seminar on IDB-ADB Cooperation in Support of Asian
Countries’ Efforts to Tackle Cancer will be carried out to support our common member countries of IDB and ADB.
Convened by ADB and IDB, this meeting will bring together donor organizations to review funding gaps and mobilize resources for
the implementation of priority interventions in the national cancer control programmes of common Member States. The approach
of the proposed joint high-level seminar and subsequent project is to launch sustainable, technology-driven, and high-impact cancer diagnostic and healthcare services interventions that are tailored to the common member countries’ specific needs and existing
gaps, which will be identified by the countries’ senior officials during the seminar and designed to meet the basic needs for cancer
healthcare services in those areas.

TIME

TOPIC

09.00–10:00

Introduction Session – Situation of Cancer in Asia and the Role of the IDB/ADB/International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in Supporting Cancer Control in LMICs (IDB/ADB/IAEA presentation)

10:00–10:30
10:30–12:30
12:30–13:30
13:30–14:30

Tea Break and networking
Session I – Status of National Cancer Control Activities, Capacity, and Needs
Lunch Break
Session II – Cooperation in Support of the Target Countries’ Fight against Cancer

14:30–15:00

Session III – Scope of Potential Collaboration in the Short and Medium Term

Lead Organizer
Ammar Abdo Ahmed, MD, PhD, Senior Global Health Specialist, Islamic Development Bank
Dr. Ahmed is in charge of health’s policy and strategy, designing and appraising cross-regional health programs and providing expertise in global health financing, partnership for health, disease control and prevention,
maternal newborn and child health to IDB Member Countries. His areas of expertise include training, research
and development for health.

Parallel Session 2 – Investing in Mental Health Interventions
‘Investing in Mental Health interventions’ will be led by Special Olympics who will demonstrate how sport can be used both directly
and indirectly as a tool to improve the mental well-being and lower risk of NCDs in individuals with and without intellectual disabilities. Individuals with intellectual disabilities have a high incidence of mental health disorders which are exacerbated by low rates of
access to quality health services. This session will outline the health need of this population and illustrate interventions aimed at
improving their well-being. In addition, local community mental health education group Tulong, Alalay at Gabay (TAG) will share
their citizen led ‘Mental Health First Aid program’ which might serves as a best practice intervention for participants.

TIME
9:00–:20
9:20–9:30

TOPIC
TAG – A Mental Health Early and Crisis Intervention Program
Personal testimonial

9:30–9:35

‘Changing the world through sport’

9:35–10:20

Overview of Special Olympics Health and the vision of 11 million people with intellectual disabilities accessing inclusive health services by 2020

10:20–10:40
10:40–10:45

Tea break and networking
Exercise and stretch break

10:45–10:50
10:50–11:10

‘Special Olympics: Health infographic’ &
‘Healthy Athletes: Making a difference’
Strong Minds, Strong Bodies: Mental health interventions and outcomes

11:10–11:20

Health data and health program impact in the Asia Pacific region

11:20–11:45

NCD prevalence in individuals with ID and why we need to care

11:45–12:00

Introduction to posters summarizing impact and best practices in the Asia Pacific region: Pakistan, Papua
New Guinea, Samoa, India, Indonesia, Mongolia and Thailand

12:00–1:00
1:00–1:05
1:05–1:25

Lunch break
‘Urgent enough’ – the urgent need for inclusive health
Best practice example: Impacting NCDs and mental health through sport in the Philippines

1:25–2:30

Are we inclusive?
Making inclusive changes: What? How?

