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Tetsushi Sonobe 
Dean, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 
 
Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank Institute 
(ADBI), the Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development Bank that 
promotes the realization of a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia 
and the Pacific through policy research and capacity building. Born in 1960 in 
Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his PhD in economics from Yale University and BA 
in economics from the University of Tokyo. His research interests include the 
empirics of economic development, particularly industrial development processes 
and poverty reduction in developing countries.  

Dean Sonobe has more than 20 years’ experience analyzing the role of human capital, institutions, and 
management in industrial development in Asia and other regions. Notably, he and prominent agricultural and 
development economist, Keijiro Otsuka, applied their unique enterprise survey approach to a series of 
development process case studies in different industries in East Asia. They expanded the scope of their 
industry study to cover South Asia, Africa, and Central America and conducted randomized controlled trials 
of management training programs for business owners and managers. Before joining ADBI in April 2020, 
Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice president of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
(GRIPS) in Tokyo. He also previously served as a professor of economics at Tokyo Metropolitan University 
and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize and the 
Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the Japanese Association for Development 
Economics. 

 

 



Stuart Kaye 
Director, Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security 
(ANCORS), University of Wollongong  
 
Stuart Kaye is Director and Distinguished Professor of Law within the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security at the University of 
Wollongong. He holds degrees in arts and law from the University of Sydney and 
a doctorate in law from Dalhousie University. He has written a number of books, 
including The Torres Strait (1997), International Fisheries Management (2001), and 
Freedom of Navigation in the Indo-Pacific Region (2008), and over 100 other 

academic publications. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society in 2007 and a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Law in 2011. 
 
 
 

 
Tomonari Akamatsu 
Director and Research Fellow, Policy Research Department, Ocean 
Policy Research Institute, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation  
 
Dr. Tomonari Akamatsu graduated Physics department of Tohoku University in 
1987 and received PhD in Agriculture in 1996 from Nihon University. His research 
subjects are biosonar behavior of dolphins and porpoises, passive acoustic 
monitoring of aquatic animals. He developed various acoustic systems, which 
have been used world-widely to visualize aquatic animals. He is a member of 
IUCN cetacean and sirenian specialists groups, and ISO/TC43. He was a visiting 
scholar of National Institute of Polar Research (1997) and University of Kentucky 
(1999). Currently he is a director of the Policy Research Department, The Ocean 

Policy Research Institute, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ching-Piao Tsai 
Deputy Minister, Ocean Affairs Council 
 
Ching-Piao Tsai is currently the Deputy Minister of the Ocean Affairs Council. 
He is also Distinguished Professor of the Department of Civil Engineering at the 
National Chung Hsing University (NCHU), President of a society of ocean 
engineering in Taipei,China, and Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology (IET). 

Dr. Tsai's expertise is in the field of coastal hydrodynamic computation and 
experiment, coastal engineering and environment, coastal development and conservation, marine energy 
development technology as well as engineering applications of artificial intelligence. 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Session 1: Blue Finance 

 

Peter Morgan 
Senior Consulting Economist and Vice Chair of Research, ADBI 

Peter Morgan is Senior Consulting Economist and Vice Chair of Research at ADBI. 
He has 23 years of experience in the financial sector in Asia, most recently serving 
in Hong Kong, China as Chief Asia Economist for HSBC. Previously, he served as 
Chief Japan Economist for HSBC.  He earned his MA and PhD degrees in 
economics from Yale University. His research interests are in macroeconomic 
policy and financial sector regulation, reform, financial development, financial 
inclusion, fintech, financial literacy and financial education. 

 

 

Raghu Dharmapuri Tirumala 
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning, The 
University of Melbourne 
 
 
Dr. Raghu Dharmapuri Tirumala is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of 
Architecture, Building and Planning at the University of Melbourne.  Raghu’s 
research focuses on public private partnerships in infrastructure, project and 
property finance, and managing transformation of cities, and is currently 
exploring financing mechanisms that accelerate achievement of SDGs. 