2:30–3:00

Conclusion: call to action
Lead Organizer
Annemarie Hill, Senior Director of Global Development, Special Olympics International.
Ms. Hill is responsible for cultivating and leveraging partnerships with INGOs, aid agencies, governments and
development stakeholders that promote the inclusion of individuals with intellectual disabilities. Previously she
served as the CEO of Special Olympics South Africa during which time the Program grew by over 25% and
played host to two International events including the inaugural African Unified Football Cup in 2012. Prior to
taking on this role, Ms. Hill served with Special Olympics International for 4 years where she was responsible
for the roll out of the Healthy Athletes Program in 22 African states as well as the fostering of international
relationships with organizations. She holds a BSc (Physiotherapy) qualification from the University of Cape
Town and a Masters degree in Public Health from the University of the Witwatersrand where she focused her
dissertation on the training of health care professionals on the subject of intellectual disability.

Parallel Session 3 – Double-Duty Actions for Healthier Diets and Healthier People
Ending malnutrition, in all its forms, is one of the greatest global health and development challenges. The last few decades have seen many low- and middle-income countries undergo a rapid transition process - through the nutrition
transition, the demographic transition, and the epidemiological transition. The transition has resulted in intragenerational changes in diets, a coexistence of under- and overnutrition, and increased diet-related NCDs.
No longer can we choose to tackle issues of nutrition in isolation. Contrasting forms of malnutrition, such as stunting
and overweight, are in many ways linked, and rooted in shared biological, environmental and socioeconomic factors
that contribute to the risk or prevalence of both. We must leverage these shared drivers to establish integrated solutions, in turn halting the rise in NCDs.

This track will deep dive into programs and policy actions that may assist countries in Asia and the Pacific in reducing
malnutrition and diet-related NCDs.

TIME

TOPIC

9:00–9:10
9:10–9:25

Introduction
Evidence for Action: What Are the Costs of the Double Burden of Malnutrition?

9:25-–9:45

Introducing Double-Duty Actions

9:45–10:30

Action Area 1: Optimizing Early Nutrition

10:30–10:50

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity

10:50–11:35

ADB in Action

11:35–12:00

Action Area 2: Nutrition-Sensitive Agriculture

12:00–12:30

DMCs in Action

12:30–1:30

Lunch (Executive Dining Room)

1:30–2:45

Action Area 3: Marketing and Labeling Regulations

2:45–3:00

Call to Action

Lead Organizer
Eloise Adsett, Fellow, ADB
At ADB, Ms. Adsett works on nutrition interventions and universal health coverage. Ms. Adsett holds the
Australian Government’s prestigious New Colombo Plan scholarship and is a Vice Chancellor’s Scholar at
Queensland University of Technology. She is passionate about good nutrition and food security for all, and
about healthy and sustainable food systems.
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Parallel Session 4 – Trade-Health Policy Coherence for NCDs
TIME
TOPIC
Session 1: Chair/Moderator: Pascale Allotey, Director UNU-IIGH, Kuala Lumpur
9:00-9:30
Trade or Health: Overview of key challenges for policy coherence
9:30-10:00

Policy challenges for ending childhood obesity in South-east Asia

10:00-10:30

Policy coherence challenges for NCDs in The Philippines

10:30-11:00

Tea Break and Networking Opportunity

11:00-12:00

Q & A; comments from the floor; Discussion

12:00-12:30

Wrap-up for Session 1

12:30-1:30

Lunch (Executive Dining Room)

Session 2: Chair/Moderator: Obi Aginam, Deputy-Director, UNU-IIGH, Kuala Lumpur
1:30-2:30

Panel discussion: critical policy issues within the context of the previous 2 days.

Session 3: Closing & Wrap-Up
2:30-3:00

The Way Forward

Lead Organizer:
Obijiofor Aginam, PhD, Deputy Director, United Nations University International Institute for Global Health
(UNU-IIGH)
Dr. Aginam is also an Adjunct Research Professor of Law and Legal Studies at Carleton University, Ottawa,
Canada, and Visiting Professor in the IR3S, University of Tokyo. His expertise cuts across global health
governance and diplomacy, globalization of public health, health and human rights, impacts of global/
regional trade agreements on health, and the regulatory authorities of inter-governmental institutions. Prior
to joining the UNU-IIGH, Dr. Aginam held a senior research position in the UNU-Institute for Sustainability
and Peace, UNU headquarters, Tokyo. He has been a tenured Professor of Law at Carleton University, and
Global Health Officer at the WHO headquarters in Geneva where he worked on the revision of International
Health Regulations (IHR 2005), and WHO’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). He has
been a Visiting Professor at the University for Peace in Costa Rica, and universities in Italy, South Africa,
Japan, and Nigeria. Dr. Aginam is the author/editor of 7 books and over 60 peer-reviewed scholarly publications. He is the author of Global Health Governance: International Law and Public Health in a Divided World
(2005). He holds a Ph.D. from the University of British Columbia, Canada.
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Closing Panel: Priorities and Financing Gaps for NCDs and Call for Action
Moderator
Pascale Allotey, PhD, Director, United Nations University International Institute for Global Health (UNU-IIGH)
Professor Allotey has a multidisciplinary background in clinical health sciences, anthropology, and epidemiology. Her community-based research has focused on equity and the health of populations marginalized by gender, ethnicity, migration status, religion, and poverty. The policy implications of this work have linked intersecting determinants of health to health systems, human rights ,and social justice. Recently, she has explored
implementation research in addressing solutions to diseases of poverty, NCDs and sexual and reproductive
health and rights. Professor Allotey has worked across four continents to promote health and well-being with
a focus on engagement of communities. Before joining UNU, she was professor of public health and deputy
head of the School of Medicine at Monash University (Malaysia) and founding associate director of the SEACO health observatory. She serves on several technical and governance bodies of international organizations
and currently chairs the gender and rights panel for the Sexual and Reproductive Health Department of WHO.
Professor Allotey currently holds an adjunct professorial appointment with Monash University Malaysia. She is
widely published, having authored over 100 book chapters, commissioned reports and scientific peerreviewed articles.
Speakers
Eduardo P. Banzon, MD, Principal Health Specialist, Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, ADB
Dr. Banzon champions UHC and has long provided technical support to countries in Asia and the Pacific in
their pursuit of this goal. Before joining ADB, he was President and CEO of the Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation, WHO regional adviser for health financing, World Bank senior health specialist, and a faculty
member of the University of the Philippines’ College of Medicine and the Ateneo University Graduate School
of Business.
Sami Ahmad Faruqi, MSCE, Social Infrastructure Global Practice Manager, Islamic Development Bank
Sami Ahmad Faruqi is presently heading the Social Infrastructure Global Practice, covering core business
sectors of Water Resources, Urban Development, Health and Education in the Islamic Development Bank,
headquartered in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He was previously the Division Manager for Water Resources & Environment with portfolio covering all 57 Member Countries (2015-2017). He also served as the Division Manager for Operations Policy and as Head of Project Procurement in the Bank (2009 – 2015).Working with IDB
for the last 17 years, he has managed a diversified portfolio in several sectors and regions. He has also developed and implemented Special Programs for Reconstruction in countries affected by natural disasters as well
as for Communities in Non Member Countries. Sami Faruqi’s career has taken him through 30 years of study,
research, project management and administration. His professional experience covers preparation of development programs, implementation of engineering projects & social sector programs, contracts and portfolio
management in different positions of responsibility in both public and private sectors.He holds two advanced
degrees at Masters level; Civil Engineering from NED University, Pakistan and International Program Management from Leeds University, UK.
Anja Nitzsche-Bell, Section Head, Resource Mobilisation, Division Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy
(PACT), Department of Technical Cooperation, International Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna International
Centre
Ms. Nitzsche-Bell is the Head of Resource Mobilization and Strategic Partnerships at the Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy at the International Atomic Energy Agency. She has over 20 years of experience of
working in global health, social protection and development with a strong focus on HIV/AIDS, NCDs, gender,
Monitoring and Evaluation, health systems management and financing. Before joining IAEA, Anja NitzscheBell was Division Chief of Global Financing Mechanisms and Partner Collaboration at UNAIDS, Geneva. Having worked with UNAIDS for over a decade, she held various positions, including interim Director of the Executive Office, Head of the Global Fund and Country Impact Unit and Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor.
She was also Lead Manager for Social and Health Sector Reform at the Delegation of the European Commission to Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus. She has worked on long-term assignments in several Eastern European and Central Asian countries and in South East Asia. Anja Nitzsche-Bell holds Master degrees in International Health Systems Management, Political Science and International Relations. Trained as a journalist, she
has published a range of peer-reviewed articles and publications.