 

 

 

Michael C. Huang 
Visiting Researcher, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
(GRIPS) 

Dr. Huang is currently a visiting researcher at GRIPS Science for RE-designing 
Science, Technology and Innovation Policy (SciREX) Center. His specialized 
fields are General equilibrium, Science, technology, and innovation policy, and 
Disaster risk assessment. Dr. Huang is in charge of economic analysis for blue 
economy, blue finance and risk assessment of water-related natural disasters in 
the Ocean Policy Research Institute of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation. In 2015, 

Michael C. Huang was conferred a Ph.D. in Public Economics from the National Graduate Institute for Policy 
Studies (GRIPS). He is also an adjunct lecturer for special economic seminars in Faculty of Economics in Toyo 
University. Dr. Huang is a member of the Japan Society of Ocean Policy, Japan Economic Association, Applied 
Regional Science Conference, and Japan Castle Association. 

 

 



Nagisa Yoshioka 
Research Associate, Ocean Policy Research Institute, Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation 

Nagisa Yoshioka is a Research Associate of the Ocean Policy Research Institute, 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation (OPRI-SPF). Her primary research focuses on 
climate change adaptation in developing countries particularly in Asia-Pacific 
region. She received her master’s degree in international studies from the 
University of Tokyo also holds a bachelor’s in economics from Kyoto University. 
After joining OPRI-SPF in 2018, she has been involved in several research projects 

on climate change and ocean issue including climate-induced migration and community resilience as well as 
UNFCCC’s negotiation process.  She is also a member of the Blue Financing research unit of OPRI-SPF.  

 

 
Muhammad Zubair Mumtaz 
Associate Professor, School of Social Sciences & Humanities, 
National University of Science & Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan 

Dr. Muhammad Zubair Mumtaz is Associate Professor of Finance at the School 
of Social Sciences & Humanities, National University of Sciences & Technology 
(NUST) in Pakistan. He has ten years of professional exposure in both public and 
private sector organizations. Besides, he has fifteen years of teaching experience 
in different institutions of Pakistan. His research interests include green finance, 
blue finance, artificial intelligence and financial markets. 

 

 

Dominique Benzaken 
Senior Consultant, ANCORS, University of Wollongong 

Dominique Benzaken is an independent consultant with 20 years experience in 
ocean policy, blue economy, blue finance and islands and a PhD candidate with 
the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security 
(ANCORS). She is a senior advisor to the Ocean Assets Institute and the Global 
Island Partnership and a member of the IUCN World Commission on Protected 
Areas. Recent blue finance projects include financing mechanisms for blue 
economy in Mozambique, the development of options for a Pacific Ocean Bond 

and advice to the Government of Seychelles on blue economy and blue finance. She was previously a senior 
marine policy advisor with The Nature Conservancy, The International Union for Conservation of Nature and 
the Secretariat of the Pacific Environment Programme, following a formative career with the Australian 
Government and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 2: Blue Economy Governance and Planning 

 

Michelle Voyer 
Senior Research Fellow, ANCORS, University of Wollongong  

Michelle Voyer is a Senior Research Fellow with the Australian National Centre for 
Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS) at the University of Wollongong. Her 
research focuses on the human dimensions of marine conservation and resource 
management. Building on a ten year career in Australian state and federal 
government, Michelle has worked on a range of research projects in Australia and 
overseas, looking at the nexus of social science and policy. She has particularly 
focused on the areas of commercial and recreational fisheries, MPAs, Indigenous 
cultural fishing and maritime oceans uses as part of an emerging ‘Blue Economy’. 

 

 

Zhihai Xie  
Associate Professor, Faculty of International Society Studies, Kyoai 
Gakuen University 

Zhihai XIE is an associate professor at Kyoai Gakuen University in Gunma 
Prefecture of Japan. He was an assistant professor at the university from April 2013 
to March 2017. Previously a research associate at the Asian Development Bank 
Institute (August 2011-March 2013), Xie received his Ph.D.in international relations 
from Peking University in July 2011and studied at Waseda University under a 
double-degree Ph.D. program in 2007-2009. His research interests include 
regionalism and security in contemporary Asia, Chinese economy. His publications 
include “Energy Insecurity and Renewable Energy Policy: Comparing the PRC and 

Japan”, ADBI working paper No. 1085, March 2020. 
 