Mukesh Kapila, Chief Executive, Defeat-NCD Partnership
Mr. Kapila is also Professor of Global Health and Humanitarian Affairs at the University of Manchester and
Senior Adviser at the United Nations Institute for Training and Research. His other roles include Chair of
Nonviolent Peaceforce, Adviser to the Chair of the Indian Red Cross Society, Chair of Manchester Global
Foundation, Adjunct Professor at the International Centre for Humanitarian Affairs Nairobi, Associate Fellow
of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Special Representative of the Aegis Trust, and Special Adviser to
Syria Relief. Professor Kapila has extensive experience in international development, humanitarian affairs,
conflict and security issues, human rights and diplomacy. He has qualifications in medicine, public health,
and development from the Universities of Oxford and London. He was Special Adviser to the first-ever UN
World Humanitarian Summit in May 2016. Previously, he served in senior roles at the UK Government Department for International Development, United Nations, World Health Organization, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and as Chair of Minority Rights Group International. Awards
include a CBE from Queen Elizabeth II, the Global Citizenship Award of the Institute for Global Leadership,
the “I Witness!” award for human rights, and a special resolution of the California State Legislature for
“lifetime achievements and meritorious service”. His memoir “Against a Tide of Evil” was nominated for the
“2013 Best Non-Fiction Book” award.

Closing Remarks
Woochong Um, Director General, Sustainable Development and Climate Change Division, ADB
Mr. Um is Director General of the Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department (SDCC) –
formerly the Regional and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD) in the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). He assumed office in 1 June 2018. As the Director General, Mr. Um leads ADB-wide
knowledge management and innovation in 14 thematic and sector operation areas. Sector and thematic
areas include education, energy, finance, health, transport, urban, water, environment, gender equity,
governance, social development, rural development and food security (agriculture), climate change and
disaster risk management, and digital technology. SDCC is responsible for developing sector and thematic policies, strategies, frameworks and operational plans, encourage vibrant sector and thematic communities of practice, and developing new business ideas. Before this, he was The Secretary of ADB from
2014 to 2018. Mr. Um has contributed significantly to ADB’s knowledge management program including
the effective operation of various Communities of Practice (CoPs). In support of ADB's Knowledge Management Action Plan, he has ensured that the sector and thematic CoPs are operating effectively and
efficiently. He was a driving force behind ADB’s climate change and public-private partnership programs.
Before joining ADB in 1993, Mr. Um worked as the Corporate Information Specialist at Pfizer Inc. in New
York, and as the Lead Programming Specialist at Pitney Bowes Inc. in Stamford, Connecticut. Mr. Um, a
Korean national, has a Master’s degree in Business Administration from New York University Stern
School of Business.
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Co-Facilitators
Randy Dacanay, Consultant, Asian Development Bank
Mr. Dacanay has been an ADB consultant since 2004 and is currently engaged as regional coordinator
and knowledge management specialist for ADB-supported health projects in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). In ADB , Randy has work on various social development projects focusing on poverty, community-driven development, HIV, communicable diseases control and health security. He has managed
health projects in the GMS, with particular emphasis on regional health cooperation and cross-border
coordination. He also worked as consultant for various development organizations: the World Bank on
protected area management, USAID on health planning and private sector engagement on health, and
DFID on aid effectiveness and aid transparency. Before doing consultancy, Randy was a programme
manager for the Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement, one of the oldest NGO in the Philippines,
working on sustainable community development and community-managed development systems. Randy
has a master’s degree in Development Management and bachelor’s degrees in in Psychology and Community Development.
Hannah Moosa, Consultant, Asian Development Bank
Ms. Moosa is currently a consultant with UNDP and the Asian Development Bank. She served as Moderator and Event Manager for the first Saving Lives Sustainably – Asia Forum 2018, held in June at the
ADB headquarters; and is now writing the Forum report and compendium of good practice on sustainable production, procurement and disposal in the health sector, in collaboration with the UNDP Istanbul
Regional HIV, Health and Development Team. Prior to this, Hannah served as an environmental expert
and event manager for the UN Environment / OCHA Joint Unit in Geneva, Switzerland, leading in the
organization of the 2017 Environment and Emergencies Forum held in Nairobi, Kenya, in September
2017. Hannah has also worked with UN Environment’s Post-Conflict and Disaster Management Branch
for two years, assisting on a collaborative project on strengthening post-conflict peacebuilding through
natural resource management. She has additional experience with the UN Department of Public Information, UNDP Azerbaijan, the Stockholm International Water Institute, the US Institute of Peace and the
Forum of Federations, working in various capacities in research and policy analysis, international event
planning, project support and management, and communications and coordination. Hannah has a Collaborative Masters Degree in International Relations and Political Science, and completed six years of
doctoral work in comparative politics and international relations, focussing on transboundary water cooperation, regional integration and conflict prevention in Southern Africa.

Conference Secretariat
Pura Angela Wee Co, Associate Health Officer
Honey Mae Manzano-Guerzon, Operations Analyst
Wendy Nazal. Motealto, Senior Operations Assistant
Eloise Adsett, Intern
Yichen Zhu, Intern
France Noguera, Consultant
Volunteer Rapporteurs and Ushers: 2030 Youth Force, IMBA and Epimterics, Inc
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
1. VENUE OF THE CONFERENCE

Hosting City
The conference will be held in Manila, Philippines.
Conference Venue
The conference will be held at the Asian Development Bank headquarters (auditorium zones A to D) on June
16–-18, 2018 from 09.00 – 18.00.
Address: 6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City 1550, Metro Manila, Philippines
A map showing the location of the ADB headquarters can be viewed here:
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/related/38199/adb-vicinity-map.pdf
Registration and Access to ADB
Access to the ADB building is allowed only through a visitor registration system. You will be given an Events
Pass (ADB-issued ID) by the receptionist upon presentation of any valid photo ID (e.g., passport, driver’s license). The ID will be valid for the duration of the conference and will allow participants to get in and out of
ADB through its various gates. Please wear the ID at all times while on the ADB premises.
Connecting to the Wi-Fi at ADB
In order to connect as guest to the ADB Wi-fi, please follow these steps: i) Connect your device to the
ADBGuest SSID. ii) Open www.adb.org on Internet Explorer or Safari in your mobile device. (Google Chrome is
not recommended.) iii) Input the user name and password provided in the lower left-hand corner of your ADBissued ID.

2. MEALS
Lunch, as well as AM and PM snacks, will be provided by ADB during the meeting.
3. LANGUAGE
The conference will be conducted in English.
4.FORUM DRESS CODE
Regular office (semiformal) attire. Additionally, a yoga class will be held on Day 2 of the conference at 4:30 pm.
We recommend bringing a yoga mat or towel and changing into comfortable clothing for that session.
5. PARKING
For those bringing their vehicles, pay public parking areas are available along ADB Avenue (across the ADB
headquarters building and beside the Podium mall).