 

 
Md. Khaled Saifullah  
Adjunct Professor, Independent University, Bangladesh 

Dr. Md. Khaled Saifullah is working as a Manager- Knowledge and Learning in 
Suchana Program at the Save the Children International, Bangladesh. He is also an 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of the Department of Economics at the Independent 
University, Bangladesh. He obtained his Ph.D. in Economics (major: Development 
Economics) from the University of Malaya, Malaysia in 2018. He earned B.Sc. in 
Economics from Independent University, Bangladesh, and Master of Economics 
from the University of Malaya. He specialized in poverty, inequality, well-being, 
quality of life, access to health, community development. He has published in 
many international scientific journals. He has about three years of teaching and 

more than seven years of research and consultancy experiences in the area of well-being, livelihood, extreme 
poverty, empowerment, coastal economy and community, sustainable future cities, public health, community 
development and other issues of sustainable development goals (SDGs). Moreover, he has experience in 
implementing programs and conducting applied research in marine park areas (coastal areas) of Malaysia. 

Dr. Khaled has significant experience of working with different donor-funded projects and consultancies like 
USAID, UKAID, UNDP, World Bank, IMF and the Asia Foundation with diversified programs like health, 
livelihoods, poverty, education, and indigenous community and coastal community development. 

 

 



Maria Angela Zafra  
Executive Director, Strategic Development Research Institute, Inc. 

Maria Angela Zafra is the co-founder and executive director of Strategia 
Development Research Institute, Inc. (SDRI), a non-profit research organization 
based in the Philippines focused on providing policy research, capacity building, 
and technical assistance in various social and economic development areas. She 
is SDRI’s lead technical expert and project manager for practice areas related to 
organizational development, inclusive business models, climate change, 
sustainable tourism, and sustainable development. She has completed national 

and regional projects and capacity-building programs for government agencies, international organizations, 
non-governmental organizations and the private sector. Dr. Zafra is also adjunct faculty at the graduate 
programs of the School of Business and Governance, Ateneo de Davao University. 

 

   Crispian Lao  
Vice Chair, National Solid Waste Management Commission, Office of the 
President, Philippines 

Commissioner Crispian Lao is the Vice Chairman of the National Solid Waste 
Management Commission under the Office of the President, Republic of the 
Philippines, as the Private Sector Representative for the Recycling Industry. He is 
a strong advocate for the environment through proper waste management and 
the development of enabling policies to promote appropriate, technologically and 
economically viable investments and support Small and Medium Enterprises in 
the Philippines.  

 
He is a Co-Convener and Founding President of the Philippine Alliance for Recycling and Material 
Sustainability (PARMS) which brought together stakeholders in the supply and waste value chain with civil 
society and academe in partnership with government (Manufacturers, Industry Groups, Retail Groups, 
MRFS/Junkshops/Waste Consolidators & Haulers, Recyclers, NGOs, and Government Entities) whose 
objective is to “Develop and Implement a Holistic & Comprehensive Program to Increase Resource Recovery 
and Reduce Landfill Dependence towards Zero Waste”. In 2020, PARMS launched its “ZERO WASTE TO 
NATURE: AMBISYON 2030” initiative towards developing a roadmap with short (2022) medium (2025) and 
long term (2030) targets to guide sound and implementable actions on single use product and packaging 
applications.  
 
Within APEC, Mr. Lao also serves as the Co-Chair and Industry Sector Representative to the APEC Virtual 
Working Group on Marine Debris, and is also a technical working group member of the Climate Change 
Commission; board member of the Solid Waste Management Association of the Philippines; a Technical 
Committee member of the Bureau of Product Standards; a member of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Environment and Climate Change Committee; and past president of the Philippine Plastics and 
Industry Association.  
 
In addition to his several professional memberships, Comm. Lao received and conducts trainings on Solid 
Waste Management, 3Rs, Sustainable Materials Management, Circular Economy, Waste to Energy, Mercury 
Waste Recycling, among others. Because of his extensive professional experience, he also does consultancy 
work, project management and plant design, and is regularly invited as a resource speaker on the environment, 
packaging and emerging technologies. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in De La Salle University, 
the Philippines. 
 
He is part of the UN Ad Hoc Open Ended Experts Group on Marine Litter, attends the UNEP Marine Plastics 
Expert Workshops, part of the expert panel group that led to the publication of the Study on “Breaking the 
Plastic Wave” released in the Science Magazine in 2020; and a Technical Advisory Group member of the 
Global Review on Safer End of Engineered Life and regularly invited as a global and local resource person on 
Solid Waste Management. 
 
 



Masanori Kobayashi  
Senior Research Fellow, Ocean Policy Research Institute, The Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation 

Mr. Masanori Kobayashi is Senior Research Fellow, Ocean Policy Research 
Institute (OPRI) of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) in Tokyo, Japan 
undertaking research work on ocean and sustainability policy including 
sustainable blue economies and marine resource management. He worked for 
the Ocean Policy Research Foundation, the Yokohama National University, the 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, the United Nations (New York, 
Geneva and Bonn) and the Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New 

York of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He holds LL.M, M.A., LL.B., and completed the doctor course 
without degree on life and agricultural sciences. 

 

Alistair McIlgrom  
Marine Economist and Capacity Development Coordinator, ANCORS, 
University of Wollongong 

Alistair McIlgorm BSC (Plymouth), MSc (LSE) and PhD (Qld) is a full time 
Professor at Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security 
(ANCORS), University of Wollongong, Australia specialising marine and fisheries 
economics, management and capacity development.  

He has numerous journal and peer reviewed research reports including several 
projects with APEC including “Measuring the marine economy” (2005) and on 
the “Economic costs and benefits of controlling marine debris” (2009 and 2019). 
He was advisor PEMSEA’s GEF Blue Economy project 2015-2018. He is a board 
member of the Journal of Ocean and Coastal Economics, Monterey.   

 

 

 

Session 3: Sectoral Management in the Blue Economy 
 

Yeh-Fei Lee  
Chief Secretary, National Academy of Marine Research 
 
Dr. Lee is currently the chief secretary of National Academy of Marine Research. 
He received his Ph. D. degree in law from Nanjing University. His research 
interests include the International Law of the Sea and marine policies.  
 
Dr. Lee is an adjunct assistant professor in the School of Law in Soochow 
University. He teaches law in the Education, Training & Testing Center in the 
Coast Guard Administration for many years. He also participated in the drafting 
of Ocean Basic Act. 
 

 



 
Kevin Roy B. Serrona  
Planner IV, Department of the Environment, Prince George’s County 
Government in Maryland 
Dr. Kevin Roy Serrona works as Planner IV with the Department of the 
Environment, Prince Georges County Government in Maryland, USA.  His key 
tasks include developing, monitoring and evaluating recycling and resource 
recovery programs.   
 
He previously worked for the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank in the 
area of solid waste management in East Asia and the Pacific.  His recent work 
includes taking part in the publication of a global report on solid waste 

management by the Bank.  His research interests are social and technical innovation for solid waste programs 
and facilities in both developed and developing economies. 
 
 

 
Mary Jean Camarin  
Chief Tourism Operations Officer, Department of Tourism Caraga 
Regional Office 
 
Dr. Mary Jean Camarin is the Chief Tourism Operations Officer of the 
Department of Tourism Region XIII, Philippines. She takes the lead in providing 
technical assistance to clients in the areas of tourism planning, accreditation of 
tourism-related establishments, capacity-buildng, tourism promotions and 
marketing.  Her major tasks involve the crafting of tourism development plans of 
the Local Government Units and coordination of programs on environmental 
protection through ecotourism. 
 

She is a Licensed Environmental Planner in the Philippines. Her research on regional tourism planning 
development framework for Caraga has been adopted as the planning framework for the local towns of the 
region. 
 

 
Karen Raubenheimer  
Lecturer, ANCORS, University of Wollongong 
 
Dr. Karen Raubenheimer is a lecturer at the University of Wollongong, Australia. 
 
She obtained her PhD from the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources 
and Security (ANCORS). Her thesis, titled “Towards an Improved Framework to 
Prevent Marine Plastic Debris,” analysed international and regional policy 
measures to prevent ocean- and land-based sources of marine plastic pollution. 
  
Karen was the lead author of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 

assessment titled “Combating marine plastic litter and microplastics: An assessment of the effectiveness of 
relevant international, regional and subregional governance strategies and approaches” (UNEP/EA.3/INF/5). 
Karen has been involved in the third and fourth meetings of the UN Environment Assembly, as well as the 
meetings of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Expert Group on Marine Litter and Microplastics. She is currently 
working with UNEP on the analysis of effectiveness of response options for marine litter and microplastics in 
preparation for the fifth meeting of the UN Environment Assembly. 
  