#SupportIAAN

6. COUNTRY INFORMATION
Official languages: Filipino and English
Population: 103.3 million (2016)
Weather: The Philippines has a tropical climate, high humidity, and abundant rainfall. It has two distinct seasons: a rainy season from June to October, and a dry season from November to May. The weather is hot
and humid in the summer months from March to May, and pleasantly warm from December to February.
Temperatures range from 23 degrees to 36 degrees centigrade.
Time zone: the Philippines time zone is GMT+8
Currency: Philippine peso. The easiest way to pay for anything is by using cash in the local currency. For exchange rate please go to - http://www.bsp.gov.ph/ .
Electricity and voltage: Electricity in Philippines is 220 volts, alternating at 60 cycles per second. If you travel to
the Philippines with a device that does not accept 220 volts at 60 hertz, you will need a voltage converter.
Telephone: The international phone code for the Philippines is 0063.
Internet: The average internet connection speed increases 20% year-on-year, and at the moment is at
5.5 Mbit/s.
Public transportation: The Manila public transportation system includes trains, buses, and city taxis. Always
leave travel plans with friends or colleagues. Safety standards on taxis, buses, and boats can be low. You
should take particular care during the rainy season, when flash floods and landslides can occur.
Taxis: Taxis in Manila are cheap and plentiful. The flag-down rate is a mere ₱40 for the first kilometer, and
subsequently ₱3.5 for every 300 meter (or 2 minutes of waiting time). A 15- to 20-minute trip rarely costs
more than ₱150. Grab is available in Manila . Most taxi drivers will turn on the meter; if they do not, politely request that they do so. If the meter is ‘broken’ or your taxi driver says the fare is “up to you”, the
best strategy is to get out and find another cab (or offer a lowball price). It can be almost impossible to get
a cab during rush hour; hence be prepared to offer 50–100 PHP on top of the metered rate. Watch out for
rigged taxi meters at the airport, including the yellow airport cabs. The first 5 minutes in a properly metered taxi in normal Manila traffic should not bring the meter past ₱50–60 (₱90–100 in the airport cabs).
Security: Exercise increased caution in the Philippines due to crime, terrorism, civil unrest, and a measles outbreak. Keep up to date with local and international developments and avoid demonstrations or large gatherings of people. Philippines Bureau of Immigration has specifically warned foreign nationals against participating in public protests and political rallies. Foreign nationals who participate in these activities may be
detained and deported for violating Philippine immigration laws.
Medical service: The medical facility closest to the ADB building is The Medical City (private hospital).
7. USEFUL CONTACTS
ADB Security Office (ADB Incident Coordinator) in Manila, Philippines: +632 6325220
National emergency hotline: 911
Philippine National Police: 117
Private ambulance provider (with pay): Lifeline Arrows 169-11, 807-1007, 807-1799, 807-6063
8. FORUM CONTACT POINTS
General inquiries on the content and agenda: Dr. Pura Angela Wee Co, ADB (puraco@adb.org)
Coordination support: Honey May L. Manzano-Guerzon, ADB (hmanzano@adb.org) and Wendy Nazal Montealto, ADB (wmontealto@adb.org)
Event app and registration: Aileen A. Paragas, ADB (aparagas.contractor@adb.org )
Communications: France Noguera (fpnoguera@gmail.com)
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PROFILE OF ORGANIZERS
Lead Convenor
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is an international development finance institution whose vision is an
Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. ADB’s mission is to help its DMCs reduce poverty and improve the
quality of life of their people. ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. Following the midterm review of its corporate Strategy
2020, ADB decided to increase its health sector operations, as guided by its Operational Plan for Health 2015
–2020, to further support inclusive growth in its DMCs.
Primary Co–convenors
The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) is an international financial institution that focuses on economic development and social progress of member countries and Muslim communities in nonmember countries in accordance with Shari’ah principles.
The Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) was established in 1997 in Tokyo, Japan, to help build capacity, skills, and knowledge related to poverty reduction and other areas that support long-term growth and
competitiveness in developing economies in Asia and the Pacific.
Other Co-convenors
The Asia eHealth Information Network (AeHIN) (www.aehin.org) is a unique forum of professionals that promotes optimal use of information and communication technology (ICT) to achieve better health. AeHIN is
open to all eHealth, health information system (HIS), and civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) professionals from various sectors within South and Southeast Asia—including developed and low- and middleincome countries—maximizing its regional approach to attain greater country-level health impact .
The Asian Institute of Management (AIM) is an international graduate school that aims to make a difference
in sustaining the growth of Asian societies by developing professional, entrepreneurial, and socially responsible managers. The Stephen Zuellig Graduate School of Development Management (ZSDM) is AIM’s response
to the challenge of sustaining Asian development. By working with the Sustainable Development Goals agenda, the school creates principled development leaders and managers who are well equipped to achieve sustainable success. ZSDM engages emerging economies in building a team of civil leaders and business managers who are equipped to be problem solvers, change agents, and effective collaborators.
Deakin University Australia is a global institution with a rich history of partnerships that link industry, government, research institutions, and NGOs. It actively supports academic and research collaboration in 52
countries. Deakin hosts two pioneering WHO collaborating centers—one in health literacy and the other in
obesity prevention. Committed to equity and equality, Deakin University’s researchers exert a significant im-