Karen is the lead author of the 2020 report commissioned by the Nordic Council of Ministers for the 
Environment and Climate Change, titled “Possible elements of a new global agreement to prevent plastic 
pollution” (www.nordicreport2020.com). 
  

http://www.nordicreport2020.com/


Other publications by Karen include “Marine Litter: Guidelines for designing action plans” (UNEP) and 
“Desktop studies on principles of waste management and funding mechanisms in relation to the 
Commonwealth Litter Programme (CLiP).” 
 
 

Gopal K Sarangi  
Associate Professor, Department of Business Strategy and Innovation, 
TERI School of Advanced Studies 
 
Dr Gopal K Sarangi is an economist with more than fifteen years of research and 
consulting experience. His primary domain of research covers energy market and 
regulation, intersection of energy technologies, fuels and resources with public 
policies, social systems and processes, energy and climate nexus, governance 
and institutional analysis of energy transition questions and impact assessment 
of energy and environmental interventions. He has a PhD on ‘Sustainability 
Assessment of India Electricity Sector’, from TERI School of Advanced Studies, 
New Delhi. He has contributed as PI, Co-PI, and team member to several 

collaborative projects. To his credit, he has published several peer-reviewed research papers in the domain of 
his research and has been invited to deliver talks in several national and international forums. He teaches 
courses on Principles of Economics, Development Economics, Environmental and Resource Economics, 
Energy Economics and Policy. 
 
 
 

Ranjeeta Mishra  
Project Consultant, ADBI 
 
Her research interests include development economics, new institutional 
economics, and applied econometrics. She particularly focuses on issues such as 
urbanization and slum redevelopment, food security, energy, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals. She specializes in both quantitative and qualitative research. 
Prior to joining ADBI, she was a UNU-JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow at the United 
Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-
IAS), Tokyo. She remains a part-time project consultant at UNU-IAS for 

Governance for Sustainable Development and Water for Sustainable Development projects. 
 
She previously worked as a research associate for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation-funded project at 
Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research, Mumbai, in the area of agriculture and nutrition in India. 
She also has teaching experience, working as a part-time undergraduate lecturer at the University of Delhi. 
She holds MPhil and PhD in economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, India. 
 
 
 

 
Md. Wasiul Islam  
Professor, Forestry and Wood Technology Discipline, Khulna University  
 
Dr. Md. Wasiul Islam is a Professor of Forestry and Wood Technology Discipline 
of Khulna University, Bangladesh. Dr. Islam has accomplished his PhD from 
Business School (Tourism Cluster) of The University of Queensland, Australia 
where he conducted a research titled ‘Adaptive co-management as an approach 
to tourism destination governance – a case of protected areas in Bangladesh’. 
Before his PhD, Dr. Islam completed his second MSc in Forest and Nature 
Conservation (Minor in Leisure, Tourism and Environment) from the Wageningen 
University and Research Center, the Netherlands. He has done his first MSc and 

BSc from Forestry and Wood Technology Discipline, Khulna University. He has working experiences in 
Bangladesh Forest Department where he was involved in several research projects on nature-based tourism 



and wildlife management. His research interests include participatory protected area management 
(particularly co-management approach), governance, social learning, nature conservation, nature-based 
tourism, and coastal area development. He has published more than 30 different publications in different 
journals in home and aboard. Dr. Islam is involved in various volunteering activities to create awareness on 
broader environment and its conservation. 
 
 
 

Tapan Sarker  
Associate Professor, Department of Business Strategy and Innovation, 
Griffith Observatory 
 
Dr Tapan Sarker is an Associate Professor based at Griffith University in Australia. 
Dr Sarker is a former World Bank Scholar. He has held visiting professorships in 
Soka University (2019) and Keio University (2014-2015) in Japan. Dr Sarker’s main 
research interests include political economy of sustainable development, business 
strategy for sustainability, energy security and climate change. His research has 
been published in leading journals including Economic Modelling, Finance Research 
Letters and Australian Tax Forum and in more popular forums, such as The 
Conversation, ABC Science and ABC Drum. Dr Sarker has received over $2.64 

million external funding as lead researcher.  
 