pact on the lives and well-being of communities through exceptional innovation and research, solving global
problems using smart technologies. The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2018 lists Deakin
University in the top 50 young universities among the world.
The Defeat-NCD Partnership is anchored in the United Nations system as a people–public-private partnership that includes governments, the business sector, international agencies, and civil society. It is focused on
scaling up action against NCDs in resource-poor countries. It helps Partnership countries to define their specific priorities in NCD management and to mobilize relevant knowledge, tools, and capacities. These include,
in particular, a uniquely tailored marketplace to increase the affordability of essential drugs, diagnostics, and
devices, and the development of innovative financing approaches to meet the gap in resources.
Devex is the media platform for the global development community. A social enterprise, it connects and informs 1 million development, health, humanitarian, and sustainability professionals through news, business
intelligence, and funding and career opportunities so more good can be done for more people. In 2018,
Devex launched a new series focusing on solutions to lift the burden of NCDs. Everyone is invited to contribute to #TakingThePulse: https://pages.devex.com/taking-the-pulse.html .
EpiMetrics is a research institution based in the Philippines that advances health equity through rigorous and
creative research conception, execution, translation, and communication.

The International Health Policy Program (IHPP) in Thailand is a semi-autonomous program conducting research on the national health priorities related to health systems and policy in Thailand. The program, which
is now part of the Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health, aims to improve the national health
system by generating knowledge and reliable evidence on improving health systems and policy to the public
and Thai policy makers.
Special Olympics is a global movement of people creating a new world of inclusion and community, where
every single person is accepted and welcomed, regardless of ability or disability. The organization is the
world’s largest sports organization for people with intellectual disabilities, with more than 4.9 million athletes in 172 countries, and over a million volunteers. Special Olympics also runs the largest public health intervention in the world for people with intellectual disabilities, and has conducted over 2.1 million screenings
in eight different healthcare disciplines, while training and activating more than 240,000 healthcare practitioners to provide care to people with intellectual disabilities.
United Nations University International Institute for Global Health (UNU-IIGH) was established to build
knowledge and capacity for decision making on global health issues by UN agencies, programmes, and Member States. UNU-IIGH’s research and capacity building in global health relates specifically to informing the
policy debates and directions to ensure that, in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), “no
one is left behind”.
ADB Youth for Asia (YfA) is an initiative under ADB’s NGO and Civil Society Center at the Asian Development
Bank aimed at increasing meaningful youth participation in ADB operations. YfA works with a network of local partners across the Asia and the Pacific and leverages their knowledge to make projects more innovative
and inclusive.
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