 
 

Emadul Islam  
Senior Analyst, BRAC BRAC & M&E expert, Export Competitiveness for 
Jobs project, Ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh 
 
Emadul is a disaster management and coastal development experts is 
working as Senior Analyst, BRAC. He is also serving a M&E expert for the 
Export Competitiveness for Jobs project, Ministry of Commerce, 
Bangladesh. He has a strong educational background in Social Sciences as it 
was his concentration in both undergraduate and graduate studies. He 
obtained his Ph.D.in Community development and disaster risk reduction 

from the University of Malaya, Malaysia. He is currently leading Climate Ocean Risk Vulnerability Index 
(CORVI) study Bangladesh, funded by Ocean Policy Research Institute (OPRI), Japan. 
 
 
 
 

Session 4: Managing Risks in the Blue Economy 
 

 
 
 
 

Hajime Tanaka  
Research Fellow, Ocean Policy Research Institute, The Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation 
 
Hajime Tanaka has been a research fellow at the Ocean Policy Research 
Institute (OPRI), the Sasakawa Peace Foundation, based in Tokyo, Japan since 
October 2018. He currently serves as a member of teams working on Blue 
Economy, Blue Financing, Blue Carbon, Climate Change and Security, and the 
Ocean Plastic issue. His main research interests are International Affairs, Data 



Science, and Economics on Ocean related issues. He is working to combine his Social Science and Natural 
Science backgrounds on the ocean. 
 
 
 

Lakshika Abeykoon  
Researcher, Department of Animal Science and Export 
Agriculture, Uva Wellassa University 
 
Ms. Abeykoon is a fresh graduate and a research student from the Uva Wellassa 
University of Sri Lanka with a four-year special degree in Bachelor of Science in 
Aquatic Resources Technology (BScHons) majoring in management and 
conservation of aquatic resources, aquaculture, and fisheries. She published the 
undergraduate research abstract in IRCUWU2020 regarding the shoreline 
changes in Sri Lanka. And also completed her internship at the Department of 
Coast Conservation in Sri Lanka and she is particularly interested in the 

management of marine aquatic resources and conservation and oceanography. 
 
 
 

Atsushi Watanabe  
Senior Research Fellow, Policy Research Department, Ocean Policy 
Research Institute, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation 
 
Atsushi Watanabe studied geography and earth and planetary science at the 
University of Tokyo. He worked as a postdoc at the graduate school of 
environmental studies at Nagoya University from 2004-2008, and as an assistant 
professor at the graduate school of information science and engineering at Tokyo 
Institute of Technology from 2008-2018. He studied carbon cycles in coral reefs 
and coastal blue carbon ecosystems and the impact of climate change or local 
stressors on them. Since 2018, he joined OPRI as a senior research fellow, leading 

the blue economy and blue carbon policy research. Holds a doctor degree in Science. 

 

Miko Maekawa 
Senior Research Fellow, Ocean Policy Research Institute, Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation (OPRI-SPF) 
 
Ms. MIKO MAEKAWA is Senior Research Fellow at the Ocean Policy Research 
Institute of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF). Prior to joining the SPF, she 
worked at several organizations including the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) (2000-2007), University of Tokyo as Assistant Professor 
with the "Wisdom of Water" (Suntory) Corporate Sponsored Research Program 
(2012) and the Graduate School of Human Sciences at Osaka University as 

Lecturer (2013). During her assignment at UNDP, Ms. Maekawa has managed a wide range of environmental 
projects on climate change mitigation, biodiversity conservation, and environmental mainstreaming. Ms. 
Maekawa graduated from Sophia University. She holds an M.Sc. in environment and development from the 
University of East Anglia (2000) and a Ph.D. in international studies from the University of Tokyo (2011). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Organizers 
 

Pitchaya Sirivunnabood  
Capacity Building and Training Economist, ADBI 

Pitchaya’s expertise is international economics and finance, specializing in 
regional economic integration and financial cooperation as well as bilateral and 
multilateral free trade agreements, development of financial markets, and 
international/ transnational investment.  

Prior to joining ADBI, she was an assistant director and the head of finance 
integration division at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. She was 
senior researcher, providing policy advocacy and consultancy for a Thai 

government think tank, the UNDP’s Asia Pacific Regional Office, and the European Association for Business 
and Commerce. She was also an assistant director and macroeconomist at the ASEAN Integration Monitoring 
Office, in charge of surveillance and monitoring process for the ASEAN Economic Community. She has a PhD 
in international economics (trade and finance) from the University of Utah, United States. 

 
 


